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ERRATA. 

Page I, line last^^r recurveb, read recurred. 

— 72, — 1 7, dele a. 

— — — 1 8, Jbr bird read birds. 



BIRDS 


ORDER 

GRALLiE. 


TANTALUS. TANTALUS. 


Generic Character* 


Rostrum basi crassum,lon^s- 
simum, paulo comprcssum, 
glabrum, recurvum; nian- 
dibul& superiore basi tri- 
angulari, versus mediam 
teretiusculam, ad apicem 
emarginatam. 

Nares oblongae^. 

Fades coUumque partim nu- 
dae, veiTucoss^. 

Pedes longiores, tetradactyli ; 
d^ti anteriores basi mem- 
bran& connexi; pollea in 
terrain iqsitflinte. 


Beak thick at its base, very 
long, slightly compressed, 
smooth, recurved ; the 
upper mandible triangular 
at the base, rounded to- 
wards the middle, and 
notched at tlie tip. 

Nostrils oblong. 

Head and neck in part naked 
and warty. 

Legs long, four-toed, the an- 
terior toes connected by a 
membrane at the base, the 
hinder toe resting on the 
ground. 


TANTALUS. Linne, Lath., Cuv., Vieil. 
NUMENIUS, Ibis. Briss. 


The Tantali in many respects i 
particularly in the feet, nostrils, 
latter is more rounded above, and 


f iemblc the Storks, 
)d beak ; but the 
I point is recurveb 


V. XII. P. I. 
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WHITE-HEADED TANTALUS. 


towards the base, and slightly notched on each side. 
Part of the head and neck is generally divested of 
feathers : the legs are very long, and a considerable 
portion of the thighs is naked. 

These are solitary birds, and like the Herons, they 
delight in marshy places, where they may be observed 
standing, for a long time, upon one leg, with their 
necks bent back, and their beaks resting on their 
breasts : their chief food consists of reptiles and small 
fishes. 


WHITE-HEADED TANTALUS. 

(Tantalus leucocephalus.) 

Ta. dnereo-dUtut, rostra Jacieque flavit} tectrieibus nigris al6o- 
marginatisi remigibtis rectrkibusque n^ris; uropygio roseo, 
Grey-vhite Tantalus, with the beak and face yellow, the wing- 
cnverts black, edged with white, the quills and tail-feathers 
black, the romp rose-coloured. 

Tantalus leucocephalus. Lath. Ind. Om, ii. 706. Gmd. Syst. 
Nat. i. 649. 

Le Tantale de Ceylon. Cuv. Reg. Anim. i. 481. 

White-headed Ibis. LMth. Gen. Syn, 5. 116. 15. Gen. Syn. 
Sup. i. 240. 

The White-headed, or Ceylonese Tantalus, is the 
largest of the genus, and is also the most remark- 
aide for the great size of its beak, that alone mea- 
suring upwards o^ a foot in length : the prevailing 
colour of the pluihage is greyish white : the wing- 
coverts are black, cnlged vrith white : the quills and 
tail are black : thej'rump and tail-coverts are pink : 
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WOOD TANTALUS. 
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the beak, fore part of the head and cl^du are' yellow : 
the legs efe pale flesh^soloiir : the iiul is concealed 
by its coverts, which are very lon|^ The other sex 
is said to differ in having a browh bar across the 
breast, and the wing>coverts being shaded with brown. 

This species inhabito^dia and the island of Ceylon. 
The pink feathers of tn^j^mp, which are used as orna- 
ments, are said to lose tHeir colour duriflg the rainy 
season. 


WOOD TANTALUS. 

(Tantalus loculator.) 

Ta. (Uius, remigibut rectrkibtuque n^rui rottro pedibusque nt- 
grieanMus ; fade ceendeecente. 

White Tantalus, with the quills and tail-feathers black, the beak 
and feet dusky, the fece blue. 

Tantalus loculator. Linn, Sytt. Nat, i. 240. Qmet. Stfst. Nat- 
1947. Lath. Ind.Orn.n. 702. 

1^ Tantale d’Anerique. Cuv. Reg, Anim. i. 480. 

Numenius Americanos major. Briu. Om. 5. 335. 8. 

CouricBca. Sqf, Oit. 7. 276, Bvff. PI, Enl. 868. 

Numenius tigu. Klein, n. 109. 

Curicacs. Raii. Syn, 103. 4. Will. 295. pi. 54. 

Wood PeUcan. Catetby Card. 1 . pi. 8 1. Pmn. Arct. Zod. 390. 

Wood lUs. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 104. 1. WUe. Amer. Om. v. 8. 
p. 39.pl. lxn. f, 1. 


This bird is about three feet in length : its beak 
alone measuring full -nine inches, and bending down- 
wards towards its tip; it is yellowish brown: the 
irides are pale rufous : the skin m the fore part of 
the head and round the eyes blu'3 ; that from t^ 
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WOOD TANTALOS. 


head to the middle of the neck is of a dusky brown^ 
and rough and warty : beneflth the beak is a con- 
siderable pouch : the quills and the tail are black : 
the rest of the bird white ; except the thighs and legs, 
which are dusky. Both sexes are very similar. 

This species inhabits various parts of the tropical 
countries of America, particularly Carolina, Louisiana, 
and Georgia*; it is also common in Florida, and ex- 
tends as far south as Cayenne and Brazil. In the 
United States it is migratory; but has never been 
found to the north of Virginia. Wilson, on the au- 
thority of his friend, Mr. Bertram, says, ” this soli- 
tary bird docs not associate in flocks; but is generally 
seen alone, commonly near the banks of great rivers, 
in vast marshes or meadows, especially such as arc 
covered by inundations, and also in the vast deserted 
rice plantations. He stands alone, on the topmost 
limb of tall dead cypress trees, his neck contracted 
or drawn in upon his shoulders, and his beak resting 
like a long scythe upon his breast ; in this pensive 
posture and solitaiy situation they look extremely 
grave, sorrowful, and melancholy, as if in the deepest 
thought. They are never seen on the sea-coast, and 
yet are never found at a great distance from it. , They 
feed on serpents, young alligators, frogs, and other 
reptiles to which may be added fish. They are 
esteemed good eating by the French inhabitants of 
Louisiana. 



EGYPTfAN TANTAI-US. 

(Tantalus Ibis.) 

T A , pnrpitreo-albus, rcmigibus rectricibusque nigris ; rostra flavo, 
Jhcie pedibusque rt{fis> 

Purplc-wliite Tantalus, with the quills and tail-feathers black, 
the l)eak yellow, the face and feet red. 

Tantalus Ibis. Lhu Sqst, Nat. i. 241. 4. Gntel. Stfst. Nat, i. 650. 

Lath. Ind. Orn, ii. 706. 

Ibis Candida. Briss. Orn, 5. 349. 14. 

I/Ibis blanc. Buff. PI, lint, 389. Buff, Ois. 8. W.pl, 1 
Le Tiantalc d'Afrique. Cuv, Beg, Anim, 1 . 180. 

Egyptian Ibis. Lath, Gen. ^yn, 5. 111. 10. 

White, slightly shaded with purple on the wings; 
the beak yellow, the naked part of the head and neck 
red ; the quills and tail black : the thighs and legs 
red : length upwards of three feet. 

This species inhabits the lower part of Egypt, and 
it is also abundant in Senegal; it was for a long 
time considered by naturalists as the bird worshipped 
by the Egyptians by the name of I//is ; but recent 
researches have proved that that is a much smaller 
species, and is not found in the same part of Egypt. 
Its food, as in the other species of this genus, con> 
sists of fr(^8 and insects. 

Found also in Sumatra, according to Sir S. Raffles, 
in his descriptive catalogue of the animals of that 
island, published in the 13th volume of the Linnean 
Transactions. 
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IBIS. IBIS. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrumi}am latum, medio 
gradle, tetragonum, inte- 
grum, arcuatum, apce ob- 
tuso, terete ; mandibulil 
superiore sulcatft. 

Narea oblongs, membranli 
drcumdatS, in sulco ad 
basim rostri dtse. 

Fades nuda ultra oculos. 
longiores, tetradactyli; 
digiti anteriores basi mem- 
brane connexi; poUex in 
terram in«stente. 


Beak broad at the base, slen- 
der in the middle, qua- 
drangular, entire, arched, 
the tipobtuse, rounded; the 
upper mandible grooved. 

iVbs^nb oblong, surrounded 
by a membrane, and placed 
in a groove at the base of 
the beak. 

Face naked beyond the eyes. 

Legs long, four-toed, the 
anUrior toes connected at 
the base by a membrane, 
the hinder toe resting on 
the ground. 


IBIS. La C^p^e, 111., Cur., Vieil., Tenim. 

TANTALUS. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 

^ HE birds of this genus frequent the borders of 
rivers and lakes, feeding on insects, worms, and 
moHusca, and occasionally on vegetable matter ; 
they inhabit various parts of the tropical and tempe- 
rate regions of the globe : their beak is similar in 
form to that of the Tantali ; but it is much more 
slender in its construction ; and is not notched at its 
tip : their nostrils are placed at the base of the beak. 



BALD IRIS. 
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in a groove, which runs almost to its tip. The 
beak is, moreover, very thick, and nearly square at 
its base ; the greater part of the head, and a por- 
tion of the neck, is divested of feathers. The hinder 
toe rests its whole length upon the ground. 

An Ibis is described in the 13th volume of the 
Linnean Transactions, page 3^, by Sir S. Raffles, 
which appears to be distinct from any of the species 
enumerated in the following pages ; he calls it Tan- 
talus (Ibis) cinereuSt and observes, that it is smaller 
than T. Ibis, of a light grey colour, with the excep- 
tion of the abdomen and rump, which are white ; 
and the wing and tail-feathers, which are black. In- 
habits Sumatra. 


A, Capite non cristato, 

A. Without a crest on the head. 

BALD IBIS. 

(Ibis calra.) 

Ib. capite colloque tupremo nudis, eorpore nigro viridi tpien- 
dente, pUeo rostra pedibusque rubris. 

Ibis, with the head and upper part of the neck naked, the body 
Mack, glossed with green, the pileus, b^, and legs red. 
I^ntalus calms. Gntel. Spst. Nat, 1. 645. Lath. Ind. Om. 
2.508. 

Courly k t6te nue. Hist, Nat, Ois, 8. 32. PI, Enl. 
. 867. 

IMd Ibis. Lath. Gen. St/n. 5. 1 1 6. 

The Bald Ibis differs from the rest of this genus, 
in having the naked space on the head more exten- 
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CRYING IBIS. 


siye, inasmuch as it proceeds part of the way down 
the neck ; the crown is red, and the rest white : the 
skin of the throat is naked and flaccid : the irides ai« 
brown : the general colour of the plumage is black; 
tinged with greenish, especially on the wing>coverts, 
the tips of which are glossed with copper : the beak 
is nearly six inches long, and, with the feet, is red : 
the female scarcely differs, except in having the crown 
of the head flatter. Inhabits the Cape of Good 
Hope and neighbourhood, near mai*shy places ; and 
is easily tamed. 


CUYING IBIS. 

(Ibis vocifera.) 

Ib. plumbca alho maculata, caudd cuncntA, rcctricibiis cxlimis atbis. 
Lead-coloured Ibis^ spotted with white, with the tail wedge- 
shaped, and its feathers outwardly white. 

Numenius vociferus. Lath, Ind, Orn. Sup, Ixv. ^ 

Tantalus Pictus, Ephouskyca, or Crying Bird. Bdrtram's Tra- 
velsyp, 145. 

Crying Curlew. Lath, Gen.^ Sj^n, Sup. ii. 306. 

Tantalus Ephouskyca. Barton ^ Linn. Trans, xii. 24. f. 1. 

A FINE species^ originally described by Mr. Bar* 
tram, in his travels through North and South Caro- 
lina, &c. ” There is,” he says, “ inhabiting the low 
shores and swamps of this river (the St. Juan, in East 
Florida), and the lakes of Florid, as well as Georgia, 
a very curious bird, called by an Indian name, Ephous* 
wyca, which signifies, in our language, the Crying 
Bird. I cannot determine what genus of European 
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birds to join it with. It is about the size of a large 
domestic hen. All the body, above and beneath, is 
of a dark lead colour, every feather edged or tipped 
with white, which makes the bird appear speckled on 
a near view : the eye is large, and plaeed high on the 
head, which is very prominent : the beak is five or 
six inches in length, arched or bent gradually down* 
wards, in that respect to be compared to one half of 
a bent bow ; it is large and thick near the base, com- 
pressed on each side, and fiatted at top and beneath, 
which makes it appear four-square for more than an 
inch where the nostrils are placed, from whence to 
their tips both mandibles are round, gradually lessen- 
ing or tapering to their extremities, which are thicker 
by about half an inch than immediately above, by 
which the mandibles never fit quite close their whole 
length : the upper mandible is a small matter laiger 
than the other : the beak is of a dusky green colour, 
more bright and yellowish about the base and .angles 
of the mouth.. The tail- is veiy short, and the mid- 
dle feathers the longest j the others on each side 
shorten gradually, and are of the colour of the rest of 
the bird, only somewhat darker : the two shortest or 
outermost feathers are perfectly white, which the bird 
has the faculty of flirting out on either side as quick 
as a flash of lightning, especially when he hears or 
sees any thing that disturbs him, uttering at the same 
instant an extreme harsh and loud shriek. His neck 
is long and slender ; and his legs are also long, and 
bare of feathers above the knee, like those of the 
bittern, and are black, or of a dark lead colour.” 

Dr. Barton, in the twelfth volume of the Linncan 
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SACRED IBIS. 


Tronsactions, observes, that he cannot find that the 
Crying Bird is noticed by any of the European Or- 
nithologists, and that it has 
of Wilson, the author of the 
It is, however, described by in the second 

Supplement to his General Syi^sis of Birds, under 
the name of the Crying Curlew, imd from Bertram’s 
Travels before quoted. 



la. tdbttt dorso postico remi^ut’ 

part of the neck brown, the 

IbbjMi^tMa. Ctni. Reg. Anim. I. 483. 

Taa^ub jEthiopicus. Lath. Ind. Om, 2. 706. 

Abou Hann^, Bruceft Travels, .App.jl. 35. 

L'lbis sacre. Cuv. Beeherehes sur les OssemensJbssUeSt tom. 1 . 

Size of a hen: general colour of the plumage 
white : the beak and l^s black : the npked part of 
the head and nedk the same } and in the young bird 
this part is clotl^ with small black feathers : the tip 
of the wing-fies^i!|]^: i^>^«^^^ at the 

lei^r part the are also Mack. In some, pro- 
bably young l^s, head and hinder part of the 
neck is brown : the lower part of the back, the quills and 
tafl, are black : the beak above green, beneath black. 

’this is the bird so celebrated by the ancient 
Egyptians, who used to rear them in their temples, 
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and to vrorship them, and after their death embalmed 
them ; their mummies are found to this day in num- 
bers, in the vast catacombs of ancient Memphis. 
There are various opinions respecting the origin of 
this custom: according to some, it arose from the 
birds destroying the serpents, which otherwise would 
increase, and become dangerous to the country: others 
assert, that there was an affinity between the changes 
of its plumage and some of the phases of the moon ! 
And others, because its appearance announces the in- 
crease of the Nile. It inhabits Egypt and iBthiopia. 


BLACK IBIS. 


« (Ibis nigra.) 

Ib. nigra, capite anleriore nudo ruiro, rectricibus nigris, rostra 
pedibusque rubris. 

Black IlHa, with the head in front naked and red, the tail-feathers 
black, the beak and legs red. 

Tantalus niger. Gtnel. Spst. Nat. 1 . 650. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
707. 

IIhs nigra. Phil. Trans. Irii. 345. 

Ibis. Briss. Orn. 5. 347. Raii. Syn. 98. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 
8. 17. 

Black Ibis. An^. 288. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 1 12. 

A VERT doubtful species; said to be rather less than 
the Curlew : the beak red ; the naked space on the 
fore part of the head and behind the eyes also red : 
the plumage entirely black : the legs red. 

Inhabits Egypt, and most probably a young bird. 
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BWCK-FACEl) IBIS. 

(Ibis mclanopis.) 

Iji. capite colloque JidviSi dorso alis fasciaque peclorali cinereis, 
remigibiis rectricibus Jemoribus crissoque nigris, 

Ibis^ with the head and neck fulvous^ the baek^ wings^ and pec- 
toral fascia ash-coloured^ the quills^ tail| thighs^ and vciit^ 
black. 

Tantalus melanopis. GmeL Syst, Nat, 1. 653. Lath, Ind, Orn. 
2. 704. 

Black-faced Ibis. LatL Gen. Syn, 5. 108.;?/. 79. 

The black-faced Ibis is figured and thus described 
by Dr. Latham in his Synopsis : “ Size large, not 
much inferior to the Wood Ibis ; length twenty-eight 
inches, breadth forty-nine inches and a half: bill six 
inches, and black : tongue triangular, ciliated at the 
back part : irides reddish : the whole face, quite be- 
yond the eyes, is bare of feathers, black and warty, 
particularly round the eyelids : under the chin hangs 
a loose, wrinkled, bare skin, forming a pouch : the 
crown of the head is deep fulvous yellow, and the 
feathers at the back part lougish : the rest of the neck 
and breast pale yellow : the back and scapulars are 
cinereous, margined with brown : across the breast a 
band of the same : the middle of the feathers of the 
back brown : the wing-coverts blueish ash-colour, mar- 
gined with brown : the quills, sides, thighs, vent, and 
tail, are greenish-black the last consists of twelve 
feathers, and is rounded in shape : the legs arc seven 
inches long, rough, naked but a little above the knee, 
and red : claws black. This species was found by 
Dr. Forster on New Year’s Island, near Staten Land, * 
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during the second voyage of Captain Cook : it builds 
its nest in inaccessible places in the rocks.” 


GLOSSY IBIS. 

(Ibis ignea.) 

Ib. purpureo^castanea, dorso infimo^ tectricibus alarum, crmdi 
remigtbus rcctricibusque purpureo^iiiridibm, rostra nigro^ 
virescente. 

Purple-chesniit Ibis^ with the lower part of the back, the wing 
coverts, vent, quills and tail-feathers purple>green ; the beak 
blackish green. 

Tantalus falcinellus. Linn. Sqst. Nat, 1. 241 . Gmel. Spst. Nat, 
1. 648. Lath. Ltd. Orn, ii. 707. 

Tantalus igneus. Gmel. Syst, Nat, 1. 640. Lath, Ind, Om, 
ii. 708. Atkinson* s Cmnpend, 138. 

Tantalus viridis. G7nel. Syst. Nat. 1. 648. Lath. Ind. Om. 
ii. 707. Young, 

Ibis sacra. 2*emm, Man. d*Orn, p, 38.5. 

Ibis falcinellus. Temm. Man, d'Orn. 2d edit, v, ii. p. 598. 

Le courlis verd. Buff. Hist. Nat, Ois, viii. 29. 

Courly dltalie. Buff, PI. Enl. 819. male. 

Numenius viridis. Briss, Orn. v. 329. 

Numenius castaneus. Briss. Om, v. 326. Young. 

L*Ibis noir. Savig, Hist. Nat. 8^c. de I* Ibis, t. 4. 

Bay Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 113. 12. Sow. Brit. Misc.pl. 18. 
Green Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn, v, 114. 13. Lin. Trans, ix. 198. 
Young. 

Glossy Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 1J5. 14. Wale. Syn. 11. 132. 
Lew, Brit. Birds, iv. pi. 152. Don. Brit. Birds, v. pi. 118. 
Mont. Orn. Diet, and Supp. 

Brazilian Curlew. Shaw, Nat. Misc, xvii. pi. 705. 

The plumage of this species varies so greatly in its 
different stages, according to its a^e, that it has been 
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GLOSSY IBIS. 


described by several names, as shown by a reference 
to the synonyms. In the old birds the head is of a 
dusky chesnut ; with the neck, the breast, the top of 
the back, and all the inferior parts of the body of a 
bright red'chesnut ; the rest of the back, the rump, 
the wing-coverts, the quills and tail-feathers of a 
dusky green, glossed with bronze and purple : the 
beak is of a black green, but brown towards the point : 
the naked space round the eyes is green, encircled 
with a band of greyish : the irides are brown : the 
feet are brown-green: the length of the bird is nearly 
two feet. The female differs merely in being rather 
less. The young or green Ibis of authors has the 
feathers of the head, the throat, and the neck, longi- 
tudinally striped with dusky-brown and bordered with 
whitish ; the under parts of the neck, the breast, the 
belly, and thighs, are ofan ashy black: the top of the 
back and the scapulars are of an ashy brown ; with 
reflections of green on the tail: before the first 
year the plumage is more dusky, and the white edges 
to the feathers on the head and neck are broader. 

This species inhabits the borders of rivers and 
lakes i and is very abundant during its migrations in 
Poland, Hungary, Turkey, and the Grecian Archi- 
pelago ; it also visits the banks of the Danube, and 
is fou9d in Switzerland and Italy, and occasionally in 
Holland and England : it also visits Egypt, {md 
other parts of Africa, but it is supposed to breed in 
Asia: its food consists of insects, worms, aquatic 
mollusca and vegetables. 

According to T|||ninck this bird, which is called 
by the Arabs El Wreiz, as well as the Ibis reli- 
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giosa, was worshipped by the ancient Egyptians, and 
embalmed; and the mummies of both species are now 
found in plenty in the catacombs of Memphis. 


MEXICAN IBIS. 


(Ibis mexicana.) 

l^.purpureo-viridi-nigrkanteqae varius, subttts Jitscut rubro varie- 
gatus, tectricibus alarum viridibus, rostra ceerulescente. 

Ibis varied with purple, green, and black, beneath brown, varie- 
gated with red, the wing-coverts green, the beak blue. 
Tantalus mexicanus. Gmel, Sifst. Nat. 1. 652. Lath. Ind. Om, 
2. 704. 

Numenius mexicanus varius. Brits. Om. 5. 335. 

AcacalotL Rati. Syti. 104. Buff". Hitt. Nat. Ois. 8. 45. 
Mexican Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syi. 5. 108. 

The Mexican Ibis is very large, measuring three 
feet in length: the beak is eight inches long and 
bluish : the irides are red : naked space round the eyes, 
and between them and the beak, reddish : the head 
and neck varied with dusky white and green feathers, 
slightly mixed with yellow : the back and rump black, 
glossed with green and purple : the wing-coverts are 
green : the quills and tail are glossed with copper : 
the breast and belly are brown, tinged with a slight 
mixture of red : the legs are black. 

This species frequents the lakes of Mexico; it 
feeds on fish. 



16 


CAYENNE IBIS. 

(Ibis Cayenensis.) 

tn. viridi-nigricans, remigibus rectricibu$quc saturatiofibiis, pe~ 
dibus Jlavescentibus, rostro nigricante. 

Green-black Ibis^ with the quills and tail-feathers darker^ the 
legs yellowish, the beak dusky. 

Tantahis Cayenensis. GmeL Syst, Nat 1. 652. Lath* Ind. 
Orn» 2. 704. 

Le Gourlis de bois. Bnjgf. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 42. 

Le courlis vert de Cayenne. Buff^. PL EnL 820. 

Cayenne Ibis. Lath, Gen. Syn* 5. 107* 

Length twenty>tvro inches : the beak five inches 
and a half, long and dusky: the base and naked space 
round the eye of a dusky palb red : the prevailing 
colour of the plumage is black, glossed with greenish 
in some lights j especially on the quills and tail : the 
legs are dirty yellow. Some specimens (probably the 
young) have the middle of each feather dashed with 
blac’k, without any green tinge; and the legs are 
nearly black. In this state it greatly resembles the 
Scarlet Ibis, but its legs are only two-thirds of the 
length of those of that bird. Found at Cayenne, 
generally at a distance from the sea, and in pairs, 
perching on the decayed trees which fioat down the 
streams of the rivers : it is known by the colonists by 
the name of Flammant des Bois. 
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SCARLET ims. 

‘ (Ibis rubra.) 

Ib. corpore sanguineo, alarum apicibus nigris,Jhcie rostra peili- 
husque rubris, • 

Ibis with a sanguineous body, the tips of its wings black, the 
face, beak and feet red. 

Tantalus ruber. Lin. Nat. I. 241. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 

65 1 . Lath. Ind. Orn. . 

Ibis rubra. Cm. Reg. -v. 

Numcnius Brasilieuns co^^eus. pf^ 'Orn. 5. 344. pi. 29. 

f.\,2. - 

Guara. Rail. Syn. 104. 6. ^ 

Le Courlis rouge. 9^- Pi* 

80, 81. 

Scarlet Ibis. Penn. Arct. Zoo/. 106. 

2. fFils. Amer. Orn. v. viii. p/. 

" > • * ’ ’ ’ V . ;• 

Thk Scarlet Ibis is twenty-two inches in length ; 
its beak measuring nearly seven, and being of a pale 
red colour : the eyes are black the sides of the head 
beyond the eyes are bare, and of a pale red: the 
entire plumage is of a most exquisite scarlet, with the 
exception of the glossy black tips of the four external 
primary quills; and the white shafts of the quills and 
of the tail feathers : the legs ai^ ptsle red. The fe- 
male is less brilliant in colour. 

A highly beautiful species, inhabiting most of the 
tropical parts of America, the West Indies, and ad- 
jacent islands: it frequents the borders of the sea 
and rivers, living on small fish, insects, worms, &c. : 
it lays its eggs on the ground ; they are of a greenish 
colour ; the young, when first hatched, are black, and 

V. XII. p. I. 2 
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WUITE-NKCKED IBIS. 


gradually change from that colour to white, before 
they are able to fly : but till the third year they do 
not attain their perfect plumage. Wilson observes 
that an individual of this species lived for a consider- 
able time in confinement, and fed upon flies, which it 
caught most dexterously. 


AVHITE-NECKED IBIS. 

(Ibis albicollis.) 

iB.yhsca griseo undulata, capiie colloqtie rufo^alhuy teciricibus 
alarum majoribus albis. 

Brown Ibis undulated with grey> the head and neck reddish- 
white^ the greater wing-coverts white. 

Tantalus albicollis. Spst,Nat, 1. 653. Lath, Ind, Oni. 

2. 704. 

Le grand Courlis de Cayenne. Bi^, Hist, Nat, Ois, 8 . 47. 
Courly a col blanc. Buff', PI. Enl, 976. 

White-necked Ibis. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. 109. 

Length twenty-seven inches : the beak is black ; 
the head and neck are rufous white; but the red pre- 
dominates in the former: the prevailing colour of 
the plumage is brown, undulated with grey, and 
glossed with green : the greater wing-coverts are 
white : the legs are red : inhabits Cayenne. 
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GREY IBIS. 

* (Ibis grisea.) • 

Id. albida, capite posteriore colloqne griseis, uropygio remigihus 
rectricibusque nigro^virescentibm. 

Whitish Ibis, with the head and liinfler part of the neck grey, 
the rump, quills and tail-feathers greenish-black. 

Tantalus griscus. GmeU Syst. Nat, 1. 653. Lath, Ind, Orn, 
2. 705. 

Numcnius Amcricanus minor. Briss» Orn. 5. 337. 

Matuiti. n^ilL Orn. 218. Buft Hist, Nat, Ois, 8. 46. 

Grey Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 1 10. 

Native of Brazil: beak reddish-brown: irides 
rufous : naked space round the base of the beak and 
eyes black: the hind part of the head and neck 
grey : the rest of the plumage whitish : except the 
lower part of the back and rump, the quills and the 
tail, which are greenish black: the legs are pale red: 
the claws are black. 
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WHITE IBIS. 

(Ibis alba.) 

Ib. corpore albo, alarum apicibus viridibus,fncic rostra pedibnsquc 
rubris. 

Ibis with a white body, the tips of the wings green, the face, 
beak and legs red. 

Tantalus albus. Lin. Syst, Nat. 1. 242. GineL Syst. Nat. 1. 

65 h Lath. Ind. ()rn» 2. 705. 

Numenius Brasiliensis candidus. Briss. Orn. 5. 309. 

Le Courly blanc de Bresil. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8.41. Btiff. 
PL Enl. 915. . 

White Ibis. Penn.^ Arct. ZooL 2. ^63. Lath. Gen, Syn. 5. 111. 

IVils. Amer. Orn. v. viii. p. 43. pi, Ixv, 

Coco Ibis. Lath, Gen. Syn, Sup. 241. Variety? 

In length near two feet ; of which the beak is six 
inches and a half^ with the legs and the naked space 
round the eyes and at the base of the beak of a pale 
red ; the irides are grey ; the rest of the body (ex- 
cept that the ends of the four outer quills are greenish 
black) is pure white : both se^es resemble each other: 
they arc abundant during the latter end of summer, 
in the low marshy lands of Carolina, but disappear 
* and return again iii the autumn : like the rest of the 
genus, they feed on small fish and aquatic insects; 
and are frequently observed standing on the dead 
limbs of trees, and on the shore, resting on one leg, 
their body in an almost perpendicular position, the 
head and beak resting on the breast. 'Hiey are 
common in Florida, flying about in large flocks^ 

The Coco Ibis of Latham is probably a variety of 



B«OWIi IBIS. 
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this species : it inhabits the Caribbec Islands : its 
cry resembles the word Ko repeated ; from thence 
its name : it feeds on fish in the wild state ; but when 
tamed, subsists upon flesh both raw and cooked. It 
principally differs from the former variety in being 
of a greyish-white colour. 


BROWN IBIS. 

(Ibis fusca.) • 

lu. roslro ruiro, corpore nigro albo hcbuloso, uropygio alisgue 
subtus albis. ^ 

Ibis with the beak red^ the body clouded with black and white, 
the rump and wings beneath white. 

Tantalus fiiscus. Lin» Syst, Nat, 1.242* GmeL Syst, Nat. 1. 

651. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 705. 

Numenius Brasiliensis fuscus. Briss, Orn, 5. 341. 

Courly a front rouge. Buff', Hist. Nat, Ois. 8, 42, 

Brown Curlew. Catesby, Cav, l.pl, 83. 

Brown Ibis. Penn. ArcL Zool, 2.362. Lath, Gen. Syn. S, 110. 

Two feet in length : beak six inches ; that and 
naked space round the eye pale red : irides grey : the 
head, neck, upper part of the back, wings and tail 
are of an ashy-brown; the head and neck being- 
palest: the lower part of the back, the rump, and 
under paits of the body from the breast white : the 
legs pale red : the claws are brown. Both sexes are 
alike: they inhabit the tropical parts of America, 
especially Cayenne, Guiana, and Carolina, migrating 
from the latter place in the winter. Probably the 
young of the preceding. 
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MANILLA IBIS. 

(Ibis ManilleDsis.) 

Ib. rufo^Ju&ca, rosiro lateribusque capHis nudis virescentibusp 
pedihm ruhris. 

Red-brown Ibis^ with the beak and sides of the head naked and 
green^ the legs red. 

Tantalus Manillensis. GmeL Syst. Nat 1 . 649. Lath. Ind. Om. 
2. 708. 

Courly brun de Lugon. Sonner. Voy. 86. pi. 47. Buff. Hist. 
Nat. Ois. 881. 

Manilla Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. 8. \\7. 

Described by Sonnerati about the si 2 e of the 
common Curlew : the beak greenish : space round 
the eye greenish : the irides pale red : the prevailing 
colour of the plumage rufous brown : the legs are 
dull red : native of the isle of Lu90riia. 


LESSER IBIS. 

(Ibis minutus.) 

iB.Jacie rostro pedihusque xirescentihus^ corpore ferrugineo subtus 
albo.^ 

Ibis^ with the face, beak, and legs greenish, the body rust-coloured, 
beneath white. 

Tantalus minutus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 241. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 
650. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 708. 

Lesser Ibis. Edt». Birds] pi. 386. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 117. 

A s^ALL species ; less than the common Whim- 
brel : beak between two and three inches in length ; 



-BLACK-HEADED IBIS. S3 

with its point black and base blue : the naked space 
round the eyes and base of the beak greenish : the 
plumage of the upper parts of the body and tail is 
dusky brown : the rump and under parts of the body 
white : the *feathers on the breast long and loose : 
the legs dark lead colour : the claws are black. In- 
habits Surinam. 


BLACK-HEADED IBIS. 

(ibis inelanocepliula.) 

Ib. alba^ rostro capite pedibns^uc nigris. 

White Ibis^ with the beak^ head^ and legs black. 

Tantalus melanooephalus. Lath. hid. Orn. 2. 70!). 
Black-headed Ibis. Lath. Gen* Syn, Sup. 240. 

A NATIVE of India : about twenty-one inches in 
length : beak six inches long, stout and black : naked 
space round the eye, and base of the beak black : the 
head black : the nape and hinder part of the neck 
spotted with black : the rest of tlic plumage white : 
the legs black. 
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B. Capite cristato. 

B. Head crested. 

CRESTED IBIS. 

(Ibis cristata.) 

Ib. cristata Jerruginea, capite crisso caud&que nigris, alis albit. 
Crested ferruginous Ibis, with the head, rent, and tail black, the 
wings white. 

Tantalus cristatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 650. Lath. Ind. Om. 
2.709. • 

Courlis hupp£ de Madagascar. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 33'. Buff. 
PI. Enli 841. 

Crested Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 118. 

This Ibis differs greatly from the rest in having 
the feathers on the upper part of the neck elongated 
and slightly crested : it is moreover a most beautiful 
species, measuring twenty inches in length : its beak 
is slightly bent and four inches long, of a brownish 
yellow colour : naked space round the eyes and sides 
of the head pale yellow : the head and part of the 
neck are black ; the back part of the latter having a 
tufl of very long feathers, half of them being white, 
and half black : the rest of the neck and body are 
rusty red : the wings dirty white : the vent and tail 
are black : the legs are pale yellowish-brown.* Nai|H 
of Madagascar. 
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NUMENIUS. CURLEW. 


Generic Character. 


Bostrum longissiinuin, gra* 
die, teretiusculum, incur- 
vum, subobtusum : mandi* 
bul& superiore lateratim 
sulcatS, apice dilatato, 
laere. 

"Narea lineares ad basin ros- 
* tri in sulco breve sits. 

Fades pennis tecta. 

Pedes tetradactyli ; digiA an- 
leriores bad membran^ 
connexi: poUex ajnce in 
terrain indstente. 


Beaic very long, slender, 
rounded, incurved, and 
rather obtuse: the upper 
mandible laterally sulca- 
ted, its tip dilated and 
smooth. 

NoBrils linear, placed in a 
short groove at the base of 
the beak. 

Face clothed with feathers, 
four-toed ; the anterior 
toes connected by a mem- 
brane at the base, the 
hinder toe resting on the 
ground at its tip only. 


NUMENIUS. Rai., Bnss., Lath., Cuv., Vieil. 
SCOLOFAX. LinD.,GineI. 


The Curlews are distinguished from the former 
genus by having their beak more slender, and rounded 
its whole length : their nostrils are placed in a small 
and shortened groove ; and the tip of their upper 
mandible, extends beyond that of the lower. They 
aflect dry and sandy situations in the vicinity of 
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COMMON CUULEW. 


water or marshes : they live generally upon worms, 
insects, or slugs : their flight is very elevated, and they 
migrate in large bodies, but during the season of 
incubation they are solitary. They moult but once 
in the year. Hieir manners agree with those of the 
common species : the head is clothed with feathers, 
and the tip only of the hinder toe rests upon the 
ground. 

Rafinesque Schmaltz, in his ** Precis des D^ou- 
vertes et Travaux Semiologiques,” p. 14. no. 8., de- 
scribes a bird, which' he coinnders as a Numenhis, 
having its beak, tod all its body perfectly black : 

he obsenres that it inhabits Sicily, and is there called 
Addaram : he calls it N. aUrrmus* 


COMMON CURLEW. 

(Numeitius major.) 

Nui cinerascente nigroque varius, pedibus carulescentiiusy alts 
nigri9 maculis niveis. 

Curlew varied with ash-colour and black, the legs blueish, the 
wings black spotted with pure white. 

Scolopax arquata. Lin. Si/st. Nat, 1* 242. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 
ii. 655. 

Numenius arquatus. Lath. Ind. Orn.i\, 710. Atk. Comp. 139. 
Numenius. Raii. Syn. 103. A. 1. IViU. Orn. 216. 54. Briss. 
Om . V. 31 hi. 

Le Courlis. Bqff. Hist. Nat. Ois. viii. 19. Buff, PI. Enl. 818. 
Grand Courlis cendr^, Tmm. Man. d"Om, 388.— /</• 2 edit, 
ii. 603. 

Commov Curlew. Alhin, Birds^ 1. 79. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 119. 
1. itth. Syn. Sup. i. 242. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 306. Penn. 



COMfilON CURLEW. 


«7 

BrU. Zool. ii. 176. PuU.'Cat. Dors.p. 14. B^(Uc. Spn. 

.Zevdn. Brit. Birds, iv. pi. 153. MoM. Om, Diet, and 

Suj/! Bern. Birds^ ii. p. 54. 

The Common Curlew has all the plumage of the 
upper parts bright ash-colour; with brown longitu- 
dinal dashes on the neck arid breast ; and many of 
the feathers on the last tinged with red : the bdly is 
white with longitudinal oblong spots : the feathers 
on the back and scapulars black in the middlo and 
edged with rufous : the tail is of a whitish ash-colour, 
transversely banded with brown : the quills are black, 
spotted on their inner webs with white : the legs are 
blueish grey : the irides hazel : the upper mandible 
of the beak is dusky brown, the under desh-colour. 
The sexes are very similar, but the female differs 
slightly in having the colours less distinct, and the 
rcd hue that borders the feathers of the back and 
scapulars less pure. 

This bird is extremely common in most parts of 
Europe, and it also occurs in several parts of Asia ; 
it usually inhabits the borders of rivers and muddy 
lakes, fields, and stony places near the water : it 
bi^eeds in the sequestered parts of the mountains of 
Northumberland, and also in the low swampy grounds 
of some of the Scotch islands. It makes no nest, 
but usually deposits four pale olive brown dusky 
spotted eggs amongst heath, rushes or long grass : 
the young run as soon as hatched. The principal 
food consists of small crabs, worms, snails, and in- 
sects ; in the winter it is gregarious, and is at all 
times very shy and difficult to approach ; but will 
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COMMON’ CURLEW. 


became very 'familiar in a few days.. ' Montagu gives the 
following accodnt of one that was shot in the wing, 
and became very docile : “ It was,” he says, “ turned 
amongst aquatic birds, and was at first so extremely 
shy, that he was obliged to be crammed with meat 
for a day or two, when he began to eat worms ; -but 
as this was precarious food, he was tempted to eat 
bread and milk like Rufi&. To induce this substitu- 
tion, v/orms were put into a mess of bread mixed with 
milk i and it was curious to observe how cautiously 
he avoided the mixture, by carrying every worm to 
the pond, and well washing it previously to swallow- 
ing. In the course of a few days this new diet did 
not appear unpalatable to him, and in little more 
than a week he became partial to it, and from being 
exceedingly poor and emaciated, got plump and in 
high health. In the course of a month or six weeka 
this bird became excessively tame, and would follow 
a person across the menagerie for a bit of bread, or a 
small fish, of which -he was remarkably fond. But 
he became almost omnivorous 5 fish, water-lizards, 
small frogs, insects of every kind that were not 
large to swallow, and (in defect of other food) barfe)^ 
was not rejected. This bird was at last, killed^ hy 
a(fCident, after a confinement of two years.” . 





. ' LONG-BILLED CURLEW. 

(Numenius longirostris.) 

Nu. Mgro paUide-fit$eoque varins, p^ibtu cmulescentiius, alts 
i - ^oculis Jiucis, supercUiis albidis. 

Curle«r raried with pale brown and black, the lejga blueiah, the 
' wingB black spotted with brown, the eyebrows whitish. 
Long-billed Curlew. (Numenius longirostris.) W!ls, Amcr. 
Om. r. Tiii. p, 23. p/. Ixir. f. 4. 


Length twenty-five inches : beak eight inches 
l(mg ; black, except towards the base of the under 
mandible, where it is of a pale flesh-colour : eye dark \ 
the general colour of the plumage above is black, 
^tted and barred along the edges of each feather 
with pale brown : chin, line over the eyes and round 
tho same, pale brownish white : neck reddish brown^ 
streaked with black, spots on the last more sparingly 
dispersed :* belly, thighs, and vent pale plain rufous^ 
without any spots: primaries "black on the outer 
edges, pale brown on the inner, and barred with 
black ; shafts of the outer ones snowy j rest of the 
wing palb reddish brown, elegantly barred with un- 
dulating lines of black : tail slightly rounded, of an 
ashy-brown, beautifully marked with herring bones 
of black : legs and naked thighs very pale light blue, 
or lead colour; the middle toe connected with the 
two outer ones, as far as the first joint, by a mem- 
brane, and bordered along the sides with a thick 
warty edge: lining of the wing dark rufous, ap- 
proaching to chesnut, and thinly spotted with black. 
Both sexes are alike. 
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MADAGASCAR CURLEW. 


This species, which greatly resembles the European 
one, is a native of North America, and is supposed 
to breed in Labrador, and in the vicinity of Hudson’s 
Bay : it makes its appearance in the salt marshes of 
New Jersey about the middle of May, on its way to 
the north, and in September on its return from its 
breeding places. ' 

The food of these birds consists chiefly>oif small 
crabs, which they are very dexterous in procuring ; 
they also feed on small snails, on various worms and 
insects, and, on bramble berries, in search of which 
they frequent the fields and. uplands, and become 
very fat, after subsisting for some time upon them.:<> 

. They fly very high, generally in a wedge^lfice 
form, and occasionally utter their loud whistling 
note, by a skilful imitation of which a whole flock 
may sometunes be enticed within gun-shot, .whole 
the . cries of the wounded are sure to detain tbw 
until the sportsman has made repeated riiots.^fUid 
great havoc among diem. 


MADAGASCAR QURLEW. 

(Numenius Madagascariensia.) 

Nt>. roitra pedibutque rufescetiHbus, macuUs griseis dorti rhmn- 
bmdMtu. ^ 

Curlew with the brak and lege reddish, with rhomboidal grey 
spots on the back. * 

Scolopax Madigascariensis. linn. St/a. Nat. 242. 2. Omel. 
I^tt. Nat, 1. 655. 



MADAGASCAR CURLEW. SI 

Numenius Madagascarienais. Lath» Ind. Om. ii. 710. Briss. 

OrH. r. 321. 3. pi. 18. 

Le G>urlis de Madagascar. Buff. PI. Bnl. 198. 

Madagascar Curlew. Lath. Gen. Spn. v. 121. 

This bird also greatly resembles the Common 
Curlew, is a native of Madagascar, and is thus noticed 
by Lathams ** Size of our Curlew : the bill much the 
same, but very little bent, except towards the tip : on 
thS head, neck, and upper parts, the feathers are 
chiefly brown with grey mai^ins : the upper tail 
covert rufo'us grey marked with some transverse bands 
of grey, and others parallel to the margin: chin, 
belly, thighs, and vent white : breast and sides yeU 
lowish, dashed with brown ; the last barred trans- 
versely with the same : the first three quills plain 
black ; the fourth spotted on the inner web, and tte 
others on both webs ; the secondaries much the same^ 
but the ground colour grey : tail grey, barred with 
brown : legs red-brown. 



LUZON IAN CURLKW. 


(Numenius Luzoniensis.) 

Nu. alhuSy capite colloquestriisidbdiminecaud&quejxiscits uigris, 
dorso Jusco maculis albiSi vertice nigro. ^ 

Wliite Curlew^ with strise on the head and neck^ and fasciffi on 
the abdomen, and on the tail black, the back brown with white 
apots, the top of the head black* ^ 

Numenius Luzoniensis. f^ath. Ind. Orn. ii. 711* 

Scolopax Luzoniensis. Gmel, SyU, Nat. 1 . 656. 

Le Courlis tachet6 de Tisle de Lufon. Buff. Ois. viii. p. 32. ySo^/i. 
Voy. 85.pl. 48. 

Luzonian Curlew. Lath. Gen. §yn. v. 122. 

The Luzonian Curlew is considerably smaller than 
the common species : the top of its head is black ; 
the rest of the head, neck, and breast white, longitu> 
dinally streaked with black ; and the belly with lu- 
nulated bands of the same : the primaries are black : 
the wing .coverts and back amber coloured ; with from 
two to six white spots on the margin of every feather : 
the tail is vinaceous grey, barred with black. Inhabits 
Luzonia. 


OTAHEITE CURLEW. 

(Numenius tahitiensis.) 

Nt. (dbo-rubeteetis, coUo ttriis nigris, dorso tectridbusque alorum 
nigrieante et albido undvlatis, caudd basi mactdis ad apicem Jas- 
eUi mgris. 



OTAHEITfi CUriLEW. 
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Reddish-white Curlew, with blaft striae on the neck, the back 
and wingf^verts undulated with dusk^ and white, the base of 
the tail and fasciae near its tip black. 

Numenius taliitiensis. Lath. Ind. Om, ii. 711. 

Scolopax tahitiensis. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1 . 656, 

Otaheite Curlew. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 122. 

This bird measures twenty inches in length : its 
beak is brown, with the base reddish : the head and 
neck are pale reddish white longitudinally striped 
with dusky : the top of the head is brown ; the eye- 
brows pale : the back is dusky black undulated with 
pale mfous-white : the wing-coverts are reddish white 
varied with dusky : the quills are dusky, edged with 
whitish : the under parts of the body ai'e pale reddish 
white slightly varied with dutd^y : the tail is dirty 
yellow with irregular dusky spots on the basal half, 
and dusky transverse bars towards the tip: the legs 
are blue-grey : the claws black. This bird is called 
Terrea in Otaheite, of which Island it is a native. 
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WHITE-HEADED CUIILEW, 


(Numenius Icucocephalus.) 

Nu. cyaneus^ capite colloque supremo griseo^albis, remigibus nigris, 
rostra rubro. 

Blue Curlew^ with the head and upper part of the neck greyish- 
white, the quills blacky the beak red. 

Numenius leucoccphalus. Lath. Ind. Om. ii. 71 1. 

Scolopax leucocephalus. Gmel. Syst Nat. 1. 656. 

White-headed Curlew. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 123. pL Ixxx. Lath. 
Syn. Sup. i. 242. ? 

Tantalus Hagedash. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 709. Young? 
Hagedash^ or Hadelde. Sparr. Voy. 1. 281. 

Described and figured by Latham from the draw* 
ings of Sir Joseph Banks : “ size and shape of the 
Common Curlew : beak pretty long, and red : the 
head and part of the neck white : the rest of the 
plumage of a very deep blue, except the quills, which 
are black : legs cinereous grey inhabits the Cape 
of Good Hope. The bird called Hagedash ^r Ha- 
delde by Sparrman is most probably the young of 
this species : its beak is five inches in length, above 
- red, below and with the tip black : the neck and 
thighs are cinereous : the back is cinereous variegated 
with green and yellow : the wings are obscure, above 
of a cserulean-black j the lesser wing-coverts are violet : 
the tail is wedge-shaped : the feet are dusky. It is 
larger than a hen ; and is found at the Cape, resting 
by night on trees, and feeding on roots, especially 
bulbous ones. 



PH^OPUS. WHIMBREL. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum longum, gracile, 
incurvum, obtusum, apice 
depresso. 

Nam lineares ad basin ros- 
tri in sulco elongate atse. 


P^destetradactyli; an- 
teriores ban membrana 
connex^: poBex apicc in 
terram insistente. 


Beak long, slender, incurved, 
obtuse, the tip depressed. 

Nostrils linear, placed in an 
elongated groove, at the 
base of the beak. 

Legs four-toed; the anterior 
toes connected at the base 
by a membrane ; the tdn- 
der toe resting on the 
ground at its tip. 


PH^OPUS. Gesner, Cuv. 
SCOLOPAX. Linne, Gmel. 
NUMENIUS. Bri88.,Lath. 
ARQUATA. Ray. 


The beaks of these birds are arcuated in the 
same manner as those of the Curlews, but are de- 
pressed towards the tip ; and the nostrils are placed 
in a groove, which extends nearly the whole length 
(d* the beak. 

In manners they greatly resemble the Curlews. 
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COMMON WHIMBREL. 

(Phnopus arquatus.) 

Po, rotiro nigro, pedibus eandescentibus, macuUtdorsalibus fascU 
rhombodttlibus, uro/ygio albo. 

Whimbrcl with the beak black, the legs bluish, the back with 
brown rhombuidll spots, the rump white. 

Numenius pheopus. Lath. Ind, Orn. ii. 711. Atk.comp. 140. 
Numenios hudsooicus. Lath., Ini: Om. ii. 712. 

Scolopax phasopus. I. 657. Linn. Spst. Nat. 

1.243. > 

Scolopax borealis. Gmd. Sgtt. Nat. 1 . 654 ? 

Numenius minar, ii%i.Oiv.r.3n.27. 

Arquata minor. r 03. A. 2. Will. Om. 217. 

Le petit Courlii ■Oft re^riieu. Siiff. Ois. 8. 27. Buff'. PI. 
Enl. 842. 

Eskimaux Curlew. Penn. Arcl. Zool. ii. 461.? 

Hudsoniwa Curlew. Lath. Gen. Spn. Sup. i. 243. 

Ckmidio' Temm. man. d'Orn. 389. Id. 2. Edit. ii. 604. 

Brit. Zool. ii. 177. Prnn. Arct. Zool. ii. 462. 
B.' Eitk Birde, PI. 307. Lath. Gen. Stfn. v. 123. Lew. 
Birds, ir, PI. 154. Wcde. Spn. ii. 134. Don. Brit, 
'airds, iii. PI. 72. Mont. Orn. Diet, and Sup. Bew. Brit. 
Birds, ii. 5". 

This bird is rather more than sixteen inches long : 
the whole of the plumage is of a bright ash, with 
longitudinal brown spots on the neck and on the 
breast : on the middle of the head is a longitudinal 
band of yellowish white, accompanied on each side 
with another, which, is twice as broad and brown : 
the belly and abdomen are white : the feathers 
on the back and the scapulars are of a very deep 
brown in the middle, and paler brown at their edges : 
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the tail is of an ashy-brown, striped with oblique 
brown bands : the beak is dusky, tinged with reddish 
at its base : the irides are brown : the feet are lead- 
coloured. The young birds have the beak shoit, 
scarcely one inch and a half in length and almost 
straight, whereas the old have it upwards of three 
inches in length and considerably bent. 

The Whimbrel is a migrative bird, visiting the 
British co&ts about August, and remaining with us 
during the winter, keeping in small flocks of live or 
six : it feeds upon insects and worms *, and is sup- 
posed to breed in the arctic regions : it occurs in va- 
rious parts of Europe, Asia, and North America. 


BRASILIAN WHIMBREL. 

(Phaeopus Gauraua.) 

Ph. rostro jlavicante, corpore Jusco alho strialo^ pedibusfmcis» 
Whimbrel with the beak yellowish, the body striated with white 
and brown, the legs brown. 

Scolopax Gaurana. Linn. Syst. Nat. I. 242. 1* GfneL Syst. Nat. 
1. 654. 

Goarauna. Raiij Syn. 104. 7. 

Numenius Gaurana. Lath. Ind. Om. ii. 712. 

Numenius Americanos ftiscus. BrUs. Om. v. 330. 

Le Gouarona. Bt^. Ois. viii. 44. 

Brasilian Whimbrel. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 125. Mont. Om. Diet. 

Sup. • o 

Brasilian Curlew. Mont. Om. Diet. Supp. 

Larger than the common Whimbrel : its length 
being twenty-one inches : its beak is four inches long^ 
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brown, with the base yellow : the head and neck are 
brown} with whitish margins to the feathers: the 
back and under parts from the breast of a chesnut 
brown : the scapulars, rump, upper and under tail- 
coverts and tail, are bright brown, tinged with green : 
wing-coverts thfi same; but the outer ones, farthest 
from the body, are brown within: the quills are 
brown, edged with glossy green-brown : the legs are 
grey-brown : the claws dusky. • 

Inhabits Brazil, Guiana, and other parts of ^uth 
America. It has been erroneously given as a British 
species, but the bird described as such appears to 
have been a variety of the Glossy Ibis. 


ESQUIMAUX WHIMBIIEL. 

(Phaeopus borealis ) 

Fh. rostro pedibusque nigriSf corpore fusco griseo maculato, subtus 
ochroleuco* 

Whimbrel with the beak and legs blacky the body brown, spotted 
with grey, beneath whitish ochre. 

Numenius borealis. Lath. Ind. Ofn. ii. 712. 9. 

Scolopax borealis. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 634 ? 

Esquimaux- Curlew. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 125. Phil. Trans. Ixii. 
p. 411. JVils. Amer. Om.v. vii,p. 22.pl. h\.f. 1. 

® Length thirteen inches : beak very slender and 
dusky ; with the base of the under mandible rufous : 
head pale, marked with longitudinal brown stripes : 
the foreb^ is deep brown, spotted with pale whitish : 
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the neck, breast, belly, and vent are yellowish white ; 
the neck and breast being striped with longitudinal 
slender brown lines : back deep brown ; the edges 
of the feathers with greyish-white margins: wings 
brown } the shafts of the primary quills white ; the 
secondaries and lesser coverts edged ^ith grey : the 
under coverts ferruginous, with transverse brown 
fascis : sides under the wings rufous, fasciated trans- 
versely with brown : the rump brown ; the edges of 
the feathers and spots whitish : the tail short, brown, 
barred with whitish bands : the feathered part of the 
thighs yellowish- white, with brown spots; the rest 
of them and the legs are bluish-black. 

Native of various parts of North America, appear- 
ing periodically in flocks in Nova Scotia in October 
and November ; and near Albany Fort the beginning 
of May, from whence it departs to the northward, 
and returns in August, and about the end of Sep- 
tember retires southward. It arrives in Hudson’s Bay 
in April, or early in May, when it pairs and breeds, 
and departs in August to the shores of New Jersey 
in numbers, from thence they remove in November. 
It feeds on small worais and minute shell-fish ind 
on the black-berried heath, and is much esteemed as 
food : it is said to lay four eggs. 
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FALCINELLUS. FALCINELLK. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite lon^or, sub- 
curvum, basl depressum: 
mandibulae canaliculatas. 

Nares lineares. in sulco 

o ' 

elongato positse, hoc mem- 
bran& tecti. 

Pedes t^tradactyli, digiti anr- 
teriores basi membrana 
connexi; poUeo! apice in 
terram insistente. 

FALCINELLUS. Cuv. 
SCOLOPAX. Gmel. 
NUftfENIUS. Lath. 
TRINGA. Temm. 


Beak longer than the head, 
slightly incurved, its base 
depressed: the mandibles 
channelled. • 

Nostrils linear, placed in an 
elongated groove, which is 
covered by a membrane. 

Legs four-toed, the anterior 
toes connected at their base 
by a membrane; the hinder 
toe resting on the ground 
at its tip. 


There is but one species hitherto discovered of 
this genus, and of that from its rarity but little is 
known of its manners. 

Cuvier says that it, is destitute of the hinder toe. 
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COMMON FAl-CINELLE. 


(Falcinellus pygmaeus.) 

Th, fusco-Jerrtigineo alboque variegatus, corpore subfns nropi/- 
gioque albo^ remigibus rectricibusque exierioribus al/fo mar^ 
ginatu* 

Rusty-brown Falcjnelle variegated with white, the body beneath 
and rump white, the quills and outer tail-feathers margined 
wdth white. 

Numenius pygmaeus. Lath, Ind. Orn, 1 1 . 7 13. 1 1 . 

Scolopax pygmaea? GtneL Sjqst. Nat, ii. 655. 

Le plus petit des courlis. Sonn, Buff\ xxxi.p, 245. 

Beccasseau platyrinque, Temm. man. d'Orn, 3!)8. ^Id, 2. Edit. 
2.617. 

Pygmy Curlew. Penn. Gen. Birds, 64.;?/. 11 . Lath. Gen. Syn. 
ii. 1 27. Mont. Orn. Diet, and Sup. Fig. Wale. Syn. ii. pi. 1 35. 
Leto. Brit. Birds, iv. pL 155. 

This rare bird is about six inches and a half in 
length : its summer plumage answers to the following 
description : the head and occiput arc of a dusky 
brown, divided by two longitudinal rufous bands: 
the eyebrows are white, spotted with brown : between 
*the beak and the eye is a dusky brown stripe ; the 
sides of the head are whitish, striped with brown : 
the nape is ash-coloured, longitudinally dashed with 
brown : the feathers of the, back and the scapulars 
are black, longitudinally ranged, and edged with 
rufous : the wing-coverts are dusky towards the tip 
and whitish-red at their tips : the throat, breast, and 
under parts of the body are of a pure white : the 
front and sides of the neck are reddish-white, prettily 
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COMMON FALCINELLE. 


varied with small transverse brown rays ; but all the 
feathers are tipped with white : on the sides of the 
body are several brown bands: the feathers of the 
middle of the tail are black, edged with rufous, the 
lateral feathers and the quills are bordered with 
bright ash. The winter plumage is not yet ascer- 
tained^ but the young have the top of the head of 
a bright grey edged with red: the eye-brows are 
whitish : between the beak and the eye is a brown 
stripe : the sides of the neck and the nape are whitish 
mixed with reddish-ash: 4;he feathers of the back 
and the scapulars are dusky, spotted and edged with 
rufous : the fore ])art of the neck and upper part of 
the breast are longitudinally rayed with deep brown 
and shaded with rufous : the belly, sides, and lower 
parts are pure white : the wing-coverts are dusky to- 
ward their tips, edged with reddish-white : the quills 
and lateral tail-feathers are bordered with whitish 
ash : the middle tail-feathers are black, edged with 
red : the depressed part of the beak is reddish-ash, 
the tip black : the legs are greyish-green. This species 
is a native of various parts of Europe, and has been 
occasionally taken in England, but according to Tem- 
minck it does not occur in Holland. 
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SCOLOPAX. WOODCOCK. 


Generic Character, 


nostrum longum, rectum, 
tenuisculum, apice dilatato, 
obtuso, rotundato, in mor- 
tuis utrinque rugoso : 
mandibul^ superiore late- 
ratim sulcatd, nodo intemo 
terminate ; inferiore apice 
truncate, cavat&. 

Namlateralesybasales, mem- 
bran'i tectae. 

Pedes tetradactyli; dagiti ad 
imum fisri; poilex apice 
solo inwtais: ^dnae tote 
plumosse. 


Bedk long, straight, slen- 
der, its tip dilated, obtuse, 
rounded, and in dead birds 
rugose: the upper man- 
dible is laterally sulcated 
and terminated internally 
with a knob; the lower 
mandible at its tip trun- 
cated, and cut out. 

Nostrils lateral, basal, co- 
vered by a membrane. 

four-toed ; the foes deft 
to thdr origin ; the hinder 
toe resting on its tip only: 
the tibice entirdy clothed 
with feathers. 


SCOLOPAX. Ray, Briss., Lin., Gmel., Lath., Cuv. 
RUSTICOLA. Vieill. 


In addition to the character above given, the Wood- 
cocks have the upper mandible of the beak longer 
than the lower : their wings are acute, and the first 
quill-feather is longer than the rest : the claw of the 
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COMMON \troODCOCK. 


hinder toe is rounded at its tip, and does not project 
beyond the toe itself. Another singular character 
relating to these birds, and also to those of the fol- 
lowing genus, consists in the head being compressed, 
and having its eyes, which are very large, placed very 
backward therein ; this gives them a very stupid ap- 
pearance. 

There are but two species known, which frequent 
woody places: the account of the common Wood- 
cock is indicative of their manners. 


COMMON WOODCOCK. 

(Scolopax rusticola.) 

Sc. castaneo nigro griseogue varia, subtus rt^escens fasciolis nigris^ 
JasciA capitis nigrA, 

Woodcock varied with chesnut Uack and grey, beneath reddish 
with black fasciolae, the head with a black fascia. 

Scolopax rusticola. Lin. Spst, Nat. 1 1 . 243. Gtnel. Spst. Nat. 1 . 

p. 666* Lath* Ind. Orn. ii. 713. Atk. comp. 141. 

Scolopax. Raii, Syn. 104. A. Will. Om. 213. pi* 53* Briss. 
Om. 5. 292. 1. 

LaB^casse. Buf. Ois. 7* 462. pi. 25. Buf. PI. Etd. 885. 
Btoisse ordinaire. Temm. man. d'Om. 436. Id. 2. Edit. ii. 673. 
Woodcock. Penn. Brit. Zod. 2. 178. pi. 65. Penn. Art. Zool. 
2. 470. A. Alb. Br. Birds^ 1. pi. 70. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 
129. 1. Leto. Br. Birds^ 4. 156. Wak. Syn. 2. pi. 136. 

Mont* Orn. Diet. 2. J^knt. Otn. Diet. Sup. Bew. Br. Birds, 
2.60. 

This elegant and well-known bird is about thirteen 
inches in length: the crown of the head is ash- 
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coloured, the nape and l^k part of the neck black 
mai’ked with three rusty-red bars : from thp comers 
of the mouth to the eyes a black lincf extends : orbits 
pale buff: the upper parts of the plumage are elegantly 
spotted, barred, streaked, marbled, and variegated 
with black, white, grey, ash, red, brown, rufous, and 
yellow, disposed in rows crossed and interrupted at 
intervals by lines and marks of various shapes, that 
the description is almost impossible to be given with 
accuracy : the whole of the under parts are yellowish- 
white, closely barred with dark-brown zigzag lines : 
the tail and quills are black, indented with reddish 
spots on the edges; the tip of the former is ash- 
coloured above and glossy-white beneath: the legs 
are bluish-grey. The female is rather smaller, and 
her colours are less brilliant : the wing-coverts are 
also more spotted with white. The Woodcock varies 
considerably, being sometimes found of a yellowish- 
white or reddish-yellow colour, the spots on the 
plumage of a pale tinge : also irregularly patched 
with white ; or with the wings and tail of a pure 
white : and sometimes, though very rarely, the entire 
plumage is perfectly white. 

During the summer-time the Woodcock is an in- 
habitant of Norway, Sweden, Lapland, and other 
northern countries, where it generally breeds: as 
soon, however, as the frosts commence, it retires 
southward to milder climates. These birds arrive in 
Great Britain in flocks ; some of them in October, 
but not in great numbers till November and De- 
cember : they generally take advantage of the night, 
being seldom seen to come before sunset : the time 
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of tlieir arrival depends considerably on the prevail- 
ing win^s ; for adverse winds always detain them, 
they not being %ble to struggle with ^he boisterous 
squalls of the northern ocean : after their arrival in 
bad weather, they have often been seen so much 
exhausted as to allow themselves to be seized by the 
hand when they alighted near the coast. They live 
on worms and insects ; and the number of the former 
that they devour is very considerable ; they search 
for them with their long bills in soft ground and 
moist woods, feeding and dying principally in the 
night : they go out in the evening ; and generally 
return in the same direction, or through the same 
glades, to their day retreat. 

The greater part of them leave this country about 
the latter end of February or the beginning of March, 
always pairing before they set out. They retire to 
the coast, and if the wind be fair, set out immedi- 
ately; but, if contrary, they are oft»n detained in 
the neighbouring woods and thickets for some time : 
in this crisis the sportsmen are all on the alert, and 
the whole surrounding country echoes the dischaige 
of guns. But if they are detained long on the dry 
heather, they become so lean as to be scarcely eatable. 
The instant a fair wind springs up, they seize the 
opportunity; and where the sportsman has seen hun- 
dreds in' one day, he will not find a single bird the 
next. Very few of them remain in England ; and 
perhaps with respect to those that do, it maybe owing 
to their having been so wounded by the sportsmen 
in the winter, as to be disabled from taking their 
long journey in spring. They build their aitless 
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nests on the ground; they are composed of* a few 
dried fibres and leaves, and are generally placed at 
the root of some tree: they lay four ’or five eggs, 
about the size of those of a pigeon, of a rusty colour, 
and marked with brown spots. The young run as 
soon as hatched, but cannot immediately provide for 
themselves. They are remarkably tame during incu- 
bation : a person who discovered a Woodcock on its 
nest, often stood over, and even stroked it ; notwith- 
standing which, it hatched the young ones, and, in 
due time, disappeared with them. 

A single bird was observed to remain in a coppice, 
belonging to a gentleman in Dorsetshire, through 
the summer. The place, from its shady and moist 
situation, was well calculated to maintain it: yet 
by degree^ it lost almost all its feathers, so that 
for some time it was not able to fly, and was often 
caught ; but in the summer it recovered its feathers 
and strength, and flew away.. The inhabitants of 
the north of Europe, to whose forests the Woodcocks 
wtire in the summer, never eat them ; esteeming 
tneir flesh unwholesome, from the circumstance of 
their* liaving no crops. 

In Lancashire, great numbers of these birds are 
taken by means of ti'aps in moonlight nights : long 
parallel rows of stones or sticks, about four or five 
inches high, are made on the commons which they 
frequent. In these rows several intervals or gate- 
ways are left, in which the traps are placed. When 
the bird, running about in search of food, comes to 
one of these rows, he will not cross it, but runs along 
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the side till he comes to a gateway, which he enten, 
and is caught. 

It has been remarked in England, that for several 
years past. Woodcocks have become very scarce. This 
is easily accounted for : Sweden, like other countri^, 
is making a gradual progress in the arts of luxury 
among *which the indulgence of the palate fills no 
undistinguished place. The eggs of wild-fowl have 
of late become a great delicacy among the inhabitants 
of that country, who encour^e the peasantry to find 
out their nests : the eggs of the Woodcock they are 
particularly fond of ; and the peasants ofifer them in 
large quantities for sale, in the market of Stockholm. 
From this practice it is not improbable that the breed, 
not only of this bird, but of several of the species of 
Grouse, will be considerably diminished, if not at last 
totally extirpated. 

It need scarcely be added, that the flesh of the 
Woodcock is greatly esteemed and much sought after, 
and, that nothing may be lost, the entrails are not 
drawn out, being thought a necessary appendage as. 
sauce to the bird ! 


LITTLE WOODCOCK. 

(Scolopax minor.) 

Sc. casianeo nigro rufoque varia subtm JlavescenSi occipite nigro, 
fasciis quatuor transversis Jlave$centibnii cauda nigrd* 
Woodcock varied with chcsnut black and red, beneath yellowish, 
the occiput bhick with four transverse yellowish bands, the tail 
black. 
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Scolopax minor. Gmd. Sjfst. Nat. 1. 661. Lath. Jnd. Om. 2. 

714. 

Little Woodcock. Lath. den. Syn. 5. 131. 2. Penn. Brit. Zoo!. 

2. 365. pi. 19. Wih. Amer. Om. v. vi. p. 40. pi. xlTiii.yi 2> 

Much less than the last: length eleven inches 
and a half : beak two inches and a half long : the 
forehead is ash>coloured : the occiput is black, with 
four transverse yellowish bars : from the beak to the 
eye is a dusky line : the hind part of the neck is 
black, edged with yellowish red: back and lesser 
coverts the same ; the rest of the coverts varied with 
black and red zigzag lines : the primary quills dusky : 
the chin is white : the under side of the neck, the 
breast, belly, and thighs are dull yellowish ; the belly 
being palest : the tail is black, tipped with brown : 
the legs pale brown. The young are marked with a 
broad stripe of deep brown along the crown of the 
head, and another line of the same passes through 
the eye to the hind head : back deep brown : throat 
and breast reddish. 

Native of various parts of North America : it begins 
to lay in April ; its nest is placed on the ground or 
on the stump of a tree : the female lays four or five 
eggs of a dun clay colour, thickly marked with brown 
spots, especially at the larger end. 


V. XII. P. I. 
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GALLINAGO. SNIPE. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrvm longum, rectum, te- 
nuisculum, subrotundum, 
supra sulcatum, apce dila- 
tato, obtuso, mortuis ru- 
goso. 

Nteres laterales, basales, mem- 
brani tectse. 

Pirde^tetradactjU; d^ftan- 
teriores basi membranul^ 
connexi : poikx apice solo 
innstens: Uhice parte in- 
feriore nudse. 


Beak long, straight, slender, 
slightly roundcd,above sul- 
cated, its tip dilated, obtuse, 
and in dead birds rugose. 

Nostrils lateral, basal, covered 
by a membrane. 

Feet four-toed ; the anterior 
toes connected at the base 
by a membrane; the hinder 
toe resting on its tip only : 
lower part of the tVnoe 
naked. 


GALLINAGO. Ray; Briss. 

SCOLOPAX. Lin., Gmel., Lath., Cuv., Vieill. 

Contrary to the habits of the Woodcocks, the 
birds constituting this gei\u8 inhabit exposed marshy 
plains, or meadows. They feed on worms, &c. as 
detailed in the description of the Common Snipe : 
they do not usually assemble in flocks. 

A new and highly interesting species of this genus 
was lately exhibited at a meeting of the Zoological 
Club of the Linnean Society, by my friend N. A. 
Vigors, Esq. F. L. S., who procured the specimen, 
in a recent state, during an excursion in Ireland ; 
he proposes to call it G. Sahtni, in honour of that 
distinguished British ornithologist, J. Sabine, Esq. 
F. i. S. &c. 
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Ga. nigro macidata supra testacefk^ifjttiiis albida, lined vertkis 
testaced, aUerd utrinque nigrd^^uHpJi^ugined, rectricibus 
ejfterioribus nigro Jasciatis*,^S%^ ■ ^ 


beneath whitish ; a 
" side bliusk, the 

bamd^with black. 

V i. 661. LaiL Ltd. Orn. 2. 


iV(B/. I. 666* Lath. Ind. Orn» 


Snipe spotted with 
line on the Ter^* 
taU ra8t-co|i|j|«r^^i|l%lf^ 

Scolopax ^ ^ 

714. 

. Sufi Ou. 7. 481. PI. Enl. 896. 
Penn- Brit^Zodl. 2. 188. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 
Qeni Sjftti S. 133.4. Lath. St/n. Sup. Lew. Br. 
157. Wak. Syn. 2. 137* Mont. Om. Diet. 2. and 
f ■•‘ Sup. Bern. Brit. Bird$, 11 . 67. 

Ontode Btousine. Tenm. Man. <fOm. 438. Id. 2. Edit. ii. 
676. 

Savanna Woodcock. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 133. .3. 


Length, from the^beak to the end of the tail, 
twelve inches : lieak three quarters 

(sometimes as iiin^.s»f^!M|chM,) black : the under 
mandible ^e hal:fi^y "froin the base : the top the 
headbrovra, mottl^^with nifous: down' Ae middle 
a clay«cdloured line : sides of the head pale clay- 
colour, speckled with brown : through the eye, from 
the beak, a dark brown streak, and a paler one curving 
rdund the under mandible : hind patt of the neck, 
half the back, and scapulars, chocolate-brown ; the 
feathers streaked on the sides with clay-colour, and 
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barred with ferruginous : the lower part of the back 
brown, crossed with numerous greyish>white lines : 
taihcoverts pale rufous clay colour, barred with black- 
brown, and so long, as to cover the tail for two- 
thirds of its length : the tail when spread is rounded 
at the end ; the eight middle feathers are dusky for 
three-fourths of their length from the base, the rest 
of the length rufous, crossed with two or three bars 
of black; but the four middle feathers are deep 
rufous, and the two on each side of these very pale ; 
the two outermost feathers on each side wholly black 
and white in alternate bars : the wing-coverts black- 
brown, spotted with rufous-white, the rest of the wing 
dusky black; every feather but the greater quills 
tipped with white : beneath the wings beautifully 
crossed with white and dusky bars : the fore part of 
the neck is the same as behind : the breast, belly, 
and vent, crossed with numerous dusky bars, in- 
clining to a zigzag sliape on the sides: legs pale 
bluish-bronze. 

It inhabits the extensive marshes and damp mea^ 
dows of the North ; living upon worms, snails, and 
small beetles : its nest is formed in the marshes among 
the herbs and rushes ; it lays three or four eggs of a 
greenish colour, shaded and varied with large spots 
of deep brown. This species rarely occurs in Eng- 
land, but specimens have been taken in Lancashire, 
Kent, Suffolk, and Wiltshire : and it is probable that 
maQy are consigned to the palate of the epicure, from 
sportsmen considering them to be only fine and laige 
specimens of the common species. It has been killed 
in Orkney in the winter. Dr. Latham suspects, and 
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Temminck asserts, that this species, and the Savanna 
Woodcock of the former, are both the same bird, 
slightly varying from each other from climate. 


CAYENNE SNIPE. ■ 

(^Gallinago Cayanensis.) 

Ga. cinereo-^usca iestaceo varia, corpore subtns uroppgioque albo, 
tectricibm alarum majoribus remigibusque primoribus basi al- 
bidist caudd Jasciis obscuris. 

Ash-brown Snipe varied with testaceous, the body beneath and 
the rump white, the great wing-coverts and primary quills 
whitish at the base, the tail with obscure bars. 

Soolopax Cayanensis. GmeL Syst, NaU 1. 661. Lath, Ind, Om, 
2. 715. 

Cayenne Snipe. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. 134. 5. 

Latham thus describes this species : " Length 
thirteen inches : beak straight, stout, a trifle bent at 
the end ; colour dusky, reddish at the base : plumage 
on the upper part of the body pale cinereous-brown, 
mottled with pale buff-colour : greater wing-coverts 
dirty white; some of the outer ones edged with 
brown : base of the quills white, the rest of their 
length brown, and some of the inner ones white at 
their tips : bastard wing brown : under wing-coverts 
mottled dudky and white : all the under part of the 
neck and body white : but the fore-part of the first 
a little mottled with dusky: rump white: tail the 
same as the rest of the upper part, barred and tipped 
with dusky : legs brown. Inhabits Cayenne.** 
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COMMON SNIPJS. 

(Gallinago media.) 

Ga. nigricante fulvoque mria^ alha^fronth lineisfuscUm 

quatemis^ guld Jerrugined, 

Snipe varied with dusky and fulvous^ beneath white^ the forehead 
with four fuscous lines^ the throat rust-coloured. 

Scolopax Gallinago. Linn, Syst. Nat, 1. 244. Lin, Faun. Suec. 
173. Gmel. Syst Nat, 1. 662. Raii. Syn, 105. if. Briss, Orn. 
5, 298. 2. Lath, Ind, Orn. 2. 715. Ath, comp. 143. 

Scolopax gallinaria. Gmel, Syst, Nat, 1. 662. Lath, Ind, Om, 
2. 715. variety, 

Scolopax media. Klein, Av, 99. 2. 

Becassine. Buff, Ois, 7* A^i*pl, 26. Biff, PI, Enl, 883. 
Becassine ordinaire. Temm. Man. d'Orn. 439. /(i. 2. Edd. 

ii. 676. 

Finmark Snipe. Penn, Arct, Zool, 2. 471. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. 
136. 7. var. 

Snipe or Suite. Penn, Brit. Zool. 2. 187. Penn, Arct, Zool. 2. 
366. Alb. Brit. Birds, \.pl, 71. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 134. 6. 
Le^. Brit Birds, 4. 158. Mont. Orn. Diet 2. Bew, Brit. 
Birds, 2. 68. Wils. Amer. Om. v. vi. p. \6.pl. xlvii.y; 1. 

The Common Snipe is generally about twelve 
inches in length: its beak is nearly three inches 
long; in some specimens pale brown, in others 
greenish yellow ; rather flat and dark at the tip : the 
head is divided longitudinally by three reddish-white 
lines, and two of black ; one of the former passing 
along the middle of thb crown, and one above each 
eye : a dusky streak extends from the coiners of the 
mouth nearly to the eyes, behind which is a small 
spot of the same colour : the chin and fore*part of 
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the neck are yellowish-white, the latter being spotted 
with brown : the scapulars are elegantly striped with 
black and yellow: the quills are dusky, the edges of the 
primaries, and tips of the secondaries, white ; those 
next to the back barred with black, and pale rufous: 
the under surface of the wings is beautifully tessel- 
lated with cinereous and whitish : the tail-coverts are 
reddish-brown ; and so long as to cover the greatest 
part of it : the tail is dusky black at its base, then 
crossed with a band of oi’ange and a slender one of 
black ; the tips arc whitish or pale orange : the breast 
and belly are white : the vent is dull yellow : the legs 
arc pule green. It varies occasionally in having its 
throat, breast, back, and wings beautifully varied 
with white j also in being totally of a reddish-white ; 
or of a pure white. It is also found with a grey head 
and yellowish legs ; this last-mentioned variety is the 
Finmark Snipe of Latham. 

These birds do not frequent woods ; but during 
winter they are very common in wet meadows and 
marshy places, where they lie concealed among the 
rushes, carices, and osiers which grow on the borders 
of the stream. In the summer time they disperse to 
different parts, and are to be found even amongst the 
highest mountains, as well as on the lowest and most 
extensive moors : they are migratory, a considerable 
portion of them leaving this country in the spring 
and returning in the autumn. Many, however, re- 
main with us through the whole year. These make 
their nests of dried gr^ and feathers, in the most 
retired and inaccessible parts of the marshes, and 
generally under the stump of an alder or a willow: 



56 


COMMON SNIPE. 


the female lays four dggs, of a dirty olive colour, 
marked with dusky ^ots. The young are able to 
run almost immediately after they are freed from 
the shell, but the old birds attend them till their 
beaks become of a sufficient firmness to enable them 
■ to provide for themselves. During the breeding season 
Snipes play over the moors, piping and h umm in g in 
a most pleasing manner : and the male bird, whilst 
its mate sits upon her eggs, often poises himself on his 
wings, making sometimes a whistling and sometimes 
a humming noise. 

These birds feed on small worms, on slugs, and 
the larvae of insects, in search of which they are con* 
stantly digging and nibbling with their beaks in the 
soft mud. In severe frosts the inclemency of the wea- 
ther compels them to resort to sheltered springs, 
unfrozen boggy places, or an open streamlet of water: 
here they are oftentimes found in large flights, and 
so subdued by cold or hunger, that they will sit till 
nearly trodden upon before they will take flight: 
but, at all times, when roused by the approach of. 
the sportsman or his dogs, they utter a feeble whistle, 
and generally fiy off against the wind, turning nimbly, 
in a zigzag direction, for a considerable distance, and 
sometimes soaring almost beyond the reach of vision. 

They are greatly esteemed for the table, and in 
flavour greatly resemble the woodcock, but are more 
doUcato^ but like it they are cooked without extract- 
ing their entrails, and though generally very fat, they 
s^dom cloy even the weakest stomadi. 

Sn^s lure very greatly diffiised over the continents 
of £wrppe,,and Asia: they also occur in Africa, being 
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foand at the Cape of Good Hope ; and in very great 
abundance in parts of North America : in several of 
tlm counties of England they are in great plenty; 
indeed so much so were they formerly in Cambridge- 
shire, that as many were taken, according to Mr. 
Daniel, in Milton fen, by means of a lark-net, in one 
night, and by one man, as would fill a small hamper. 


JACK SNIPE. 

(Gallinago minima.) 

Ga. mriegata^ uropygio violaceo mrio, pedibus viresceniibus, loris 
fuscis. 

Variegated Snipe^ with the rump varied with violet^ the legs 
greenish, the lores brown. 

Gallinago minima. Rail. Syn, 105. A* 

Gallinago minor. Brm. Orn. 5. SOS. 3. pi. 2. 

Scolopax gallinula. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 244. 8. Gmel. Sy'^t. 

Nat. 1. 662. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 716. Atk. comp, 144. 

La petite Becassine. Buff. Ois. 7. 490. 

Becassine sourde. Temm. Man.tTOrn. 440. Id. 2. Edit. 2. 678. 
Jack Snipe, Judcock, or Gid. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 189. pi. 68. 
Penn. Arct, Zool. 2. 367- Albin. Birds, 3. pi. 86. Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 136. 8. Lew. Brit. Birds, 4. pi. 159. Mont. Orn. 
Diet. 2. Betv. Brit. Birds, 2. 7S. 

This species greatly resembles the former ; but it 
is considerably smaller ; its length being only eight 
inches and a half : the beak is about an inch and a 
half in length, pale towards its base, and black at its 
tip : the head is divided longitudinally by a black 
streak, which reaches from the base of the beak to 
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the nape ; beyond this, on each side, is a band of a 
yellowish colour, passing over each eye to the hinder 
part of the neck ; in the midst of which is a narrow 
black stripe, running parallel to the former: the 
neck is white, spotted with brown and pale-red : the 
scapulars are very narrow, long, and beautifully bor- 
dered with yellow on their outer edges, and streaked 
and marked with bright rust-colour on* a deep brown 
ground, glossed with bronze and purple tints, on 
their inner webs : the quills are dusky : the rump is 
of a glossy bluish-purple : the belly and vent are 
white : the tail is dark brown with ferruginous edges : 
the legs are dirty green. 

The manners of this species are very similar- to 
those of the preceding. Their flight is swifter and 
more direct : they do not appear to be so numerous in 
this country as the last described ; and they continue 
with us nearly the whole year : they breed in the 
marshes, and their eggs are coloured the same as 
those of the Common Snipe, but they arc much 
smaller, not being much larger than those of the 
Lark ; they are five or six in number. It is found 
in most parts of Europe, and in North America, but 
appears with us much later than the former species, 
and is not known to remain in this country during 
the breeding season : it is a solitary bird, and among 
rushes, or- other thick coverts, it will lie till in danger 
of being trod on, and when roused seldom flies far. 
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JAVAN SNIPE. 

(Gallinago saturata.) 

Ga. rostra subelotigato apice tuberculato, supra ex nigro saiura- 
tissimo castaneoque variegata, subtus pallidior. 

Snipe with its beak rather elongated and its tip tuberculated, above 
variegated with deep black and chesnut, beneath paler. 
Scolopax saturata. Horsjidd. Linn. Trans. -saxup. \9\. 

Lbi^gth twelve inches : at the base of the lower 
mandible is a small whitish spot : the anterior part of 
the neck is transversely banded with black and ches- 
nut ; the breast and abdomen are sooty-black with 
irregular dusky bands. Tliis is one of the rarest of 
Javan birds, found once only near a mountain lake, 
at an elevation of 7900 feet above the ocean. De- 
scribed as above in the thirteenth volume of the Lin- 
nean Transactions by Dr. Horsfield. 



MACRORHAMPHUS. LONGBEAK. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum lon^ssimiiiii, rec- 
tum, terctiusculum, medio 
subgradle, apce dilatato, 
subincurvo, rugoso. 

Notes laterales, basales. 

Pedes tetradactyli, diffR et- 
teriores basi membran& 
cunnexi; poUex supvx scAo 
inastens: tUnai parte in- 
fvriore nudse. 


Beak very long, straight, 
rounded, rather slender in 
the middle, its tip dilated, 
somewhat incurved and ru- 
gose. 

Nostrils lateral, basal. 

Leg's four-toed; the outer 
connected at thwbase 
by a membrane; the hinder 
one resting on its tip alone: 
the lower part of the tiiioe 
naked. ^ 


SCOLOPAX. Gmel., Lath., Nills., Temm. 
MACRORHAMPHUS. Leach. 

There is but one species known of this genus, 
which was established by my friend Dr. Leach, and 
named by him, as above, in the Catalogue of the In- 
digenous Animals preserved in the British Museum. 
Temminck, in the second edition of his Manuel, con- 
siders it as a true Scolopax, but in that opinion I 
cannot coincide, as its habits are so very dissimilar to 
those of the birds of that genus, and its beak is, more- 
over, jM[.||ucb larger, and more expanded at its tip 
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than in that of the Woodcock : added to which, the 
membrane between its two outer toes mlllSi^^di- 
stinctive character. ' if;; 






BfX. dnerep^i^ guli ventre 

nigro fatdatis. 

Ashf'broiro. with the wings brown, 

the eyo-Iwa^ white, the rump and 

tail-feMlN^ 

WiaTCR' JDafUMi'i^tSc^ai^^ grisea. Gmel. Sgst. Nat. !• 658. 

. Lath, lad, 724. Atk. comp. 143. 

Macrori»ia|lhas griseus. Leach, Cat. Brit. Mas. p. 31 . 
Seoiopaz Pajrkullii. NUlt. Om, Suec, 2. 106. 

Becassine ponctute. Temm.-man. dOm. 2. Edit. ii. 679. 

Brown Snipe. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2.365. iMth. Gen, Spn.S. 

154. Mont. Ofit. Diet. 2.^ and pi. in Sup. 

Summer DRE8S.>v>Sci9hqpiS:' KorelN^aoenris. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 

■;l. §58f ■ 

Tetanus NoVeBSiiW^ ^ ^ ■^tP’ 

Red-breEBted Snipe. ' J^a^^^^j^e0iii^!^^,_ .L>ath.Cien. Sytt. 
5. 153. Ametr. 45.^ 

The winter pluniage' -of this rare bird answera to 
the following description: its len^h irelK^ji^^ 
inches and a half : its beak is brown : the top of its 
head, the neck, breast, and wing-coverts are plain 
ashy'brown : between the beak and eye is a stripe of 
the same colour: the eyebrows, belly, throat, and 
thighs are pure white: the sides of the body are 
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white varied with waves of clear browi^: the back 
and scapulars arc clear brown, with all the feathers 
tipped with deeper brown ; the rump and under tail- 
coverts are white, marked with broad blackish lu- 
nules, which are converted into transverse bands on 
the upper tail-coverts ; all of the tail-feathers them- 
selves are closely rayed with alternate bands of black 
and white: the legs are greenish yellow. During 
the summer this species is distinguished by shades of 
reddish-brown on the top of the head, on the nape, 
the back, and on the scapulars, all of which parts are 
irregularly varied with black and yellowish: the 
cheeks and eyebrows are bright reddish: the fore- 
part of the neck and the breast is reddish-brown : the 
wing-coverts are ash-colour, edged with whitish : the 
belly, rump, and tail are the same as in the winter. 
The young in the first year have all the upper parts 
black, except the nape, which is brown } each feather 
is edged with a broad fillet of bright red : the eye- 
brows and all the under parts are dull whitish tinged 
with red ; which colour is most predominant on the 
breast : all the feathers of this part, as well as those 
of the sides of the body and the eyebrows, are spotted 
with very small brown dots ; and the middle tail- 
feathers are tipped with red. 

The native country of this species appears to be 
North America, where it is very abundant : two spe- 
cimens, however, have been killed in Europe, one in 
Sweden, the other ib England ; the latter was shot 
bn the coast of Devonshire in the beginning of 
October, and having fallen into the hands of that 
zealous oniiihologist Montagu, was purchased, with 
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the rest of fcis valuable collection of the Fauna of the 
British Islands, by the Trustees of the British Mu- 
seum, in which repository it now remains in excellent 
preservation. Montagu remarks, in his Ornitholo- 
gical Dictionary, that it was very tame, and suffered 
the person who killed it to approach very near, and 
that it was in poor condition. Wilson has given some 
account of its manners, which are somewh&t different 
from those of the Snipes. . It arrives on the sea-coast 
of New Jersey early in April, and is seldom seen 
inland: early in May it proceeds to the north to 
breed, and returns by the end of July or beginning 
of August : during its stay it dies in flocks, some- 
times very high, and has then a loud and shrill 
whistle. They sometimes settle in such numbers and 
so close together, that upwards of eighty have been 
shot at one discharge of the fowling-piece ! When 
they are flushed, they spring up with a loud whistle, 
and generally rise very high, making several cir- 
cuitous manoeuvres in the air before they descend. 
They frequent the mud-flats at low-water in search 
of food, which consists of small molluscae: in the 
month of September they become very fat, and are 
said to be excellent food : shortly afterwards they 
leave the United States and retire southwards. 



llHYNCHiEA. RHYNCH^A. 


Generic Character. 


nostrum longum, tenuis- 
culum, supra sulcatum, 
versus apicem tumidiu8> 
culum, apice Isevigato in> 
curvo. 

Ncares laterales in sulco sitse. 

Aloe breves, subooncavae ; re< 
migibus secunda, tertia 
longioribus. 

Pedes tetradactyli ? dsgiti 
exteriore basi membranfi 
coalid, poUex apce solo 
innstens. 


Bedk long, slender, sulcated 
above, and swollen towards 
its tip ; the tip smooth and 
incurved. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
groove. 

Wings short, slightly con- 
cave; the second quills 
longer than the third. 

Feet four-toed? the outer 
toes joined at their base by 
a membrane, the dp of the 
hinder toe alone resting on 
the ground. 


RHYNCH^. Cuv.,Horsf. 
SCOLOPAX. Linn. Gmel., Lath. 
GALLINA60. Briss. 
BOSTRATULA. Vieill. 


T'hE birds of this genus arc native»of tropical cli- 


mates, but not of America. The two mandibles of 
the beak are nearly even, and are slightly arcuated at 
their tips. 
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They resemble the Snipes, but their colours are 
mtrrr Irnllinnt ||)^ are remarkable for the ocel- 
lated spots feathers of their wings and 

tails are adorned. habits are unknown. 


(RhyncliM$l^|i^.} 

Rh. roslro line&que verlicis ruJescenHbtti,jRtteiA:j»tl^fi^ nigrd, 
lined utrinque dorsali albd. • I ' / 

Rhyochaea with the beak and a line on the ve^ta;' a 

black fascia on the breast^ and a white line on each side jf |he 
back. " ^ 

Scolopax capensis. Linn* Syst. Nat, 1.246. 14. Gtnel, Syit. 

Nat, 1. 666. Lath. Ind, Om, 2. 716/ 

Gallinago Capitis Boni Spei. Brisz, Om, App. I4l.pl. 6, 

La Becassine du Cap de Bonne Esperaa^. Buff\ Ois. 7, 494. 
Buff. PI. Enl. 270. 

Cape Snipe. Lath. Gen. Syn: 5. 138. 9. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup, 
1. 244. 

This bird is the' sism p^^ its 

length is len niches: ito|K^,Jp^i9^<im(ch 
q[uarters in length ; its colour is reddiidt brown : the 
cfO^ head is ashrcoloiufed, cr<nfi^iiith bhu^ 
streaks: down the midcfiew d palO'l^^ the 
base of the beak to the hind head ; round the eyes 
white, ending in a streak behind : the under part is 
bounded by a black line ; the rest of the head and 
neck are rufous : the upper part of the body, wings, 
and tail are ash-coloured, transversely waved and 
V. XII. p. I. S 
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crossed with black : the quills have four ot five 
lowish bars on the inner web of each feather, and 
about the same number of similar coloured round 
spots on the outer web : the tail-feathers are marked 
in the same manner ; the four middle feathers having 
yellowish bars, and the four outer ones on each side 
being spotted : the outer edge of the quills is streaked 
with white : at the upper part of the breast is a band 
of black ; from this all the under parts are whitish : 
the legs are dusky. Inhabits the Gipe of Good Hope. 


CHINESE RHYNCH^EA. 


(Rbynchea SinensiB.) 

Rh. ceerulescente Jitsco rufo nigroque variegala, superciliis lined 
verbids guld abdomineque aVn». 

Rhynchtea variegated with bluish,, brown, red, and black, with 
the eyebrows, a line on the vertex, the throat and abdomen 
white. 

Scolopax Sinensis. Ledh.Ind.Om.2.1\T. 

La Becassine de la Chine. Buff, Oit. 7. 495. Buff. PI. Enl. 88 1 . 
Cape Snipe, B. Lath. Gen. Syn, 6. 139. 

This has smnewhat the appearance of the former, 
and is thtis described by Latham : “ Smaller than the 
Common Snipe: length ten inches: beak yellow, 
With a ^sky tip : t(q> the head brown, mixed with 
black : down the middle of the crown, and ovmr each 
eyftt af StHpe of white : the chin white : the rest of 
the 'htad and neck mixed<^p»y and pale-brown : the 
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fore pilft of thencdc is otreaked perpendicalwrljr; and 
the back part, and all round the bottoin, transversely: 
the upper part of the body and wings delicately mixed 
and waved with bluish-grey, brown, pale-rufous, and 
black : breast and under-parts white : quills dusky, 
marked with ovd cream-coloured ^ts: tail blue- 
grey and dudcy mixed, with three or four roundish 
cream-coloured spots on each feather, surrounded with 
black : legs grey. Inhabits China.** 


MADAGASCAR BHYKCHiEA. 

(Rhynchffia Madagaacariensis.) 

Rh. cinereo^ griseo, nigroque undulata, capUe collogue rufis. 
Rhynchaea undulated with cinereous, grey> and black, with the 
head and neck rufous. 

Scolopax Capensis, 7 . Lath. Ind, Om. 2 . 717* 

Becassine de Madagascar. Buff, Hist. Nat. Ois. 8 . 495. Bijffl 
PI. Enl. 922. 

Rallus Bengalensis. Ltnn. 5^^. Nat. 1 . 263. Gmel. Syet. Nat. 
1 . 715. var. 

Totanus Bengalensis. Briss. Om. 5. 209. var. 

Le Chevalier vert. Buj^. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8 . 520. var. 

Bengal Water RaiL Albin. BirdSf 3. pi. 90. 

Cape Snipe, var. C. and D. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 139. and 140. 

In length ten inches : its beak is dnsky'-red : round 
the eye white, passing a trifle down the neck on 
each side ; eyebrows black ; the rest of the head and 
the neck rufous : the chin white : the lower part 
of the neck and bade undulated with l^u:k and 
grey ; and the wing-ceverts with dnereous: the le- 
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coudaries and tail are waved with black and grey, 
with three or four pale*rufous oval spots, edged with 
black: the primaries are alternately banded with 
rufous and black : the under parts of the body are 
white : the legs are dirty red. The Rallus Ben* 
galensis scarcely differs from the above : it has the 
crown white : the upper part of the back, the sca- 
pulars and wing-coverts of a greenish cast : the lower 
part of the back and rump white: the primaries 
purple and the secondaries green: in other respects 
it does not materially differ from the first mentioned. 
This species is found at Madagascar and Bengal. 


MADRAS RHYNCH^EA. 

(Rhynchgpa? maderaspatana.) 

Rh P nigricante Jvlvoque varia suhtus alba, capUe Jiudis tribus, 
dnrso duqbus Jusco-nigpeantibus, pectoris unicA nigrA. 
Rhynchffia varied with dusky and fulvousi beneath white, with 
three fascie on the head, and two on the back of a dusky- 
brown, and one on the breast black. 

Rhynchsea orientalis. Linn. Trans, xiii. 193. 

Scolopax maderaspatana. Gmel. Sgst, Nat. 1. 667. Xo/A. Jnd. 
Om:2.7l7. 

Gallinago maderaspatana. Briss. Orn. 5. 308. 

La Becassine de Madras. Buffi Ois. 7. 496. 

^tftridge Snipe. Raii. Syn. \9Z.pl. l.f. 2. 

Madras Snipe. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 141. 10. 

The native place of this bird is Madras, and it 
differs from the rest of the species of this genus in 
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having the hinder toe of an equal length with the 
fore ones : its beak is pale>rafous : the head is divided 
longitudinally by a brownish stripe, which extends 
from the base of the beak to the hind-head ; and is 
accompanied on each side of the head, behind the 
eyes, with anothw : the prevailing colours of the upper 
parts are fulvous and dusky: on the back are two* 
dusky-brown bands: the quills and tail are varie- 
gated with black, fulvous, and grey : the throat and 
fore part of the neck are fulvous, sprinkled with 
dusky : on the breast is a black band : the rest of the 
under parts is white. 

Also found in Java. 
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Generic Character. 


Sostnm ban crassum, lon- 
gissimuin, teretiusculum, 
paulo recurvum, apce 
Iseve, obtuso: mandibula 
Buperiore lateratim 8ul> 
cata, nodo interno termi- 
nata. 

Nares laterales, in sulco lon- 
gitudinal! sitae. 

Pedes lon^, tetradactyli ; 
dUgiUs exterioribus mem- 
bran& connexis : poUex 
apice in temun innstente. 


Beede thick at its base^ very 
long, rounded, rather re- 
curved, the tip smooth, 
obtuse: the upper man- 
dible laterally sulcated, 
and terminated by an in- 
ternal node. 

NosirUs lateral, placed in a 
longitudinal groove. 

Legs long, wiUi ,/bur toes; 
the outer ones connected 
by a membrane; the dp of 
the hinder toe alone resting 
on the ground. 


FEDOA. Ray. 

LIMOSA. Briss., Beck., Temm., Cuv., Hors. 

SCOLOPAX. Linn., GmeL, Lath. 

Godwits are well characterised by the slight 
recurvation at the tip of their beaks j which are very 
long : their nostrils are placed in a groove, which is 
Covered by a pierced membrane. Their legs are long 
and slender, and they are naked for a considerable 
distance above the knee : the membrane between the 
external toes extends to the first joint. Their wings 
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are mediocral, and their first quill is the longest. Their 
long and flexible beak is well calculated for procuring 
their food, which consists of worms, in the soft mud, 
and being exquisitely furnished with nerves, is very 
sensitive. They are a timid and solitary tribe, fre- 
quenting damp meadows, soft marshes, and the muddy 
banks of rivers : they seldom, however, remain above 
a day or two in the same place, but remove in flocks 
during the night, flying very high. They are mi- 
gratory i and moult twice in the year. Their flesh is 
excellent. Their cry resembles that of a goat. 


AMERICAN OODWIT. 

(Fedoa Americana.) 

Fe. rufa nigro varia, tubtus alba, remigibus secondariis ni/u 
nigro punctalis, pedibus Jusci$. 

Red Godwit varied with black, beneath white, the secondary 
quills rufous, spotted with black, the legs brown. 

Scolopax Fedoa. Lin, Syst. Nat. 1. 244. Gtael. Syst. Nat. I. 

663. Lath. Ind. Orn. 718. 

Limosa Americana ru&. BrUs. Orn. 5. 287* 

Limosa Fedoa. Sabine. Frank. Joum. App> 689. 

Fedoa Americana. Edw. Birds, ]d. \2'7 • 

Barge rouge de la bale d’Hudson. Buff. Ois. 7. 507. 

American Ghriwit. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 371. XolA. Gen, Syn, 
5. 142. 

Great Marbled Godwit. Wils. Amer. Orn. v. vii. p. 30. pi. Ivi. 

4 . 

The male of this bird is nineteen inches long, and 
thir ty-four inches in extent: the beak is nearly six 
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inches in length, a little turned up towards the ex* 
tremity, where it is black ; the base is of a pale pur- 
plish-flesh colour : chin and upper part of the throat 
whitish : head and neck mottled with dusky-brown 
and black on a ferruginous ground: breast barred 
with waved lines of black : back and scapulars black, 
marbled with pale brown : rump and tail-coverts of a 
very light brown, barred with dark brown : tail even, 
except the two middle feathers, which are a little the 
longest : wings , pde ferruginous, elegantly marbled 
with dark brown ; the four first primaries black on the 
outer edge; inside and lower parts of the wings 
bright ferruginous : belly and vent light rust colour, 
with a tinge of lake. The female differs in wanting 
the bars of black on the breast. 

Inhabits North America. They are Us shy, cau- 
tious, and watchful bird^; but, according to Wilson, 
they are so strongly attached to each other, that on 
wounding one in a flock, the rest are immediately 
arrested in their flight, and make so many circuits 
over the spot where it lies fluttering and screaming, 
that the sportsman often makes great destruction 
among them. They are found in the salt marshes of 
the United States in May, and part of June, and 
also on their return in October and Novbinber ; at 
which time they are usually fat and in high estima- 
tion for the table. 
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(Fedoa mclanura.) 


Fk. cauda nigra, basi albd^ remigibus specula alba, unguibus 
mediis elongalis denticulatism 

God wit witli a black tail^ with ij^slmse white, a white specuhiin ou 
the quills, and the inner clawf|j^longated and denticnlate<l. 
Fedoa nostra sccuiida. 

GmeL Si/sl» Nat. 1 . 


ScoIoi>ax Liniosa. Gnii 

6C(i. 

l^a Barge ou Burge Ois. 5.500. 

pi. 27. Bujf. PI. Enl. f 7; ' ^ 

Liinosa nielauura. Ternm, 2. 664. 

Hors. Linn. Trans, xiii. 193. SiAinii :Fffink* Jonnm* App. 
689. ^ 

I^c Barge it queue noire. Cuv. Reg* Anim. 

Jadreka Snipe. Lath. Gen. Si/n. 5. 146. Mont. 

and Sup. xvilh pi. Letv. Brit. Birds. 4}. pi. 162. " 

Summer Ur kss. — Scolopax Bclgicu. Gmd. Sysl. Nat. 1, 663. 
IaiIJi. hid. Orn. 2. 719. 

Scolopax (J.ilgoccphala. Linn. Sj/sl. NaU 1. 246.‘^Gmc/. Sijsl. Nat. 

1.667. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 719. 

La Grande Barge Rouss, Biiff'. Hist. Nat. Ois^ 5, 505. Bi^. 
ri.Enl.9\C). 

Red Godwit. Penn. Brit. Zool. pi. B. B. ,Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 
142. IValc. Syn. 2. 140. Levo. Brit. Birds, 4. pL 160. Mont. 
Orn. Diet. 1. 



The distinguishing characters of this bird, arc its 
having the tail of an uniform black with a white 
base ; the nail of the middle toe dentate j and a 
wliite spot on the wing-quills. Length about six- 
teen inches. Its summer plumage possesses the fol- 
lowing colours : its beak is bright orange at its base, 
with a black tip : from the upper mandible of tlie 
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beak to the eye is a reddish^white band} and be- 
tween the latter and the beak is a brown ^ce : the 
feathers on the top of the head are black, edged with 
bright red: the throat and neck are bright red, 
marked with very small brown dots : the breast and 
sides are bright red transversely rayed with slender 
zigzag black bars : the top of the back and scapulars 
are deep black, with all the feathers terminated by a 
bright red band edged with very small spots of the 
same colour : the wing-coverts are ash-coloured : the 
lower part of the back and the tail are deep black j 
the basal half of the latter and base of the wing- 
quills and the under parts of the body pure white : 
legs black. In the winter all the upper parts of the 
body are of an uniform ashy-brown, varied with deeper 
shades in the direction of the shafts of the feathers : 
the throat, the fore part of the neck, the breast, and 
the sides are of a bright grey : the rump is dusky : 
the under part of the body and abdomen, the upper 
part of the quills, and the base of the tail-feathers are 
pure white ; and throughout all the latter is a deep 
black band ; the central feathers being tipped with 
white : the base of the beak is dull orange, and its 
tip is black : the legs are dusky brown. Tlie young 
have the band between the upper mandible of the 
beak and the eye, the throat, the base of the tail- 
feathers, that of the quills, with the lower parts of 
the body and the abdomen pure white : the feathers 
on the top of the head are brown, edged with red : 
the neck and breast are clear ashy-red : the feathers 
of the back and scapulars are dusky, surrounded by a 
red margin: the wing-coverts are grey, edged and 
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tipped by a large reddish>white spot : the tip of the 
tail'feothers white, and of the beak brown. 

This species is found in various parts of Europe, 
and idso occurs in North America: it is found in 
marshy places and meadows, cm the muddy banks of 
ditches and pools of water : it migrates spring and 
autumn, and breeds in the north, forming a nest 
among high plants, and laying four deep olive>coloured 
eggs, speckled with large spots of pale brown : it feeds 
upon caterpillars, insects, worms, and the spawn of 
frogs. 

It is a very rare species in England, but abounds 
in Holland : in the former country it never occurs 
in summer. 


MEYERS GODWIT. 

(Fedoa Meyeri.) 

Fa, roHro longUsimo, redridbus dmhu mediis lateralUmsque 
loBgitudinali reliquis transversim, albo nigroque radiatis. 
Godwit with a vay long beak, the two middle and lateral tail- 
feathers longitu^nally, and the rest transversely, radiated with 
black and white. 

Limosa Meyeri. (Leisler.) Temm. man. tfOm. 434. 

Barge Meyer. Temm, man. d’Om. 434. 

This species has some of the tml-feathers barred 
transversely with white and dusky j the two middle 
ones and the lateral one on each side longitudinally 
rayed: the claw of the middle toe is entire: the 
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length of the bird is near sixteen inches. In the 
summer the top of its head, its nape, back, and sea* 
pulars are dusky brown, the edges of each feather 
spotted with yellowish: the under parts of the body 
(with the exception of the belly, which is pure white) 
are clear reddish-yellow, varied on the sides of the 
breast, of the body, and on the under tail-coverts 
with black streaks : the quills are .black, marked 
on their inner webs with white. In the winter 
all the upper parts of the body are of a grey-brown, 
with the head and neck of a deeper grey : the 
fore part of the neck and the top of the breast are 
grey, with transverse dui^y stripes : the rest of the 
under parts are pure white, except the sides, which 
are brown, and similarly striped to the upper part of 
the breast : the quills are black : the tail is barred 
with alternate bars of white and dusky ; but on some 
of the feathers they are disposed transversely, and 
upon others longitudinally : the beak is of a dirty 
yellow at its base and dusky at its tip : the legs are 
black. 

Inhabits the muddy banks of rivers towards the 
north, and is occasionally found in. Germany : it is 
su^KMed to breed in the polar regions. 






77 


RED GODWIT. 

(Fedoa ru&.) 

Fb. roHro longa^ eaudd dbdjiucd trantoersim radiaiS, utiguibus 
mediit brevit integris. 

Godwit with a long beak^ the tail white, transrenely striped 
with brown, the middle claws stout and entin. 

Scolopax Lapponica. Linn, Stfit. Nat. 1. 246# LaA, Ind, Om, 
2.718. 

Fedoa Americana, pectore rufo. Edw. Birth, pi. 138. 

Limosa rufa. plf 25, J^^^ Tmm. man. 

Big. PI. Enl. 

La Barge aboyeuse dnim. 1. 488. 

Red Godwit. Ben. firij. > 

Young. — Scolopax leitoophea. Lath, Ind. Om, 2. 719. 

Limosa grisea majo#. B^s. Om, 5. 272, pi, 2A.f. 2. 

Common Godwit. Pend. Brit. Zool. 120. B. Lath, Gen, Syn. 
5. 144. Lath. Syh. 8t^. 1. 245. Mont. Om. Diet. 1. Bern. 
Brit. Bjiriiftf 2^78, 

Grey GodwHl Lem. Brit. Birdi, 4.jri. 161 . Don. Brit. Birds, 

4.piM'-^" . 

■ k- .... - ” ■ ' '■ 

Godwit by 

the taH^rai^lililiieing transversely rayed with white 
and brown, the claw of the middle toe being entire, 
and by the length of its beak. The length is about 
thirteen inches and a half. In the summer the top 
of its head and the nape are fine red, longitudinally 
rayed with brown : the eyebrows, throat, sides of the 
neck, and all the under parts are bright red ; the 
sides of the breast, and the under tail*coverts being 
varied with longitudinal black streaks : the back, sea* 
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pulars, and the slender feathers which cover the quills 
are deep black ; all the webs marked with oval spots 
of a bright red: the wing-coverts are grey, edged 
with pure white : the rump is white varied with brown 
spots : the quills are black, internally marbled with 
white : the tail is alternately rayed with bars of brown 
and white. The young have the head, nape, the top 
of the back, and the scapulars deep brown, edged 
irregularly with yellowish-white : the wing-coverts are 
edged with a whitish band : the forehead, eyebrows, 
the throat, the breast, belly, vent, and rump are pure 
white, as are the under tail-coverts, but the latter 
are longitudinally varied with brown spots : the fore 
part of the neck and the sides of the breast are 
reddish-ash varied with small brown longitudinal 
streaks: the quills are black: the tail-feathers are 
alternately barred with brown and reddish-white. 

The Red Godwit is found in various parts of Eu- 
rope, Asia, and North America: in England it is found 
throughout the year, — ^in the spring and summer re- 
siding in the fens and marshes, where it breeds; 
but in the winter it removes to the salt marshes on 
the coast, particularly near the mouths of large rivers 
and inlets. It feeds upon small worms and insects, 
and is much esteemed by epicures as a great deli- 
cacy, aRd sells very high : it is commonly taken in 
nets with the Ru^ by means of a stale or stufied 
bird. 
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UEO-DREASTED GODWIT. 

(Fcdoa pectoralis.) 

Vz.Jusco ferrugineoque varia^ subtus rufa, criiso tectricibusque 
cauda inferioribus albis» rectricibus duabus intermediis sub^ 
elongatis. 

Godwit varied with brown and rust-colour^ beneath red, with the 
vent and under tail-coverts white, the two middle tail-feathers 
rather elongated. 

Limosa noveboracensis. Leach. Cat. Brit. Mas, p. 32. 

Limosa rufa, var. Temm. man. d^Orn. Ed, 2. ii. 669. 
Red-breasted Snipe. Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. toithjlg. Mont. 
Linn. Trans. \x,p. 198. 

Temminck suspects that this bird, called the Red- 
breasted Snipe by Mont^, is merely a variety of 
the Red Godwit y but as the last author is decidedly 
of opinion that it is perfectly distinct that spe- 
cies, 1 shall give the description in his own wotds, 
remarking, however, that it is well ascertained to be 
difPerent from the Red-breasted Snipe of the Arctic 
Zoology, which is the opposite sex of the Brown Snipe 
of the same work. 

Ite length (says Montagu) is fifteen inches : 
beak three inches long, slightly reflected, and of a 
dusky colour, except at the base of the under man- 
dible, which is pale \ . the tipper mandible longest, 
and almost the eighth of an inch : irides dusky orbits 
white : crown of the head ferruginous, stretdced'with 
dusky : sides of the head, chin, and throat, fore part 
of the neck, breast, belly, and sides, bright bay, palest 
on the chin, and with a few solitary white feathers on 
the belly : round the vent and under tail-coverts, the 
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feathers are white, tipped with bay, showing part of 
the white : upper part of the neck behind ferruginous, 
slightly marked down the shafts with dusky : lower 
part of the hind-neck, upper part of the back, and 
scapulars dusky, spotted with ferruginous on the 
margin of the feathers : lower part of the back and 
rump white, with oblong dusky spots down the shafts: 
upper tail-coverts barred dusky and ferruginous, be- 
coming white at the base of the feathers : prime quills 
dusky black, the six first mottled with brown and 
white on the inner webs towards the base the se- 
condaries cinereous, margined and spotted with white : 
the shafts of all more or less white : greater coverts 
of the prime quills black ; from the fifth tipped with 
white : those of the secondaries cinereous, the inner 
webs spotted with white : lesser coverts a mixture of 
dusky, cinereous, and white, dashed with ferruginous, 
with a few feathers near the quills spotted ferruginous 
like the back: under wing-coverts white, elegantly 
barred, and spotted with black : tail nearly even at 
the end, the two middle feathers the largest, the 
whole marked with eight or nine alternate bars of 
black and white quite to the base, forming, when the 
tail is spread, so many concentric semicircular bands : 
legs dusky black/* 

This, species has been taken occasionally in Eng- 
land, in the counties of Devon and Cornwall. 
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(Fedoa Hudsonica.) 

VK.Jusca maculis albis, subtus castaneo-^erruginea Jhsciis fuscis, 
superciliis gulB uropt/gio rectricibusque bast albis. 

Brown Godwit^ with white spots, beneath rusty-chesnut with 
brown bands, the eyebrows^ throat, rump, and base of the tail- 
feathers white. 

Scolopax Hudsonica. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 720. 

Hudsonian Godwit. Lath. Syn, Sup. 24C. Penn. Arct. Zool. 
Sup. p. 68. 

This approaches somewhat to the Red-breasted 
Godwit : it is given from Latham, who thus describes 
it from a specimen in his own collection : *' Length 
seventeen inches : beak three inches long, turning 
upwards ; the base half pale, the rest black : top of 
the head blackish, spotted or streaked with dusky 
white : sides of the head and back, part of the neck 
much the same : lore dusky : over the eyes, from the 
beak, a white streak : chin nearly white : back and 
scapulars dusky brown, spotted with rufous-white, 
one spot being placed on each side of the shaft, for 
the most part, though in the large feathers two: 
wing-coverts brown, some of the middle ones mixed 
with paler, with the addition of some white spots ; 
larger coverts plain ash- colour : quills black, the shafts 
white ; the base of all, from the fourth, white to about 
one-third of their length ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
white : the under parts of the bird, the whole way 
from the throat to the vent, fine rufous-chesnut, 
V. XII. p. I. 6 
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waved across with dusky lines, each feather having a 
narrow line near the tip : the tail-feathers white at 
the base, taking up most space as the feathers ap- 
proach outwards : the rest of their length dusky black : 
legs black : wings and tail of equal lengths.” In- 
habits Hudson’s Bay. It is in high estimation for 
the table, and is eagerly sought after by sportsmen, 
on the bars and shores of the large rivers and lakes, 
where it feeds : it breeds in the north. 


MARBLED GODWIT. 

(Fedoa marmorata.) 

Yjs.,nigricantc pallideque rufo mnculatim varia, abdomine medio 
superciliis guldque albidis, pectore Jusco undulalOf rcmigibus 
riifescentibus quatuor primis extus apiceque nigris. 

Godwit varied with dusky and pale^ and spotted with black, the 
middle of the abdomen, eyebrows, and throat whitish, the breast 
undulated with brown, the quills reddish, the four first with 
the outer webs and tip black. 

Scolopax marmorata. Lath Ind. Orn^ 2. 720. 

Marbled Godwit. Lath, Gen, Syn* Sup, 245. Penn* Arct, ZooL 
Sup, p, 68. 

The description of this species is also taken from 
Dr. Latham’s Supplement. “ Length nineteen inches : 
beak nearly four inches j colour a dull orange ; to- 
wards the end black : all the upper parts brown, more 
or less streaked and spotted with rufous-white: be- 
tween the be^ and eye, also the chin, white : on 
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the back the marks are pale-rufous, and pretty nu- 
merous, arising from eacli feather having five or six 
transverse bars of that colour on the margins : the 
wing-coverts have less brown in them, appearing at a 
distance scarcely marked with it : the quills arc rufous 
cream-colour, dotted with miiuite specks of brown j 
the four first have the outer webs and ends of a dusky 
black ; the shafts of the outmost are white : under 
wing-coverts pale-rufous : the breast and sides are of 
this last coloiu’, but much paler, and transversely 
barred with dusky waved lines, broadest on the sides : 
the middle of the belly and thighs plain ; vent nearly 
white : tail rufous, crossed with six or seven bars of 
brown on each feather; the three outer ones quite 
iiTegular ; the two middle ones palest : legs black. 
Inhabits Hudson’s Bay.” 


TEREK GODWIT. 


( F cdoa T crekensis, ) 

Fe. cinerea Jusco maculata subtus albay coRo snbtus pedoreque 
cinereo nebulosis^ fascia alarum remigibusque secondariis apicc 
albis. 

Cinereous Godwit spotted with brown, beneath white, the neck 
beneath and breast clouded witli ash-colour, a fascia on the 
wings and the secondary quills, at the tip white. 

Scolopax cinerea. GmeL Syst. Nat, 1 . 667. Lath, Ind, Orn, 2. 
724. 

Terek Avoset. Penn, Arct, Zool, 2. 502- 

Terek Snipe. Lath, Gen, Syn, 5, 155, 
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This curious species is probably referable to a 
distinct genus, as its beak materially differs in foi-m 
from that of the true Godwits; it is nearly two 
inches in length, and bends upwards from the base, 
and slightly downwards at the tip ; its colour is 
black : the upper parts of the plumage arc cinereous, 
with the middle of each feather brown, forming stripes 
of the latter colour down the head, neck, and back : 
the rump is also marked with brown, but in a trans- 
verse direction: the wings are ash-coloured, barred 
with white : the quills are brown ; the first with a 
white shaft, the second ash-coloured ; the secondaries 
are tipped with white : the under parts of the body 
are white, with the throat and breast clouded with 
ash-colour : the tail-feathers are greyish-ash, all but 
the two middle ones, varied with whitish : legs red- 
dish-brown : irides brown. 

Found during the summer in the vicinity of the 
Caspian Sea, breeding about the mouth of the river 
Terek : it frequents the marshes and salt lakes in 
flocks, and feeds on insects, worms, &c. 
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Generic Character. 


Rostrum long^ssimum, va- 
liduin, durum, valde com- 
pressum, basl tarn altum 
quam latum: mandibulse 
supr^ paulo rccurvatis, 
apicibus rectis. 

Nares laterales, lincares, in 
siilcu lon^tudinall sitm. 

Pedes longi, tetradactyli; di- 
giti exteriorcs basi mem- 
bran^ connexi ; polkx 
apicc solo insistens. 


Beak very long, stout, imrd, 
much compressed, its base 
higher than brooil: the 
upper mandible slightly 
recurved, the tip straight. 

Nostrils lateral, linear, placed 
in a longitudinal groove. 

Legs long, four-toed ; the 
outer toes connected by a 
membrane at the base ; the 
hinder toe resting on its 
tip alone. 


LIMOSA. Briss. 

SCOLOPAX. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 
TOTANUS. B(!cks., Tcmm., Cuv. 
PLUVIALIS. Ray. 

LIMICULA. Leach. 


There is only one species of this genus, which 
is a native of Europe : its manners are fully detailed 
in the subsequent pages. 
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(Limosa Glottis). 


Li. griseo'jusca mactdis nigricantibus varia^ superciliis dorso in- 
Jima corporeque suUus a! bis, f asciis fuscis. 

Grey-brown Greenshaiiks varied with dusky spots, the eyebrows, 
lower part of the baciwlte^|4y beneath white, the tail-feathers 
white, with brown 
Scolopax Glottis. Lath. 

Totanus Glottis. (Becicstein .) d'Orn. 425. 

Limosa grisea. Briss. Orn, 5. 

La Barge varie. Biij(f, Hist. Nat. Ois, olpS; 

La Barge aboycuse. Buff. Hist, Nat. Ois, 

Pluvialis major? Raii. p, 106. 

Le Chevalier a gros bee. Cuv^ Iteg» Anim. 1 . 493* 

Green-legged Horseman. Alb. Brit, Birdsy 2. 09. 

Greenshank. Penn. Brit, Zool. 2. 183. Lath, Gen. Spi, Lath, 
Syn. Sup. 249. Leno. Brit, Birds, A. pi. \ 63. Mont, Oni, Diet, 

1. and Sup, Bexv. Brit. Birds, 2, 86. 

Chevalier aboyeuse. Temm, man. d*Orn. 425. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 659. 
Limicula Glottis, Leaefh^-^i. Brit. Mus. p. 32. 

Scolopax canesoens. Gmd. Sff0* Nat. 1. 668. Lath. Ind. Orn. 

2. 72\. variety. 

Cineimus Godwji^^ BrU. tath, Gen. Syn. 

5. 145. Mont, Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup. 


Length about a foot : in summer the top of its head 
and nape are longitudinally rayed with deep black and 
white : round the eyes is a white circle ; the forehead, 
the throat, the fore part of the neck, the breast, the 
upper part of the belly and the sides are pure white, 
but sprinkled with ovaldusky spots, which are most nu^ 
merous in the middle of the summer : the rest of the 
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under parts are pure unsullied white, except the under 
tail-coverts, which have the feathers spotted with 
black in 4;he direction of the shafts : the top of the 
back and scapulars are deep black ; the feathers of the 
former edged with white, and of the latter varied by 
three or four whitish-red spots, which are placed near 
the margins of the webs : the bend of the wing is 
black: the greater wing-coverts, and the long fea- 
thers which protect the quills, are of a reddish-grey, 
spotted in the direction of the shafts with black ; and 
the long feathers have also small black interrupted 
streaks disposed near the edges of the webs : the rest 
of the coverts are edged with white, which is followed 
by a band of brown : the two intermediate tail-fea- 
thers are ash-coloured, with transverse brown zigzag 
stripes. The young have the space between the ujiper 
mandible and the eye, the throat, the middle of the 
breast, the belly, the rest of the under parts of 
the body, and the middle of the back, pure white : 
the head, cheeks, sides, and fore part of the neck 
and sides of the breast are longitudinally rayed with 
brownish-ash and white : the feathers on the top of 
the back, the scapulars, and the wing-coverts, arc 
dusky-brown, edged with a deep margin of whitish- 
yellow: the larger elongated feathers on the edges 
of the quills are ornamented with small deep brown 
diagonal stripes: the tail is white, the middle fea- 
thers being rayed transversely, and the two lateral 
ones longitudinally, with brown : the tip of the quills 
is whitish: the under wing-coverts are rayed with 
brown : the beak is brownish-ash : the legs of a yel- 
lowish-green. 



88 


COMMON GUEENSHANK. 


The Cinereous Godwit of Pennant scarcely appears 
to differ from the young of the above. Temminck 
observes, that at the commencement of the moult in 
the spring he has killed specimens which have not 
the deep black on the back, from which he presumes 
that the winter plumage is of a reddish-ash ; and that 
all the feathers on the upper parts of the back are dusky 
near the shafts, and spotted with brown and white. 

This species is not numerous in England, but it is 
sometimes observed in small flocks on the coasts in 
winter, and also in the adjacent marshes and fens : 
its summer residence is in the northern parts of Eu- 
rope, where they are said to be in great plenty, and 
to breed. Montagu received an egg which, it was 
asserted, belonged to this bird ; it was rather less 
than that of a lapwing, and not very unlike it in 
shape and colour, being of an olive-brown, covered 
with dusky spots all over, but smaller than those of 
the above-mentioned bird. It lives upon small fishes, 
mollusca, and aquatic insects: its flesh is much 
esteemed. 



CALIDllIS. KNOT. 


Generic Character'. 


Rostrum mediocre, tcretius- 
culum, subtenue, flexibile, 
supra sulcatum, apice de- 
presso, Imvigato, dilatato. 

Nares lineares in sulco longo 
sitm. 

Pedes tetradactyli ; digiti 
marginati, fissi : poUex 
apice solo inastens. 


BegJc mcdiocral, rounded, 
rather slender, flexible, 
above sulcated, its tip de- 
pressed, smooth and di- 
lated. 

Nostrils linear, placed in a 
long groove. 

four-toed; the toes mar- 
gined and cleft; the hinder 
toe with its tip alone rest- 
ing on the ground. 


CALIDRIS. Briss., Cuv. 

TR1N6A. Linn., Gmel., Lath., Brun., Temm., Vicil. 


The Knots have the beaks depressed at the tip, 
and the grooves in which the nostrils are placed are 
very long : the beak is scarcely as long as the head : 
their toes are slightly bordered with a membrane, 
but are not palmated: the feathers of the tail are 
equal in length. There is but one species found in 
Europe. 
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(Calidris Islandica.) 



H. ii. 627. 

Jyst. Nat. 1 . App. 

Gmcl. 



Ca. supra cinerea^ subtus alba, collo anteriore pectoreque nigro 
punctatis, uropt/gio cpudaque albis nigro Jasciatis, 

Knot above cinereous/ i^neath whitc> with the neck before and 
the breast spotted with blacky the rump and tail white^ striped 
with black. 

Tringa cinerea. 404. Sabine, Linn, Trans, 

xii. 533. 

Becasseau Canut. Tem 

Summer Plumage.— Tring 
GmeL Syst. Nat, 1 . 682. 

Tringa ferruginea. Brun, No, It 

Winter Plumage.— Tringa cinerea. 

Syst, Nat, 1. 673. Lath, Ind, Orn, 2, 733. 

Tringa grisea. Gmel, Syst. Nat, 1 . 681. Lath, Ind. C^jjjj^JSo, 

Tringa canutus. Linn, Syst, l^t, I j^j^^l* Gmel. Syst, 

679. Briss, Orn. 5. 258. jUaii, ^pyn, 108. A,>^jLath, Ind, 
Orn, 2. 738. | -fv.v 

Calidris grisea. Bris$*Ghfp^, 233. p, 2\.f.2. 

Maubc<:he grise. Buff. mst. 7. 531. Buff, pi, Enl. 

366. 

Le canut. Buff Hist, Nat QhJ^, 142. 

Ash-coloured Sandpiper. Penn. Brit. Zool. No, 194. Pemt, 
jirct. Zool, No, 236. Lath, Gen, Syn. 5. 177. Lew. Bril, 
Birds, S. 171. JValc, Syn, 2. 147. Mont, Orn, Diet. 2. and 
Sup, Bew. Brit, Birds, 2. 103. fVils, Amer, Orn, 7, 36. 
pi, Ivii./. 2. 

Grisled Sandpiper. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. 175. 

Knot. Penn, Brit. Zool. No. 193. Penn. Arct, Zool. No. 384. 
Edw. Birds, pi. 273. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 187. Lew. Brit. 
Birds, 5. 178. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup. Bew. Brit, 
Birds, 2. 75. 



Khot. 




RED KNOT. 


1)1 


Young. — Calidris nacvia. Briss, Orn, 5. 22Q. 

Tringa nsevia. Gmeh S^sL Nat, 1. 681. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 
732. . ' . 

Tringa australis. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 679. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2. 
737. 

Tringa calidris. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 252. Gmel. Syst, Nat, 1. 
681. Lath. Ind, Orn, 2. 732. 

Maub^he tacliet^e. Buf, Hist. Nat, Ois, 7. 531. Buff, pi. Enl. 
365. 

La maubeche. Buff. Hist. Nat, Ois. 7. 529. 

Freckled Sandpiper. Penn, Arct. Zool. No, 480. B. Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 174. 

Southern Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 187. Lath. Syn. 
Sup. 249. 

Dusky Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 174. Mont. Orn. Did. 
App. 

Aberdeen Sandpiper, Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 

The variations of plumage to which this bird is 
subject have been the cause of great confusion in the 
works of several authors ; it having been called by 
no less than seven names, as shown by a reference to 
the synonyms. , Montagu and Temminck have, how- 
ever, ascertained that all the supposed species are 
referable to this one. Its length is about ten inches : 
in summer it has its eyebrows, which are very broad, 
its throat, the sides and fore part of its neck, the 
breast, belly and sides of a rusty red or copper- 
colour, the nape red, longitudinally streaked : the 
top of the head, the back and scapulars, are deep 
black, all the feathers being edged with bright red ; 
and on the scapulars are large oval spots of the same 
colour : the abdomen is white, spotted with red and 
black : the upper tail-coverts are white, crossed with 
black and spotted with red ; the tail-fbathers arc 
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greyish-ash, edged with whitish. In winter the 
throat, the middle of the belly, and vent are pure 
white : the forehead, eyebrows, sides, and fore part 
of the neck, the breast and the sides are also white, 
but varied with small longitudinal brown streaks, 
and tranverse zigzag brown ash-coloured bands : the 
head, neck, back and scapulars arc bright ash with 
brown shafts : the rump and upper tail-coverts are 
white, crossed with zigzag black streaks : the wing- 
coverts are ash-coloured, edged with white, and with 
brown shafts ; the tail-feathers are ash-coloured, bor- 
dered with white : the back and legs are blackish 
green : the irides are brown. The young have those 
parts which are copper-coloured in the old of a bright 
red, till they attain the age of nine months, and 
during the spring : the nape and top of the head arc 
yellowish-ash with brown longitudinal streaks: the 
top of the back is varied with bright red and dusky, 
and the oval spots on the scapulars are very bright 
red: the middle of the belly, and sometimes the 
breast, is varied with white feathers and spotted with 
brown j the proportion of the greyish feathers above 
and white feathers below varies according to the 
period of its moulting. The young previous to 
moulting differ but little from the old in their winter 
plumage. The cinereous hue on their upper parts 
is paler : all the feathers are surrounded by a slight 
dirty yellow border ; with brown longitudinal spots 
on the top of the head and the nape : there is a 
slight reddish tinge on the breast, and a brown stripe 
between the eye and the beak ; the under mandible 
of the latter and the legs being greenish-brown. 
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This species inhabits the arctic regions, where it 
breeds : it lives during the summer in the marshes, 
and in the autumn near the sea coasts : it appears in 
this country at the latter season, but does not breed 
here : the fens of Lincolnshire and the Isle of Ely 
are the places where it is most frequently seen : in 
Lincolnshire this species is taken by means of nets in 
great quantities, and are much esteemed as food when 
fattened : they first appear in August, and disappear 
about November with the first frost. They feed on 
worms and aquatic insects. “ This bird is said to 
have been a favourite dish with Canute, king of 
England ; and Camden observes, that its name is 
derived from his — KnutCt or Knout, as he was called, 
which, in process of time, has been changed to 

2. 760 


AMERICAN KNOT. 

(Calidris rufa.) 

Ca. corpore supra grisea nigro albo ferrugincoque mriegato^ guld, 
superciliis, collo anteriore pectoreque fusco*ferrugineis^ venire 
crissoqm albis. 

Knot, with the body above grey^ variegated with blacky whitc^ 
and rust-colour ; the throat, eyebrows, neck before and breast 
brownish rust-colour, the belly and vent white. 

Red-breasted Sandpiper. (Tringa rufa.) Wils. Amer, Orn, 
V. vii. p, 43. ph 5. 

This bird is ten inches long, and twenty in ex- 
tent : the beak is black, and about an inch and a half 
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long : the chin, eyebrows, and whole breast are pale 
brownish orange : crown, hind head from the upper 
mandible backwards, and neck, dull white, streaked 
with black : back a pale slaty olive ; the feathers 
tipped with white, barred and spotted with black and 
pale ferruginous : tail-coverts white, elegantly barred 
with black : wings plain dusky, black towards the ex- 
tremity; the greater coverts tipped with white; 
shafts of the primaries white: tail pale ashy-olive, 
finely edged with white ; the two middle feathers 
somewhat the longest: belly and vent white, the 
latter marked with small arrow heads of black : legs 
and feet black ; toes bordered with a narrow mem- 
brane : eye small and black. In some specimens the 
red on the breast is much paler, in others it descends 
as far as the thighs. Both sexes are alike. 

Native of North America : it appears in the 
United States early in May, remains a few weeks, 
and disappears till October : in November it retires 
to the south. It associates in small flocks, and affects 
the sandy flats of the coasts, searching for small 
bivalve mollusca. It is not easily alarmed, and on 
the approach of the sportsman will frequently remain 
fixed and silent for some time. It is called the grey- 
back among the Americans, and is greatly prized for 
its excellent flavour : its nest and egga are unknown. 



9.5 


PELIDNA. DUNLJN. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capitelon^us, tere- 
tiusculum, subtenue, flexi- 
bile, rectum, supra sulca^ 
turn, apice laevigato diltu 
tato. 

Nares laterales in sulco atse. 

Pedes tctradactyli, fissi ; 
pettex apicc solo insistens. 


Beak longer than the head, 
rounded, rather slender, 
flexible, straight, sulcatcd 
above, its tip smooth and 
dilated. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
groove. 

Feet four-toed, cleft; the 
hinder toe resting on its 
tip only. 


PELIDNA. Cuv. 

TIIINGA. Linn., Gmel., Lath., Tcmni, 
SCOLOPAX. Gmel. 

NUMENIUS. Lath. 

CINCLUS. Briss., Leach. 
GALLINAGO. Briss. 


The Dunlins resemble the Knots, but are smaller, 
and have their beak rather longer than the head, and 
their feet are without borders or membranes : the 
last species excepted, which has the toes webbed at 
the base. In appearance they resemble larks ; they 
fly in troops near, the sea coasts } and lay their ^gs 
in the sand. 
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(Pelidna siibarcuata.) 

Pe. rostro cwpiie longiore^ patUo arcuato, rectricibus duabus 
mediis roiundatis* 

DuDlin with the beak lougcr than the hcad> slightly bent down, 
the two middle tail-feathers rounded. 

Tringa subarquata. Temm. man. £Om. 393. Id. 2 Edit. 2. 
609. 

Scolopax subarquata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 658. 

L'Alouette de mer ordinaire. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 490. 

Red Sandpiper. Fenn. Arct. Zool. 2. 476. Lath. Gen. Syn. 
5. 186. 

Winter Dress. — Scolopax Africana. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 655. 
Ntunenius Africanus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 712. 

L'Alouette de mer. Buff'. PI. Enl. 851. 

Cape Curlew. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 126. 

The summer plumage of this species answers to 
the following description: its forehead, eyebrows, 
and throat are white dotted with brown : the top of 
the head is black, edged with rufous : the nape is 
red, with small longitudinal black dashes : the neck, 
breast, and under parts are red chesnut i sometimes, 
according to the time of year, marked with small 
black spots, or variegated with white : tail-coverts 
white, transversely rayed with black and red : the 
back, scapulars, and large wing-coverts of a deep 
black ; on the edge of the feathers is a range of 
angulated bright red spots, the greater portion of 
which are terminated with bright ash : the rest of the 
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coverts dusky, edged with reddish-yellow, or deep 
brown, edged with whitish : the tail is of a dusky- 
ash, bordered with white. During the winter the 
forehead, the eyebrows, throat, the upper tail-coverts, 
the vent, and all the under parts are pure white : 
between the beak and the eye is a brown stripe : the 
top of the head, the back, the scapulars, and the 
wing-coverts are of an ashy-brown, with a deeper 
brown dash in the direction of the shafts : the fea- 
thers of the neck are longitudinally rayed with 
brown, and edged with whitish : the fore part of the 
neck and the breast are the same, but of a clearer 
tint : the tail is ash-coloured, edged with white ; the 
outer feathers are white within. The beak is black, 
the irides brown, and the legs are brown or dusky- 
ash : the length of the bird is about eight inches. 

The young greatly resemble in colour that of the 
old. in winter ; but the centre of the feathers of the 
back, the scapulars, and the wing-coverts are dusky- 
ash, bordered and terminated by a broad band of 
yellowish-white : no distinct spots on the breast, 
which is slightly shaded with yellow, white, and 
bright brovm: the beak is slightly arcuated, and 
about an inch and a half in length ; the legs are 
brown. 

This bird is a native of most parts of Europe, 
frequenting the borders of the sea and lakes, and 
but rarely appearing inland : it migrates in the spring 
and autumn : its food consists of small insects and 
worms : it occasionally breeds in Holland, near the 
water ; laying four or five yellowish eggs, spotted 
with brown. It has also been taken in England. 
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(Pelidna variabilis.) 

Pe. roslTo feri recto^ apice pauld inclinaio, capitc sublongiore, 
rectricibus duabus ntcdiis elongatis acutisque. 

Dunlin with the beak nearly straight^ its tip slightly inclined, 
scarcely longer than the head, the two middle tail-feathers 
elongated and pointed. 

Tringa variabilis. {Meyer). Temm. man. d'Orn. 395. Sabine, 
Frank. Journ. App. 686. 

Becasseau brunette, Tenim. man. dOm. 395. Id. 

2 Edit. ii. 622. ' - 

L’Alouette de mer k cdlier. Cm. Reg. Anim. 1. 490. 

Tringa alpina. Sabine, Linn. STraus. xii. p. 534. 

Summer Plumage. — Tringa alpuMU^^^ Syet. Vfal. 1. 249. 

Gmd. 8yit. Ifaii i, 6^* ^ Om. 2. 736. 

Dunlin. Raii, Syn. 109. A. 11. Penn. Brit. Zod. 2. 205. 
Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 185. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. 249. Mont. 
Om.Dict. 1. Supp. and App. Wale. Syn. 2. 151. Letoin. 
Brit. Birds, 5. 176. Betn. Brit. Birds, 2. 117* 

Red-backed Sandpiper. Wils. Amer. Om. 7. 2b, pi. h\.f. 2. 
Winter Plumage. — Tringa cinclus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 251. 
Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 680. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 735. Raii, 
Syn. 100. A. 13. 

Cinclus. Briss. Orn. 5. 2\\.pl. 10. f. I. 

Tringa ruficollis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 680. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
736. 

UAlouette de mer. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 548. 

Pinrre. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 475. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 206. 
Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 1 82. Mont. Om. Diet. 2. Beuo. Brit. Birds, 
2. 119. Wils. Amer. Orn. 7. 39. pi. b7.f. 3. Don. Brit. 
Birds, 1. pi. 32. Leo). Brit. Birds, 5. pi. 174. Wale. Syn. 
2. pi. ISO. 

Red-necked Purre. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 183. 
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VARiETy,— Cindus torquatus. Brits. Om. 5. 216. jd. 19./. 2. 
Gallinago anglicana. Britt. Om. 5. 309* 

La brunette. Buff. Hitt. Nat. Ois. 7. 493. 

Le cincle. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 553. Btff. PI. Etd. 852. 

Length upwards of seven inches : in summer 
the throat is white ; the forehead, the sides, and fore 
part of the neck, the sides of the head and the 
breast are also white, slightly tinged with red ; the 
feathers on all these parts having a longitudinal 
deep black ray *, and those on the top of the head 
being black in the middle and edged with bright red : 
the back, the scapulars, and the greater wing-coverts 
are deep black, surrounded by a broad band of bright 
red, and tipped with ashy-white : the lower parts of 
the body and the vent are deep bl^k, varied during 
the period of incubation with white to a greater or 
less degree, according to the time : the three lateral 
feathers of the under tail-coverts are white on their 
outer webs : the tail-feathers are dusky-grey, edged 
with white. In the winter the plumage assumes the 
following colours : the throat, a streak from the upper 
mandible of the beak to the eye, all the under parts 
of the body, and the three lateral under tail-coverts 
are pure white : the breast is greyish-white : a stripe 
between the beak and the eye and the upper parts of 
the body are grey-brown, with a deeper tinge in the 
centre of all the feathers : the rump, the inteime- 
diate feathers of the upper tail-coverts, and the two 
middle tail-feathers are dusky-brown ; the lateral 
tail-feathers are cinereous, edged with white: the 
beak is black : the legs and irides are dusky-black. 
During the spring and autumn the throat, the streak 
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between the upper mandible of the beak and the eye, 
the abdomen and under tail-coverts are pure white : 
between the beak and the eye is a brown stripe : the 
neck and breast are yellowish-red, with longitudinal 
brown spots : on the belly are several dusky-black 
spots, which are irregularly plaeed in patches : the 
feathers of the back and the scapulars arc black, 
edged with clear red and yellowish, but some of 
them afe entirely cinereous towards the approach of 
the winter : the wing-coverts are brown, edged with 
yellowish-red. 

Montagu was the first naturalist who determined 
the point respecting the identity of the Purre and 
the Dunlin, he having with infinite pains collected a 
quantity of specimens together during the periods of 
moulting ; by which means he ascertained that the 
two supposed species were but one. Temminck and 
Sabine arc also of this opinion : and these two birds 
appearing and disappearing in regular succession, 
annually, also tend to confii'm the above. 

This species is in plenty in this country, and 
during the winter season is found on the flat sandy 
shores and inlets of the coast, where large docks are 
seen in company with Sanderlings, Dotterels, &;c. 
They run nimbly close to the water’s edge, and arc 
perpetually wagging their tails, whilst they are busily 
engaged in picking up their food, which consists of 
small worms and insects. During the summer they 
also frequent the coasts and prepare their nest, laying 
three or four very large eggs, which are greenish- 
white, varied with blotches and spots of brown. 

It appears to be widely dispersed over Europe and 
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North America : in the United States it is extremely 
common. Wilson observes that this species, in con- 
junction with several others, sometimes collect to- 
gether in such flocks as to seem, at a distance, a 
large cloud of thick smoke, varying in form and 
appearance every instant, while it performs its evolu- 
tions in the air. At such times the sportsmen make 
prodigious slaughter among them ; while, as the 
showers of their companions fall, the whole body 
often alight or descend to the surface with them, 
till the gunner is completely satiated with destruc- 
tion. 


LITTLE DUNLIN. 

(Pelidna pusilla.) 

Pb. caudA cuneiformA^ corpore fusco^^cinereo subltis albo, reciri- 
cibus iribus eaderioribus utrinque albis, ^ 

Dunlin with a wedge-shs^d tail, the body ashy-brown, beneath 
white, the three outer tail-feathers on each side white. 

Tringa pusilla. Lath- Ind- Orn. 2. 737- ? 

Tringa minuta. Sabine, Frank- Joum- App- 686- 
Little Sandpiper. Penn- Brit- Zool- 2- 207- Penn. Arct- Zool. 
2. 207. Lath. Gen- Syn- 5. 184. Mont- Orn- Diet- 2. and 
Sup- mth Jig, WiU- Amer- Orn- v. 5. p- 32. 

Little Stint or Least Snipe. Bew- Brit- Birds, 2. 122. 

Tringa fusca. Lath- Ind- Orn. 2. 733. 

Brown Sandpiper. Penn. Brit- Zool. 2- 195. Lath. Gen. Syn- 
Sup. 250. 

Montagu thus describes the female of this bird : 
** length six inches : beak dusky, three quarters of 
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an inch loi^, very slender, and little bending down- 
wards, and rather larger near the point than at the 
middle : irides dusky ; the forehead, crown of the 
head, back of the neck, back and scapulars dark 
cinereous, dusky down the 8hafl;8, except on the 
neck, which is rather lighter coloured than the rest ; 
from the beak to the eye a dusky-brown streak } 
above that an obscure ^rty-white one : chin and 
throat white ; fore part of the neck and upper breast 
pale cinereous brown : lower breast, belly, vent, and 
under tail-coverts pure white : primaries, secondaries, 
and the greater coverts immediately impending them, 
dusky, very slightly tipped with white, most so on 
the coverts, and the primaries margined with white 
on the outer webs, except the two first : the shaft 
of the first quill is white, the others dusky-brown : 
spurious wing and smaller coverts near it dusky ; 
those along the ridge of the wing dusky and cine- 
reous j the rest of the coverts and tertials cinereous, 
like the back ; a few of the former edged with pale 
rufous-brown : the rump and upper tail-coverts 
dusky, the feathers slightly tipped with cinereous : 
the tail is cuneiform, composed of twelve feathers ; 
the six middle ones are cinereous, the two middle- 
most inclining to dusky ; the three outer feathers on 
each side pure white : legs light olive-brown, three 
quarters of an inch long; claws black.** He also 
describes what appears to be the young bird, previous 
to its first moulting. “ It is,’* he says, “ the size 
of the above : the beak and irides the same : the 
forehead and cheeks round the eyes very pale, nearly 
white ; throat and all beneath white, except across 
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the breast, where it is mixed with light brown : the 
crown of the head, back, scapulars, and coverts of 
the wings dusky>black, more or less margined with 
pale rufous, but in some of the scapulars the margins 
arc nearly white j these marginated feathers give the 
bird a spotted appearance : the back of the neck 
brown mixed with cinereous : quills like those of the 
female : the middle feathers of the tail are like the 
tertials, dusky, bordered with ferruginous, the others 
cinereous, palest on the margin : legs dusky.” 

The female was shot on a salt marsh in the month 
of November, and the young bird at the mouth of 
the Bry, near Bridgewater, in September, by Mr. 
Anstice, who observed a small dock of six, four of 
which he shot, but was unable to obtain more than 
one, on account of the softness of the mud. It also 
occurs in various parts of North America, particularly 
about Nootka Sound. 


temminck’s dunlin. 

(Pelidna Tcmmiuckii.) 

Pf. cauda cuneiformA, rostro apice subinclinante, capite brevioret 
rectricibus tribus exterioribus albis* 

Dunlin with a wedge-shaped tail^ the beak rather inclined at its 
tip> shorter than its head, the three outer tail-feathers white. 
Tringa Temminckii. Leisler. Temm. man. d*Orn. 401. 
Becasseau temmia. Temm. man. d*Orn. 401. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 
622. 
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Temminck gives the following description of this 
species : Length live inches and a half : beak very 
slightly bent at its point, and shorter than the head : 
tail somewhat wedged, the three exterior feathers 
pure white : all the upper parts of the bird of a clear 
brown-ash, with a dusky-brown stripe on the shafts : 
the breast and fore part of the neck of a reddish-ash : 
the throat and all the under parts of the body, with 
the three lateral tail-feathers, and its lateral coverts, 
pure white : the intennediate coverts dusky : the 
four inner tail feathers brown-grey : the beak and 
feet arc brown. This is said to be the winter 
plumage; that of the summer is as follows. All the 
feathers of the upper parts arc of a deep block in 
the middle, edged with a band of rufous : the fore- 
head, fore part of the neck, and breast, are of an 
ash-red, with very small longitudinal black stripes : 
the throat and under parts arc pure white : the four 
inner tail-feathers are dusky-brown. The young difh;r 
in having the whole of the upper parts of a greyish- 
black, with the nape palest ; all the feathers, except 
those of the nape, bordered with a narrow yellowish 
band ; the scapulars have also a slight black band to- 
wards their tips : the breast and neck are ash, slightly 
tinged with rufous : the throat, eyebrows, and under 
parts are pure white : the feet are dusky green. 

< This species inhabits the Arctic regions, where it 
is supposed to breed : it feeds on small insects. May 
aiit this be the same as the preceding ? 
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(Pelidna minuta.) 

Pe. caudd cincred suhcuneaid, teclricibus cauda hferioribus rec- 
tricibus mediis cqualibiis^ rostra recto cajnlc brcviore. 

Dunlin with a cinereous sliglitly-wedged tail, its under-coverts 
equal in length to the tail-feathers, the beak straight and 
shorter than the head. 

Tringa niinuta. Leislcr. Tcniifim man. d*Orn, 403, 

Becasscau echasses. Tcmm. man. d'Orn. 403. Id, 2 Edii, ii. 
624. 

This species is five inches and a half in length : it 
has the beak straight, and shorter than the head : all 
the upper parts of the body are ash-colourcd, with a 
dusky-brown spot on their shafls: the sides of the 
breast are reddish-ash : there is a brown dash between 
the eye and the beak : the middle of the breast, the 
throat, eyebrows, fore part of the neck, and all the 
under parts and lateral under tail-coverts pure white : 
the tail-feathers bright ash, with the exception of the 
two middle ones, which are brown : the beak and 
legs black. Its summer plumage differs, having the 
top of the head black with rufous stripes ; the sides 
of the neck and of the breast bright reddish, spread 
with small angulated brown spots: the eyebrows, 
throat, breast, and all the under parts pure white : 
the back and scapulars dusky, the feathers termi- 
nated with bright red, and bordered witli \arge spots 
of the latter colour : the lateral feathers of the upper 
tail-coverts white with distinct spots: wing-coverts 
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ST. DOMINGO DUNLIN. 


of a brown-ash, edged with bright ashj the shafls 
dusky: the two middle tail-feathers ^usky-brown. 
The young have the feathers on the top of the head 
dusky, edged with deep red : the forehead, eyebrows, 
throat, fore part of the neck, the middle of the breast, 
and the rest of the under parts pure white : a brown 
stripe between the eye and the beak : the sides of the 
breast reddish with brown dashes : the feathers of the 
back, the scapulars and wing-coverts deep black ; 
those of the top of the back edged with a broad red 
border, and of the scapulars with a broad yellowish- 
white border, and those of the wing-coverts with a 
narrow band of reddish-yellow : the two middle tail- 
feathem dusky, edged with red. 

Inhabits the northern regions, where it most pro- 
bably breeds ; frequenting the borders of rivers in 
Germany, &c. during its migration : its food consists 
of small worms and aquatic insects. 


ST. DOMINGO DUNLIN. 

(Pelidna Dominicensis.) 

Pe. rostra pedibusque Juscis, corpora subtus rufescente, rectrkibus 
exlimis scapo albo, urop^gio variegato. 

Dunlin with the beak and legs brown, the body beneath reddish, 
the outer tail-feathers with a white shaft, the rump variegated. 
Tringaj^illa. Linn. Spst. Nat. 1. 252. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1. 
681. 

La petite Alouette dc mer. Briss. Orn. 5. 222. 

Littie Sandpiper, viu. Lath. Gen. Sqn. 5. in'!. 
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This species is a natire of Domii^, and is 
about the size of a sparrow : it is variegated with 
brown and ferruginous, and the under part of its 
plumage is reddish-white. Its three outer tail-fea- 
thers have white shalbi, and its rump is variegated. 


SEMIPALMATED OUNLIN. 

(I’clulna? scmipalmata.) 

Pe,? corpore supra fusco,fernig\neo albotpievario, uropi/gio ni^ro 
lateralibus alhis, tectricihus alarum nigricanle scapis tilbis, su- 
perciliis albis. 

Dunlin with the body above brown, varied with rust-coloured 
white, the rump black, with white sides; the wing-coverts 
dusky with white shafts, the eyebrows white. 

Semiplmatcd Sandpiper. (Tringa scmipalmata.) Wils, Amer. 
Orn. V. vii. p. 131. p/. Ixiii. 4. 

Very similar to P. pusilla: its length is six inches: 
beak black, very slightly bent : crown and body above 
dusky brown, the plumage edged with ferruginous 
and tipt with white : tail and wings nearly of a length; 
sides of the rump white ; rump and tail-coverts black ; 
wing-coverts dusky black, shafted and banded with 
white, much in the manner of the Little Dunlin ; 
over the eye is a line of white : lesser coverts tipt 
with white : legs and feet blackish-ash : the iridcs 
buff-coloured. Both sexes are alike, and vary much 


in size. 
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SEMIPALMATEO DUNLIN. 


The toes are more webbed in this species than in 
others of this genus, otherwise it greatly resembles 
the bird mentioned above : it is very numerous on 
the shores of New Jersey ; but retires to the south 
on the approach of cold weather. 
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MACHETES. RUFF. 


Generic Character. 


Bostrnm tcretiusculum, sui>- 
tcnue, flexibilc, fert^ rec- 
tum, supra sulcatum, apicc 
la:vigato, dilatatu. 

Nares laterales in sulco sitae. 

Pedes lon^ores tetradactyli, 
digili exteriores basi mem- 
brana comod; poUex apicc 
solo insistens. 


rounded, rather slender, 
flexible, nearly stnught, 
Bulcated above, its tip 
smooth, dilated. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
groove. 

long, four-toed, the 
outer toes connected by a 
membrane «t the base ; the 
hinder toe resting on its tip 
only. 


MACHETES. Cuv. 

TRINGA. Ray, Linn., Briss., Gmcl., Lath., Temm, 
TOTANUS. Briss. 

PAVONCELLA. ^each. 

^ HERE is but one species of this genus, which is 
readily distinguished from the two preceding by 
having the external toes connected at their base by a 
membrane. It is also much larger than the birds of 
the two former genera. The males are distinguished 
during the period of incubation by having a fine orna- 
mental crest. 
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FIGHTING RUFF. 

(Machetes pugnax.) 

Ma. cauda rotmdaii rectricihus tribus lateralihus unicoloribns, 
duabus mediis radiatis, 

Ru/T with the tail rounded, its three lateral feathers of one colour, 
the two middle ones radiated. 

Machetes pugnax. Cwo. Reg. Aninu 1. 490. 

Tringa pugnax. Temm. man. d'Orn, 408. Id. 2 Edit. ii. C31. 
Summer Plumage.— -Tringa pugnax. Linn. Syst. Nat. \. GmeU 
Syst. Nat. 1. 669* Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 725. Briss. Oni, 5. 
240. pi. 22. f. 1, 2. RaiU Syn. 107. A. 3. 

Le combattant, ou Paon de mer. Buff. Ois. 7. 521. pi. 29, 30. 
Buff. PI. Enl. 305, 306. 

Ruff or Rccre. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 192. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 
479. Will. Orn. 302. pi. 56. Albin. Brit. Birds, 1 . pi. 72, 73. 
Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 159. 1. Levoin. Brit. Birds, 5. pi, 106. 
Wale. Syn. 2. 144. Don. Brit. Birds, pi. 19. Mont. Orn. 
Diet. 2. and Sup. Beto. Brit. Birds, 2. 95. 

Pavoncclla pugnax. Leach. Cat. Brit. Mus, p. 29. 

Young. — Totanus cinercus. Briss. Orn. 5. 203, pi. 17. ff. 2. 

Le Chevalier varie. Buff. Ois. 7. 507. Btiff. PI. Enl. 300. 
Shore Sandpiper. Lath. Gen, Syn. 5. 171. 

Winter Plumage. — Tringa variegata. Brun. Om. Bor. 

'No. 181. • 

Varieties. — Tringa equestris. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 730. 

Le Chevalier coniinuii. Buff, Ois. 7. 51 1 . Buff. PI. Enl. 844. 
Tringa grenovicensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 731« 

Greenwich Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. 249. Lew. Brit. 
Birds, 5. pi. 180. Wale. Syn. 2. pi. 154. Mont. Orn. Diet. 2. 
Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 108. 

Yellow-legged Sandpiper. Mont. Orn. Diet. App. 

A MOST variable species: in length about eleven 
inches and a half: in the summer the male has his 
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face naked, and covered with warts; his occiput 
adorned with long feathers, and his throat with a laige 
frill composed of beautiful feathers : these feathers, 
and those on the occiput, are usually contrasted with 
the colours of the rest of the. plumage, which is 
generally varied with red, ash-colour, black, brown, 
white, and yellow : the frill and occipital feathers arc 
also subject to infinite variations of colour : the beak 
is orange-yellow : the warts on the face are yellow or 
reddish ; and the feathers of the frill vary in length 
according to the age of the bird. . The female is 
smaller, and is destitute of the long plumose feathers 
on the occiput and throat : the upper parts of the 
body are brown-ash, varied with several black fea- 
thers glistening with a steel lustre : the throat and 
breast the same, but brighter: the belly and vent 
white : the beak black : the legs yellowish or greenish. 
The autumnal and winter plumage is as follows : the 
face becomes clothed with feathers, and the male has 
those of the neck and throat short : the throat, fore 
part of the neck, belly, and the rest of the under parts 
of the body are pure white: the breast is reddish, 
spotted with brown : the plumage of the; upper parts 
is most commonly brown, varied with black spots and 
edged with reddish : the longer wing-coverts, the 
quills, and the two middle tail-feathers are rayed with 
brown, black, and red : the beak is brownish : the legs 
are yellowish, tinged with greenish-brown or reddish : 
the irides are brown. The female at these periods is 
about one-third less, her plumage is more cinereous, 
and the fore part of the neck is rarely pure white : 
the beak is black, and the legs very dark. 
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The young greatly resemble the females, but the 
colours on the fore part of the neck and on the breast 
are dull ashy^red : the feathers on the head, those of 
the back, the scapulars, and the greater wing-coverts 
are dusky-black, bordered deeply with red and yel- 
lowish : the lesser wing-coverts are edged with red- 
dish-white: the throat, belly, and vent, are pure 
white : the beak is black : the legs are greenish. 

The male only of this pugnacious bird is called 
the Ruff, the female being denominated the Reeve. 
The most remarkable circumstances attending the 
history of this species is its quarrelsome disposition ; 
which is said to arise from the number of males greatly 
exceeding that of the females, as upon their arrival 
in this country in the spring the males each lix upon 
a small hillock or dry grassy spot in the marshes, 
about which he runs around till he has almost trodden 
the space bare ; and the moment a female comes in 
sight, all the males within a certain distance com- 
mence a general battle, placing their beaks on the 
ground, spreading the feathers of the neck, and using 
the same action as a Cock ; and their combats are 
described as being both desperate and of long con- 
tinuance ; but at the end the female generally be- 
comes the prize of the victor. It is during these 
battles that the fowlers take the opportunity of seizing 
them, which they do in great numbers by means of 
clap-nets. An erroneous opinion prevails that the 
fattening of Rufl&, when in confinement, should take 
place in the dark, lest the admission of light should 
set them to fighting : . the fact is, that every bird, 
even when kept in a room, takes its stand, as it 
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would in the open air; and if another invades its 
eircle a battle ensues. A whole roomful of them may 
be set into fierce contest by compelling them to shift 
their stations ; but, after the cause has subsided, they 
resume their circles and become pacific. In confine- 
ment they do not lose their pugnacious disposition ; 
and if a basin of bread and milk, or boiled wheat, is set 
before them, it is instantly contended for, and they 
would starve in the midst of plenty, if several dishes 
of food were not placed among them, at a distance 
from each other. Montagu observes of some that he 
kept in confinement, that the males paid no atten- 
tion to the Reeves, except to drive them from their 
food ; and never attempted to dispute with any other 
species, but would feed out of the same dish with 
Land Rails and other birds confined with them, in 
perfect amity. 

These birds are highly esteemed as a most deli- 
cious dish, and are sought after with great eagerness 
by the fowlers who live by catching them : but before 
they are offered for sale they are generally put up to 
fatten for about a fortnight, and are, during that 
time, fed with boiled wheat, and bread and milk 
mixed with hemp-seed ; by this mode of treatment 
they speedily become very fat, and are often sold for 
a high price : they are dressed after the same manner 
as the Woodcock. 

They are birds of passage ; and arrive in the fens 
of Lincolnshire, the Isle of Ely, and the East Riding 
of Yorkshire, in the spring, in great numbers ; and 
about the beginning of May the female forms her 
nest on a clump, in the most swampy parts of the 

V. xir. p. I. «S 
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marshes, of a coarse grass ; sh6 lays four eggs, greatly 
resembling those of the Snipe and Redshank } they 
are greenish-white, marked with rusty spots. After 
the young are produced, and the autumn arrives, 
both sexes leave this country, and arc supposed to 
retire southward. During the summer season they 
arc common in the fens of Denmark, Sweden, and 
Russia, and arc also found in other more northern 
regions, even as far as Iceland; and are nowhere 
so abundant as in the extensive marshes of Holland. 
They feed on worms and aquatic insects. 
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TRINGA. TRINGA. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum teretiusculuin, lon- 
gitudine capitis. 

Nares parvse. 

Pedes tctradactyli, fissi: di- 
gUo posHco a terra fre- 
quentius elevato. 

TRINGA. Uth.,Ginel. 


Beak rounded, the length of 
the head. 

Nostrils small. 

Legs four.toed, cleft; tlic 
hinder toe often elevated 
from the ground. 


Rather than omit the numerous species of 
Tringa which are described in the works of Latham 
and Gmelin, without any indication of the peculiar 
forms or proportions of their beaks and feet, or of 
their general habits, I shall proceed to give their 
accounts of such birds, and retain the above generic 
name for them, in order to prevent confusion, and 
to enable future ornithologists to ascertain the re- 
spective individuals, and arrange them under their 
proper genera. 



116 


WHITE-WINGED TRINGAr 


(Tringa Icucoptcra.) 

Tr. JuscafCorporesubtus superciliis uropygioque rufis, caudu rufo 
maculald, kumeris albis. 

Brown Tringa, with the body beneath, the eyelids, and rump, red, 
the tail spotted with r«d, the shoulders white. 

Tringa leucoptcra. Gmel. Si/st. Nat. 1. 678. Lath. Jnd. Orn. 
2. 731. 

White-winged Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 172.pl. 82.* 

“ This bird,” says Latham, “ is a trifle bigger 
than the PuiTe : length eight inches and a half : 
beak one inch, cinereous : irides dusky brown : over 
the eye a pale streak : the head, hind part of the 
neck, back, and wings, ^e brownish-black : lesser 
wing-coverts dusky black : from the bend of the wing 
an oblique streak passes over the wing-coverts ; the 
greater ones mixed ferruginous and black: quills 
black, and reach almost to the end of the tail : the 
throat, breast, belly, and rump are rufous: vent dirty 
yellow : the two middle tail-feathers deep brownish- 
black ; the others barred black and rufous ; the outer 
feathers ashy on the exterior webs ; legs dusky green. 
This inhabits Otaheite, near the rivers, md is called 
Torote^e: also met with at Eimeo, or York Isle, and 
and is there called Te-te** i 

“ This bird varies. In one specimen which came 
under my view, the crown of the head was dusky: 
the line over the eye ferruginous ; and a tinge of 
the same was visible throughout the whole of the 
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plumage : beak aud legs yellowish. In another va- 
riety (figured by Dr. Latham) ail the lesser wing- 
coverts were white : four of the middle tail-feathers 
plain ; the others barred as usual : but all had the 
streak over the eye.” 


NEW YORK TRINGA. 


(Trii)ga iioveboracciisis.) 

Til. nigricans^ pennis margine alhidis, subtus alba, kctricilms 
cauda albo nigroque fasciatis, caudd cinereL 
Dusky Tringa with the edges of the feathers whitish ; beneath 
whitc^ the tail*covcrts fasciated with wliite and black, the tail 
ash-culourcd. 

Tringa noveboracensis. Gmcl. St/sk Nat. 1. 673. Lath. Ind, 
Orn, 2. 735. 

New York Sandpiper. Penn. Arct. Zod. 2. 387. Lat/i. (Jen. 
Stfn. 5. 180. 

The prevailing colour of this obscure species is 
dusky-brown : the back is dusky, the feathers edged 
with cinereous : the lesser wing-coverts are also of 
that colour, but edged with white ; the secondaries 
the same as the back : the under side of the neck and 
body are white : the breast is spotted, and the sides 
streaked with brown : the tail-coverts arc barred with 
black and white : the tail itself is cinereous. In- 
habits new York : is probably a young bird. 
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STREAKED TRINGA. 


(Tringa virgata.) 

Tn^Jusca albo margmatuy subtus alba^ scapularibus maculisjer^ 
rugineisy capite colloque albis Jiisco longitudinaliter siriatis. 
Brown Tringa margined with white^ beneath white, the sea* 
pulars spotted with ferruginous, the head and neck white lon- 
gitudinally striped with brown. 

Tringa virgata, Gmel, S^st. NaL 1. 671-* Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 735. 
Streaked Sandpiper. Lath. Gen, Spn, 5. ISO. 

The Streaked Tringa is about the size of the 
Common Snipe: its beak is dusky, about an inch 
and a quarter long : its head and neck are white, 
longitudinally streaked with dusky : the back is dusky, 
the feathers edged with white: the scapulars are 
dusky, edged and varied with rust-colour : the wing- 
coverts are cinereous : the quills are dusky : the lower 
part of the back and tail arc dusky cinereous: the 
upper tail-coverts and all the under parts of the body 
are white : the sides are spotted with dusky : legs 
dusky. Inhabits Sandwich Sound. 


BOREAL TRINGA. 

(Ti'iuga borealis.) 

Tr. cincrea, collo later ibtis pectoreque paUidiore undulaiisy super- 
ciliis guld tcctricibus caiidre corporeque subtus albis 
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Asli-colourcil Tringa^ with the sides of the neck and tlie breast 
undulated with palcr^ the eye-brows, throat, tail-covcrts, and 
body beneath, white. 

Tringa borealis. Gmcl, Si/st, Nat. 1.671. Lath. In(f.()tn.2. 
735. 

Boreal Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. St/n. 5. 181. 

Native of King George’s Laud : “ Beak sliort, 
stout, and a little swelling at the point ; eoloiir dusky 
brown, with a black tip : the upper part of the 
plumage einercous, mottled on the sides of the neck 
with a paler colour, which comes forward on the 
breast : over the eye a streak of white : chin, and 
under jwrts of the body, and miper tail-coverts white ; 
quills and tail dusky ; legs deep brown.” — (Dr. La- 
tham.) 


NKWfOUNDLAND TUINGA. 

(Tringa Novas Terras.) 

Tb. iiigricanx Jitsco marginala subtus citurco^albn, pcdibtis renii- 
gibus caudaque nigris. 

Dusky Tringa, edged with brown, beneath ashy-white, with the 
legs, quills, and tail black. 

Tringa Novas Terras. Ginel. Si/st. Nal. 1 . 674. Ijnlh, hid. Oni. 
2. 735. 

Newfoundland Sandpiiscr. Lath, Gen. Hyn, 5. 181. 

Described by Latham from the drawings of the 
late Sir Joseph Banks. ** Beak black : upper part 
of the neck and body dusky black, the fcatlmrs 
edged with ferruginous: lieneath cinereous white: 
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baiitard wing, quills, and tail black : legs cinereous. 
Inhabits Newfoundland.” 


VARIEGATED TRINGA. 


(Triiiga varicgata.) 

Tr. rostro pedibmque nigrisy corpore supra fusco nigro rufoque 
variegalo subtus albo, pectore nigro maculnto, caudd fused* 
Tringa with the beak and legs blacky with the body above varie- 
gated with brown> blacky and red ; beneath white^ the breast 
spotted with red^ the tail brown. 

Tringa variegata. GmeU Sj/st. Not. L 674. Lath. Ind* Orn* 
2. 735. 

Variegated Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn.b. 181. 

Another bird described by Latham, from, a spe- 
cimen in the Leverian Museum. ** Beak one inch 
and a half long, and dusky: upper parts of the 
head, neck, and body, variegated with brown, black, 
and rufous: forehead and throat paler: fore part 
of the neck and breast dirty white, longitudinally 
streaked with black j across the breast a dusky-mot- 
tled bar : sides of the body much the same : middle 
of the belly and thighs white : tail short, brown : the 
jnner coverts white on the inner webs : legs dusky.” 
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FASCIATED TRINGA. 

(Tringa fasciata.) 

Tr. rostro vertice occipitc ianiaponc oculns abdomincque nigris, 
fronte caudaque rotundatd albis, 

Tringa with the beak, crown, occiput, stripe tli rough tiie eyes 
and abdomen black, the forehead and rounded tail white. 
Tringa fasciata. GmcL Sysi. Nat, 1 • 67 1 . Lath, huL Orn . 2. 738. 
Fasciated Sandpiper. Lath* Gen. Syn. Sup. 2. 312. 

The fasciated Tringa inhabits Astrakan : the beak, 
crown, hind head, a streak through the eyes and the 
belly, are black : the forehead is white, as is the tail 
also, and the latter is rounded. 


KEPTUSCHCA TRINGA. 


(Tringa Keptuschca.) 

Tr. corpore cinereo, vertice nigro, abdomine nigricante ad exilum 
rtifescente, 

Tringa with the body ash-coloured, the crown black, the abdomen 
dusky with the extremity reddish. 

Tringa Keptuschca. Gmel, Syst. Nat* 1. 673. iMth. Ind. Orn. 
2. 738. 

Siberian Sandpiper. Lath. Syn, Sup, 2. 312. • 

Found in the marshes of Siberia. Its body is ash- 
coloured, crown black, belly dusky on the upper part, 
and rufous towards the vent. 
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QUEBEC TRINOA. 

(Tringa CanadcDBis.) 

Ta. cinei'eo^obscura, jugulo cinerascente, abdomine albo lalcribus 
maculatOi pedibus Jlavis, 

Obscure-ashy Tringa, with the jugulum ashy, the abdomen white, 
its sides spotted, the legs yellow. 

Tringa Canadensis. Lath. Ind, Orn, Sup. Ixv. 

Quebec Sandpiper. Lath, Syn. Sup. 2. 313. 

Described by Dr. Latham from a specimen brought 
from Quebec by General Davies : “ Size of the Song 
Thrush : length nine inches : beak nearly one inch 
and a half long, and slender *, the base reddish, the 
rest of its length black : general colour of the plu- 
mage dusky-plumbeous ash-colour: the feathers on 
the back margined with ash-colour ; of the wing- 
coverts and breast with greyish-white : the three first 
quills dusky, with white shafts ; three of the inner 
ones just fringed with white at the tips ; the two or 
three next white, marked with ash-colour on the 
outer web j then follow two or three almost wholly 
white the rest plain dusky : the four middle tail- 
feathers dusky, the others pale-ash, fringed at the 
edges and tips with white : between the beak and 
eye, and the chin, dusky white, mottled : fore part 
of the neck ^ain ash-colour : belly white ; sides of 
it, close to the wings, marked with a few dusky spots : 
the thighs are (contrary to the usual nature of the 
genus) covered with feathers quite to the knees, and 
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even below the joint : legs short, and of a pale yellow 
colour/* 


13 HO WN -EARED TllINCA. 


(Tringa aurita.) 

Ttt.ycrruginco-cijierca lineis transvcnis albidis, snblns ncbulosa 
pallida^ superciliis albisy macula annum fused. 

Rusty ash-colourcd Triiiga with transverse whitish lines, beneath 
with pale clouds, tlie eyebrows wliitc, with a brown spot on the 
ears. 

Tringa aurita. Lath. Ind, Orn. Sup. Ixvi. 

Brown-eared Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. St/n. Sup. ii.3M. 

Native of New South Wales : its beak is as long 
as its head, and dusky : the upper parts of its plumage 
are inisty-ash colour, crossed with numerous whitish 
lines on the back and wings: the feathers on the 
outer ridge of the wing all edged with white : over 
the eye a white streak ; on the ears a patch of brown, 
which passes indistinctly through the eyes : all the 
under parts of the body pale and mottled: quills and 
tail dusky : legs dusky-white. 



TOTANUS. SANDPIPER. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum subtcnue, aut 
longum aut mc^ocre, te- 
retiusculum, interduiA 
versus apicem paulb re- 
curvutn, supr^ sulcatum : 
mandibul^ superiore apice 
laevigati et incurvfi; in- 
feriore apice ascendens. 

Nares parvse lineares, la< 
terales, in sulco atse. 

Pedes long^y tetradactyli; dt- 
giti aniici aut exteriores 
soli baa membran& con- 
nexi ; pdUex apice solo in- 
astens. 


Beak rather slender, long, 
or medial, rounded, some- 
times a little recurved to- 
wards the tip, sulcated 
above: the upper mandible 
smooth at its tip and in- 
curved; the lower ascend- 
ing at its tip. 

NostrUs small, linear, lateral, 
placed in a groove. 

Legs Ibng, four-toed; the 
anterior toes, or the outer 
ones only, connected by a 
membrane at the base; the 
hinder toe resting on its 
tip alone. 


TOTANUS. Ray, Briss., Temm. 

SCOLOPAX. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 

TRINGA. Linn., Gmel., Lath., Leach. 

LIMOSA. Briss. 

I 

The Sandpipers fly in small flocks, and inhabit 
the sea-coasts, or those of lakes and rivers, as well as 
damp meadows : they subsist on insects, worms, and 
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mollusca, and occasionally upon small Ush and their 
fry : they moult spring and autumn, and their winter 
plumage differs but slightly from that of summer. 

The beak is stronger than that of the Godwits, 
Woodcocks, and Snipes, which enables the birds to 
find their sustenance on the earth, amongst stones, &c. 

Two or three sectional divisions are required among 
the birds constituting the present genus; but as I have 
been unable to examine each species, I have not at* 
tempted to divide them, except in separating the last, 
which may probably be found at a future period to 
form a new genus. 

A. Digitis hast vix palmatis, 

A. The toes scarcely palmated at their base. 


bartram’s sandpiper. 

(Totanus Bartramia.) 

To./usco--nigricanSi Jlafoo maculatat gents, collo •peclorequt jla- 
vescenlibus nigro lineatis, ventre, crisso femoribusque albis, caudd 
ehngalA, rectricibus lateralibus isabeUinis nigro Jasciatw 

Blackish-brown Sandpiper spotted with yellow^ the cheeks, neck, 
and breast yellowish, striped with black, the ))el]y, vent, and 
thighs white, the tail elongated, its outer feathers isabella colour 
striped with black. 

Tringa longicauda. Becks. Temm. man. d'Om. 2 Edit. ii. 651. 

Totanus Bartramia. Temm. 1. c. 

Bartram*s Sandpiper. (Tringa Bartramia.) lViU> Amer. Orn. 
V. vii. 63. pi. 59.^. 2. 

Chevalier a longue queue. Temm, /. c. 
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bartram’s sandpiper. 


Length about ten inches : beak short, one inch 
and a half in length, and yellowish brown: irides 
clear brown : the top of the head and of the hack are 
blackish-brown ; all of the feathers edged with yel- 
lowish : the cheeks, neck, and breast are yellowi^, 
longitudinally striped with fine black lines : the sides 
are transversely rayed with black zigzags : the belly, 
thighs, and abdomen are white : the under tail-coverts 
are clear unspotted reddish- white : the scapulars and 
wing-coverts are reddish-yellow, with each feather 
tinged with brown in the centre, and transversely 
rayed with fine black bands : the lateral tail-feathers 
are deep Isabella colour, di^onally and distantly 
striped with black bands : the four middle feathers 
are brown, diagonally striped with closer bands : the 
legs are flesh colour. The young have the upper 
parts, except the back, marked with large brown spots : 
on the fore part of the neck, on the breast, and on 
the sides, are several lance-shaped spots of the same 
colour : the zigzag bands on the tail are less distinct 
than in the old. 

This species inhabits North America: it makes its 
appearance on the banks of the Schuylkill in August 
and September, and runs about amongst the grass in 
search of beetles. During its migration it has been 
known to visit Germany and Holland, according to 
Temmihck. These birds are extremely watchful, 
silent, and shy, and of difficult approach : they run 
with great celerity : they are said to be most exquisite 
food, being extremely delicate and tender. 
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GREEN SANDPIPER. 


(Totanus ochropiis.) 


) Jiisco^uridii abdomine rcctricibusquc cxtimis albiSf pe- 
yirescentibus^ 

tidpiper with (h^^back of a brown-green^ the belly and outer 
tail-feathers whiSS^iShe legs greenish. 

To^us d*Ont, 420. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 65 1 . 

Gmel. Suit. Nat, I. 




Briss. Orn. 5. 


Youngs •• 

7 Penn. Arct. Zool. 


Gjmn Sandpipei^ PciifiW , 


389. Lath. Gen. Lew. Brit. Birds^ 5. pi. 1 70. 

MonU Om. Diet. 2. and Sup* Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 100. 


Wood Sandpiper. Linn. Trans^'^^St^. 2. 


Tl) 




Unlike its congenersi tlwspeciefi differs but little 
in its summer and winter^i!ie88es$.|lie variations be- 
tween the two conusti^ nf a< of 

small dots on the upper parts op^, pltmMge^i and 
the spots on thied^ part of (^e neck beings IiI(h% 
distinct in the summer seaso&i'"^ Tlie total length of 


the bird is about eight Inches and a half : its irides 
are deep brown : all the upper parts of the plumage 
are brown, slightly shaded with olive and with green 
reflections : the feathers of the back, the scapulars, 
and the wing-coverts are prettily edged with very 
small white dots : between the beak and the eye is a 
band of white and another of brown : the upper tail- 
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coverts and all the under parts arc pure white, except 
the fore part of the neck, which is varied with small 
brown dots: the tail is pure white, with its two 
middle feathers marked with three or four broad 
black bands, and those next to them decreasing in 
the number of bars towards the outside feathers, 
which are quite plain : the beak is black, with its 
base greenish : the legs are ashy>green. The young 
have all the upper parts of a brighter and more 
cinereous tinge : the feathers are edged with a narrow 
reddish band, and are sprinkled with very small yel- 
lowish dots : the white at the base of the tail is nar- 
rower, and the black bars on the tail itself are broader 
than in the old birds.* 

This species delights in the borders of fresh lakes 
and pools of water in preference to the sea-coasts : 
it is a solitary bird, seldom more than a pair being 
seen together, and that only in the breeding season : 
it arrives in England about the middle of September, 
and departs at the end of April to breed, which it is 
said to do in the central countries of Europe, forming 
its nest of grasses. Ice. at the borders of the water, 
and laying four or five egga, which are greenish-white 
spotted with brown. It inhabits the greater portion 
of Europe, as far as Iceland, and has also been ob- 
served in Siberia. 



SOLITARY SANDPIPER. 


(Totaniis solitariiis.) 

To. corpore supra Jiisco albo jmnclato, pectorealbo olivaceo’^umi 
maculatOi pedibus virescentibus^ rectricibus dunhus intermediis 
olivaceis. 

Sandpiper with the body ai)ovc brown spotted with white, the 
breast white spotted with olive -brown, the legs greenish, the 
two middle tail-feathers olive. 

Solitary Sandpiper. (Tringa solitaria.) JVils. Anirr. Oriu v, vii. 
p. 53. p/. Iviih/] 3. 

The Solitaiy Sandpiper is eight inches and a half 
long, and fifteen inches in extent : the beak is one 
inch and a quarter in length, and dusky : line over the 
ey^ chin, belly, and vent, pure white : breast white, 
spotted with pale olive-brown : crown and neck above 
dark olive streaked with white : back, scapulars, and 
rump dark brown-olive, each feather marked along the 
edges with small round spots of white : wings plain, 
and of a darker tint : under tail-coverts spotted with 
black : tail slightly rounded, the five exterior fea- 
thers on each side white, broadly barred with black ; 
the two middle ones, as well as their coverts, plain 
olive : legs long, slender, and of a dusky green. 
Both sexes similar in colour. 

The above is Wilson’s description of this pretty 
species, of whose habits he gives the following ac- 
count. It inhabits the highest mountains during the 
summer, from Kentucky to New York ; but is no- 
where numerous, seldom more than two or three 
V. XII. p. I. 9 
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WOOD SANDPIPER. 


being seen together. It takes short, low flights ; runs 
nimbly about among the mossy margins of the moun- 
tain springs, brooks, and pools, occasionally stopping, 
looking at you, and perpetually nodding its head : it 
is so unsuspicious, and so little acquainted with man, 
as to permit one to approach within a few yards of it 
without appearing to take any notice, or to be the 
least alarmed. At the approach of cold weather it 
descends to the muddy shores of the large rivers, 
where it is occasionally met with, singly, on its way 
to the south. It breeds on Pocano mountain, in 
Pennsylvania, arriving there early in May, and depart- 
ing in September. It is usually silent, unless when 
suddenly flushed, when it utters a sharp whistle. 

This species is greatly allied to the preceding, and 
differs from the following chiefly in having the two 
middle tail-feathers brown, like the back ; where#in 
the Wood Sandpiper they are rayed with alternate 
bands of brown and white. 


WOOD SANDPIPER. 


(Totaniis glarcola.) 

To. corporefusco alho punctatOf pectore albido, pedibus virescen^ 
tibuSf rectricibiis duabus intermediis Jtuco alboqut tratmersitn 
Jasciatis. 

Sandpiper with tlic body brown spotted with white^ the breast 
whitish, the legs greenish, the two middle tail-feathers trans- 
versely fasciated with brown and white. 
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Totanus glareola. Temm. man. d’Orn. 422. Id. 2 Edit. ii. C.'i l, 
Tringa glareola. Linn. Sysl, Nat. 1 . 2.50. Gmel. Syst. Nat. I . 

677. Lath. Ind. Ora. 2. 730, 

Wood Sandpi|)er. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 482. Lath. Gen. Syn. 

5. 172. 

But little is known of this scarce bird, as to the 
periodical changes of its plumage : during the spring 
it has a narrow stripe of brown between the beak and 
the eye : the top of tlie head and the nape are lon- 
gitudinally striped with brown and whitish : the sides 
of the head, the fore part of the neck, the breast, 
and the flanks, arc whitish-ash longitudinally rayed 
with brown : the eyebrows, the throat, and the middle 
of the belly are pure white : the vent and tail-coverts 
are also white, finely striped with brown in the di- 
rection of the shafts: the back and scapulars are 
d#y. with large white and brown spots, placed on 
the edges of the webs : the wing-coverts are ashy- 
brown, with triangular cinereous-white .spots on the 
edges of the feathers : the tail-feathers are barred 
alternately with brown and white, the two or three 
lateral ones having their inner webs wholly white : 
the beak is black, with its base greenish : the legs 
are greenish. Its length is seven inches and a half. 

Native of the north-eastern parts of Europe, among 
the marshy woods of Germany, Sweden, Poland, &c. : 
never in Holland or England. It breeds in the arctic 
regions, and is said to lay four eggs of a yellowish- 
green spotted with brown. 
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BARRED- TAILED SANDPIPER. 

(Totaniis affinis.) 

To. supra perfuscus plimis pnllidiore mnrginafis, remigibns pri- 
moribus perfuscis^ secundariis intensiore albcnteque fasciatis^ 
subius cauddque albis, hcic fuscofascinid. 

Sandpiper above brownish, witli the edges of the feathers paler, 
the primary (piills brownish, the secondaries deeper and barred 
with whitish, beneath and tail wliite, the last fasciated wdth 
brown. 

Totanus affinis. llor.^eld. Linn, Trans, xiii, 191. 

Length ten inches : greatly allied to the Totanus 
Glarcola ; it differs principally in the marks of the 
secondary quill -feathers, and in the lower continua- 
tion of the covering of the tibiae — (Dr. H.) Inhaifcs 
Java. 


DUSKY SANDPIPER. 


(Totanus fuscus.) 

To. uropygio albo, lecirkibus caudee superiorihus albo nigroque 
radiatis, mandibula inferiorc rostri rnfo. 

Sandpiper with a white rump, the upper tail-coverts radiated with 
black and white, the lower mandible of the beak red. 

Totanus fuscus. Leisler, Temm, man, d'Orn. 412. 

Le Chevalier noir. Cuv, Beg, Anim, 1 . 493. 

Le Chevalier arlequin. Temm, man, d'Orn, 2 Edit, ii. 639. 
Summer Plumage. — Totanus fuscus. Becks, Temm, I, c. 
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Scolopax fusca. Linn. Syst. Nat, 1. 243. Gmcl, Syst, Nat* \ . 037 • 
Lath. Ind. Oni. 2. 721. 

Liraosa fusca. Briss. Oni. 3. 270. pL 23./. 4. 

La Barge brune. Bti/. Ois. 7. 508. Buff. PI. Enl. 875. 

Dusky Snipe. Lath. Gen. Si/n. 3. 155. 

VViNTBii Plumage. — Scolopax curuiiica. Gmel. Sj/st* Nat. 1. 669* 
Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 721. 

Scolopax CantabrifficMisis. Gmel. Snsl. Nat. I. Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 721. 

Cambridge (lodwit. Penn. Brit. Zoo!. 2. 185. Lath. Gen. Syn. 
5. J46. Lcxv. Brit. Birds, A. pi. 30. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. 
Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 81- 

Young. — Scolopax Totaiius. Gmel. Syst. Nat* J. 003. Lath. 

Ind. Orn. 2. 721. 

Totamis alter. Bait, Syn. 106 
Barker. Albin. Birds, 2. pi. 71. 

Spotted Snipe. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 148. Letv. Brit. Birds, 4. 
pi. 164. Mont. Orn. Diet, 2. and Sap. with Dew, Brit. 
Birds, 2. pi, 88. 

Slotted Redshank. Penn, Brit. Zool, 2. 186. 

^^\RIF.TY.--Tringa atra. Gmel* Syst. Nat. 1. 673. Isath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 738. 


As usual in this family of birds, this species has 
received various appellations, according to the state 
of its plumage at different periods of the year : during 
the summer it has all the uj)per parts of the body 
and its forehead dusky ; the feathers on its back, on 
the wing-coverts, and scapulars, are marked on the 
edges of their webs with small white spots, and tipped 
with a cross of the same colour : the under parts are 
greyish-ash, with the feathers of the breast and belly 
tipped with a wliite cross : the lower belly and tail- 
coverts are transversely striped with cinereous-black 
and white : the tail-feathers are ashy-black, with small 
white dashes on the margins of the webs, reaching to 
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the shafts : the base of the under mandible of the beak 
is red, the tip black : the legs are brown, slightly 
tinged with reddish. In the winter the top of the 
head, the nape, the back, the scapulars, and the wing- 
coverts, are greyish-ash colour, with the shafts of the 
feathers dusky : a stripe from the upper mandible to 
the eye, the throat, the breast, the belly, vent, and 
rump, are pure white : the sides are greyish-white : 
between the mouth and the eye is a dusky band : 
the cheeks, the sides, and fore part of the neck are 
clouded with ash-colour and white : the upper tail- 
coverts and the tail itself arc rayed transversely with 
dusky-brown and white : the beak is black, with its 
uiider mandible red at its base : its legs are bright red. 

The young differ in having the upper parts of the 
plumage of an dlive-brown tint : the feathers of the 
back arc edged with a small white streak : and the 
wing-coverts and the scapulars have several small 
triangular white spots on the edges of their webs: 
all the under parts of the body are white varied with 
numerous zigzag stripes and indistinct spots of ashy- 
brown : the legs are reddish-orange. 

During the periods of moulting, the colours of the 
plumage become more confused as the new feathers 
are developed, and the old ones thrown off. 

Inhabits the north of Europe and America, breed- 
ing in the regions of the Arctic Circle : it has oc- 
curred but seldom in England, few specimens only 
being on record : Montagu mentibns two indivi- 
duals having been shot in Devonshire, and Bewick 
two in the north. The Cambridge God wit of Pen- 
nant was shot in the county of that name, and it is 
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the winter plumage of this species. It is stated by 
Temminck that this bird principally subsists on mol- 
lusca, rarely on insects or worms. 


UCD-LEGGKD SANDPIPER. 

(Totaiius calidris.) 

To. rostra basi rnfo, remigibus sccundariis albis, corpore cinerco, 
pedibus coccineis. 

Sandpiper with the base of its l)cak red^ the secondary quills 
whitc^ the body ash-colourcd^ the legs scarlet. 

Tottanus calidris. (Beckstcin,) Temm, man, rf’Orw. dl5. Id, 
2 Edit. ii. (513. 

Lc grande chevalier aux pieds rouges. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 493. 
Summer Plumage. — Scfjlopax calidris. lAnn, St/st. Nat. 1. 245. 

Gmel. S^at, Nat. 1. ddd. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 722. 

Tringa ganil)ctta. Linn, Spst. Nat. 1. 248. Gnicf, S^st. Nat. 

1. fi71. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2, 728. 

Scolopax Total! us. Raii, Sj/n. 107. A. 

Totanus nawius. Brm. Orn, 5. 200. pi. 1 8 . /. 2. 

Chevalier aux pieds rouges ou la gainbetta. Biiff\ Ois. 7. 513. 
Buff. PI. Enl. 845. 

Redshank, or Pool Snipe. Penn, Brit. Zool. 2. 184. pi. 65. Penn, 
Arct, Zool. 2, .377. Albin, Bird.s, 3. pi. 87. Lath. den. Sjjn. 
5. 150. Gen. St/n. Sup. 245. Lexv. Brit. Bird.s, 4. 1 65. IValr. 
Syn. 2. pi. 143. Don. Brit. Birds, 5. pi. 112. Mont. Orn. 
Diet. 2. and Sup. Dew. Brit. Birds, 2. 91. 

Bed-legged Horseman. Albhi. Birds, 2.pL 68. 

Gambet Sandpiper. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 198. pi. 70. Penn. 
Arct. Zool. 2. 394. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 167* Lew. Bril. 
Birds, 5. pi. 168. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. Bexo. Brit. Birds, 

2 . 102 . 



1S6 


RED-LEGGED SANDPIPER. 


About eleven inches in length : the beak is black 
at its tip and bright red at its base : the irides are 
brown : from the upper mandible of the beak to the 
eye is a white streak : the head, the nape, the top of 
the back, the scapulars, and wing-coverts, are ashy- 
brown tinged with olive, each feather having a lon- 
gitudinal black stripe j and those of the scapulars 
and greater wing-coverts having several very small 
transverse black rays : the rump is white : the sides 
of the head, the throat, and all the rest of the under 
paits of the plumage, are white •, the centre of each 
feather being dusky brown : the tail-feathers are 
striped with white and black, and tipped with pure 
white ; the white on the four middle feathers being 
tinged with greyish; the legs are of a very bright 
vermilion colour. In the winter the head, the" hind 
part of the neck, the top of the back, the scapulars, 
and the wing- coverts, are of a brown ash-colour, 
varied with a deeper tint in the direction of the 
shafls : the throat, the sides of the head, the fore 
part of the neck, and the breast, are greyish white, 
with a line brown stripe on the shalls : the rump, 
belly, and vent, arc pure white : the tail-feathers 
are transversely barred with white, and broad black 
zigzag stripes : the legs are pale red ; the lower half 
of the beak red, the point black. 

The young have a white streak between the upper 
mandible and the eye : the space between the beak 
and the eye brown : the feathers on the top of the 
head arc brown, delicately bordei'cd with yellowish : 
the nape is ash-coloured : the back and scapulars are 
brown ; all the feathers being laterally bordered with a 
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deep yellow band : the wing-coverts are dusky brown, 
edged and tipped with yellowish-white : the throat 
is whitish, varied with small bvown dots : the sides of 
the neck are ash-coloured, with very straight longi- 
tudinal brown rays: the belly, sides, and vent are 
white i the two latter and the tail-coverts arc spotted 
with brown : the tip of the tail-feathers is reddish : 
the beak is livid at its base and brown at its tip : the 
legs are yellowish-orange. 

This species is found in various parts of Europe, 
and is tolerably plentiful in this country ; residing 
the greatest part of the year in the fenny countries, 
where it breeds and rears its young : it makes a 
slight nest with coarse grass upon a tump in the 
moister parts or most boggy places, and begins to 
lay early in May : when disturbed it is very clamo- 
rous, making an incessant shrill piping note, and 
flying round its nest in a circular direction : its eggs 
are four in number, of a yellowish-green, spotted 
with brown, especially at the larger eiid. The Red- 
shank is of a solitary character, being mostly seen 
alone or in pairs only : it pines in confinement : it 
lives upon insects (but rarely touches the coleopterous 
ones) and worms. 



BEWICKfs SANDPIPER. 
(Totanus Bewickii.) 


"To.pedihus coccinm^ corpore supra fuscogriseo cinereoquemrio, 
pectore albo cinnamomed mriegatOy abdomine crissoquc albis^ 
rectricibusipailide fuscist mediis nigricante undatis» 

Sandpiper with ei^lct Icgs^ the body above varied witii brown, 
grey, and ash-< 


our, the breast white, variegated with cinna- 
mon colour, ihii^abdonicn and vent white, the tail-feathers pale 
brown, the nri^^ on^ waved with dusky. 

Tringa App. 

Red-legged jl3. mthjlg. Mont, 

Orn, Diet, Sup, Lath. 

Tringa eitytbropus. Lath. Ind, 




*» .. 




A HIGHLY elej^fit spiSd^’^escribed^^ j^ 

bf Bewick in his ^^pus vrark asj^t^'b^ed ; and 

'thtt ' 



This description 1 shat! 


from 



iibieh it to; 

transcribe. “Thist 
the tip of the beak to the ^d 
the beak is an inch and three 
the tip, and reddish towards the base : the 
the head is spotted with dark brown, disposed in 
streaks, and edged with pale brown and grey: a 
darkish patch covers the space between the corners 
of the mouth and the eyes : the chin is white : the 
brow and cheeks pale brown, prettily freckled with 
small dark spots : the hinder part of the neck is 
composed of a mixture of pale brown, grey, and 
ash, with a few indistinct dusky spots ; the fore part 
and the breast are white, clouded with a dull cinna- 
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mon colour, and sparingly and irregularly marked 
with black spots, reflecting a purple gloss; the 
shoulder and scapular-feathers are black, edged with 
pale rust colour ; and have the same glossy reflec- 
tions as those on the breast : the tertials are nearly 
of the same length as the quills, and are marked like 
the first annexed figure (p. 115*) barred : the ridges 
of the wings are a brownish-ash colour ; the coverts, 
back, and rump are nearly the same, but inclining 
to olive, and the middle of each feather is of a deeper 
dusky brown : the primai 7 quills arc deep olive- 
brown : the exterior webs of the secondaries arc also 
of that colour, but lighter, edged and tipped with 
white ; and the inner webs are mostly white towards 
the base : the tail-coverts are glossy black, edged 
with pale rust colour, and tipped with white ; but in 
some of them a strqak of white passes from the 
middle upwards, nearly the whole length, as in the 
second figure (p. 115*). ITie tail-feathers are lightish 
brown, except the two middle ones, which are barred 
with spots of a darker hue : the belly and vent arc 
white : legs bare above the knees, and red as sealing- 
wax : claws black.” 

** The female is less than the male, and her 
plumage more dingy and indistinct: an egg taken 
out of her previous to stuffing, was surprisingly large, 
considering her bulk, being about the size of that of 
a magpie, of a greenish-white colour, spotted and 
blotched with brown, of a long shape, and pointed at 
the smaller end.” 


* Of Bewick. 
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“ The figure and description were taken from a 
pair, male and female, which were shot on Rippen- 
gale Fen, in Lincolnshire, on the 14th May, 1795, 
by Major Charles Dilke, of the Warwickshire ca- 
valry. He says this bird is a constant inhabitant of 
the fens, and is known to sportsmen by its singular 
notes, which are very loud and melodious, and arc 
heard even when the bird is beyond the reach of 
sight.” 

“ It is somewhat singular,” says Montagu, ” that 
a bird, apparently common, and indigenous to the 
fens, should so long have escaped notice, or at least 
discrimination, for it must undoubtedly have been 
confounded with the Redshank : indeed in many re- 
spects it seems to resemble the immatured bird of 
that species, but differs essentially in the feathers of 
the tail.” 


MARSH SANDPIPER. 

(Totauus stagnatilis.) 

To. rostra tenue dehUe, reclrkibus lateralibus exlium longiludi- 
naliter fuscis undalim radiatis. 

Sandpiper with a slender weak beak, the outer tail-feathers lon- 
gitudinally wared and radiated with brown. 

Scolopax Tetanus. Lt»n. Syst. Nat. 1. 245. 

Le petit chevalier sux pieds rerts. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1 . 49.^. 

Le barge grise. Buff. PI. Enl. 876. 

Totanus stagnatilis. {Beckstein.) Temm. man. d’Om. 41B. 
Chevalier stagnatile. Temm. man, d'Om. 418. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 
647. 
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About nine inches in length : in the summer its 
beak is black : from the top of the beak to the eye is 
white : the throat, the fore part of the breast, the 
belly, and vent, are pure white: the space between 
the beak and the eye, the temples, the sides and fore 
part of the neck, the danks, sides of the breast, and 
under tail-coverts, arc also pure white, with a small 
longitudinal spot on each featlier : the crown of tlie 
head and the nape arc rayed longitudinally with 
black on a whitish-ash ground : the top of the back, 
the scapulars, and greater wing-coverts, are ash-co- 
lour, tinged with reddish, varied on each feather 
with transverse black bands, which arc broadest to- 
wards their tips, and are disposed diagonally on the 
longer feathers of the shoulders : the two middle tail- 
feathers arc ash-colour, rayed diagonally, and the 
rest are rayed on their outer webs in longitudinal 
zigzags : the legs are greenish. In the winter the 
beak is dusky ash-colour : the eyebrows, the face, 
the throat, the middle of the back, the fore part of 
the neck and the breast, and the rest of the under 
parts of the plumage are pure white : the nape is 
longitudinally rayed with brown and white : the top 
of the head and of the back, the scapulars, and the 
greater wing-coverts are bright ash-colour, edged 
with whitish : the smaller coverts and bend of the 
wing arc dusky-ash : the sides of the neck and of the 
breast are white, with small brown spots : the tail is 
white, diagonally rayed with brown bands, except on 
the two outer feathers, marked with a longitudinal 
zigzag : the legs are olive-green : the i rides are 
brown. The young differ from the adult in having 
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the feathers on the top of the head and of the back, 
the scapulars and wing-coverts, of a dusky-brown, 
edged with a broad yellowish margin ; the greater 
feathers, immediately impending the quills, have 
small diagonal rays of very deep brown : on the face 
and on the sides of the head are very small brown 
dots : the tips of the quills are whitish ; and the legs 
are ashy-green. 

Temminck, who has described this species as 
above, says that it inhabits the north of Europe, on 
the borders of the sea and rivers ; migrating along 
the eastern provinces as far as the Mediterranean ; 
but never in the direction of the coasts. It lives 
upon insects and worms, and is supposed to nidifi- 
cate in the Arctic regions. 


COMMON SANDPIPER. 

(Totanus liypoleucos.) 

To. corpore cinereo lituris fiLscis, subtus alboy pedibus cinereis. 
Sandpiper with a cinereous body> with brown lines^ beneath 
white i the legs ash-colour. 

Totanus hypoleucos. Temm, man, d'Orn, 424. Id, 2 Edit, ii. 
657. 

Tringa hypoleucos. Linn, Syst, Nat, 1. 250. Gmel. SysL Nat, 
J . 678. Lath, Ind. Om, 2. 734. 

Guinetta Briss, Orn, 5. 183, pL 16,^1 2. 

Tringa minor. Itaiij Syn. 108. A, 6. 
lia Guignette. Buff, Oh, 7- 540. 

La petite Alouette de nier. Buff, PI, Knl, 850. 
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Common Sandpiper. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 204. Pemi, Arct. 

Zool. 2. 388. Lath. Gen. Sj/n. 178. £.etc. Bril. Birds, 

5. pi. 172. IValc. Sj/H. 2. pi. 148. Mont. Orn. Did. 2. Bew. 

Brit. Birds, 2. 104. 

The plumage of this species does not appear to 
vary according to the season of the year, but to 
remain constant at all times : its length is about 
seven inches and a half : its beak is dusky, and irides 
brown : all the upper parts of the body arc brown 
glossed with olivaceous, and marked with a blackish 
ray in the direction of the shafts : the feathers of tlie 
wings and of the back are transversely streaked with 
narrow zigzag dusky-black bands : over the eye is a 
whitish streak : the throat, breast, belly, and the 
rest of the under parts are pure white ; the sides of 
the neck and the breast being varied witli longitu- 
dinal brown dashes : the four middle tail-feathers 
like the back, with five transverse dusky lines j the 
outer one on each side white with brown bars, and 
the intermediate ones varied with white on their 
margins : the legs are greenish-ash. The young 
have the throat and the fore pait of the neck pure 
white, with the sides of the latter spotted with brown : 
the white line over the eyes is very broad : the wing- 
coverts are of a deeper colour than in the old : the 
feathers of the back arc edged with red and dusky, 
and those of the coverts are tipped with red and 
black. 

An elegant little species, visiting England in the 
spring, and frequenting our lakes and rivers, on the 
borders of which it makes its nest, composed of moss 
and dry leaves, and generally placed in a hole on a 
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bank : its eggs, which are usually five in number, 
are of a reddish-green, varied with dusky and cine- 
reous spots, mostly at the larger end. Great num- 
bers breed on the banks of the lakes in Scotland. 
They are frequently seen in pairs during the sum- 
mer ; and are well known by their clear piping note 
which they^oake when disturbed, and when running 
on the growid; their tail is constantly in motion. 

They dej^ from Britain in the autumn, at which 
time Monta^ observes they arc infested with insects’’^. 

It is foui 9 ^fiq,^ 08 t parts of Europe. 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER. ■ 

(Totanus macularia.) • 

To. rostra basi pedibusque incamalu, eorpore undique maculato, 
superciliis Jasci&que ^mind alarum albis. 

Sandpiper with the tmae of the beak and the legs flesh-colour, the 
body spotted above and below, the eyebrows and geminated 
stripe on the wings white. 

Totanus macularia. Temm. man. d‘Om. 422. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 656. 
Tringa macularia. X.f»R. Syst. Nat. I. 245. Gmel. Si/st. Nat. 
1. 672. Lath, Ind, Om. 2. 734. Wils. Amer. Om. v. vii. p. 
60. fd. lix.^. 1. 

Turdus aquaticus. Sriss. Om. 5. 255. 

La grive d’eau. Buff. Ois. 8. 140. 

Spotted Tringa. Edm, p. 277./. 2. 


* Stenepteryx Hirundinis. 
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Spotted Sandpiper. Lalh. Gen. Sifii. 5. 179. Pam. Bril. '£w,l. 
2. 196. Penn, Arct. Znol. 2. 38.'). Lew. Brit. Birds, l/.S. 
Wale. Sy». 2. pi. 149. Mont. Orn, Did, 2. and Sup. Bew. 
Brit. Birds, 2. 111. 

This rare species is sometimes found in England, 
and Bewick has given an excellent figure of it, ac< 
companied by the following description. “ liCngth 
eight inches : the beak is black at the tip, and fades 
into a reddish colour towards the base : a white streak 
is extended over each eye, and a brownish patch be- 
tween them and the beak : the whole upper part of 
the plumage is of a glossy lightish brown, with green 
reflections : the head and neck are marked with 
longish small dark spots : on the back, scapulars, and 
wing-coverts the spots are larger, and of a triangular 
shape : the rump is plain : the greater quills are 
dusky : secondaries tipped with white ; as are also 
the greater and lesser coverts, which form two ob- 
lique white lines across the extended wings : the two 
middle feathers of the tail are greenish brown ; the 
side ones white, crossed with dusky lines : the breast, 
belly, and vent are white, but in the female spotted 
with brown : legs of a dirty flesh-colour.'* 

The specimen figured by Bewick, and from whose 
figure the accompanying plate is taken, was shot on 
the moors near Bellingham in Northumberland, in 
the month of August. The one noticed by Edwards 
was killed in Essex. Its native place appears to be 
the higher latitudes of North America, where it is 
supposed to breed: it has been observed on the 
coasts of the. Baltic, and in various parts of Gcr- 
V. XII. p. I. 10 
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many ; but, according to Temininck, never in Hol- 
land. 


PURPLE SANDPIPER. 

(Totanus maritiinus.) 

To. griseo nigroque varius subtus albus,jugulo caudaque obscuris, 
rectricibus lateralibus quatuor albo marginatis. 

Sandpiper varied with black and grey, beneath wliite, the jugii- 
lum and tail obscure, the four lateral taiLfeathers margined 
with white. 

Summer Plumage. ? — Tringa maritima. GmeU Syst, Nat. 1. 678. 

Lath* Ind. Om* 2. 731. Sabine. Linn. Trans, xii. 534. 
Tringa nigricans. Mont. Linn. Trans. 4. 40. pi. 2. 

Sea Sandpiper. Marhvsick. Linn. Trans. 4. 22. pi. 1. 

Selninger ^ndpiper. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 480. Lath. Gen. S^n. 

5. 173. Lath. Siyn. Sup. 2. .312. 

Purple Sandpiper. IValc. Syn, 2. 155. A/ow^ Orn. Did. 2. and 
Sup. 

Tringa Lincolniensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 734. ? 

Black Sandpiper. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 197..^ Lath. Gen. Syn. 
Sup. 251. t 

Becasseau violet. Temm. man. d*Orn. 2 Edit. ii. 619. 

Young, t — Tringa striata. Linn. Syst. Nat, 1 . 248. Gniel. Syst. 

Nal. 1. 672. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 733. ‘ 

Totinus striatus. Briss. Orn. 5. 196. pi. 18. 

Le Cheralier txyi. Buff. Ois. 7> 516. B^ff. PI. Enl* 827. ' 

Le petit Chevalier aux pieda rouges. Cuv. Reg. Anitn. 1. 494. f 
Striated Sandpiper. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 383. Lath. Gen. Syn. 
5. 176. 

Montagu describes this species in the following 
words. '* Length eight inches and a half : the beak 
is slender, an inch and a quarter long, tapering 
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towards the point, a very little curved, and of a dull 
red colour, except at the apex and sides, which arc 
dusky : irides hazel : the head and neck dusky bhack : 
eyelids whitish : the throat white : back and scapulars 
black, glossed with purple and edged with ash-colour : 
the wing-coverts black, tipped with white : the larger 
ones above the primaries deeply so : quills black, 
slightly edged with white on the exterior webs, except 
those of the secondaries, which are almost wholly 
white ; these, with the white tipped coverts, form a 
slight oblique bar on the wing when extended : the 
shafts white : breast and all beneath white, prettily 
spotted with black, except the middle of the belly 
and vent : the rump, coverts of the tail, and four 
middle tail-feathers black, glossed like the back : the 
other tail-feathers light cinereous ; in all twelve : the 
legs and toes dull red ; claws black and blunt.” 

** This bird was killed at Laugharne on the coast 
of Caermarthenshire in January.” » 

It has also occurred on the coasts of Sussex, Kent, 
and Somersetshire ; and all the specimens were ob- 
tained in the winter season. 

The Selninger Sandpiper of Latham appears to be 
the summer dress of this species, and the Striated 
Sandpiper the young, or perhaps winter plumage. 
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(Totanus grallatoris.) 

To. pedibus longioribus olivaceo-viridibus, corpore/usco-chiereo, 
subtus^ nropyp^Oy tectridbusque caudm superioribm albis. 
Sandpifier with long legs of an olive-green colour^ the body ashy- 
brown^ beneatbj rump and upper tail-feathers white. 

Tringa grallatoris. Mont. Onu Did. Sup. App. 

Wo(h1 Sandpiper. Mont. Orn. Did. 2. Sup. rvilh ffr. 
Lotig-Ieggcd Sandpiper. Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup, App. 


Rsmaukable for the great length of its legs ; and 
is thus fully described by Montagu. Length nine 
inches : beak not quite an inch and a quarter long, 
the base half dusky green, the other black, slender, 
a trifle bending downwards at the point, upper man- 
dible rather the largest, tapering to a blunt point : 
irides dusky. From the beak to the eye a dusky 
streak, above which, on each side, is white passing 
over the eye : the middle of the forehead and crown 
dusky black, streaked with dirty white : coverts of 
the ears dusky : chin and throat white : neck dusky, 
closely and finely streaked with dirty white ; which 
gives it a cinereous hue, fore part lightest : breast, 
belly, sides, vent, and under tail-coverts spotleas 
white : the feathers on the back dusky black, with a 
purplish gloss, marked with a dull yellowish spot on 
each side of the webs near the tip : scapulars the 
same, with several spots on the margins : the coverts 
and tertials of the wings the same, but without the 
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purplish gloss, and the spots inclining more to white 
on the coverts : the smaller coverts on the ridge of 
the wing plain dusky black : primary and secondary 
quills, and first row of greater coverts immediately 
impending them black, slightly tipped with white, 
except three or four of the first feathers : the shaft 
of the first quill is white : upper part of the rump 
black, with a few streaks of white ; lower rump and 
upper tail'Coverts white : those next the tail spotted 
with black : the tail consists of twelve feathers, the 
middlemost rather the largest ; these are barred with 
black and white alternately, a little oblique : on the 
outer webs are eight black bars, on the inner webs 
six ; the next feather has six bars on the outer and 
four on the inner web ; the third has five and three 
bars in the same ihanncr ; the fourth has five and 
one ; the fifth and outer feathers arc only spotted on 
the margin of the outer web, with one spot on the 
inner web of the former ; the latter is plain white on 
the interior web ; the black bars on the middle 
leathers do not exactly correspond : those on the 
inner webs rise higher at the shaft, and often run 
into the superior bar on the outer web : the legs are 
of an olive>green, long and slender, measuring three 
inches from the knee to the end of the middle toe, 
and bare of feathers one inch above the knee.” 

This bird, which was first noticed by that active 
and zealous British naturalist Montagu, and described 
as above mentioned by him, was shot on the coast of 
South Devon in August ; and upon dissection proved 
to be a male. In the second volume of his Orni* 
thological Dictionary, he describes it as the Wood 
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Sandpiper, making, however, some apt remarks as to 
the possibility of future observations proving it to be 
a distinct species from that, chiefly on account of the 
superior length of its legs. In his Appendix to the 
Supplement of the same work, he has established its 
rank as a distinct species, as shown by the above 
quoted synonyms ; and he there mentions the exist- 
ence of two other specimens, one shot in Yorkshire, in 
the month of January (in Mr. Foljamb’s collection), 
and the other at Woolwich in August ISIS : the 
latter difiered but slightly from the first described. 


SOUTHERN SANDPIPER. 


(Totaiius australis.) 


To- corpore scolopacino, cervice nebuIosA, genis collogue albidis, 
laieribus corporis maculis lunatisfuscis* 

Sandpiper with the body nearly resembling that of the Woodcock^ 
tlie top of the neck clouded, the checks and neck whitish, the 
sides of the body lunatcd with brown. 

Scolopax australis. Lath, Ind, Orn^ Sup, Ixr. 

New Holland Snipe. Lath, Syn, Sup, ii. 310. 

From Latham. *' Beak straight, laige at the 
base, the upper mandible dilating a little at the 
point, and twice the length of the head : colour of 
the plumage above brown, mottled somewhat in the 
manner of a Woodcock : sides of the head and the 
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neck dusky-white : back of the neck uiaikcd with 
brown streaks, and clouds of the same : on the sides 
next the wings a few clouded ci'escents : beak and 
legs pale yellow : iridcs blue. Inhabits New South 
Wales.” 


WHITE SANDPIPER. 
(Totaniis caiHtidiis.) 


To. rostro pedibusque auraniiis, corpore (dbicante rcch kibus can- 
didis griseo Jhsciatis. 

Sandpiper with the beak and iegs gold colour, the body whitish, 
the tail-feathers white fasciated with grey. 

Scolopax Candida. Gmel. St/st. Nat. I. 668. Lath, Ind, Ora, 
2 . 722 . 

Totanus caudidus. BrUs. Orn. 5, 207. 

Lc Chevalier blaiic. Buff, OU. 7. 519. 

White Redshank. Edw. pL 139. Lath. Gen. Sqn. 5. 151. 

Length eleven inches : beak nearly two inches 
long, orangc-culoiired, with its tip black : the upper 
part of the head, the neck, back, scapulars, lesser 
wing and upper tail-coverts arc white, varied with 
transverse rufous grey streaks; the greater wing- 
coverts are dirty white : the primaiy quills arc grey, 
the secondaries and tail white, transversely spotted 
with reddish grey:, the fore part of the head, the 
throat, all the under parts of the body, the vent and 
niipp are pure white ; legs orange. Native of Hud- 
son’s Bay. 
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YELLOW-SHANKED SANDPIPER. 

(Totaous fiavipes.) 

To. alhidus nigro maculatus^ alts fuscisy coHo subtus pectoreque albo 
nigroque maculatisy abdomine tectricibusque cauda albis, rectri- 
cibus albis Jasciis Juscis. 

Whitish Sandpiper spotted with black, the wings brown, the neck 
beneath and breast spotted with black and white, the belly and 
tail-coverts white, the tail-feathers white, barred with brown. 
Totanns flavipes. Sabine. Frank. Journ. App. p. 188. 

Scolopax flavipes. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 659. Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2. 723. 

Yellow-shank Snipe. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 378. Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 152. /Fils. Amer. Orn. v. vii. p. 55, pi. Iviii.yi 4. 

Length eleven inches : its beak is black : its head, 
neck behind, back, and greater wing-coverts are dirty 
white, spotted with black} the lesser coverts are 
plain brown : its primaries are dusky : its breast and 
fore paii: of its neck are spotted black and white : its 
belly and tail-coverts are white : its tail is barred with 
brown and white : its legs are yellow. The sumnicr 
dress of this bird is thus described by Sabine : “ Nine 
inches and a half in length ; the beak is straight, and 
about an inch and a quarter long : the upper man- 
dible is grooved and a little arched at its extremity; 
the chin, neck, and breast are dingy white, marked 
with longitudinal stripes of dark ash-colour : the head 
and back of the neck dark-brown, a little spotted with 
white : the whole back, wing-coverts, and scapulars 
brown, spotted with light reddish-brown, the spots 
being ranged along the margins of each feather; 
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the wing feathers are dark brown, the shaft of the 
first primai7 being white : the smaller primaries are 
slightly edged with white, and the secondaries more 
strongly so : the upper tail-coverts are white ; the 
belly, sides, thighs, and abdomen dingy white : the 
under tail-coverts white, slightly barred with brown } 
the tail-feathers brown, barred with narrow bands of 
dingy white ; legs naked one inch and a quarter above 
the knee ; tarsi tw'o inches long ; toes slender, legs 
entirely yellow.” 

Native of North America, where it is abundant, 
particularly in the autumn, when great numbers are 
taken to the markets of Boston, New York, and Phi- 
ladelphia, being in great repute for the table. It 
inhabits the sea-coasts and salt marshes during the 
summer, frequenting the fiats of the shore at low 
water, in search of its food. It has a sharp whistle 
of three or four notes when about to take wing and 
when Hying. 
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, (Totanu^ melanoleucus.) 

To. corpore maculis^ uropygio caud&que /asciis albis nigrisque, 
remigibus primorihus. nigricantibus, pedibus /avis. 

Sandpiper with the body spotted, and the rump and tail banded 
with white and black, the primary quills dusky, the legs yellow. 
Scblopax melanoleuca. GnteL Syst, Nat 1 . 659. Lath, hid, Orn, 
2. 723. 

Tetanus vociferus. Sabine, Frank, Journ, App, 687* 

Stone Snipe. Penn, Arct, ZoqI. 2. 376. Lath. Gen. Syn, 5. 152. 
Tell-tale Godwit. (Scolopax vociferus.) fVils, Amcr, OrM.v.vii. 
p, 57. pi. Iviii.y. 5. 

Similar in appearance, but much larger than the 
Yellow-shanked Sandpiper: its length is fourteen 
inches and a half: beak dark horn colour, and slightly 
bent upwards : space round the eye, chin, and throat, 
pure white, speckled with black : general colour of 
the upper parts of the plumage ashy-brown, thickly 
spotted with black or dull white, each feather being 
banded and spotted on the edge with black : wing 
quills black : some of the primaries, and all of the 
secondaries, with their coverts, spotted round their 
margins with black and white : head and neck above 
streaked with black and white : belly and vent pure 
white : rump white dotted with black : tail also white 
barred with brown : the wings, when closed, reach 
beyond the tail : thighs naked two inches above the 
knee: legs rich orange-yellow: vent sometimes spotted 
with blick* under parta with -brown. Both sexes re- 
semble e^b other. > ’ 
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Inhabits the Labrador coast during the autumn. 
In April it arrives in the United States of America, 
where it remains Till November: it delights in watery 
bogs, marshes, and the muddy regions of creeks and 
inlets ; in these places it breeds, the female laying 
four dingy-white eggs, irregularly marked with black. 
It is a noisy and clamorous species, and its voice is 
heard at a great distance : from this circumstance it 
is much dreaded by sportsmen, as it is continually 
on the watch, and upon the appearance of any 
one it immediately sounds the alarm, and totally 
frustrates his intentions. Its ery is so loud that it 
may be heard when the bird is so high in the atmo* 
sphere as to be out of the reach of vision. 


NODDING SANDPIPER. 

(Tutanus nutans.) 

To, cifiereus^ferrugineovarius, abdomine uropt/giocnwlique alhis, 
coUo subius pectorefemoribm uropqgioque maculu^ caudAJasciis 
nigris. 

Sandpiper varied with cinereous and rust colour, the abdomen^ 
rump, and tail white, the neck beneath, the breast, thighs, and 
rump spotted and the tail barred with black. 

Scolopax nutans. GmeL Nai, 1. 659. Lath. Ind, Orn, 2. 
723. 

Nodding Snipe. Penn, Arct. Zool, 2. 370. Lath, Gen, Syn, 5. 
153. 


The Nodding Sandpiper is thus described by Dr. 
Latham : *' Size of the Common Snipe: beak slender. 
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long, black : crown and upper part of the back dusky, 
streaked with red : checks cinereous, streaked with 
black : neck and breast cinereous, ftiixed with rust*, 
colour, and marked with obscure dusky spots : belly 
white : thighs spotted with black : lesser wing-coverts 
ash-coloured; greater dusky, edged with brown: 
quills dusky ; the secondaries tipped with white : 
lower part of the back white, spotted with black: tail 
barred black and white ; tip reddish ; legs greenish : 
the toes bordered by a narrow plain membrane. Ob- 
served in Chateaux Bay, on the coast of Labrador, 
in September. Are perpetually nodding their heads.” 


ASH-COLOURRD SANDPIPER. 


(Tetanus iiicanus.) 

To. cinereuSj jugulo abdomine medio maciildque ante oculos albisj 
pedibus Jlavo-virescetitibus. 

Ash-coloured Sandpiper^ with the throat, middle of the abdomen, 
and spot before the eyes white, the legs of a greenish yellow. 
Seolopax incana. GnieL Si/st, Nat, 1. 658. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
724. 

Ash-coloured Snipe. Lath. Gen, Syn. 5. 154. 

Described by Latham from a specimen formerly 
in the collection of the late Sir Joseph Banks. “ Its 
length was eleven inches : beak more than an inch 
and a half long, straight, except at the tip, where it 
is a trifle bent; colour black : upper part of the head, 
neck, and body, ash-colour: between the beak and 
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eye a whitish mark ; chin anti fore part of the neck 
white, mottled a little with brown on the throat: 
breast and sides of the body ash-colour; middle of the 
lielly white : legs yellowish-green. Inhabits Eimeo 
and Palmerston Isles,*’ 


sriAUP-TAILED SANDPIPEIt. 

(Totanus iicuininatu!*.) 

To. supra ftiscuSf plimh (/orsalibits Jlrruginco ieclricihus wrisco 
inargiiiadsf stiblus albidus, pectore sublulescattCf reclridbus 
acuminaUs. 

Sandpiper above brown^ with the dorsal feathers ed^ed witli riist- 
colour and the coverts with grcy> bi*iieath whitish^ the breast 
somewhat yellowish, the tail-feathers acuminated. 

Totaiius aciiininatus. //orj/fc/rf. Liu. Trans, xiii. 192. 


Inhabits Java. 
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SLENDER-BEAKED SANDPIPER. 


(Totanus tenuirostris.) 

To. supra pallide Juscus cinereo varitLS, remigibus Juscis, subtus 
albens, guld pectoreque Juscescente maculatis, rostra tenui. 

Sandpiper above pale brown varied with ash-colour, the quills 
brown, beneath whitish, the throat and breast spotted with 
brownish, the beak slender. 

Totanus tenuirostris. Horsfidd. Linn. Trans, tlxu. 192 , 

Inhabits Java. The beak is more slender than 
in the European species of this genus. (Dr. H.) 


DAMASCENE SANDPIPER. 

(Totanus Damascensis.) 

To. supra pallide cinereo^fuscus, subitis albus, remigibus Juscis 
rachidibus primorum albis aliarum fuscescentibus. 

Sandpiper above pale ashy-brown, beneath white, the quills brown 
with the first shafts white, the rest brownish. 

Totanus Damascensis. Horsjidd. Linn. Trans, xiii. 192 . 

Length six inches and a half. Inhabits Java. 
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JAVA SANDPIPER. 

(Totauus Javanicus.) 

To. vostro basi albenie, supra griseo^Juscus scapnlis rcmigibusquc 
saturatioribus, subtus albus, tectricibus inferioribus ultra medium 
albis oblique truncatiSf pedibus subabbreviatis, caudA supra om- 
nino concolore. 

San(Ipii)er witli its beak whitish at the liase^ the body above grey- 
brown^ the scapulars and quills darker, beneath white, the under 
coverts beyond the middle white, obliquely truncated, the legs 
somewhat abbreviated, the tail above of one colour. 

Totauus Javanicus. Horsjield. Linn, Trans, \xiu 193. 

Length ten inches: called Bedaran, orChoweyan, 
by the Javanese. Described as above by Dr. Hors- 
held. 


KLACK SANDPIPER. 

(Tetanus niger.) 

To. corpore toto aterrimo, rostro pedibusque rubria. 

Sandpiper with the entire body nearly blacky the Ixiak and legs 
red. 

Scolopax nigra. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 659. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 
723. 

Black Sandpiper. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 381. Lath. Gen. Syn. 
5. 153. • 

This bird is described as having its plumage of a 
most intense black colour, with its beak and legs red. 
Found in the American islands. 
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B. Digitis subpalmatis. 

B. Toes subpalinated. 

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER. 

(Totanua scmipaloiatus.) 

To. nigro uiaculatus, supra cinereus subtus albus^ reniigibus primo^ 
ribus fasci&, secundariis rectricibusque eMimis toto albis. 

Black spotted Sandpiper^ above asli-colour, beneath white« the 
primary quills with a fascia^ and the secondaries and outer 
tail-feathers entirely white. 

Totanus semipalmatus. Temm. man. d*Orfi. 2 Edit. ii. 63/. 
Scolopax semipalmata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 659. Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 722. 

Semipalmated Snipe. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 380. Lath, Gen. 
Syn. 5. 152. fFUs. Amer, Om. v. vii, 27. pi. Ivi.y! 3. 

Inhabits North America: length fourteen inches : 
its beak is dusky : head and neck streaked black and 
white : breast white, varied with round black spots : 
back and wing-coverts cinereous, sprinkled with arrow- 
shaped black spots: primaries dusky, with a white bar : 
secondaries white : belly and sides also white j the 
latter transversely barred with brown : the middle 
tail-feathers cinereous, barred with black : outer fea- 
thers white : legs dusky : toes semipalmated. Female 
rather larger than the male. 

In the autumn these birds associate in flocks, and 
their plumage becomes pale dun-coloured above, and 
spotted with dark brown, and the tail nearly white. 
They arrive from the north on the shores of the 
middle states in April or May, and from that time to 
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the end of July, they incessantly repeat their loud and 
shrill notes, which resemble in sound the words Pill- 
wiH-willet. They build their nest on the ground ; 
it is constructed of coarse grass : the female lays four 
dark dusky-olive eggs, largely blotched with blackish- 
brown j they are placed nearly upright in the nest, 
during incubation, with the small end downwards. 

Wilson says, the anxiety and affection manifested 
by these birds for their eggs and young are truly in- 
teresting. A person no sooner enters the marshes 
than he is beset by them, flying around and skimming 
over his head, vociferating with great violence their 
common cry, and uttering at times a loud clicking 
note, as he approaches nearer to their nest. As they 
occasionally alight and slowly shut their wings, they 
have a mournful, expressive note. During the time 
of incubation the female often resorts to the sea-shore, 
where, standing up to the belly in water, she washes 
and dresses her plumage ; she is also at other times 
in the habit of wading more in the water than most 
of the group, and, when wounded in the wing, will 
take to the water without hesitation, and swim tole- 
rably well. 

They subsist principally on small mollusca, marine 
vermes, and aquatic insects, in search of which they 
resort to the muddy shores and flats at low water. 


V. XII. P. I. 


11 



PHALAROPUS. PHALAROPE. 


Generic Character. 


Bostnm breve, rectum, la- 
tum, basidepres8um,ver8us 
apicem paul6 inclinatum : 
mandibulae canaliculatce; 
superiore apioe obtusa, in- 
feriore acuta. 

Nares basales, laterales, 
ovales, prominentes, mem- 
brane circumdatae. 

Pedes tetradactyli, medio- 
cres, gnu^; digUi <m- 
teriorea baa membrane 
connexi, unde ad ajucem 
membranis pmnatis in- 
stnicti ; poUex brevis, 
Itevis, apice solo in^tens. 


Beak short, straight, broad, 
its base depressed, towards 
the tip.somewhat inclined ; 
the mandibles gnmved ; 
the upper one obtuse at its 
tip, the lower pointed. 

Nostrils basal, lateral, oval, 
prominent, and surrounded 
by a membrane. 

Legs four-toed, medial, slen- 
der, compressed; the an- 
terior toes connected by 
a membrane at the base, 
and furnished with pin- 
nated membranes from 
them ; the hinder toe short, 
smooth, and resting on its 
tip only. 


PHALAROPUS. Briss., Lath., Cuv., Temm., &c. 
TRINGA. Linn6., Gmel. 


The Phalaropes have a beak in some respects 
resembling that of the Knots, but although more 
depressed than in those birds, it has the same proper- 
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tions and similar grooves ; they have, however, their 
toes garnished with very broad pinnated or denticu- 
lated membranes, similar to those of the Coots. 

They swim admirably, and row about on the sea 
with great vivacity, fearing neither the waves nor 
breakers : they are less active on land : their food 
consists of small insects and marine vermes, which 
they seize while floating on the surface of the ocean. 


GREY PHALAIIOPE. 

(Phalaropus griseus.) 

Ph. supra fuscus, aut griseus, subius rtifus vel albidus^ alls /asciis 
duabus albidis, crisso albo. 

Phalarope above brown, or grey, beneath red or whitish, the wings 
with two whitish bands, the vent white. 

Phalaropus platyrhynchos. Tetntn, man* d*Orn* 459. Sabine, 
Linn, Trans, xii. 536. 

Le Phalarope grise. Cuv, Reg, Anim, 1. 492. 

SuMMEii Plumage. — Tringa hyperborea. Gmel. Syst* Nat* 1. 
676. b. 

Tringa fuligaria. Linn. Syst, Nat. 1. 249. 

Phalaropus rufescens. Briss. Orn. 6. 20. 

Le Phalarope rouge. Ois. 8. 225. 

Red Coot-footed Tringa. Edw. Birds^pl. 142. 

Red Phalarope. (Female.) Lath. Gen. Syn* 5. 271. 

Winter Plumage. — Phalaropus lobatus. Lath. Ind. Om* 2. 
776. 

Tringa lobata. Linn, Syst. Nat* 1. 249. Gmel. Syst. Nai, 1. 
674. 

Phalaropus. Briss. Orn. 6. 12. 

Le Phalarope 5 festons dent^les. Buff* Ois. 8. 226. 
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GREY l>HALAUO]^>E. 


Grey Coot-footed Tringa. Edw, Birds, />/. 308. 

Grey Phalarope. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 412. Penn. Brit. Zool. 

2.2\6. pi. 76. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.272. Leo}. Brit. Birds, 5. 

pi. 194. Wale. Syn. 2. pi. 1 56. Mont. Om. Diet. 2. and Sup. 

App. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 140. fVils. Amer. Orn. ix. 72. 
Varietx in change.— Phalaropus griseua. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 

776. 

Tringa glacialia. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 675. 

Plain Phalarope. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 273. Penn. Arct. Zool. 

2.415. 

Yovno. — T ringa lobata. j3. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 674. 

Length about eight inches and a half: during the 
summer the beak is reddish-yellow at its base, and 
brown towards the tip : its irides arc reddish-yellow : 
the head, nape, back, scapulars, and upper tail-coverts 
are dusky-brown, each feather being deeply edged < 
with orange-red : above each eye is a yellow band : 
the wing-coverts arc dusky tipped with white ; and 
on the wing is a transverse white band : the rump is 
white spotted with black : the fore part of the neck, 
the breast, belly, vent, and inferior tail-coverts are 
red : the legs are dusky green. In the winter the 
top of the head, the occiput, and the nape, are bright 
ash : the sides of the breast, the back, the scapulars, 
and the rump are bright ashy-blue : all the feathers 
arc dusky in the centre ; and the longer ones of the 
scapulars are tipped with white: on the wing is a 
transverse white band: the tail-feathers are brown 
edged with ash-colour : the forehead, the sides of the 
neck, the middle of the breast, and the rest of the 
under parts are pure white: the legs are lead-co- 
loured : the beak is dusky. The young have a dusky 
spot of a horse-shoe shape on the occiput, and a band 
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of the same colour passing through the eyes: the nape, 
hack, scapulars, upper tail-coverts, and tail-feathers 
are brown-ash ; the feathers of the back, scapulars, 
and two middle ones of the tail being deeply bor- 
dered with yellowish : the rump is white, varied with 
brown : the quills are edged with white ; the wing- 
coverts are bordered and tipped with whitish-yellow ; 
and on the wing is a transverse white band : the fore- 
head, throat, sides, and fore part of the neck, the 
breast, and under parts of the body are pure white : 
the legs are yellowish-green : the beak is dusky- 
brown. 

Abundant in the north-eastern parts of Europe, 
on the confines of the Frozen Sea, and in Siberia, 
* and other parts of Northern Asia, particularly about 
the borders of the Caspian Sea, where it is said to 
congregate : it is likewise very numerous in North 
America. In England it is very rare, and is only 
occasionally taken during its migrations, and appears 
to be solitary. Montagu says, “ He onee had an 
opportunity of seeing one swimming in a small pool 
of water left by the tide on the Sussex coast. It 
was continually dipping its beak into the water, as if 
feeding upon some insects, and so intent as to suffer 
hifti to approach within a few yards. It never at- 
tempted to dive, and when disturbed only flew a 
small distance, very like the Purre.” 

It breeds in the arctic regions, and its food consists 
of winged insects, worms, and mollusca. 
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LOBIPES. LOBEFOOT. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum longum, gracilc, 
debile, aeutum, basi sub- 
depressum, versus apicem 
paul5 inclinatum ; mandi- 
bulse sulcatae. 

Nares minutse, basalcs, la- 
teralcB, membranfi circum- 
datse. 

Pedes tetradactyli, gradles ; 
anteriores a ban ad 
medium membranS. con- 
nexi, unde ad apicem 
membranis pnoatis in- 
strucd : poiOex brevis, apioe 
solo insistens. 


Beak long, slender, weak, 
pointed, slightly depressed 
at the base, and a little 
inclined towards its Up; 
the mandibles grooved. 

Nostrils minute, basal, la- 
teral, surrounded by a 
membrane. 

Legs four-toed, slender ; the 
anterior Urn connected 
from the base to the mid- 
dle with a membrane, from 
thence to the tip furnished 
with pinnated webs; the 
lander toe short, resting 
on its tip only. 


LOBIPES. Cur. 

TRINGA. Lmu.,Gmel. 

PHALAROPUS. Briss., Lath., Temm., Sabine. 


These birds may be distinguished from the Pha- 
laropes, which they greatly resemble, by the more 
slender form of their be^ ; which somewhat re- 
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setnbles that of the Sandpipers, and is but little de- 
pressed at the base. 

The feet are in all respects similar to those of the 
Fhalaropes. 


AMERICAN LOBEFOOT. 

(Lobipes Wilsoni.) 

Lo. supra einerea pennis caslaneis variis, subtm alba, tectricibus 
alarum atro-cinereis, gulti albd. 

Lobefoot abore ash*coIour, varied with chcsnut-coloured feathers, 
beneath white, the wing-coverts dark ash-colour, the throat 
white. 

Phalaropus Wilsoni. Sabine, Frank, Voy. App. 6SI1. 

American Phalaropc. Sabine, 1. c. 

Described by Mr. Sabine, in the Appendix to 
Franklin’s Journey to the Shores of the Folar Sea, 
and named by him as above in compliment to the 
distinguished author of American ornithology. The 
following is the notice given : ** The specimen, when 
extended, measures ten inches and a half in length : 
the beak is ten inches and a quarter long, black, 
narrow at the base, and slender, the whole of its 
length having a very slight incurvation : the upper 
mandible is flattened and turned downwards a little 
at its termination, and covers the end of the lower 
mandible : the forehead and top of the head are a 
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AMERICAN LOUEFOOT. 


clear pale ash>colour : from near the junction of the 
mandibles a narrow line on each side of the head 
passes through the eyes to the side of the neck, 
where it widens considerably, and is continued in a 
broad patch to the back ; this mark is at 6rst black, 
but after it has passed the eye about half an inch, it 
gradually becomes a very deep chesnut : the chin and 
sides of the head between the above line are white : 
the neck is dingy white, slightly tinged with chesnut, 
darker near to the edges of the above patch : the 
belly and all the under parts are white : at the back 
of the neck is a white line between the two dark 
markings described above: the back and scapulars 
are dark ash-colour, in which some few chesnut 
feathers are mixed ; these are so disposed as to have 
the appearance of an irregular continuation of the 
dark chesnut patches on the sides of the neck : the 
whole of the wing-feathers and upper coverts are 
dark ash- colour ; the largest coverts and secondaries 
very slightly edged with white : under-coverts of the 
ivings white : the two middle tail-feathers ash-colour ; 
the others the same on their outer web, having the 
inner mottled with ash-colour and white : upper tail- 
coverts ash-colour ; under tail-coverts white : the legs 
are black, naked near an inch above the knee : the 
tarsi are an inch and a quarter long, sharp, with a 
membrane before and at the back: the three fore 
toes lobed, with small curved black claws ; the centre 
to6^ the longest, and united at the base for a short 
distance to the outer ; hind toe three eighths of an 
inch long, and membranous.** 
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To this he adds — “ the specimen has much the 
appearance of being in its breeding dress, and having 
its plumage of that state nearly complete ; the ir- 
regular disposition of the chesnut feathers on the 
back leads to a supposition, however, that some fur- 
ther change waS wanting to make that part per- 
fect.” 


RED LODEFOOT. 

(Lobipes hyperborea.) 

Lo. supra grisca subtus albny iectricihus alarum rufescentibus^ 
guld albd, macula lata. rufd. 

Lobefoot 'above grey, beneath white, the wing-coverts reddish, 
the throat white, with a broad red spot. 

Le LobipMe k hauss-col. Cuv. Beg, Anim, J. 495. 

Phalaropus hyperboreus. Tmm. man. d'Orn. 457. Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 775. Sabine^ Linn, Trans, xii. p. 535, Sabine^ Frank, 
Journ, App, 690. 

Tringa hyperborea. Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1 . 675. Linn. Sysl. Nat. 
1. 249. 

Phalaropus cinereus. Briss. Om. 6. 15. 

Le Phalarope cendre ou Phalarope de Sib^rie. Buff. Ois, 8. 224. 
Buff. PI. Enl. 766. 

Cock Coot-footed Tringa. Edm. Birds^pl. 143. 

Red Phalarope. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 219. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 
270. Lew. Brit. Birds, 5. pi. 193. IValc. Syn. 2. pi. 157. 
Mont. Om. Diet. 2. Supp. and App. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 139. 
Wils. Amer. Orn. ix. 75. 

Red-necked Phalarope. Sower. Brit. Misc. \.pl, 10« 

Pl^daropus Williainsii. Simmonds. linn. Trans. 8. 264. 
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RED LOBEPOUT. 


iMHiiTvmB or YouNO^PhalaropuB fuscus. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 

776* Brits, Om, 6. 18. 

Tringa fiisca. Gmel, Syst. Nat. I. 675. 

Tringa lobata. Brunniek. No. 171 • 

Coot'footed Tringa. Edm. Birds, pi. 46. 

Brown Phalarope. Penn. Arct. Zotd. 2. 414. Lath. Gen. Syn, 
5. 274. 


About seven inches in length : beak black : irides 
brown : the top of the head, the nape, the sides of 
the breast, the space between the beak and the eye, 
and also a small streak behind the eyes, deep ash : 
the sides and fore part of the neck are bright red : 
the throat, the middle of the breast, and all the 
under parts of the body are pure white, with the 
exception of the flanks, which are marked with large 
ash*coloured spots : the back, the scapulars, the wing- 
coverts, and the two middle tail-feathers are deep 
black ; the feathers on the top of the back and the 
scapulars are deeply bordered vnth red, and of the 
wing-coverts tipped with a white margin : on the 
wing is a transverse white band : the lateral tail, 
feathers are ash, edged with a straight white band : 
the legs are ashy-green. The female differs only in 
having a few dashes of red surrounding the eyes, 
in having the red on the breast less extended and 
varied with ashy feathers, and also smaller and 
fewer spots on the flanks. The young have the top 
of the head, the occiput, a spot beHind the eyes, and 
the nape dusky-brown : the back, the scapulars, and 
the two middle tail-feathers are also dusky-brown, 
but all the feathers are deeply edged with clear red : 
the quills and wing-coverts are dudky, edged and 
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tipped with whitish : on the wing is a broad trans- 
verse white band : the forehead, throat, fore part of 
the neck, breast, and the rest of the under parts of 
the body white ; with the sides of the breast and 
the flanks clouded with bright ash, and a slight tinge 
of yellowish on the sides of the neck : the inner part 
of the tarsus is yellow, the outer, and the toes are 
greenish-yellow. 

This inhabits the rocks and shores of the northern 
seas, and is very abundant in the north-western Isles 
of Scotland, among the Orcades and the Hebrides : 
it is also common in Lapland, but rare towards the 
more southern parts of Europe : in England it is 
very scarce; but has been shot in Yorkshire. It 
breeds in the Hebridal Islands in the marshes, and 
lays four eggs of the shape of those of the Snipe, but 
much less, of an olive colobr blotched with dusky. 
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RECURVIROSTRA. AVOSET. 


Generic Character. 


nostrum lon^ssimum, gra- 
cile, debile, depressum, 
valde recurvatum, apice 
flexili acute ; mandibulae 
supra infraque sulcatse. 
'Sares longse, linearcs. 

Pedes graciles, longae, tetra- 
dactyli ; diffiti antici mem> 
bran& fcrc ad apicem con- 
nexi ; pollex brevis, a ter> 
r& elevatus. 


Beads very long, slender, weak, 
depressed, much recurved 
its tip flexible and acute ; 
the mandibles grooved 
above and beneath. 

Nostrils long, linear. 

Legs slender, long, four- 
toed; the anterior toes 
connected nearly to the tip 
by a membrane; the hin- 
der toe short, elevated from 
the ground. 


RECURVIBOSTRA Auctorum. 

n HE birds of this singular genus have the feet pal- 
mated nearly to the tips of the toes, in which respect 
they approach very close to the Natatores, or Swim- 
ming Birds, but the length of the leg renders them 
incapable of using them for that purpose : they are still 
closer allied, however, to the Gualla, with which 
order ^ey agree in having their tai*si elongated, 
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their thighs* naked about one half, their beak long, 
slender, pointed, smooth, and elastic, and their man- 
ner of life similar. Their great peculiarities consist 
of their^beak beipiM^ongly turned upwards, and in 
having th^r "hlndertSi very short. 

They generally frequent brackish water at the 
mouths of large rivers, preferring those places that 
are covered with mud, or are just shallow enough for 
them to wade in : they migrate and live in pairs ; 
their flight is very rapldg a»d their food consists 
principally of insects^ 


COMMON AVOSET. 

( Recur virostra Avosetta.) 

Re. albay pileo fasciisque alarum ^bus 

White Avosct with the top of the licad^ and three fusciffi on the 
wings, black. ^ ^ 

Recurvirostra Avocetta. Linn^iSysU Nkt. 1. 256. Gmel, Sysi, 
Nat, 1. 693. Raii, Syn. 11 7* Sriss. Om, 6. 538. 47. 

Jl 2. Lath, Ind. Ten^* man. d'Om, 380. 

L'AFocette. Buff. Ois. 81^466. ' Biff, PI. Bid, 353. 

Scooping Avooette. Penn. BriU Zool. 2. 228. pi. 9!^^ Penn, 
Arct, Zool, 2, 503. P. Alb, Birds, 1. pi. 101. Lath. Gen, 
Syn. 5. 293. Lath, Syn. Sup, 263. Mont, Orn, Bid. 1. 
Avocetta or Avoset Don, Brit. Birds, pi, 66. Lem, Brit, 
Birds, 6. pi. 202. Wale. Syn. 2. 165. Bern, Brit. Birds, 2, 
158. Leach, Zod. Misc. 2. 114. Ati. Compend, 178. 

A HIGHLY elegant species : about eighteen inches 
in length ; its entire plumage is of a beautiful pure 
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white, with the exception of the top of the head, the 
hinder part of the neck, the greater and lesser sca< 
pulars, the wing-coverts, and the quills, which are 
deep black: its beak is also black: its irides are 
reddish-brown : its l^s are ashy-blue. The young 
previous to moulting resemble the old in the disposi- 
tion of their colours, but the parts that become black 
in them are strongly shaded with brown in these : 
the brown-black on the head does not extend beyond 
the occiput ; that of the scapulars is edged with red, 
and all the feathers of these parts, and tipped with a 
small border of red-ash : the legs are ash-coloured : 
the tarsi are thick and channelled before. After the 
first autumnal moult, and throughout the first year, 
the outer edges of the scapular feathers are tinged 
with reddish. 

Native of the greater portion of Europe, but scarce 
towards the north. Found also in Siberia, and in 
profusion on the borders of the salt lakes of Tartary, 
and of the Caspian Sea. Not uncommon in various 
parts of England, breeding in the fens of Lincoln- 
shire and Cambridgeshire, and on Romney Marsh, 
Kent, in great plenty. They lay two eggs about the 
size of those of a pigeon, white, tinged with green, 
and marked with large black spots : they are said to 
be very tenacious of their young : when the female is 
frightened off her nest, she counterfeits lameness ; 
and when a fiock is disturbed, they fly round in re- 
peated circles, making a shrill noise, resembling the 
word twit twice repeated. In winter they assemble 
in small flocks of six or seven, frequenting the shores, 
particularly at the mouths of lai^ rivers or inlets of 
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the sea, in search of worms and marine insects, which 
they scoop out of the mud or sand, and on which 
they leave a semicircular impression from their beaks. 
Although their feet appear calculated for swimming, 
they do not appear to be used for that purpose, but 
rather for support upon the soft mud, from whence 
they obtain their food. Montagu relates an instance 
of one being wounded in the wing, and floating with 
the tide for a considerable distance, when it was taken 
up alive without its ever attempting to swim. They 
frequently, however, wade about up to the belly in 
water. They are very active and lively in their mo- 
tions, and are perpetually moving about. 


AMERICAN AVOSET. 


( Rccurvirostra Americana.) 

Re. corf ore albo nigroque vario, capite collo pectoreque rujescen^ 
tihus. 

Airoset with the body yaried with black and white, the head, 
neck, and breast reddish. 

Rccurvirostra Americana. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1 . 693. Lath. lud. 
Orn. 2. 787. 

Avosetta. Dampier, Voyage, 3.p. 123../. 3. 

American Avoset. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 241. /?/. 21 , Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 295.pl. 92. Leach, Zool. Misc. 2. WA.pl. 101. 

This is rather larger than the European species, 
but equally elegant in its form : its beak is black : 
the forehead dusky white : the head, neck, and upper 
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part of the breast are of a deep rufous white, palest 
on the throat and fore part of the neck : the lower 
parts of the neck behind are white : the back is black : 
greater and lesser wing-coverts, the outer parts of the 
wing and the quills are black : the middle coverts, 
and some of the secondaries are white, and of the 
latter a few are tinged with ash-colour : the under 
parts of the body from the breast are pure white : 
the legs are dusky. Inhabits North America. 


NEW HOLLAND AVOSET. 


(Recurvirostra Novas Hollandiae.) 


Re. corpore albo nigroque vario, capite colloqtie rufescentibus. 
Avoset with the body varied with black and white^ the head and 
neck reddish. 

Native of New Holland, and greatly resembling 
the former species ; but the red colour of the neck 
does not extend so far down, and the black fasciae on 
the wings are differently disposed. 
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ORIENTAL AVOSET. 


j;Recurvirostra oricntalis.) 

Re. alba^ alls nigris. 

White Avoset with black wioga. 

Recurvirostra orientalis. Cm. Reg. Anim. 1. 496. 

Cuvier describes this species as being entirely 
white, with hlack wings and red legs. It inhabits 
the coasts of the Indian Seas. 


V. xir. p. I. 


12 
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HIMANTOPUS. LONGSHANKS. 


Generic Character. 


RoHtriim gracife, longunl^ 
rotuhdatiini, in medio sub- 
iiiflexum, fcro ImvigatunS/ 
acutiini: niandibula? abasi 
ad medium latcraiim ca- 
nalicukta?. 

Nares elongatas, liiieares. 

Pedes tridactyli; digiti cx- 
teriores basi membrana 
lata coaliti ; tarsi longissi- 
mi; tenues, debiles. 


slider, lung, rounded, 
tonlmvbat indexed in the 
lEtdcidla) smooth, 

|)ointed : the mandibles la- 
terally sulcated from the 
base to the middle. 

Nostrils elongated, linear. 

Legs three-toed; the outer 
toes joined at their base by 
a broad membrane; the 
shanks very long, slender, 
and weak. 


HIMANTOPUS. Ray, Briss., Cuv., Leach, &c. 
CHARADRIUS. Liiin., Ginel, Lath. 

RECURVIROSTBA. Wils. 

Of this highly singular and interesting genus there 
are but two species known, which, in addition to the 
characters above given, may be further distinguished 
by having the wings very long, with the first quill 
exceeding the rest in length : the claws are also very 
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small, and much flattened : the legs are disproportidii- 
ably long, and are extremely thin and slender, and 
so flexible that they will bend considerably without 
fracture : the toes are three in number, and placed 
forwards ; the two outer ones being connected by a 
broad membrane from the base nearly to the middle, 
and the two inner ones by a small basal membrane 
only. Their manners arc so fully detiiilcd in the 
following pages, that any mention of them here is 
unnecessary. 


BLACK-WINGED LUNGSHANKS. 


( Hiinaiitopus melanopterns.) 

Hi. albrn^ occipite nucha dor so alis(fuc nigris* 

White Longshanks with the occiput, nape, back, and wings 
black. 

Himantopus mclanopterus. Horsjield- Linn. Trans, xiii. /;. 
194. 

Himantopus atropterus. Meijer. Temm. man. d*Orn. 338. 
Himantopus. llaii, Syn,p. 106. Briss. Orn. 5. 33./?/. 3../! 1. 
Charadrius himantopus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 255. GmeL Syst. 

Nat. 1. 690. Lath, Ind. Orn, 2. 741. 

Recurvirostra himantopus. — Long-legged Avoset. Wits. Amcr. 
Om, V. vii. 48. pi, Iviii.^ 2. 

L'Echassc. Buf. Ois. 8. 1 14. pi. 8. Buff, PI, Enl, 878. Cnv. 
Reg. Anim. 1. 496. 

Echasse ^ manteau noir. Temm, /. c. Id, 2 Edit. ii. 528. 
Long-legged Plover. Penn. Brit, Zool. 2. 209. Penn. Arct. 
Zool, 2. 405. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 195. Lath. Syn. Sup. 252. 
White, Hist. Selb. f, p. 258. Lav. Brit. Birds^ 3. pi. 182. 
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BLACK-WINGED LONGSHANKS. 


Wale. Syn. 2. jil. 159. Don. Brit. Birds^ S. pi. 55. Mont. 

Orn. Diet. 2. and Supp. Bevo. Brit. Birds, 2. 4. Shato, Mat. 

Misc. pi. 195. Shavi), Zool. Lect. 1. pi. 80. Bitig. Anim. 

Biog. 2. 312. 

Young. — Himantopus mexicanus. Briss. Orn. 5. 36. 

This remarkable bird measures, from the end of 
the beak to that of the tail, thirteen inches, but to 
the end of the claws nearly eighteen : its beak is 
nearly two inches and a half long, slender and black : 
the ifides are red : the forehead, round the eyes, the 
neck, breast, and all the under jrnrts, are pure white, 
shaded on the breast and belly with rose-colour : the 
occiput and nape are black, or dusky spotted with 
white : the back and wings are black, glossed with 
green : the tail is ash-colour ; the legs are deep ver- 
milion. In the old males, the nape (and sometimes 
the occiput) becomes white. The female is smaller : 
the black on the back and wings is not glossed with 
green, but is of a brownish cast. The young have 
the legs orange-colour : the feathers of the back and 
wings brown edged with whitish, those on the top of 
the head, the occiput, and the nape are greyish- 
black, with whitish borders. 

A very general inhabitant of the temperate and 
tropical regions of the globe ; occurring in plenty on 
the borders of the sea, and saline lakes of Asia, but 
less freqiiently on those of Europe and Africa : it is 
also found in America. Several specimens have been 
shot in Britain at various periods. Sibbald mentions 
two being shot in Scotland, Pennant one at Oxford, 
and White, of Sclbourne, procured one (out of a flock 
of six) that was seen on the borders of a large lake, 
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lying between Woolmer forest and the town of Farn- 
ham, in the county of Surry. Another is recorded 
by Shaw to have been shot in Anglesca in the year 
1793. 

Wilson has given some very interesting notices 
in his American Ornithology relative to the manners, 
&c. of this bird, which I shall extract for the benefit 
of such of my readers as do not possess that valuable 
work. “ It arrives,” he says, “ on the sea<coast of 
New Jersey about the 525th of April, in small de- 
tached flocks of twenty or thirty together, 'fhese 
sometimes again subdivide into lesser parties ; but it 
rarely happens that a pair is found solitary, as during 
the breeding season they usually associate in small 
companies. On their first arrival, and indeed during 
the whole of their residence, they inhabit those par- 
ticular parts of the salt marshes, pretty high up 
towards the land, that arc broken itito numerous 
shallow pools, but arc not usually overflowed by the 
tide during the summer. These pools or ponds are 
generally so shallow, that with their long legs these 
birds can easily wade them in every direction ; and as 
they abound with minute shell-fish and multitudes of 
aquatic insects and their larva;, besides the eggs and 
spawn of others deposited in the sofl mud below, 
these birds find here an abundant supply of food, sind 
are almost continually seen wading about iti such 
places, often up to the breast in water. In the 
vicinity of these bald phices, as they are called by the 
country people, and at the distance of forty or fifty 
yards offi among the thick tufts of grass, one of these 
small associations, consisting perhaps of six or eight 
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ULACK-WI\GED LONOSIlANKsJ. 


pair, takes up its residence during the breeding sea- 
son. About the first week in May they begin to con- 
struct their nests, which are at first slightly formed 
of a small quantity of old grass, scarcely sufficient to 
keep the eggs from the wet marsh. As they lay and 
sit, however, either dreading the rise of the tides, 
or for some other purpose, the nest is increased in 
height with dry twigs of a shrub very common in 
the marshes, roots of the salt-grass, sea-weed, and 
various other substances, the whole weighing between 
two and three pounds. This habit of adding mate- 
rials to the nest after the female begins sitting is 
common to almost all other birds that breed in the 
marshes. The eggs are four in number, of a dark- 
yellowish clay colour, thickly marked with large 
blotches of black. These nests arc often placed 
within fifteen or twenty yards of each other ; but the 
greatest harmony seems to prevail among the pro- 
prietors. While the females are sitting, the males 
are either wading through the ponds, or roaming over 
the adjoining marshes ; but should a person make his 
appearance, the whole collect together in the air, 
flying with their long legs extended behind them, 
keeping up' a continual yelping note of cUck-cUck- 
click. Their flight is steady, and not in short 
sudden jerks like that of the Plover. As they fre- 
quently alight upon the bare marsh, they drop their 
wings, stand with their legs half bent, and tremble 
as if unable to sustain the burthen of their bodies : 
in this ridiculous posture they will sometimes stand 
for several minutes, uttering a crying sound, while, 
from the corresponding quiverings of their wings, and 
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long legs, they seem to balance themselves with great 
difficulty. This singular manccuvre is, no doubt, in- 
tended to induce a belief that they may be easily 
caught, and so turn the attention of the person from 
the pursuit of their nests and young to themselves. 
They will occasionally swim for a few feet when they 
chance, in wading, to lose their depth. 

“ The name by which this bird is known on the 
sea-coast. is the Stilt, or Tilt, or Longshanks. They 
are but sparingly dispersed over the marshes, having, 
as has been already observed, their ])urticular favourite 
spots, while, in large intermediate tracts, there are 
few or none to be found. They occasionally visit the 
shore, wading about in tlie water and in tlie mud in 
search of food, which they scoop up very dexterously 
with their delicately-formed bills. On being wounded 
while in the water, they attempt to escape by diving, 
at which they arc by no means expert. In autumn 
their flesh is tender, and well tasted. 'I’hey seldom 
raise more than one brood in the season, and dejiart 
for the south early in September. As tliey are well 
known in Jamaica, it is probable some of them may 
winter in that and other of the West India islands.” 

Dr. Horsfield found this species in the island of 
Java; but he obseiTcs that the Javanese specimens 
differ from those of Europe in having the tint of 
cinereous on the tail much paler. 
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NEW HOLLAND LONGSHANKS. 

(Himantopns Grallarius.) 

Hi. candescent nigro striatus, subtus albus siriis Jitscis, maculA 
auriutn JiiscA. 

Cterulescent Longshanks striated with black, beneath white with 
brown stripes ; a brown s])ot on the ears. 

Charadrius Grallarius. Lath. Ind. Om. Sup. Ixvi. 

High-legged Plover. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 319. 

“ Beak black : the crown, back, and wings bluc- 
grey, marked with black streaks, largest on the back 
and crown : irides yellow : beneath the eyes, on the 
ears, a large patch of brown : the under parts are 
dusky white, streaked on the neck and breast with 
pale brown : inner ridge of the wing ferruginous : 
quills black. It stands very high upon its legs, not 
much less so than the Long-legged Plover (the pre- 
ceding species) ; the colour of them pale blue. In- 
habits New South Wales.” Dr. Latham has given 
the above description of this species, from which 
there can be little doubt that it belongs to the pre- 
sent genus. 
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PHOENICOPTERUS. FLAMINGO. 


Generic Character. 


nostrum grossum, validuni, 
altior qiiani latior, denti- 
culatiim, ad apiccm coni- 
cum ; mandibuhi superiore 
siihito incurvata, ad apicem 
inferioris inclinans. 

Nares longitudinalcs, in me- 
dio rostri sitae. 

CoUum longissiinum. 

Pedes longissimi, tetradac- 
tyli, palmati ; digiti antici 
mcmbrana lunata conncxi; 
pollex parvus, brevis. 


Beak thick, strong, higlier 
than broad, sliglitly t(M)th- 
ed, conic towards the tip; 
the upper mandible sud- 
denly bent down, and in- 
clining towards the tip of 
the inferior one. 

Nostrils longitudinal, placed 
in the middle of the beak. 
Neck very long. 

IjCffS very long, four-toed, 
palmated; the anterior toes 
connected by a lunated 
membrane; the hinder toe 
small and short. 


PHCENICOPTERUS Auctorum. 


Flamingoes inhabit the temperate and tropical 
climates of the globe, usually frequenting the sea- 
coasts : they subsist on various insects, mollusca, and 
the fry of fish : they assemble in flocks during the 
period of incubation : they moult but once during 
the year, but the young do not attain their full plu- 
mage for several years. Notwithstanding the toes 
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RED FLAMINGO. 


are furnished with webs, these birds, from the length 
of their legs, are incapable of swimming : the prin- 
cipal use of tb^e membranes appears to be that of 
supporting the birds on the muddy shores, where 
they reside and obtain their subsistence. 


UKI> FLAMINGO. 

(Phoeaicopterus ruber.) 

Pn. ruber, remigibut nigrit. 

Red Flamingo with the qaUJs black. 

Phoenicopterus ruber, Linn, Sytt. Nat, 1. 2.30. Gmct. S^sl, 
Nat, 1.612. Raii, Syn, 117. 2.-190. 1. Briss, Orn, 6.. '>.37. 
jd, A7’f, 1. Lath. Ind, Orn. ii. 78df 
Le Flammant. Ois. 8. 475, Ruff, Pl> Enl. 63. Cuv. 

Reg. Anim. 1. 50$. 

Le Flammant rouge. Temm. man, (tOm. 378. Id, 2 Edit. ii. 
587. 

Rc^ Flamingo. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. No, 422. Catesbi/, Carol. 
l.p/. 73, 74. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 299. pi. 93. Lath. Syn. 
Sup. 263. WUs. Amer. Om. Wii.;>. 45.pl. Ixyujl 4. 

The body of this very extraordinary bird is scarcely 
larger than that of a Goosey nevertheless, its legs 
and neck are of such disproportionate length, that 
the bird measures from the point of the beak to the 
tip of the claws, no less than sis; feet, and to the tip 
of the taU fouP £pet4nd upurgrthu Its euriously con- 
structed beak is fou^ inches fyi4 a quaiter long, with 
its base and the cere whitish-yellow ; from thence to 
its curvature of a blood-red, and it.<< tip black : its 
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head, neck, wings, tail, and the under parts of the 
body are of a beautiful red, most brilliant on the 
wings : the back and scapulars are of a rosy>red : the 
quills are deep black : the secondary feathers are very 
long, and reach considerably over the quills : the legs 
are deep red. Tlie female is smaller, and the plumage 
is less brilliant in colour. The young, previous to 
moulting, have all the plumage ash-coloured, with 
the secondaries and tail nearly black. After the first 
year they become of a dirty white, with the seconda- 
ries dusky brown, edged with white : the bases of the 
wing-coverts are white tinged with rose colour, and 
tipped with black: the tail-feathers are irregularly 
spotted with dusky brown : the base of the beak is 
livid : at this period their length is about three feet. 
After two years the wings become of a deeper red, 
and the plumage is more tinged with rose colour; 
and in the third year the plumage is fully coloured. 

These birds inhabit the warm climates of Africa, 
Asia, and America, and occasionally migrate into the 
southern parts of Europe, being sometimes met with 
at Marseilles, and in Spain and Italy. Except in 
breeding time they are generally found in flocks, and 
at a distance appear like a regiment of soldiers: their 
food consists principally of small fish and water in- 
sects, which they take by plunging their beak and 
part of their head into the water, and from time to 
time trampling the bottom with their feet, to disturb 
the mud in order to raise up their prey : when feeding 
they are said to twist their neck in such a manner, 
that the upper part of the beak is applied to the 
ground ; during this time they are silent, and one of 
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the number is said to stand sentinel ; and upon the 
appearance of the least danger he gives a loud scream, 
and instantly the whole flock, is on the wing ; and, 
when thus roused, they all join in the noise, and fill 
the air with their screams, which have been compared 
to the sound of a trumpet. 

Their nest is of singular construction : it is formed 
of mud, in the shape of a hillock, with a cavity at the 
top : in this the female generally lays two white eggs, 
of the size of those of a goose, but somewhat larger. 
The hillock is of such a height as to admit of the 
bird’s sitting on it, or rather standing, as her legs 
are placed one on each side at full length. Linnseus 
says that she will sometimes lay her eggs on the 
projecting part of a low rock, provided it be suffi- 
ciently convenient to admit of her legs being placed 
as before mentioned. The young arc not able to fly 
till a long time after they are hatched : but they can 
previously run with amazing swiftness. They are 
sometimes caught at this age, and are easily tamed. 
In a few days they become familiar, and will even eat 
out of the hand ; and they are said to cTrink a large 
quantity of sea-water. But though easily rendered 
domestic, it is difiicult to rear them, as they arc apt 
to decline from the want of their natural food. 

These beautiful birds were much esteemed by the 
Romans, who often used them in their grand sacri- 
fices and sumptuous entertainments. Their flesh is 
•thought tolerably good food; and the tongue was 
looked upon by the ancients as the most delicious of 
all eatables : in fact, the Roman emperors considered 
them as the highest luxury; and we have an account 
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of one of them, who procured fifteen hundred Fla- 
mingoes’ tongues to be served up in a single dish. 


DWARF FLAMINGO. 

(Phoenicopterus parvus.) 

Pi I. rufusy remigibtis rectricibusque nigrisy tectricibus superioribui 
nifo nigroquejasciatis. 

Red Flamingo with the quills and tail-feathers blacky the upper 
coverts fasciatcd with red and black. 

Phwiiicopterus parvus. yieilL Anal, d*une Nouv, Orn» EUm, 
p. 69. 

This species is described by Vieillot in the above- 
quoted work : he says that it is red ; with its supe- 
rior coverts banded with red and black : the quills 
and tail-feathers of the latter colour : the beak and 
legs red. 

Inhabits Africa : probably the young of the last 
described. 


chili FLAMINGO. 

(Phoenicopterus Chilensis.) 

Ph. ruber, remigibus albie. 

Red Flamingo with white quills. 

Phoenicopterus Chilensis. Gmel. S^st. Nat. 1. til 3* l/tlh, Ind, 
Orn. 2. 789. 

Chili Flamingo. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 330. 
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CHILI FLAMINGO. 


This bird, measuring from the point of the beak to 
the tips of the claws, is five feet in length ; and the 
body itself is about one foot t its back and wings are 
of a fine red colour, and the rest of the plumage of a 
beautiful white : the head is very small, and slightly 
crested. It differs from the European species in 
having the quills of a pure white, whereas in that 
bird they are deep black. 

It inhabits Chili, frequenting the fresh waters : 
the inhabitants are said to set a high value upon this 
bird, as it furnishes them with the beautiful feathers 
with which they adoni their helmets and spears; 
their wings they convert into fans. 
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RALLUS. RAIL. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capitc lon^us, sub- 
gracilc, rectum, basi com- 
pressum, ad apicem paulu 
cylindricum ; mandibul^ 
superiorc canaliculatu. 

Nares laterales in sulco aitae, 
membranulS semiclausm. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi; di- 
gitis tribus anticis, uno 
portico. 


Becdc longer than the head, 
rather slender, straight, 
compressed at the base, 
somewhat cylindrical at 
the dp; the upper man- 
dible grooved. 

NostrUs lateral, placed in a 
groove, and half closed by 
a membrane. 

Legs four-toed, cleft, with 
three toes before and one 
behind. 


RALLUS. Linn., Gmel,, Lath., Cuv., Vieil., Ac. 
SCOLOPAX. Gmel. 

PULICA. Gmel., Lath. 

OALLINULA. Gmel., Lath. 

PORPHYRIO. Briss. 


PhE Rails have the body of a very oottipressed 
form, and the wings of a medioend length, and 
rounded, with the first quill shorter than the second, 
third, or fourth, which are the longest. 'Hiey seldom 
fiy, but run or swim with celerity : they are partial 
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WATER RAIL. 


to the vicinity of large ponds or lakes, the borders of 
which are well clothed with plants. They feed on 
insects, snails, and worms, and also upon vegetables 
and seeds. 


WATER RAIL. 


(Rallus aquaticns.) 

Ra. alit grUds futco mactdatis, hypochondrUs aUto maculatis, 
rostro subtus Julvo, pedibus mretcenttbus- 
Rail with grey wings spotted with brown, the flanks spotted with 
white, the beak beneath fiilrous, the legs greenish. 

Rallus aquaticus. Linn. Syst, Nat. 1. 262. Gtnd, Syst. Nat. 1. 
712. BrUs. Om. 5. 151. pi 12./ 2. Raii, Syn. 113. A. 
Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 754. 

Rallus sericeus. Leachf Cat. Brit. Mus. p. 33. 

Scolopax obscura. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 663. 

Le Rale d'eau. Buff. Ois. 8. 154. f»L 13. Buff. PI Enl 749. 

Temtn, man. (fOm. 442. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 683. 

Le Rale d'eau d'Europe. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 500. ^ 

Water RaU, Bilcock, Brook-ouzel. Penn. Brit. Zod. 2. 214. 
Alb. Birds, \.pl. 77. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 227. Lew. Brit. 
Birds, 5. pi. 189. Wok. Syn. 2. pi. 171. Don. Brit. Birds, 
5. pi 104. Mont. Om. Diet. 2. and Sapp. Bern. Brit. Birds, 
2. pi. i\.p. 13. 

THE.Common Rail measures scarcely twelve inches 
in length : its beak is; red shaded with brotra at its 
tip : its irides are orange : the throat is whitish : the 
sides of the head, its neck, breast, and beDy, are of 
an ashyJead colour : all the feathers on the upper 
parts , of the body are reddish-brown, writh a deep 
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black mark in the centre of each : the flanks are deep 
black, transversely rayed with white bars : the under 
tail-coverts are white : the legs are lead-coloured. 
The young of the year have the middle of the belly 
of a brown-red, and are destitute of the white band 
on the sides. 

This bird is not very common in Britain, though 
it is found throughout the country, «nd continues 
with us all the year : it is siud to be very n^mcij^s 
in the northern countries of EuropOi’ migrating 
southward during the severity of winter : it is very 
abundant also in Germany, France, and Holland. 
It is a shy and solitary species, affecting low damp 
situations, overgrown with sedges, reeds, and coarse 
herbage, among which it shelters, 
to flight unless pressed by the dogs, 
on its legs for safety , but when 
easily shot, as it flies in a heavy and awkward manner^ 
with its legs hanging down ; it runs, however, very 
quickly, and frequently flits up its tail. It swims, 
and even dives well occasionally ; but it delights in 
shallow water where it can wade through without 
swimming. Its nest is constructed cf sedges and 
coarse grass, amongst the thickest aquatic plants : 
it lays from six to ten eggs, of a yellowish colour, 
spotted with red-brown. Its principal food consists 
of worms, slugs, and insects. 


and is seldom put 


once flushed it is 
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VIRGINIAN RAIL. 

(Rallus Virginianus.) 

Ra. superne fuscuSi infra fusco^rufe&cens, rectricibus Juscis, su^ 
perciliis gulAque albu. 

Rail above browoj beneath reddish-brown, the tail-feathers brown, 
the eyebrows and throat white. 

Rallus Virginianus. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 263. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 

1. 716. Briss, Orn. 5. 175. 

Rallus aquaticus. /3. Lath, Ind, Om, 2. 755. 

Rallus Pennsylvanicus. Briss. Orn, Supp. 138. 

American Water Rail. Edw. Birds, pi, 279. 

Virginian Rail. Penn. Arct. Zool, 2. 408. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 
228. Wils. Amer. Orn. 7. 109. Ixii.yi 1. 

Given as a variety of the preceding by Latham, 
in his Index, but it is considerably smaller than that 
bird, and differs in many other respects, as shown by 
the following description. It is ten inches in length : 
its beak dusky red : cheeks and line above the eyes 
ash>colour ; lores and near the lower eyelid white : 
irides red: crown and all the upper parts black, 
streaked with brown, the centre of each feather being 
black : wing>coverts hazel-brown, inclining to ches- 
nut: quills plain deep dusky: chin white: throat, 
breast, and belly orange-brown : sides and vent black, 
tipped with white: legs and feet dull red-brown: 
edge of the bend of the wing white. The female 
is somewhat less, and differs in having the breast 
much paler, and more white on the chin and throat. 

Native of North America, where it is migratory : 
it appears in Pennsylvania early in May, and leaves 
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in November: the females begin to lay soon after 
their arrival, constructing their nests of old grass and 
rushes : they deposit from six to ten eggs, of a dirty- 
white or cream-colour, sprinkled with specks of red- 
dish and pale pui*ple, most so at the larger end. 
Their chief food consists of small snails, worms, and 
larvae ; but towards autumn they sometimes devour 
seeds. Like the former bird, they affect the marshy 
and damp parts of the country, especially the borders 
of the fresh water streamlets that flow through the 
salt marshes ; its habits are in other respects very 
similar to those of the preceding species. 


LONG-BILLED RAIL. 

(RalluB longirostris.) 

Rii. corpore supra cinereo fusco maculatOf subtus ferrugimo^albo, 
hypochondriis albo transversim undatis, rostra /errugineo. 

Rail with the body above spotted with cinereous and brown, 
beneath rusty-white, the flanks transversely undulated with 
white, the beak rust-colour. 

Rallus longirostris. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 718. Lath, Ind. Om* 
2. 759. 

Le Rale a long bee de Cayenne. Buff, Ois, 8. 163. Buff, PL 
Enl, 849. 

Long-billed Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn, 5, 237. 

Length nine inches and a half : beak rather long 
and stout, ferruginous, with its tip dusky : the pre- 
vailing colour of the upper parts of the body faint 
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cinereous ; the shafts of each feather being dashed 
with dusky ; the chin is nearly white : the rest of 
the under parts of the body are rusty* white, the sides 
of the body being striated as in the Common Rail : 
legs pale straw*colour. Inhabits Cayenne. 


VARIEGATED RAIL. 

(Rallus variegatus.) 

Ra. nigro alboque maculatim variegatus, remigibus caudaque 
fusds, tectricibus alarum fuscis albo striatis, rostra Jiilvo, pe- 
dibusjlavis. 

Rail variegated and spotted with black and white, the quills and 
tail brown, the wing*corerts brown striped with white, the beak 
fulvous, the legs yellow. 

Rallus variegatus. Gmel. Spst. Nat, 1. 718. Lath. Ind. Om, 
2. 760. 

Le Rale tachetide Cayenne. Bt^.Ois. 8. 165, Buff. PI. Enl, 
775. 

Variegated RaU. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 237. 

Inhabits Cayenne : its length is eleven inches : 
its beak is yellowish : the back part of the head dusky : 
the rest of the head, neck, and body are irregularly 
spotted with black and white, the sides of the latter 
being streaked transversely as in tha Common Rail : 
this wing'Covcrts are brown dashed with white : the 
wings brown : chin white : tail dusky, some of the 
middle feathers edged with white: legs yellow. 
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GULAR HAIL. 

(Rallus gularis.) 

Ra. nigroifiiscusf albo undulatuSi fronte vertice occipite et cemicc 
supra ferrugineist gul& alb&,jugulo pectoreque intense plum- 
beis^ abdomine albo fasciato* 

Black-brown Rail undulated with white, with the forehead, crown^ 
occiput, and cervix above rust-coloured, the throat white, the 
jugulum and breast deep lead-colour, the abdomen barred with 
white. 

Rallus gularis. Hortf. Linn. Trans, xiii. p. 196. 

Inhabits Java : called IVmssan. Length twelve 
inches. 


CAYENNE RAIL. 

(Rallus Cayaneusis.) 

Ra. griseo'jusct^s^ pectore ahdomineque superiors rujis^ dorso 
alisque olivaceis, guld albidd, rostro lutcOf pedibus rubris. 
Grey-brown Rail, with the breast and upper part of the abdomen 
red, the back and wings olivaceous, the throat whitish, the 
beak lutcous, the legs red. 

Fulica Cayanensis. GmcL Syst. Nat, 1. 700. Lath. Ind. Orn. 

2. 767. 

Grande Poule d’eau de Cayenne. Buff. Ois. 8. 182. Buff. PL 
Erd. 352. 

Cayenne Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 252. 

A LARGE species, measuring eighteen inches in 
length : its beak is yellow, with its tip dusky : the 
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VARIABLE RAIL 


chin, sides of the head, and part of the front of the 
neck, greyish-white; the rest of the head and neck, the 
lower belly, thighs, and tail, are dusky grey-brown : 
the breast, upper part of the belly and quills, bright 
reddish-rufous: the back and wing-coverts are dull 
white: the legs are red. The young are wholly 
grey till after the first moult. This bird inhabits 
Guiana and Cayenne, and preys on small fish and 
insects, and is common in the marshy places. 


VARIABLE RAIL. 


(Rallus rarians.) 

Vik.fiuctu nigro alboque maadatus et striaius, corpore subtus su- 
percUiisque cinereis vel griteis. 

Brown Rail spotted and striated with black and white, with the 
body beneath and eyebrows cinereous or griseous. 

Rallus Philippensis. Lath. Ind, Orn, 2. 766. /3. 8. 

Philippine Rail, var. A. B. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 231, 232. jd. 86. 

The first variety of this species is figured and de- 
scribed by Latham as below. ** Length ten inches : 
beak an inch and a quarter, and brown : nostrils in a 
long furrow : the head and sides, taking in the eye 
and nape, ferruginous-chesnut : from the base of the 
beak over the eye passes a pale streak almost to the 
hind head : the upper part of the body brown, but 
each feather marked with a black and white trans- 
verse stripe near the end, giving the appearance of 
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black and white stripes on a brown ground : the hind 
part of the neck appears striated, but on the back 
more like spots, and more white than black : the 
rump is plain : the under parts from the chin, and 
down the middle to the breast, ash-colour ; but the 
neck, on the sides, the breast, and belly, are striated 
with black and white : vent pale ferruginous-hrown : 
the wing-coverts not to be distinguished in markings 
from the back : quills spotted brown and white : the 
tail is very little longer than the wings : the legs are 
flesh-colour : claws brown. Inhabits Otaheite." 

The variety has the head paler, and the streak 
over the eye grey : the hind part of the neck trans- 
versely striated brown and white : the middle of the 
back and scapulars white, with a very little mixture 
of brown on the first ; wing-coverts olive-brown, trans- 
versely blotched with white j second quills white on 
the inner webs, on the outer olive-brown ; the greater 
quills olive-brown, marked with large ferruginous 
spots ; the first wholly white, the second white 
within : tail even with the end of the quills, ba^^ 
olive-brown and white: all the under parts white: 
beak and legs pale yellow-brown. Inhabits Tonga- 
taboo.’* 



PIIlLirriNE HAIL. 


(Rallus Philippehsis.) 

JlA. fuscus snbius griseo fasciatus, siiperciliis albis, collo subtus 
rufc&cente. 

Brown Rail fasciatcd beneath with griscous« the eyebrows white, 
the neck reddish beneath. 

Rallus Philippensis. Linn, S^sL Nat, L 263. GmeL Syst. Nat, 
J. 714. Briss, Orn, !>, 163. pi, 14. y*. 1. Lath. Ind, Om, 
766. 

Le Rale des Philippines. Buff, Ois. 8. 1 60. Buff, PL Enl, 774. 

Philippine Rail. Laih. Gen, Syn, 5. 230. 


Very similar to the Variable Rail, and in length 
eleven inches : beak grey : over each eye is a streak 
of white, reaching to the hind head ; and beneath this, 
passing through the eyes, is a broader one : the upper 
parts of the head, neck, and body are dusky, with 
then edges of the feathers rufous-grey: some of the 
sc^ifalars are spotted with white : the wings are varied 
mth spots of white and chesnut; the greater coverts 
are tba^i^d with the latter colour: die quills are 
brt>wn, the outer edge of the two first marked .with 
white, and towards the shaft with chesnut ; the^^t 
l^itb the last colour only : the throat is dirty .wlnte : 
fcne part of the neck rufous-grey, indistinctly marked 
with transverse brownish bands : the breast, sides, 
aqid. thighs, barred grey and brown : the belly nearly 
whfte, but slightly barred with grey and brown : the 
tail is dusky, edged with rufous-grey ; and the fea- 
thers spotted on the inner web with chesnut, the two 



STKIATKD RAIL. 

middle ones excepted : legs grey. Inhabits the Phi* 
lippine Islands. 


STRIATED RAIL. 

• (Rallus striatus.) 

Ra. nigricans olio undulatus, gtdd albidd, coUo postice caslaneo. 
Dusky Rail undulated with white, with the throat whitish, the 
neck chesnut behind. 

Rallus striatus. lAnn. Syst. Nat. I. 262. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 714. 

^lus Philippensis. y. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 756. 

Rallus Philippensis striatus. Briss. Om. 5. I67.pl. 14.y. 2. 

Le Tiklin ray6. Btif. Ois. 8. 161. 

Philippine Rail, var. C. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 232. 

This is considered by Latham as a variety of the 
Philippine Rail, but it appears to be distinct from 
that qiecies : it is in length only eight inches and a 
quarter : its beak is honi'Coloured : the crown of the 
head is varied with dusky and chesnut : the hind part 
of I the neck is plain chesnut ; its lower part, with the 
bade and scapulars, are dusky brown, sprinkled with 
whitish spots : the rump and tail>coverts are the same, 
but paler : the wing-coverts are transversely streaked 
wkh white: the quills are deep brown, with the outer 
webs barred with rufous-white, and the inner with 
white : the throat is rufous-white : the cheeks, fore 
part of the neck, breast, and upper parts of the belly 
arc ash-colour, tinged with olive : the lower parts of 



BANDED RAIL. 


im 

the belly, sides, and thighs, are barred with dusky and 
white : the tail is dusky brown, barred with white : 
the legs are grey-brown. Inhabits the Philippine 
Islands. 


BANDED RAIL. 

(Rallus torquatus.) 

sublus albo undulatus, lineA infrh oculos albd. 

Brown Rail undulated beneath with white^ with a white line be- 
neath the eyes. 

Rallus torquatus. Linn, Syst, Nat, 1. 262. Gmel, Syst, Nat, 
1. 714. Brus, Om, 5. 170. pi, 15. f, 1, Lath. Ind, Om, 
* 2, 757. 

Le Tiklin d collier. Buffi Ois. 8. 162. 

Banded Rail. Lath, Gen, Syn, 5. 233. 

Length twelve inches : beak grey-brown : from 
the base of the beak a streak of white passes under 
each eye, and finishes some way behind it : cheeks 
and throat dusky black : the upper parts of the 
phimage are brown tinged with olive; the under 
pRrts are transversely streaked with black and white, 
except a chesnut collar at the lower part of the neck ; 
the three first qu^ls are banded with white on their 
inner webs, and the six following with chesnut ; they 
have all pale edges : the tail is brown : the thighs are 
bwrred with brown and white : the legs are grey- 
brown. Native of the Philippine Islands. 



STRIPED RAIL. 


(Rallus quadristrigatus.) 

Ra. supra Juscus gilvo mixtuSf subtus palUdior^ gulA albidi, capiie 
suprd nigricante, utrinque strigis duabus albis. 

Rail above brown mixed with yellowish, beneath paler, with the 
throat whitish, the head above dusky, with two white strigac 
on each side. 

Rallus quadristrigatus. Harold. Linn, TVnn;. xiii. 196. 

Length eight inches and a half. Inhabits Java. 


BROWN RAIL. 

(Balias fuscuB.) 

Ra. Juscus, crisso aUm undulate, pedibus Jlavis. 

Brown Rail with the vent undulated with white, the legs yellow. 
RaUus fnScuB. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 262. Gmtl. Syst. Nat. 1. 713. 
Briss. Om. 5. 173. fl. 15. y. 2. Lath, Ind, Om. 2. 757. 
Horffidd, Linn. Trans, xiii. 196. 

Le Bale hrun des PhUippines. PI. Enl. 773. 

Le Tiklin brun. Buff. Ois. 8 . 161. 

Brown Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 233. 

Length seven inches : beak short and brown : the 
upper parts of the plumage also brown : the under 
parts reddish-brown, palest on the throat : the lower 
part of the belly inclining to grey : the tail is barred 



RED-NECKED RAIL. 


with black and white beneath : the legs are yellow. 
Inhabits the Philippine Islands and Java. 


RED-NECKED RAIL. 

; ’ 

(Rallus ruficollis.) 


Ra. corpore suhtus nigro^ dor so /usdo-viridisf coUo suhtus pec*^ 
toreque rufis. 

RaR ^th the body black beneath^ the back brownish-green, the 
neck beneath and breast red. 

Fulica ruficollis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 700. 

Gallinula ruficollis. Lath. Ind, Orn, 2. 767* 

Black-bellied Oallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 253. 

■ i ; 

Length seventeen inches : base of the beak red', 
tip yelloTtr : the crown of the head is brown : the 
hind part of the neck ashy-brown : the back and 
quills ^eenisfa-brown, the last edged with rufous : 
the chin white : the fore part of the neck and breast 
br^t rufous : the belly, thighs, vent, and rump 
blaidi : the sides of the body and under wing-coverts 
transversely barred with rufous and black : le^ red, 
and rather long; Native place uncertain : supposed 
to be Cayenne. 



CLAPPER RAIL. 


(Rallus crepitans.) 

Ra. olivaceo Jiiscus, guld albd^ collo subtus pccioreque fusco-Jlave^' 
scentibusy hypochondriis cinereo alboque transversim lineatis. 

Olive-brown Rail with the throat white^ the neck beneath and 
breast brownish-yellow^ the flanks transversely lined with grey 
and white. 

Rallus crepitans. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1.713. iMth. Ind. Om. 2. 
756. 

Clapper Rail. Penn. Arct. ZooL 2. 407. Lath. Gen. Syn^ 6 . 229. 
fVils. Atner. Orn. vii. p. 112. pi. Ixii.yi 2. 


Fourteen inches in length : the beak reddish : 
the irides dark red : crown, neck, and back black, 
streaked with dingy brown ^ chin, and line over the 
eye, brownish-white : auricles dusky: neck before and 
entire breast red-orange-brown : wing-coverts dark; 
chesnut : quills plain dusky: legs reddish-brown: 
danks and vent black, tipped or barred with white. 
Both sexes are similar. The young of the first 
have the upper parts of an olive-brown, streaked wUb 
pale' slate : wings pale olive-brown : chin and part of 
the throat white : breast ash-colour, tinged with brown-: 
legs and feet pale honi-colour. 

This species is excessively abundant in the United 
States of North America, frequenting the salt marshes 
and swampy shores : it is migratory, and makes its 
appearance on the coast of New Jersey towards the 
end of April, and retires late in September. About 
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TROGLODYTE RAIL. 


the middle of May, according to Wilson, they gene* 
rally commence laying and building at the same 
time } the first egg being usually dropped in a 
slight cavity, lined with a little dry grass pulled for 
the purpose, which, as the number of the eggs in- 
crease to their usual complement, ten, is gradually 
added to, until it rises to the height of twelve inches 
or more : the eggs are of a pale clay-colour, spotted 
with dark red, and are alleged to be admirable eating. 
The young about the age of three weeks are covered 
with black down, with the exception of a spot of 
white on the auricles, and a streak of the same along 
the side of the breast, belly, and fore part of the 
thigh. Their food consists chiefiy of molluscous ani- 
mals, but they occasionally devour small crabs. 


TROGLODYTE RAIL. 

(Rallus australis.) 

Ra. dnereo^errugineus, alis cmd&que talurale brumieis, pennis 
nigro Jasciatis. 

Asliy-rust-coloured Rail with the wings and tail dark brown, the 
feathers fesciated with black. 

Rallus australis. GmeU Syri. Nat. 1. 717* Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 
756. 

Rallus troglodytes. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 713. 

Troglodyte Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 229. Lath. Syn. Sup. 
265. 


A LARGE species : length seventeen inches: beak 
reddish-brown : irides dirty yellow : the feathers of 
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the crown, neck, back, breast, and belly are brown, 
edged with rufous-grey : the cheeks and throat are 
cinereous : over the eye is a streak of the last colour : 
the wings are very short ; their coverts coloured on 
the back : the quills are brown, marked with trans- 
verse rusty sp6ts on each margin : the bastard wing 
is furnished with a spine half an inch in length, 
hidden amongst the feathers, and straight and pointed : 
vent and sides of the body brown : tail four inches 
long ; brown, edged with rufous-grey : legs reddish- 
brown. Latham mentions a variety with the upper 
parts of a deep chesnut: the feathers dashed with 
black down the shafts : the under parts cinereous, 
varying to chesnut on the breast : quills, lower order 
of coverts, and tail, barred chesnut and black : legs 
stout, brown. 

Native of New 2^aland and the adjacent islands. 
It runs swiftly, and cannot fly, owing to the short- 
ness of its wings : it usually resides near the skirts of 
woods, and occasionally is found on the sea-coasts, 
picking up worms, &c. for food : are very tame : their 
cry is said to be loud before rain. 

This bird scarcely belongs to this genus ; as its 
structure, according to the above description, differs 
from that of the true Kails. 
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SOIIBE HAIL. 

(Ratios carolintn.) 

RA.y}ijm subtus pttllidiore,Jdcies mentum guldque nigris, pec- 
tore plumbeo, rostro Jlavo, pedibue virescentibut. 

Brown Rail beueatli paler, with the face, chin, and throat black, 
the breast lead^»loured, the beak yellow, the legs greenish. 
Ratios carolinus. Linn. Spst. Nat. 1. 263. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 
1. 715. 

Giillinula Carolina. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 771* Sabine. Frank. 
Joum. App. 690. 

Porphyrio freti Hndsonis. Briat. Orn. 5. 541 . 

Le Rale de Virginie. BuJ'. Oh. 8. 165. 

Idttle American Water Hen. Edw. Birds, pi. 144. 

Common Rail. Wils. Amer. Orn. vi. p. 27. pi. xlviii.y) 3. 

Soree Gallinule. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 409. Cates. Carol. I . pi. 
70. Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. 262. 


Lb^ngth not quite ciglit inches : beak yellow : 
irides red : the crown of the head and upper parts 
of the plumage are dull brown, spotted with black : 
the face, round the beak, the chin, and part of the 
neck before, black : the sides of the head, the neck, 
and the bfOast, bluish-ash colour : the belly and sides 
dusky white, the last transversely barred with black : 
the wing-coverts plain dull brown: .the scapulars 
edged with white : the outer edge of the wing also 
nfhite: the quills and tail are brown: legs dusky 
green. 

Inhabits Virginia in great abundance at certain 
seasons. In the autumnal migrations, they appear in 
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the United States in great numbers, and from the 
end of August to the end of September afford easy 
amusement to the sportaman, and a plentiful supply 
to the ^icure : being very fat at that season, they are 
particttlarly esteemed at table.^^ 


CEYLON RAIL. 

(Rallus Zeylanicus.) 

Rk.Jerrugineiis subtus pallide ruber Jltsco nebtdosus^capite nigri^> 
cante, rostra pedibusque rubris* 

Ferruginous Rail beneath pale*red| clouded with brown, the head 
dusky, tlie beak and feet red. 

Rallus Zeylanicus. GtneL Syst* NaU I. 716. Lath. Ind, Om. 
2. 758. 

*Ceylon Rail. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 235. 

Larger than the Common Kail : beak red : head 
dusky : the neck, back, and tail ferruginous ; the last 
rather long : wing-coverts the same as the back : the 
primary Quills black ; the fore part of the neck, the 
breast, and belly rdttdish, clouded with brown : legs 
red. Inhabits Ceylon. 


V. XII. P. I. 


14 
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SANDWICH RAIL. 

(Rallus Sandnoensis.) 

• • 

Ra. pallidejerrugtneus, supra tnaeulis obsatris, rostra pedibusque 
dnereis. * • 

Pale ferruginous Rail teneath with obscure spots, the beak and 
legs aah'coloured. 

Rallus Sandwichensis, Gmd, Spst, Nat. 1. 71 7. Lath.Ind.Orn. 
2. 759. 

l^dwich Rail. Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. 236. 

The Si^iflwich Rail is small : its beak is dusky 
ash-colour : the prevailing colour of the plumage is 
pale ferruginous: the feathers on the upper parts 
darkest in the middle : tail short, hid by the upper 
coverts : legs dusky desh-colour. Inhabits the Sand- 
wich Islands. 


BLACK RAIL. 

(Rallus niger.) « 

Ra. cor pore toto Jusco^nigricante, rodrojlavo, pedibus ruhris. 
Rail with .the entire bo^y of a dusky brown> the beak yellow, the 
legs red. 

Rallus niger. GiheL SysU Ndt, 1. 717. Lath. Indo Om, 2. 759. 
Black Rail. Lath. Getf. Syn. 5. 236. 

Length nine inches: beak yellow at the base^ 
brown at the tip : the prevailing colour of the plumage 
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is dusky black> deepest on the head : the legs dusky 
brown or reddish. Inhabits the Cape of Good* 
Hope. ^ • 


BLUE-NECKED RAIL. 


(Rallus casrulescens.) 


RjL.Jusco'ruber, cor fore subtus Mo, coUo antice pectoreque piU- 
lide ctertdeis, hypochondriis nigra tdboque transvertim lineatit. 
Brown-red Bail with the body beneath white^ the neck in front 
and breast pale blue, the flanks transrerscly striped with black 
and white. 

Rallus cKrulesocns. Otnel. Syst. Nat, 1. 716. Lath, Ind, Orn. 
2. 758. 

Blue-necked Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 234. 

Not quite eight inches in length ; beak red ; the 
upper ridge and tip dusky : all the upper parts of the 
headj neck, and body reddish-brown : the chin, fore 
part of the neck, and breast pale blue ; from thence 
to the vent white, transversely streaked on the sides 
with black : vent white : legs red. Inhabits the Cape 
of Good Hope. 





DUSKY RAIL.* 

(RalluB obscuras.) 

..... . ‘ 
JLa. Jiiscoi/errugineus striu nigris sttbtus Jerrugineo^useesceTU, 

pediims rubro-fuscis. 

Rusty brown Rail with black strin. beneath ferruginous-brown, 
the legs red-brown. 

Rallus obscurus. Gmel. SytU Nat. I. 718. Lath. Ind. Orn. 
S. 759. 

Dusky Rail. Lath. Gen. Si/n. 5. 237. 

Length six inches i beak du^y black : edges of 
the mandibles yellowish : all the upper parts of the 
plumage deep brown, tinged with ferruginous, and 
streaked with black : under parts ferruginous-brown : 
legs red brown. Inhabits the Sandwich Islands. 


TABUAN RAIL. 

(Rallus tabuensis.) 

♦ 

Ra. corpora iota nigro subtus pallidiorep palpebris iridibusque 
rubris. , 

Rail with the entire blacky paler beneath^ the eyelids and 
irides red. 

Rallus tabuensis. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 717. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
759. 

Tabuan Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 235. 



RED-BREASTED RAIL. 


SIS 

A SMALL species, only six inches and a half in 
length : heak black : eyelids and irides red : prevail- 
ing colour of the plumage above brownish-black; 
beneath dusky: le^ reddish-brown. It varies in 
having the plumage more inclined to brown: the 
vent white, transversely barred with black lines : legs 
red. In^bits Tongataboo, Otaheite, Tanna, and 
other islands in the great Pacific Ocean. > 


RED-BREASTED RAIL. 

(Rallu8 ferruginous.) 

Ra. nigricans suhtus cinereus, collo pcctorcqueferrugineis^ hypo^ 
chondriis albo transversim lineatis, superciliis pallidis, 

Duskjr Rail ashy beneath, with the neck and breast ferruginous, 
the flanks transversely stri|icd with white, the eyebrows pale. 
Rallus ferrusineus. G7nel, Syst. Nat. 1. 716. Lath. Ind, Orn. 
2. 758. 

Red-breasted* Rail. Lath, Gen. S^n. 5. 234. 

This is in length nine inches : its beak is pale : 
the prevailing colour of its plumage on the upper 
parts of the body is dusky : over the eye is a white 
line : the hind parts and sides of the neck and the 
breast are ferruginous : the under parts of the body 
are ash-colour : the sides barred with narrow white 
lines : the legs yellow. Native place unknown. 



S14 


OTAHEIT£ RAH.. 

(Rallus Tahitlensu.) 

I 

Ra. dnereus, corpore supra rubro^fuscOf gM remigiBusgue latere 
exteriore alSis, caudd nigrd* 

Cinereous Rail with the body above red-brown^ the neck and 
external quills white at the side^ the tail black. 

Rallus Tahitiensis. GmeL S^st. NaL 1. 717- Lath. Ind, Orn. 
2. 759. 

Otaheite Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 236. * 

Length six inches : beak black : the head, neck, 
and all the under parts of the body dark ash-colour, 
palest on the chin : the upper parts and wing-coverts 
are deep red-brown : the quills are dusky edged with 
white: the edges of the wing and the first »quili 
white : tail rounded and black : legs dusky yellow : 
claws black. Inhabits Otaheite and the Friendly 
Islands. * 


BARBARY RAIL. 

(Rallus Barbaricus.) 

Ra. JiucHSf alls albo maculatis, uropygio albo nigroque vario, 
crisso albo. 

Brown Rail with the wings spotted with white> the runup varied 
with black and white, the vent white. 
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Rallus Barbaricus. Gmel. Stfsl. Nat, !• 719. Lath. Ind. Om. 
2. 760. 

Barbary Rail.' Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 240. 

Less than a Plover : beak black : belly and breast 
dark brown, or ferruginous: back the same, but 
darker : wings spotted with white : rump variegated 
above with black and white streaks, beneath white : 
legs daric brown. Inhabits Barbary. 


PACIFIC HAIL. 

(RalluB Pacificus.) 

Ra. niger albo punctatus, alis Jasciatis, corpore sublus albidot 
capite /uscof pectore cinereo^ctsrulescente* 

BIa€k Rail dotted with whitc^ the wings hisciated^ the body be- 
neath whitish^ the head brown, the breast ashy-bluc. 

Rallus Pacificus. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 717. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
758. 

Pacific Rail. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 235. 

SrzE of the Common Rail : beak blood-red, with 
a pale brown tip : iridcs red : over the eyes a whitish 
streak: head brown: nape ferruginous: back and 
rump black, sparingly sprinkled with small white 
spots : wings short, deep black, variegated with in- 
terrupted white fasciae : quills brown : throat white : 
breast, bluish-ash colour: belly, sides, and vent whitish: 
tail very short, black, spotted with white : legs flesh- 
colour : claws pale. Inhabits Otaheite and the ad- 
jacent islands. 
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CAFE RAIL. 

* (Rallus Capen^) 

JLk.Jerrugineus subtut tUbo nigroque fasdatus. 

Ferruginous Bail fiisciated beneath with black and white. 

Ballus Capensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 716. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
768. 

Cape Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 234. 

Beak black: head, neck, back, and upper parts of 
the breast ferruginous : the lower pajl: of the breast, 
the belly, thighs, vent, quills, and tail undulated 
with black and white: the two middle tail-feathers 
are ferruginous : the legs are deep blood-red. In-’ 
habits the Cape of Good Hope. It is the size of the 
Common Crake. 
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ORTYGOMETRA. CRAKE. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite brevier, basi 
crassum, ad apicem atte- 
nuatum et compressum, 
acutum : mandibul^ supe* 
riore paulo incurvat^, et 
ad apicem subtumidd. 

*Ndres ovales, latcrales, in 
medio rostri »tse, membra- 
nuld semiclausae. 

Pedes validi, tetradactyli ; 
fissi, diffitis tribus anticis : 
poUea! basi in terram in- 
sistente : dbise fere plumis 
tectse. 


Becde shorter than the head, 
thick at its base, attenu- 
ated and compressed at 
the tip, acute; the upper 
mandible rather incurved, 
and swollen towards the 
tip. 

Nostrils oval, lateral, placed 
in the middle of the beak, 
and half closed by a mem- 
brane. 

Legs strong, four-toed, cleft, 
with three toes before : the 
base of the htTukr toe rest- 
ing on the ground: the 
tibia nearly clothed with 
feathers. 


ORTYGOMETRA. Ray, Briss. 
RALLUS. Linn., Gmcl., Lath., Briss. 
PORPHYRIO. Briss. 

GALLINULA. Ray, Lath., Teinm. 
FULICA. Linn., Gmel. 


The chief distinction between the Rails and the 
Crakes consists in the comparative length of the beak. 
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CORN CRAKE. 

that part being in the former genus larger than the 
head, and in the latter shorter. From the Cfakers 
they differ in their more robust form of body as well 
as their shorter wings and legs, which afford good 
characters of discrimination. Their manners are 
somewhat similar, and their food consists of insects 
and vegetables. 


CORN CRAKE. 


, (Ortygometra Crex.) 

On. grisea pennis medio nigricantihus^ alis rufo-JetTUgiucis, cur- 
pore subtus albo-riifescente; 

Grey Crake with the middle of the feathers dusky^ the wings of a 
red-rust colour, the body beneath reddish-white, 

Rallus Crex. Linn, S^st. Nat. 1, 261. Gmel, Si/st. Nat. 1. 71 1. 
Gallinula Crex. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 766. 

Ortygometra. Raii, Si/n. 58. Briss. Orn. 5. 159. 
Porphjrrio rufescens. Briss. Orfi, 5. 533. 

Rale de Genet, ou Roi de Cailles. Buffi Ois. 6. 146. p/. 12. 
Bffff. PI. Enl. 750. 

Poule -deau de Genet. Temm. man. d'Orn. 444. Id, 2 Edit. ii. 

686 . 

Land Hen. Wili 3\6. 

Daker Hen, or ^il. AW. Birds^ 1 . pi, 32. 

Crake Gallijnule. Pe?in. Arct. Zool. 2. 412. Penn. Brit, Zoo/. 
2. 216. pi. 75. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 250. fValc. Syn. 2. pi. 
170. Lew. Bril. Birds, 5. pi. 190. Don. Brit. Birds, 5. 
pi. 116. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. Bew, Brit.. Birds, 1. 311. 

Between nine and ten inches in length : its beMc 
is light brown: irides hazel: a streid: of pale aA- 
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colour extends over each eye from the beak to the 
side of the neck : aH the feathers on the upper parts 
of the plunfRge are of a dark brown, edged with pale 
ferruginous: the wing-coverts and quills arc deep 
chesnut : the fore parts of the neck and breast are 
pale cinereous the belly is yellowish-white : the sides, 
thighs, and vent are faintly marked with rusty-co- 
loured streaks : the legs are pale flesh-colour. 

This species affects woody places, and high herbage 
or corn-fields in the vicinity of water, or in marshy 
places, where it breeds, making a nest of a few dry 
plants carelessly put together, and lays ten or twelve 
eggs of a dull white, marked with rust-coloured spots. 
It is much sought after for the delicacy of its flesh ; 
but it is a difiScult bird to spring, hiding itself amongst 
the thickest part of the herbage, and running so 
nimbly through it that it is difficult to come near : 
it seldom springs but when driven to extremity, and 
generally flies low, with its legs hanging down. It is 
a migrative species, appearing in England about the 
end of April and departing in October : on its first 
appearance the male is frequently heard to utter its 
singular cry, which resembles the words Crek-crek- 
crekt rapidly repeated, and has been compared to the 
noise made by drawing a finger along the teeth of a 
comb. At this time the bird is extremely lean, 
scarcely weighing six ounces; but before its departure 
it becomes excessively fat, uid exceeds eight ounces 
in weight. Its food is chiefly worms, snails, and in- 
sects, and occasionally seeds jmd various vegetables. 

It is found in.most parts of Europe, but is more 
plentiful in some years than in dtheni. 



CAYENNE CRAKE. 


(Ortygometra CayanenBis.) 

On. olivaceo-fuscuSin^ertice iubtusque rufiis^genis nigricantibus, 
remigibus nigris. 

Olive-brown Crakej with the crown and under parts red, the 
cheeks dusky, the quills black. 

Rallus Cayanensis. Chnel, Sy&U Nat, 1. 718. Lath, Ind, Orn. 

2 . 760 . 

Le Kiolo. Buff[ Ois, 8. 164. 

Le Rale de Cayenne. Bttff'. PI, EnL 368. 

Cayenne Rail. Lath, Gen, Syn, 5. 238. 

Rale a ventre roux de Cayenne. Buff, PI, EnL 753. var. 

Length seven or eight inches : beak brown : the 
crown of the head rufous, as are all the under parts 
but the vent, which is* pale : all the upper parts of 
the plumage and the thighs olive-brown : the quills 
are black : from the nape a broad dusky black band 
passes through and beneath the eyes : the legs are 
reddish-brown. One commemorated by BufFon (Enl. 
753.) was rather smaller : the upper parts of its plu- 
mage of a deeper brown : its crown chesnut : the 
chin and vent rufous-white : and the broad streak 
through the eye blue-grey: the under parts deep 
rufous, passing on to the vent and the thighs, but 
the insides and lower parts of the last are dusky. It 
is probably the opposite sex to the first described. 

Commoh in ^yenne and Guiana, in the latter 
country particularly, frequenting the thick bushes and 
shrubs, amongst which it builds its nest : its cry is 
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sharp, and is said to resemble the word kiolot from 
whence its name is derived. 


JAMAICA CRAKE. 

(Ortygometra Jamaicensis.) 

Or. J itsco-rufescens taniis nigricantibus, coUo suhtus pectoreque 
carulescente, enpite nigro, ahdomine femoribus hi/pochon- 
driisque fusco alboque undatis. 

Reddish-brown Crake streaked with dusky, the neck beneath and 
breast cscrulescent, the head black, the abdomen, thighs, and 
sides waved with wliite and black. 

Rallus Jamaicensis. Brhs. Orn. Sup. 140. GtneL S^qst, Nat» 1. 

718. Lath, Ind, Orn, 2. 761. 

Le Rale BidUbidi. . Buff, Ois, 8. 166. 

Least Water Hen. Edw. Birds, pi, 278- 
Jamaica Rail. Lath, Gen, Syn. 5. 239. 

Called in Jamaica, according to Suffon: 

it is a small species : its length is six inches : its beak 
is black, with its base reddish : the head and throat 
are black : the upper parts of the head, neck, and 
back are rufous-brown, streaked yrith dusky-black : the 
wing-coverts are brown, with white spots : the quills 
are rufous-browh, with black bars ; the secondaries 
with white spots : the fore part of the neck and the 
breast are bluish-ash colour: the belly, sides, and 
thighs are barred with white and brown : the tail is 
as’^the greater quills, varied with a few white spots : 
legs brown. 
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. RED'TAILED CRAKE. 

(Ortygometra phaenicura.) 

Or . Jironte incamato, corpore nigro, vertiee subtus genisque alias, 
crisso cauddque Jerrugineo-rubris. 

Crake with the forehead flesh-coloured, body black, the crown, 
under parts and cheeks white, the rent and tail rusty-red. 
Rallus phsnicurus. Gtnel. Spst. Nat. 1. 715. 

Gallinida phaenicura. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 770. 

Red-tailed Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 259. 


Length nine inches : beak yellowish-green, with 
its base reddish : bare part of the forehead flesh-co- 
loured j the rest of the forehead, round the eyes, and 
under parts of the plumage white : the upper parts 
of the plumage black : quills the same, marked with 
large bluish spots : the vent and tail rusty-red : the 
legs dirty-green, tinged with red: toes long. In- 
habite the Island of Ceylon } where it is common, 
and is called Kalu-kerenaka. 


YELLOW-BREASTED CRAKE. 

(Ortygometra norebmacensis.) 

OiC.Jutca, scapular^s margine^fiavescentibus, pectorejiavo, ab- 
domine alio. 

Brown Crake with the margins of the scapulars yellowish, the 
breast yellow, the abdomen white. 
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Fulica noveboracensis. Gmd* S^t. Nat. 1. 701. 

Galliuula noveboracensis. Lath. Ind. Orn.'l,J7\. . 

Yellow-breasted GuIIinule. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 410. Lath. 
Gen. Syn. &. 262. 

Said' to be smaller than a Quail : the crown of 
the head and hind part of the neck dark olive'brown, 
spotted with white : the back plain brown the sca- 
pulars edged with yellowish-white : the breast dirty 
yellow : legs brown. Inhabits New York. • 


SPOTTED CRAKE. 

(Ortygometra Porzana.) 

Or. Jiuco-olivacea nigra alboque variegata, subtut cinerea albido 
varia, rectricibus duabus intermediis Mo-marginatit. 
Olive-brown Crake varied with black and white, beneath grey 
• varied with white, with the two middle tail-feathers edged with 
white. 

Rallus Porzana. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 262. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 
712. 

Gallinula Porzana. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 772. 

Rallus aquaticus minor, sive Maruetta. Briss. Om, 5. 155. 
p/. 13./ 1. 

Gidlinula ochra Geeneri. RaH, Syn. 115. 

Petit Rale d'eau, ou le Marooette. Oit. 8. 157. B^f. PI, 
BnL7Sl. Temm. man. (fOm. 446. Id. 2 Edit, ii, 688. 
Spotted Gallinule. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 215. Penn. Arct. Zool. 
Sup, 69. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 264. fPialc. Syn. 2. pi. 172. 
Leto. Brit. Birds, 5. 1 92. Don. Brit.JSirdi, 5. pi. 122. Mont. 
Om. Diet, 1. and Supp, 

Water Crake. Bern, Brit, Birds, 2. fi. 10. 



SPOTTED CRAKE. 




Length about nine inches : beak yellowish-green, 
with its base red : its forehead, eyebrows, and throat 
are leaden-grey : the sides of its head are grey, marked 
with black : the upper parts of the body are olive- 
brown, mth each feather black in the centre, and 
varied with delicate spots and streaks of pure white : 
the breast and the under parts of the body are olive, 
shaded with ash-colour, and spotted with white ; the 
spots oh the breast being rounded, and on the sides 
disposed in transverse bands : the middle tail-feathers 
are edged with white : the under tail-coverts are pure 
white : the legs are yellowish-green : the irides brown. 
The adult female has the ashy colour on her throat 
and neck less extended : the sides of the head are 
spotted with brown, and the base of her beak is not 
so red. In the autumn both sexes have the beak of 
an olive-green with a brown point. The young, pre- 
vious to moulting, have the throat of aq ashy-white, 
sprinkled with white spots} or whitish with small 
brown streaks : and on the under parts of the plumage^ 
the white spots are more numerous than in the adults : 
the under tail-coverts are bright red. 

This inhabits the borders of the rivers, lakes, and 
ponds, .where reeds, rushes, and other elevated aquatic 
plants abound : its nest is curiously constructed of 
rushes, and other light buoyant materials, woven and 
matted, together, so as to float on the surface of the 
water like a boat; and to prevent its being. swept 
away by floods, it is fastened to the pendent stalk of 
one of the reeds, by. rihich it is also skreened from 
the sight. The female lays seven or eight white eggs ; 
and the young, which at first are dusky black, take 
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to the water as soon as hatched* In its habits this 
species exhibits great circumspection ; it is wild and 
sditary, concealing itself, and skulking under any 
cover, and very difficult to rouse. It is scarce in 
Great Britain, and is a migrative species, appearing 
with us in April and disappearing in October: it is 
also found in France and Italy in the spring, but 
sparingly, and in other parts of Europe, the south 
of Russia, and in Siberia. Its food consists of in* 
sects and small slugs; and in defect of these, aquatic 
vegetables, and their seeds. 


LITTLE CRAKE. 


(Ortygometra minuta.) 

Or, Jusca subtas ru/escens, dorso alisque macuUt striitque pallidit, 
iuperciliis fasdisque hypochondriorum caudaqite albis. 

Brown Crake reddish beneath, with the back and wings with pale 
spots and strie, the eyebrows and fiiscisR on the flanks and 
tail white. 

Ralius minutus. Gmel. Syst. Nat, I. 719. Lath, Ind, Om, 2, 
761. 

Le petit Bale de Cayenne. Buff, Oh. 8. 167. Buff. PL Enl, 
847. 

Little Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 239. 

A VERY small species, measuring only five inches 
in lenglli : its beak is brown L^over the eye is a white 
streak : the upper parts of the body are brown ; the 
back and scapulars darkest, and streaked with white : 
v. XII. p. I. 15 
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the wing>coverts are black, spotted with white : the 
quills are brown : the sides of the body are waved 
black and white : the under parts of the body are 
pale dusky-yellow : the chin and throat nearly white, 
and the belly inclining to ash-colour : the tail is barred 
with black and white : the legs are pale yellow. In- 
habits Cayenne. * 


OLIVACEOUS CRAKE. 

(Ortygometra olivacea.) 

Or. corpore supra fusco-nigrkanteipennis marginefusco-olivaceis, 
suhtus fusco^dnereOi remigibus nigricantibus margine extmore 
olivaceo* 

Crake with the body above dusky brown^ with the margins of the 
feathers olive-brown, beneath ashy-brown > the quills dusky, 
their outer margins olivaceous. 

Olivaceous Gallinule. MonU Orn* Diet, Supp, App. 

Gallinula Foljambii. Mont, Orn. Diet. Supp. App> mth a figure. 

This apparently new species is thus described by 
Montagu: ** Length seven inches and a half: breadth 
ten inches and a half : the beak is nearly three quar- 
ters of an inch long, of a greenish-yellow colour, the 
base red : irides and orbits bright red, inclining to 
orange : cheeks and forehead dusky cinereous : sides 
of die neck and throat pale cinereous : breast, belly, 
and thighs plain dark cinereous, or slate colour, like 
the Water Rul, without spots or markings of any 
kind : die back of the head deep oliveJirown : hind 
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neck lighter, being of a yellowish-olive : the feathers 
of the back have a mixture of olive-brown and dusky 
black, the margins being mostly of the former colour, 
with paler edges : scapulars dusky black, with broad 
olive margins : coverts of the wings olive-brown : 
quills dusky, the outer webs edged with olive : rump 
and upper coverts of the tail very dark olive-brown, 
with a mixture of dusky black : the feathers of the 
tail are of a deep dusky brown, the shafts paler, and 
the lateral ones margined with olive-yellow : vent and 
under cpverts of the tail dusky cinereous, some of the 
feathers deeply margined with sullied white : sides 
behind the thighs olive, slightly margined on the 
last : the legs, toes, and knees olive.** 

Tlie above description was given by Montagu in the 
Appendix to the Supplement of his Ornithological 
Dictionary, from a specimen rescued from oblivion 
by Mr. Foljambe, who picked it up in a poulterer’s 
shop early in the month of May, 1812 , together with 
some other valuable birds, which had recently been 
received from the fens in Norfolk. He also mentions 
that another specimen was obtained by Mr. Plastead 
of Chelsea, that was shot on the banks of the Thames 
hear that place, and at the same time. The two spe- 
cimens resembled each other in every respect. 
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(Ortygometra Baillonii.) 

0», rufo-oUvacea, subtus candeicens, dorso aUsque albo macu- 
laiit} hypochondrUs abdominetectridbtuque cauda inferioribus 
Mo nigroque transversim Jiudatu. 

Olive-red Crake, beneath bluish, with the back and wings spotted 
with white ; the flanks, abdomen, and under tail»corcrts trans* 
Tersely, striped with black and white. 

Poide d'eau Baillon. (Gallinula Baillonii.) Temm. man. itOm. 
2 Edit. ii. 692. 

Lenqth near seven inches : the beak is deep green : 

the throat, eyebrows, sides of the neck, 
bdly, are bluish-grey, shaded on the sides 
(^^l^biody with olivaceous, and thickly spotted with 
: thd^hj^r parts are olive-red, varied on the 
t^^ tl$ ^th black stripes : on the back and 
oit ,w wing*coverts are numerous white spots of 

vap^^P|tt8y,a^ which are surrounded with deep 
bladk abdomen, mid under tail-coverts are 

tronavelriii^^ i^ with broad bands of deep black 
of pure white: the legs are flesh- 
co^ff^ l^-lbmide merely differs from the male in 
harimii llie less brilliant and the spots paler. 

The ytmiig b^ibble the old in the colour of the 
up^ the throat and the middle; of the 

' belly a|i|j|y^l waved wi^ grey and olivaceous zigzag 
lines : are olivaceovrSk Aaded with numerous 

pure wwiljr|ipots : the beak is browUirii»^gii|i^^ 
Thia^^ies greatly resembles the LHtle Crakcr, 
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and its habits arc somewhat similar : it frequents the 
marshy lakes, and is greatly expanded over the eastern 
parts of Europe; but more abundant towards the 
south, in the vicinity of Genoa : it is found in several 
provinces of France, and throughout Italy. Its nest 
is always placed near the water ; and the female lays 
seven or eight eggs of an olive-brown. Its food re- 
sembles that of the foregoing bird. 
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ZAPORNIA. CRAKER. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum gradle, capite bre> 
vior, attenuatum, com- 
pressum, acutum } mandi- 
buli superiore graduatim 
incurvat&. 

Narea lineares, laterales, ad 
basin rostri sitse. 

CoUum elongatum, gracile. 

Pedes long^, graciles, fissi, 
digUis tribus anticis: poi- 
lex basi a terra elevata: 
ttbUe seminudae. 


Beak slender, riiorter than 
the head, acuminated, com- 
pressed, acute : the upper 
mandible gradually in- 
curved. 

Nostrils linear, lateral, placed 
at the base of the beak. 

NeeJe elongated and slender. 

Legs long, slender, cleft, 
with three toes in front: 
the hinder toe elevated 
from the ground at its 
base: the half naked. 


RALLUS. Gmel, Lath. 

GALLINULA. Beck., Temm. 

ZAPORNIA. Leach. 

Of this genus, which was separated by Dr. Leach 
from the Crakes, there is but one species known, 
which is a native of the southern parts of Europe, 
.and has once occurred in England. It may be distin- 
guished from the Crakes by the prevailing slimness 
of its form : the beak is slenderer than that of the 
Cral^ and it does not possess that depression on 
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the upper ridge of the superior mandible, which gives 
a swollen appearance to that part of those birds : the 
nostrils are more linear : the neck is longer and slen* 
derer, and the body is more compressed than in the 
Crakes. Agun, the l^s are strikingly different; 
thew parts being much longer, as well as having their 
tibiae divested of feathers nearly half of their length, 
whereas in the Crakes they are stout, and clothed 
almost to the knee. In this genus also the wings are 
very different in structure ; the first quill being con- 
rideraJbdy . ahoi!tern1liMj^it |^ are suddenly 

though thft inner 

one ; the wing its^ ioif t^iaiL 



LITTLE CRAKER. 

. (Zapornia pusilh.) 

Za. Jerrug^eo nigroqufiJjSi^f^^rpore tuUus nigro fateiclu 
(Mis,jugulo ftaoire^ a^indesceniibut. 

Craker striped with rustomour and black, the bodykeneath black 
with white ftsciolc, the jugolum and breast blun^ < 

Zapornia minuta. Leach, Cat. Brit. p, * 

Rallus pusillus. Gmel. Spit. Nat. 1. ' Jni.Om, 2. 
761. 

Gallinula pusilla. Beckstein. Temm. man. d'Om. 448. 

Poole d’eau naine. Temm. man. ^Om. 447. 

Poule d'eau poussin. Temm. man. d'Om. 2 Edit. ii. 690. 

Dwarf Rail. Lath, St/n. Sup. ii. 323. 

Little GaUinole. Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. 

This interesting little species is scarcely eight 
inches in length.: its beak is bright green, with its 
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base reddish : irides red : the throat, eyebrows, sides 
of its neck, its breast, and belly are ash-coloured ; 
the upper parts of the plumage are olive-grey, with 
the central part of each feather dusky : on the top of 
the back is a large black space varied with several 
white streaks : the abdomen and sides are rayed with 
indistinct bands of white and dusky : the under tail- 
coverts are black rayed with white : the legs are green. 
The female has only the eyebrows and the sides of 
the head of a pure ash-colour : her throat is whitish : 
the fore part of the neck, the breast, and the belly, 
are reddish-ash : the outer webs of the tail-coverts 
are' shaded with yellowish-red. The young have their 
colours less brilliant : nearly all the throat is whitish : 
the white dashes on the back arc less numerous and 
smaller than in the adult, and the feathers of the 
sides of the body are brown, banded with white. 

Found on the borders of rivers, lakfs, and pools, 
amongst rushes and other aquatic plants, in great 
abundance in the easteni countries of Europe : com- 
mon also in Germany and Italy, but rare in France 
and Holland. Only one specimen has, as yet, been 
seen in England, which was killed near Ashburton, 
in Devonshire, in the year 1809. Its food conrists 
of insects, small slugs, and aquatic plants : its nest is 
constructed amongst rushes, or coarse aquatic plants: 
it lays seven or eight yellowish eggs, spotted with 
brown. 



FULICA. COOT. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite brevior, reo 
tuni) basi crassum, conioo* 
oonvexum ; mandibuU su- 
periore paul6 cumt&, badi 
latiorc. 

Nares oblongs, in medio 
rostri nts, membrane se- 
mickuss. 

Frona nuda. 

Pedes tetradactyli ; digitia 
per totum longitudinum 
membranis fissU emarp- 
nads* 


Beak ahorter than the head, 
thick at the base, conic- 
convex; the upper man- 
dible rather curved, 
broadest at the base. 

Noairib oblong, placed in 
the middle of the beak, 
and half-dosed by a mem- 
brane. 

Forehead naked. 

Legs four-toed ; the toes fur- 
nished with scalloped cleft 
membranes their whole 
length. 


FULICA Auctorum. 


The remarkable structure of the membranes on 
the toes of the Coots, at once distinguishes them 
from the Gallinules, which they otherwise greatly 
resemble: the inner toe is furnished with two of 
these appendages, or rather scallops, the middle one 
with three, and the outer with four; the hinder toe 
has a simple membrane only, extending its whole 
length. The body is much compressed. 
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COMMON COOT. 


Coots occur in various parts of the continents of 
Europe, Asia, and America : they feed upon insects 
and aquatic they moult but once a year : 

they delight places, and hide 

themselves during^piltlay, skulking about of an 
evening in search 








armilla^ 


K ,4. LatA» Ind, 


Vv*Jronte incarnatay 
Coot with the front flesn ' 
yellowish, 

Fulica atra. Linn. Syst, Nat. ', 

Brits. Orn. 6. 23. pL 2.J'. 2. 

Orn. 2. 777. 

Fulidi aterrima. Linn. Syst. Nat- 1. ^8. Gnieli SysL N0- 1. 

703. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 778. .i)' 

Fulica major. Briss, 5. 28.pl. 2.f.^. Ri^i, Syii. 1 17. 

Le Foulqucj ou 21). pi. 18. Buffi PI, 

Enl. 197. Cuv. 

La Grande Foulque^ ou la MampdillbK Ois. 8. 22()i^ ^ 
Foulque Macroule. Temm. ma^^Orn* 4.54. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 706. 
Greater Coot. Penn. Brit. Ziol. 2.. No, 211. Lath. Gen. S^n. 
5 . 277. fVdk. Syn. 2. pi. 168. I^onU Orn. Dkt. 1. SSo. 


Brit. Birds, 2. 137. 

Common Coot. Penn, Brit. Zool. 2. No. 220. pi. 77. Penn. 
Arct. Zool. 2. No. 416. Alb. Birds, \.pl. 83. Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 275. Lath. Syn. Sup. 259. Lath. Syn. Sujj. ii. 328. 
Wale. Syfi. 2. 167. Lemn. Brit. Birds, h. pi. 195. Bon. 
Brit. Birds, 5. pi. 106. Mont, Om. Diet. 1. and Sup. Beu). 
Brit. Birds, 2. 133. 
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COMMON COOT. 


2S5 


Yovno.— Fnlica lethiops. Sparrman. Gmd. Sytt. Nat. 1. 704. 
Variety.— Fulica leucoiyx. Sparrman. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 

703. 

Length about sixteen inches : its beak is ivliite, 
slightly tinged with rose-colour : irides crimson : the 
head and neck deep black : the upper parts of the 
plumage of a slaty black ; and all the under parts of 
a greyish-blue : the frontal plate is pure whitC) and 
very large : the legs are ash-colour, tinged with 
green ; with a ring of yellow or reddish-green above 
the knees. The female has the frontal plate smaller : 
in other particulars she resembles the male. The 
young, before moulting, have the frontal plate very 
small; it, and also the beak and legs, are olive- 
grey; and the under parts of its plumage are greyish- 
white: after the first autumnal moult, the frontal 
plate increases in size, and the under parts of the 
plumage become tinged with reddish. 

It is sometimes, though rarely, found of a pure 
white, or white with a slight tinge of the usual 
colours : also with white wings, and the rest of the 
plumage as usual. 

The Coot is a very common bird in this country, 
particularly in the Southampton river, and in the Isle 
of Sheppey: in the last place it is much esteemed as 
an article of food : it is extremely abundant in Hol- 
land and on the lakes of the interior of France : it is 
also found in Germany and Switzerland on the bor- 
ders of the rivers, but less numerous. It is likewise 
said to inhabit other parts of Europe, even as high 
as Sweden, Norway, and Greenland ; also various parts 
of Asia and North America. 
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Wilson’s coot. 


It breeds on the borders of lakes, rivers, and largo 
ponds, forming a nest of flags amongst the reeds, and 
other aqnatic plants, close to the surface of the water, 
and rendered buoyant by accumulating a quantity of 
materials together for the purpose of keeping the eggs 
dry : the latter are from eight to a dozen in number, 
generally the former, of a dirty white, sprinkled with 
small deep brown and red spots. As soon as the 
young are hatched they plunge into the water, dive 
and swim about with great freedom, but do not quit 
the mother for some time : they are at first covered 
with a sooty-coloured down. 

These birds generally go in quest of their food in 
the dusk of the evening and at night i it consists, for 
the most part, of herbage, seeds, insects, and slugs, 
and sometimes small fish. They rarely leave the 
water, except for food, as they fly and walk very 
awkwardly. 


Wilson’s coot. 


(Fulica Wilsoni.) 

Fo. ffomie taturate-castaneo, corpore nigricante, crisso nigro, tec- 
trkUmque cauda inferioribus albis. 

Coot witb the front deep chesnut, the body dusky, the vent black, 
the under tail-coverts white. 

Fulica Americana. Sabine. Frank. Journ. App. 690. 

Common Coot. Wils. Amer. Om, ix.p. i.pl. Ixxiii.y: 1. 



Wilson’s coot. 


'Fhk chief distinctions between this species and the 
former consist in the callous on the forehead being in 
this bird of a deep chesnut, as particularly mentioned 
by Wilson : the feathers of the vent are quite black, 
and the under tail-coverts white ; but in the Common 
Coot these parts correspond with the rest of the plu- 
mage ; and the frontal callous is white : both species 
are of similar length, but the present one is inferior in 
the size of its body, legs, head, and beak ; the latter 
part is thinner and slighter, and considerably shorter 
than in the former bird, and the callous extends but 
half an inch over the head : the general colour of the 
plumage corresponds in the two birds, but the outer 
margin of the primary wing-feather is more con- 
spicuously marked with white, and there are a few 
white feathers on the upper edge pf the wing in this 
species. 

These birds inhabit various parts of North America, 
and make their appearance in Pennsylvania in the 
beginning of October among the muddy flats and 
islands of the river Delaware, which are overgrown 
with reeds and rushes, and arc periodically over- 
flowed : they are not very abundant : their food con- 
sists of various aquatic plants, seeds, and insects, as 
in the former species. 



CINEREOUS COOT. 


(Fulica Americana.) 

Fu. fronte alhida^ corpore cinereo, gula ahdomhicqne medio alb is. 
Coot with a whitish front, the body grey, the tliroat and middle 
of the abdomen white. 

Fulica Americana. GmeL Syst, Nat, 1. 704. Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2. 779. 

Cinereous Coot. Lath, Gen. Syii. 5. 279. 

A SMALL species, less than the common one : its 
beak is pale green : the bare part of the forehead is 
white : the general colour of the plumage is dusky- 
ash, palest beneath : its chin and down the middle of 
the belly are dusky-white: the legs are blue-bla(:k^ 
the membranes of the toes are narrower than in any 
other of the species. It is said to inhabit North 
America; and is probably the young of the pre- 
ce^ng. 


MEXICAN COOT. 

(Fulica Mexicana.) 

Vv.Jironte coedned, corpore paUide virescente cyaneo fulvoque 
variegato, subtus capile collogue purpureis. 

Coot with the forehead deep red, the body vari^ted with pde 
green, blue, and fulvous ; beneath, with the head and nock, 
purple. 



CRESTED COOT. 


Fulica Mcxicana. Briss, Orn. C. 31. Gml. Si/st. Nat. I. 704^ 
Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 779. 

Fulica Mcxicano! altera species, Yulioalcoachitliis. Bay, Syii. 1 17. 
Mexican Coot. Lath. Gen. Syn. 8. 2/8. 

Laucku than the Common Coot : its beak is red, 
with a yellow tip : its forehead is red : its head, neck, 
breast, belly, thighs, under wing and tail-covei'ts are 
purple : its quills are pale green : its back, rump, and 
wing-coverts are the same, but varied with blue and 
fulvous. Inhabits Mexico. 


CRESTED COOT. 

(Fulica cristata.) 

Fu. carunaM rubra bifidd ereetd, corpore aeruleo-iHgrkante. 
Coot with a red, bifid, erect caruncle, the body of a dusky blue. 
Fulica cristata. Gmel. Syst. NtU. 1 . 704. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 779. 
Grande Foulque dc Madagascar^ erSte. Bii/f. Ois. 8. 222. Buff". 
PI. Enl. 797. 

Crested Coot. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.278. pi. 90. 

A VERY singular species inhabiting Madagascar : it 
is larger than the Common Coot, measuring eighteen 
inches in length : its beak is red at the base, and 
whitish towards the tip : the crown of the head is 
bare, of a deep red, and rising into a bifid, detached, 
crest-like membrane: the entire plumage is blue- 
black: its legs are dusky, with a ring or garter above 
the knee of these colours, viz. red, green^ and yellow. 
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G ALLIN ULA. GALLINULE. 


Generic Character. 


liostnm capitc brcvior, rec- 
tum, basi crassum, supra 
convcxum, cumprcssum, 
ad afncem paulo tumi- 
dum; mandibul& superiore 
margo inferioris tegente. 

Frons nuda. 

Pedes tetradactyli, dsa ; di- 
gUis mmbran& rect-^, in- 
tdgrfi, instructis. 


Beak shorter than the head, 
straight, thick at the base, 
convex above, compressed, 
rather swollen at the tip; 
the upper mandible co- 
vering the mai^ of the 
lower. 

Forehead naked. 

Legs four-toed, cleft ; the toes 
furnished with a stra^ht, 
entire membrane. 


GALLINULA. Ray, Briss., Lath., Cuv., &c. 
FULICA. Linn., Gmel. 

PORPHYRIO. Briss. 


The beak of the Gallinules somewhat resembles 
that of the Rails, but the naked forehead is a suf- 
ficient characteristic mark of distinction between the 
two genera, added to which, the slight membrane 
surrounding the toes is also a strong distinctive 
character. There are but few species in this genus; 
and their manners, as fiur as known, resemble those 
dctmled of the common species. 



iniESTKD GALLINULK 


2U 


j 


((lalliiitihi? cristata.) 


(rA.? Jrontc cristatA rnbrA^ corpora supra cinereo-virescnttv, 
suhius capite colloque cmereis, abdomine medio albo, 

Gallinule ? witli a red frontal crest> the body above ashy-green^ 
beneath^ the head and tlie neck ashy^ the middle of tlic ab- 
domen white. 

Fulica cinerea. GnieL Spst. Nat ]. 702. 

Gallinula cristata. Lath. Ind, Om. 2. 773. ‘ 

Crested Gallinule, Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. 267* 

Length eighteen inches : beak brownish : fore- 
head and crown of the head bare, and reddish, rising 
at the back part into a knob : the head and neck ash- 
colour: chin mottled with white: body and wings 
greenish-ash colour; outer edge of the latter pale: 
under parts of the body pale ash: middle of the 
belly white : legs very stout and brown. Supposed 
to inhabit China. 


V. xn. p. I. 


ir> 
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COMMON GALLINULE. 

(Gallinula cliloropus.) 

Ga. corpore nigricante, crisso albo, frontefulvA, armillis ruhrh, 
Gallinule with the body dusky^ the vent white^ the forehead 
fulvous, and the apsillaB red. 

Fulica chloropus. Jj^nn* Syst» Nat. 1. 258. GmeL Syst. Nat. 
1.698. . 

Gallinula chloropus. Orn, 2- 770. 

Gallinula chloropus^nugor.^^^^ - ^ 113. /f. Briss. Or??. 6. 

3. pL 1. * — ^ ^ ^ 

Poule d’eau. Btfjfl Ois* 8. 171. Sufil PL EnL 877. 

Poulc d'eau ordinaire, ou Conj&iiner ^ ^ man. d*Orn:A i%, 
Id. 2 Edit. ii. 693. Cm. 1/^ 

Common Water Hen, or 2. pi. 72. 3. pi. 

91. Bexv. Brit, Birds, 2. 

Common Gallinule. Penn. Brit ZooL 2.’ pi. 77. Penn, 
Arct, ZooL 2. 411. Hayes Brit. Birds^ pi. Lath. Gen. 
Syn.b, 258. Lew. Brit, Birds, 5. pi. 191. ’Wale. Syn. 2. 
pi, 169. Don. Brit. Birds, 5. pi. 110. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. 
Young.— Fulica iusca. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 257. Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1.697. 

Gallinula fusca. Lath, Ind. Om. 2. 771. 

Gallinula minor. Briss. Om. 6. 6. 

Rallus Italorum Aldrovandi. Raii, Syn. 116. 

La Poulette d’eau. Buff. Ois. 8. 1 77. 

Brown Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 260. 

r 

About fourteen inches in length : the base of the 
beak and the broad frontal plate are bright red ; the 
tip of the beak is yellow : the irides red : the head, 
the throat, the neck, and all the under parts of the 
plumage are of a bluish>8late colour: the upper 
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COMMON GALLINUI/E. 

• 

parts are deep olive-brown : the outer edge of the 
wing, and the under tail-coverts are pure white: 
several large longitudinal stripes of this last colour 
are on the sides of the body ; and the three or four 
central feathers of the tail-coverts are shaded with 
deep black : the legs are yellowish-green, with a red ’ 
circle or .garter above the knees. The female differs 
in having the shades of the plum^e less distinct. 
The young differ considerably from the adults till 
after their second autumnal moulting: the tip of 
their beak is olive-green, shading into olive-brown 
towards the base: the frontal plate is not very large, 
and is of a deep olive-colour: the irides are brown: 
the top of the head, the nape, back and rump, arc 
olive-brown: the wing-quills are deep brown, ter- 
minated with a lighter shade; the tail is also deep 
brown: the throat*, the fore part of the neck, and a 
stripe beneath the eye are whitish: the rest of the 
under parts are bright griscous, shaded with olive on 
the sides: the legs are olivaceous, tinged with yel- 
lowish above the knee. During the first year they 
have the beak paler, and the tinges of colour on the 
under sides of the plumage clearer. The frontal 
plate varies in size and colour at the different periods 
of gr6wth of the bird. 

This seem? to be a pretty generally distributed 
species, being found throughout the European and 
African continents, and is very common in England: 
affecting sedgy and slow rivers, streams of water, 
and ponds abounding with weeds, where it can lie 
concealed: it runs fast, and is equally expert in 
swimming and diving: it flies badly, with its legs 



M4 ORIENTAL GAtLlNtJLK. 

• 

hanging down ; and when disturbed will frequently 
perch; when in the act of running or swimming it ^ 
is continually flirting up its tail. Its nest is made 
of flags or rushes, and placed near the surface of the 
water on the branch of a tree or bush, or on the 
stump of an old willow, in the most retired situations. 
The female lays from five to eight eggs, of a light 
yellowish-brown, marked with rust-coloured spots: 
the young are hatched in about fjhrce weeks, and in- 
stantly take the water: they are covered with a black 
down ; and are often destroyed by pikes and other 
voracious fish. 

Their chief food consists of water insects, small 
fishes, worms, aquatic plants, and seeds: they will 
also cat grain. 


OKIENTAL GALLINULE. 
(Gallinula orientalis.) 


G.\. clypeo fronlali ovato oculos fere attingenie. 

Gallinulcwith an ovate frontal clypeus^ nearly touching theeyeiS^ 
Gallinula orientalis. Horsjield, Linn.Trans^.jm. 195. 

This species differs from the preceding in being 
considerably smaller, and in having a much wider 
and differently shaped frontal clypeus: its length is 
thirteen inches. Inhabits Java. 
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.lAYA (;ali;inulk. 

• • 


((fall inula Javan ica.) 

• • 

(lA. supra nigra, subtus alba, uropygio /iavesccnte /hr ruginco. 
Gallinulc above blacky beneath wliite^ with the niinp of a yei-* 
lowish-rust colour. 

Gallinula' Javaiiica. Hors/\ Linn. Trans, xiii. 


Dr. Horsfield observes that the frontal clypeus is 
short, circumscribed, marginated, and slightly cari- 
nated in the middle ; that it greatly resembles the 
Red-tailed Water-Hen (Ortygometra pha'iiicura), but 
is more than a third larger; has a black tail, and the 
clypeus of a different form. It is between fourteen 
and fifteen inches in length : the forehead and the 
sides of tlic head arc white: the axillae and the lateral 
parts of the abdomen arc black. Inhabits Java. 


CAUTIIAGENA GAl.MNL'LK. • 

(Gallinula Cartliagcua.) 

QiL.JroHte cartileS, corpore toto rufo. 

Crake With the forehead blue, and the entire body rufous. 

Fulica Carthagena. Linn, Sy$t. Nat. 1. 258. Gmel. Sytt. Nat. 
1. 700. 

Gallinula Carthagena. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 767. 

Carthagena Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 252. * 



GllINETTA CABLINULE. 


A VERY plain species, having its body wholly ru- 
fous, with the bare space at the forehead blue : it is 
the size of the Coot. 


GllINETTA GALLINULE. 

(Gallinula naevia.) 

Ga. corf ore rufeacente nigro vnaculaiOy collo subtus cinereo’-caru^ 
lescente maculis nigris, superciliis albidis* 

Gallinule^witli the hotly reddish, spotted with black, the neck 
beneath ashy-blue spotted with black, the eyebrows whitish. 
Fulica naevia. GmeL Syst, Nat. 701. 

Gallinula naevia. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 772. 

Porphyrio najvius. Briss, Orn. 5. 438. 

Poliopus, Gallinula minor. Raii, Syn. 114. 

La Grinette. Buff. Ois. 8. 179. Cnv. Reg. Amn\\. 502. 

Small Water Hen. Alb. Birds, 2. pi. 73. 

Grinetta Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 263. 

La Poulc d’eau tachetee, ou Grinette. Cuv. Reg* Anim. 1 . 502. 

Length scarcely ten inches : beak and irides yel- 
lowish-green : plate on the forehead yellow : the head 
and upper parts of the plumage black j the feathers 
edged with rufous, and those of the back with white: 
the wing-coverts are rufous, transversely varied with 
zigzag lines : the quills are dusky-brown, outwardly 
edged with white : over the eye is a streak of white : 
the throat is bluish-ash, or slate-colour: the fore part 
of the neck and the breast the same, tinged with 
olive, an^ spotted with black: the belly and thighs 



MOURNFUL GALLINULE. 
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pale rufous : the sides transversely barred with black 
and white: the tail is coloured like the wings, but 
the two middle feathers have both margins white: 
it is rounded in shape : the legs are dirty green : toes 
long. Inhabits Italy, about Bologna and Milan: at 
the former place called Grinctta. 


MOUIINFUI. GALMNULF,. 


(Gallinula lugubris.) 


Ga. plumbeo^nigrescens, tcctricibns et plumis dorsnlibus ntnrgini^ 
bus pallidioribus, remigibus juscescentibus, marginc alarum an-- 
icriore albo. 

Blackish Jciid-colourcd Crake, with the coverts j>nd dorsal fcatliers 
edged witli paler, the quills brownish, the aiiteri(»r margin of 
the wing white. ^ 

Gallinula higuhris. Hors, Linn, xiii. lJ)o. 

Lkngtii twenty inches: the back of a dusky lead- 
colour, glossed with brownish: the feathers of the 
vent transversely fasciated with white : the abdomen 
marked with very delicate brownisli fasciae: the shoul- 
ders paler and fasciated with white: the secondary 
quill pale, and edged with brown. Inhabits Java : 
called Bonlod. 



GULAK GALLINULE. 


(Gallinula gularis.) 

Gk.fusca subtus pallide gilva Jitsco transversim undulata, tec^ 
tricibus et ptumis dorsalibus sordido gilvo marginatis, rec- 
tricibus canescente /usciSf gulA alba. 

Brown Crake beneath pale gilvous transversely waved with brown, 
the coverts and dorsal feathers edged with dull gilvous, the 
tail-feathers hoary brown, the throat white. 

Gallinula gularis. Hors. Linn. Trans, niii. 195. 


Length seventeen inches: inhabits Java: called 
Burmg‘ 



PORPHYRIO. PORPHYRIO. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite brevier, co- 
nic(M»qvcxuin, compres- 
sum, acutum, ad apieem 
paulo tumidum; mandi- 
bul& superiorc niargines 
inferioris tegentc. 

Nares latcralcs. 

From nuda. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fisn, sim- 
plices ; digitis lon^samis. 


Beak shorter than the head, 
conic-convex, compressed^ 
]x>intcd, towards the tip 
slightly swollen ; the 
upper mandible covering 
the edges of the lower 
one. 

Nostrils lateral. 

Forehead naked. 

Legs four-toed, cleft, sim- 
ple ; the toes very long. 


PORPHYRIO. Ray, Briss., Cuv., Temm. 

FULICA. Linn., Gmel. 

GALLINULA. Latli. 

PARRA. Lath. 

*JACANA. Briss., Ray. * 

CREX. Ray. 

^ H£S£ birds have the beak higher in proportion 
to its length than the Gallinules or €oots, but like 
them the forehead is divested of feathers : this frontal 
plate is sometimes rounded and lometimes carinated 
at the top. This genus is also distinguished by its 
manners from either of the above, as well as by the 



^0 FAVOURITE PORPHYRIO'. 

prevailing colours of the plumage, which in the Por- 
phyries are usually beautiful tints of brilliant blue, 
violet, or green. They feed on various articles, siich 
as fruits, roots of grass, and grain ; and, while feed- 
ing, usually stand upon one leg and lift their food 
to their mouth with the other, like the Parrot. 
They are found in the temperate and tropical cli- 
mates of both continents. 


FAVOURITE PORPHYRIO. 

(Porphyrio fiavirostris.) 

'Po.fionte rubrS, corpore supra cteruko subpis uroppgioque albo, 
remgibus caudAque/uscis. ^ 

Porphyrio with a red front, the body above blue, beneath and 
rump white, the quills and tail brown. 

Fidica flarirostris. Guul, l^st. Nat. 1. 699. 

Gallinula flarirostris. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 769. 

La Farorite de Cayenne. Duff. Ois. 8. 207. Biiff. PL Enl. 897. 
Favourite Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. 256. 

Inhabits Cayenife : length twelve inches : its beak * 
is yellow : the upper parts of its plumage deep blue : 
the sides of the head and neck paler : the fore part 
of the neck bluish-white : the belly, thighs, and rump 
white : the quills and tail brown, the last darkest : the 
legs long and yellow. 



MADAGASCAR PORPHYUlO. 


(Porphyrio Madagascariensis.) 

« 

Po. purpureus subtus viridis caruleume, capite griseo-caru^ 
lescente, rostra pedibusgue ru/is> 

Purple Porphyrio beneath green or bluish, with the head grey- 
blue, the beak and legs red. 

Gallinula Madagascariensis. Lath. Ind. Om. Sup. Izriii. 
Gallinula poliocephala. Lath. Ind. Om. Sup. Ixviii. var. 
Grey-headed Water Hen. Lath. Sign. Sup. 1 1 . Add. 375. 

** Beak red and large, and rising on the forehead : 
head and neck blue-grey, growing to azure towards 
the chin : back purple : wings and tail deep indigo : 
breast and belly verditer-green : vent white : tail in- 
digo : legs scarlet. Another, said to come from Ma- 
dagascar : beak the* same, but not coming so high on 
the forehead : head and neck pale grey : back deep 
green and black intermixed : chin, breast, and shoul- 
der of wings, verditer-green : belly and sides blue : 
vent ultramarine : legs and bare part of the thighs 
scarlet.” Latham thus describes these two birds, 
which are probably but varieties of each other. ^ 
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CttOWlNG PORPHYRIO. 

(Porphyrio purpurcu8.) 

Po. fronte rosiroque rubente^ corpore saturate purpurco albo vario. 
Porphyrio with the forehead and beak reddish^ the body dark 
purple^ varied with white. 

Fulica purpurea. GmeL SysU Nat, 1 . 699. 

Gallinula purpurea. Lath, Ind, Orn. 2. 769. 

Porphyrio Amcricanus. Hait, Syn. 116. 

L'Acintli. Buff, Ois. 8. 208. 

Crowing Gallinule. Lath, Gen, Syn» 5,267- 

The beak and forehead of this species are reddish : 
the irides are fulvous : the general colour of the plu- 
mage is dark purple, with a few white feathers inter- 
mixed : the legs are greenish-yellow. 

This species is said to crow like a Cock, from 
whence its name : it inhabits Mexico, and resides in 
the marshes ; and though its principal food consists 
of fish, its fiesh is not considered bad. 


MARTINICO PORPHYRIO. 

(Porphyrio Martiuicus.) 

Vo,Jronte caruled, corpore viridis cardescente, crisso albo,pe- 
' dibus^flams. 

Porphyrio with the front blue, the body green-blue, the vent 
white, the legs yellow. 

Fulica Martinica. Linn, Syst.Jfat. 1. 259. Gmel. Sysl. Nat. 
1.700. 



MARTINICO PORPHYRIO. 
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GalHnula Martinica. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 769. 

Porphyrio minor? Briss, Orn» 5. 526 . pL 42, J", 2 ? 

La petite Poule-Sultane. Buffi OU. 8. 206. 

Martinico Gallinulc. Lath, Gen, Syn. 5, 25.5. ph 88. Lath^ 

Syn, Sup. 258. 

GalHnula Porphyrio. Wits* Amer, Orn. v. ix. p. 67. pL Ixviii. 

/. 2 . 

** Length about twelve inches: beak thirteen lines 
long, yellow, with a red base: forehead bald and 
blue: irides red: the plumage in general of a fine 
glossy gi'cen ; but the head, neck, and under parts 
arc of a cliangeable blue: the vent white: quills 
and tail dusky, edged with green : legs yellow : toes 
vciy long and slender.** Latham gives the above 
description of this species, and to it adds the follow- 
ing remark : ‘‘1 have seen many of these birds, both 
from Cayenne and the West India Islands, all of 
which answered to the above description, except one, 
which had the upper parts of the plumage blue-green, 
tinged with brown : the crown of the head brown : 
beneath white: a little mottled with black in the 
middle of the belly, and greatly so across the lower 
part of the neck, just abpve the breast : chin quite 
white : legs brown.** He suspects this to be the op- 
posite sex, and adds, that they have been brought 
alive to England, and fed on rice, bread, lettuces, 
and such like food, and bore confinement well. 
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INDIAN POBPHYBIO. 

f 


(Porphyrio Indicus.) 

Po. olivaceo'-niger subtus Juliginosus, juguilo pedore humerisque 
•oiridis, lateribus colli abdomineque purpureis, crisso albo, 
Olinioeous-black Porphyrio beneath smoky^ with the jugulum, 
breast^ and shoulders green^ the sides of the neck and abdomen 
purple, the vent white. 

Porphyrio Indicus. Horsjield. lAnn. IVanf. xiii. 194. 

Length nineteen inches : general colour black, with 
a dark olivaceous gloss : the head and belly smoky : 
the jugulum, breast, and shoulders sea-green : the 
sides of the neck and abdomen purple : the vent white : 
the frontal clypeus very broad and produced beyond 
the eyes, and joined to the culmen of the beak: the 
middle toe, with its claw, the length of the tarsus : 
thf clypeus and legs red : the spurs on the wings 
short, very acute, and hidden. Inhabits Java : called 
PeUtmg. 


OBEEN POBPHYBIO. 

(Porphyrio riridis.) 

Po. corpore supri obscure viridis subtus albo,Jronte rostra pedi- 
busque viridi-Jhvescentibus. * 

Porphyrio with the body aborc obscure greCu, beneath white, 
with the forehead, beak, and legs greenish-yellow. 

Fulica riridis. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1. 698. 
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PURPLE PORPHYRIO. 
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Gallinula viridig. £a<A. Ind. Om. 2. 769. 

Porphyrio viridis. Brm. Om. 5. 529« 

La Foule*Sultane verte. Buff. Ois, 8. 204. 

Green Galluulflt.y^ Oen. St/n. 5. 257. 

The Giregn P^^g^yrio is eleven inches and a half 
in length : its bea^ and the bare part of the forehead 
are greenish*ycllov^| the upper parts of the body arc 
dull green ; the uii|pr white : the legs are greyish- 
yellow, and the cla^§i|prey. Inhabits the East Indies. 




Vo.Jronle rubri, corpore viridi, 

Porphyrio with the' fi-ont red, the bdly beneath riolet. 
Folica Porphyrio. Linn. Sptt, Nat. 1. 29S. Gmet. Syst. Nat. 

1.699. Bait, Syn. 116. 

Gallinula Porphyrio. LaiA. Ind. Om. 2. 768. 

La Poule-Sultane. Bitff. Oit. 8. 194..p^. 17. 

Le Taleve de Madagascar. Buff. PI. Enl. 810. 

Purple Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 254. 

Telere A manteau rert. (Porphyrio smaragnotus.) Temm.man. 
d'Om. 2 Edit. ii. 700. 

A HIGHLY eluant and beautiful burd : its length 
is scarcely eighteen inches : its beak is deep red : its 
irides are fulvous : the bare space of tbe forehead is 
red : the head and hind part of the neck are glossy 
violet : it^ back, rump, and scapulars are dull glossy 



456 IIYACINTHINE I’ORPHYRIO. 

green: quills the same, with their inner margins 
brown: its eheeks, throat, fore part of the neck’, aiul 
under part of the body violet-blue : tail dulrgroeh, 
and rounded in shape : legs very stout and decj) red. 
Tlie female is similar in colour, but smaller. 

Native of most of the warm countries of the old 
world. It is found in abundance in southern Africa, 
the island of Madagascar, and the Isle of France ; 
likewise in the East Indies and the adjacent islands. 
It is frequently kept in the parks of the south of 
France on account of its beauty : a pair kept in an 
aviary in that country made a nest of small sticks, 
mixed with straw ; and the female laid six white eggs, 
perfectly round. The manners of these birds arc 
very gentle, and they arc said to be easily tamed : 
they feed principally on small fish j but will also 
devour fruit, seeds, the roots of plants, and grain. 
Their flesh is said to be excellent. 


IIYACINTHINE PORPHYRIO. 


(Porpliyrio hyacinthus.) 

Vo, f route pedibusqtie rujis^ corpore cceruleOf techicibns enuda: 
inferiorihus alhis. 

Porphyrio with the front and legs red, the body blue, and the 
under taiUcoverts white. 

Telcve Porphyrion. (Porphyrio hyacinthus. ) Temm, man. d'Orn^ 
Purple Water Hen. JBrfw. Birds, pi. 87. 



HYACINTHINl-; rOHPHYRIO. 


Length from the tip of the beak to that of tlio 
tail about twenty inches : tlie cheeks, the throat, all 
the fore part and sides of the neck of a beautiful 
turquoise*bluc : the occiput, nape, thighs, and abdo- 
men of a very deep but not brilliant indigo : the 
back, wing-coverts, and the larger wing and tail-fea- 
thers of shining indigo-blue : the under tail-coverts 
pure white : the frontal and coronal plates, as well as 
the beak, bright red : irides lake : tlie legs and toes 
flesh colour. 

llns species inhabits the marshy borders of rivers 
and large lakes : it is very abundant in the rice fields 
and aquatic situations in most of the south-eastern 
parts of Europe, especially in the Grecian Archipe- 
lago, the Levant, Calabria, the Ionian Islands, and 
•Sicily. It also occurs in less profusion in Dalmatia, 
and the southern provinces of Hungary ; likewise in 
the south of Russia, the neighbourhood of the Cas- 
pian Sea, and in Persia. It is said to subsist on corn, 
grasses, the seeds of aquatic plants, and on their 
roots ; also upon fruits and small fishes : the female 
constructs her nest of sticks and twigs among the 
high herbage of the marshy places, where she resides. 
The eggs are three or four in number, white, and 
nearly round. 


V. XII. P. I. 


17 



258 


ULACK-HEADED PORPHYBIO. 

(Porphyrio melanocephalus.) 

Vo, f route Julva, corpore cceruleo, capite collogue nigris, 
Porphyrio with the forehead fulrous^ the body blue, and the head 
and neck black. 

Fulica melanocephala. GtneL Sifst, Nat, !• 699. 

Gallinula melanocephala. Lath, Ind, Om* 2. 768, 

Porphyrio melanocephalos. Briss, Om, 5, 526, A, 

Black-headed Gallinule. Lath, Gen, Si/n,^5, 257. 

The head and neck of this bird are black ; the 
rest of the plumage a fine cerulean blue : the fore- 
head is fulvous. The female is said hy BufFon to 
have a deep fulvous crown : the upper parts of the 
body the same, with white streaks on the scapulars : 
the wings greenish, tinged with fulvous : the quills 
greenish-blue. Inhabits America. 


MADRAS PORPHYRIO. 

(Porphyrio Maderaspatanus.) 

Po. cinereus subtus albus, collo subtus pectoreque maculis lunatis 
nigris. 

Ash-coloured Porphyrio white beneath, with the neck beneath 
and breast with lunated black spots. 

Futica Maderaspatana. Gmel, l^st. Not, 1 . 700. 

Gallinula Maderaspatana. Lath, Ini, Om, 2. 767. 



BLACK-UACKED PORPHYRIO. 

Porphyria MaderaspaUuus. BrUs, Orn, 5. 54;). 

Crex ludica. Rati, Syn. \94. pi. ]./. 4. 

L’Angoli. Buff. Ois. 8. 205. 

Madras Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Spn. ft'. 253. 

A LARGE species, «the size of a Duck : its beak and 
legs are rather long : fhe bare space on the forehead 
is white: the upper p^s of the plumage arc line 
ash colour ; the quills are edged with black : the sides 
of the head, and the under parts of the plumage are 
white: at the lower part of the neck are several 
crescent'shaped black spots : the tail is short. 

Found in the vicinity of Madras, and at Malabar. 


BLACK'BACKED PURPHYRIO. 
(Porpbyrio melanotus.); 


Po. rostra Jronle pedibusque coccineis, dorso alis remigibus cau- 
ddque splendide nigris, corpore sublus pallidiore, collo pectore 
hypochondriisque caruleis, tectricibus cauda inferioribus albis. 
Porphyrio with the beak, front, and legs crimson, the back, 
wings, quills, and tail glossy black, with the body beneath 
paler, the neck, breast,' imd flanks blue, the under taiUcorerts 
white. 

Telere k manteau nofri '^^fKrphyAo Meldholkis.) Tcmm. man. 
<fOrn. 2 Edit. ii. 701. 

Length about 
plate, legs, and 
mantle, winga^,qu 
the head, cheeks. 


seventeen inches : the beak, l^fol 
kods l^ne crj||;i|^n<l|^ : ^hc, 

middle of4hc belly q«nd diho,thiglis> 
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miASILIAN POUPHYIUO. 


black, but less deep than the former described parts : 
the neck, breast, and flank of a clear indigo tint : the 
under tail-covcrts white. Inhabits New Holland. 


lUlASILIAN POttPHYRIO. 


(Porphyrio firasiliensis.) 

Po. tiigro^viridans^ capite collo j^^cloreque violacco^varianiibus, 
rectricibus nigro-viridantibtfs, iectricibus mblus alhis. 
Green-black Porpliyrio with the head^ neck^ and breast varied 
with violaceous, the tail-feathers of a black-green, the Ci)verts 
beneath white. ^ 

Parra viridis. (huci Spst, Nat. 1. 708. Lath, Ltd, Orn, 2. 763. 
Jacana. Briss, Oni. 5. 121. 

Gallinula Brasiliensis, Jacana dicta. Ban, Sjqn. 115. 

Le Jacana vert,^ Bitffl Ois. 8. 189. 

Green Jacana. Lath, Gen, Si/n. .5. 243. 

Na'i IVe of Brasil, and thus described by Latham : 
** Size of a pigeon : beak more than an inch long ; 
the colour half red, half yellow : the fore part of the 
head covered with a round membrane the colour 
of a turquoise : the head, throat, neck, and hreast 
blackish-green, glossed with violet : back, rump, sca- 
pulars, covert^of the wings and tail, belly, and thighs 
blackish-grcen : quills and tail much the same : under 
tail -coverts white : toes veiy long ; the middle one 
two iuehes and r half in length : claws also long 
and yellow.” 



WIIITK POIllMIYIlIO? 


(I’orpliyrio? aibus.) 

Vo.} J'rontc roulro pcdibusque riijis, corpore tolo albo. 
Por|)liyrio? witli the forehead, Ijcak, and lege red, the entire 

body white. 

Gallinula alba. Lath, Ind. Oni. 2. 768. 

White Gailinulc. Lath. Sj^n. Sup, ii. 327. 

Latham says of this bird that it is the size of a 
Hen : length two feet : beak very strong, and much 
the same in shape and colour as that of the Purple 
Gallinule {Porphyria chloropus ) : a bare red space, 
in like manner, is also on the crown : irides red : 
round the eye, the skin visible through the slender 
covering of feathers: the whole of the pluuiage in 
general is of a pure white : legs red : ejaws brown : 
at the bend of the wing a sharp spur. Some of 
these, supposed to differ in sex, arc of a bright blue 
between the shoulders, and spotted on the back with 
the same.” 

“ These inhabit Norfolk Island, and are there very 
common : arc exceedingly tame, insomuch as to be 
easily knocked down with a stick.” He proceeds to 
state his suspicion that this species is n^rely a variety 
of the Purple Gallinule before>mentioned \ but, in- 
dependent of the spur at the bend of the wing, its 
large size will not allow it to be associated with that 
species. 



PARRA. JACANA. 


Generic Character. 


Beak medial, straight, la- 
terally compressed, some- 
what swollen towards the 
tip, acute, its base carun- 
culated or bald. 

NoetrUa nearly oval, placed 
in the middle.of the beak. 
Wings armed with spurs. 
Legs four-toed, cleft, with 
the toes and clatvs straight 
and very long. 

PARRA. Linn., Gmel., Lath., Cuv., Yicil., &c. 

JACANA. Briss. 

GALLINULA. Ray. 

This genus is distinguished from the rest of the 
Waders by the extraordlinaiy length of the toes ah^ 
claws, which some of the species are so , extremely 
long, as to incommode the in^viduals when walkin^^. 
The chief use of this singular conformation appears 
to be ihat of miabling the birds to procim their 
ensteftance (which consists of Worms, small fUhes, 
and aquatic Insects) in the marshes, as their length 
allows tilit^'''tO M^lk lipon the sUtfaCe of the plants 


Rostrum mediocre, rectum, 
lateradm compressum, ad 
apicem tumidiusculum, 
acutum, baa carunculatum 
vel glabrum. 

tfares subovatse in medio 
rostri atae. 

AUb calcaratae. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi; di- 
giUs et ungtdhus rectis. 









COMM ON JACANA . 


COMMON JACANA. 
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which grow in those situations with the greatest 
facility. They are noisy and quarrelsome birds. 


A. Rostro bast carunculatOt y 
A. With the beak carunci)i|iijt0d at its base. 

COMMON 

V 

(P^ ; 

primoribus viridi^ 

the primary quills 

Syst Nat. 1 . 707. 

Jacana armata fiisca. Briss.Om.i. I25.pl. \\*f. !• 

Gallinula Brasiliensia quarta Marcgrarii. JBaw, Av^ p. 115. 

Le Jacana. Buffi OU* 8. )06* pi. 16. Buff. PI. Enl. 322. 
Spur-winged Water Hen. Edw. Birds, pi. 357. 

Chesnut Jacana. Lath, Gen* Syn* 5. 241. 

Youno^— P arra variabilis. Unn. Syst. Nat* 1 . 260. Gfnel. Sysi* 
Nat. 1. 708. Lath.Ind. Orn. 2. 763. 

Jacanannata rariai- .. 

Jacana farl5. tflfe / 

Xdd Jacana du Brasil. Bigff. PI. JBnh 846* 

ERrdSfji* ^ 

Varis^e Jacana. Lath. Gets* 

Length nearly ten inches ; beak upwards of an 
inch long, and orange*coloured : the head, throat, 
neck, breast, and the rest of the under parts are 
black : the back, wing-«overts, and scapulars bright 


Pa. cattaneo-putpumi, jifilUo 
bus. earuneulimiM: ' 
ae8nttt-pari#;|Hi^^ red, 

I- 259. Gmel 

Lath. irid. Om. 2. 7^* 



COMMON JACANA. 


chesnut: spur on the wing yellow, and a quarter of an 
inch in length : the bend of the wing varied with 
black : the quills olive^ellow, tipped and partly edged 
with dusky; the outer quill margined throughout its 
length: tail rounded, chesnut tipped with black; 
the two middle feathers varied with brown : lega 
greenish-ash. The young or Variable Jacana, of 
Latham, is thus distinguished : its beak is orange- 
yellow : crown of the head brown, with darker spots : 
the hind {>art of the neck the same, but deeper in co- 
lour: above the eye a white stripe, passing down on 
each side of the neck, and accompnied by a black 
one, which varies at the base of the beak, and passes 
through the eye : sides of the head, throat, fore pit 
of the neck, breast, belly, thighs, and under tail- 
coverts white ; the sides of the belly and base of the 
thighs being slightly sprinkled with reddish spots : 
wing-spur yellow : scapulars pale brown : lesser wing- 
coverts purplish-chesnut ; the middle ones brown; 
the ^cater black : the four inner quills are brown; 
the rest green, margined with black at their ends, 
and the outer one entirely so on its exterior web : 
legs bluish-ash. 

Inhabits Brasil, Surinam, St. Domingo, and dthet^ 
prts of South America and the West Indies 
quenting marshy places, sides of ponds, &c. gendtalfy ' 
in pirs; ^nd wade hi >tlie-water in search bf 
they are very shy and noisy,, their note very' shrill, 
and may be heard at a great distance. 



CaiLI JACANA. 


(Parra Chilensia.) 

Pai violacea, capite nigro, collo subUts ad pectore medio nigro, 

’^ abdotnine albo, remigibus cauddque Juscis, occipite subcrktato. 
Violet Jacana with the head black, the neck beneath to the 
middle of the breast black, the abdomen white, the quills and 
tail brown, the occiput slightly crested. 

Chili Jacana. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. ii. 324. 

Parra Chiicnsis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 707. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
765. 

Xhe Chili Jacana is about the size of a Magpie : 
its beak is two inches in length, and slightly bent at 
the tip: its irides are yello]^: the forehead has a 
bilobed red caruncle: the occiput is slightly crested: 
the hinder part of its neck, its back, and wings arc 
violet : the fore part of the neck to the middle of 
the breast is black : its belly is white : quills brown : 
spur at the bend of the wings yellow, and half an 
inch long: tail short and brown: legs black: toes 
shorter than usual with the species of this genus. 
Inhabits the plains of Chili, feeding upon insects and 
worms: it is a noisy species; and builds its nest 
among grass, laying four fiilvQus e^ps, spotted with' 
black. jThp male and female, keqp together. Itsfle^ 
is said to be good eating.. 



n^^^g^Eig^pILIOUS JACANA. • 

(Parra superciliosa.) 

Pa. atro^viridis nitens, Uneis superciliaribus albis, dorso alisque 
olioacea-'nitentibifi, rem^bus nigrist utopygio cavd&que ferru- 
gineis niiare vi0jkceo, / 

Dark shining git^ Jacan^ white superciliary lilies, the 
back and wings j^bssy^ qUrej the qtdUa blacky the rump and tail 
rust-colour glos^'t^tt^l^^ 

Parra superciliosa. ^ Traits^ xiii. 194. 

Dr. Horsfield rounded 

above, spurs of the vftnmm^l^iug. Inhabits Java. 




JB, Rostro basi glabro. 

B. Beak with its base bald. 

BRONZED JACANA. 

■ . . ■( , 

(Paira senea.^ 

Pa. nigrai carulea ^laceaque nitem,capitecolhque vmdi^^ 
iibuSf Uropygio rectricibusque sanguineit, macuid db& pone* 
octifer. 

Black Jacana glossed with blue and violet^ the head and neck 
glossy greeni the rump and tail-feathers blood-red, a white 
spot behind the eyes. 

Le Jacana bronze. Cwo, Reg. Anim. 1 . 498. 

Parra senea. Cuv. Reg- Anim. 1 . 498. 






BRONZED JACANA 



INDIAN JACANA. 


A HIGHLY elegant species, with the prevailing co- 
lour of its body black, brilliantly glossed with blue 
and violet reflections : its head and neck to the upper 
parts of its breast are of a brilliant bronzed-green 
colour : behind the eye is a dash of white : the quills 
are black: the wing-coverts yellowish or dirty lu- 
teous: the rump and tail are blood-red. Inhabits 
Brasil. 


INDIAN JACANA. 

(Parra Indica.) 

Pa. ceBmleo^nigricans, dor so alisque Juscis, super ciliis albis, ad 
rictum oris maculd rubrd. 

Dusky-blue Jacana with the back and wings brown, the eye- 
brows white, and a red spot near the gape. 

Parra Indica. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2. 765. 

Indian Jacana. Lath, Syn. Sup. 257. 

Beak yellow, with the base of its upper mandible 
dusky-blue*, and near the gape a spot of red: a white 
streak passes over the eye, and reaches some distance 
down the side of the neck : the head, neck, and upper 
parts of the body are de^ blue-black : the bade and 
wings are dirty ashy-brown ; as are the quills, but 
darker, with a tinge of violet: legs dirty yellowish- 
brown. Inhabits India ; and is a shy bird, frequent- 
ing stagnant lakes ; and building its nest upon float- 
ing materials, among weeds, near the banks. * 



AFItlCAN JACANA. 


(Parra Africaoa.) 

Pa. cinnamonea^ collo subtus alboy pectore Jlavescenle nigro vario, 
vitid per oculos collo postice remigibusque iiigris. 

Cinnamon Jacana with the neck beneath white, the breast yel- 
lowish varied with black, a stripe through the eyes, the neck 
behind and the quills black. 

Parra Africana. GmeL Syst, Nat, 1. 709. Lath, Ind, Orn. 2. 
764. 

African Jacana. Lath, Gen, Syn, 5. 246. pL 87. 

The disproportionate length of the toes of this 
species gives it a very remarkable appearance, by no 
means elegant: it is hgiircd by Latham, and de> 
scribed by him in the following words : “ Length 
nine inches and a half: beak dusky, of a pale brownish 
horn-colour at the tip : forehead bare : the upper 
parts of the plumage of a very pale cinnamon-colour : 
chin and throat white; breast of a tawny-yellow, 
mottled and barred on the sides of it and the neck 
with black ; the under parts from thence like the 
back, but darker : greater quills black : on the inner, 
part of the bend of the wing a short blunt spur : 
through the eye, passing to the hind part of the neck, 
quite to the back, bkek: legs greenish-black: toes 
and claws very long; hind claw an inch and a half 
in length. Inhabits Africa.” 



CHINESE JACANA. 


(Parra Sinensis.) 

Pa. cnstaneo^vmacea, capite collo anleriore icclriciba^quc. alartm 
albidis, collo postico liUesccnte, rcctricibus quatuor intermedih 
clo7igati5* 

Vinaceous-dicsiiut Jacana with the anterior part of the ncek 
and wing-eoverts whitish^ the posterior part of the neck yel- 
lowish, the four middle tail-feathers elongated. 

Parra Sinensis. GmrL Sj/st, Nat. 1. 709. Lath. hid. Oni. 2, 7C)A. 
Chinese Jacana. Lath. Gen. Si/n. o. 2d6. Lath. Sj/n. Sup, 25(i. 

pi. 1 17 . Lath. S^n. Sup. ii. 324. 

Le Jacana a longue (jiicue. Cuv. Reg. Anini. 1. 498. 

Yount., — Parra Lu/.oniensis. Gwel. S^jit. Nat, 1,709. Lath, 
Ltd. Orn, 2. 7C4. 

Le Chinirgien de Tlsle do Ln^on. Somicr, Voj/. S2. 
l.iizonian Jsicana. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5, 243. Lath. Syn., Sup. 
256. 

A vEnv pretty species ; and the adult bird is thus 
commemorated by Latham : “ Size of the Gold Phea- 
sant : length two feet : beak bluish : front of the head, 
cheeks, fore part and sides of the neck white ; hind 
part of the head black, descending in a line on each 
side of the neck to the breast : the back part of the 
neck, behind this, of a yellow buff-colour : between 
the neck and back gilded brown : all the under parts 
from the breast deep purple : b^k and scapulars 
reddish-brown : wing-coverts white : quills brown } 
the secondaries edged with white ; the ends of some 
of the primaries grow veiy narrow towards the tips, 
and end almost i»i a point; at the bend of the wing a 



870 


CHINESE JACANA. 


shorty sharp, horn>coloured spur: the (four) middle 
tail-feathers half the length of the bird, and shaped 
like those of the Gold Pheasant: (two) of them 
longer than the others, ending in a point ; the adjoin- 
ing one (on each side) less sharp at the end, and 
marked near the tip with an oval spot of white : legs 
green.” 

The young bird is also described, by the same cele- 
brated author, by the name of the Luzonian Jacana, 
from the Voyage of Sonnerat as follows : ” beak of 
a greyish-colour, straight, and a little enlai^ed at 
the end : top of the head deep brown : over the eye 
a stripe of white passing down on each side of the 
neck, and changing into pale yellow behind the eye : 
through the eye another stripe of an ash-colour ac- 
companies the first quite down to the wing : the back 
is brown : the under parts, from the chin to the vent, 
white, except a large spot of brown on the breast: 
at the bend of the wing is a sharp spur : the lesser 
wifig-coverts are white, the othei*s pale brown, tnms- 
versely barred with black ; the second quills white ; 
the- prime ones black; from the three last of these 
arise three naked shafts, two inches long, and enifinig. 
in a lance-shaped feathered point ; they spring 
the middle of the feather to which they- belong,'' tHh 
shaft appearing as divided, or branching into two /ijL 
that papt : the toes and cl^ws are vary liAtg, aaM m 
a;diQdcy black.' /v .■ ;..n‘ 

u Inhabits ChiB%^ India,! Janra, aiid the adjacent'chun- 
tnesAod islanda;. freqtentinglthe loW marshy borders.' 
ofthe sea and rivers. 
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CHAUNA. CHAUNA. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite brcvior, basi 
plumulis tectis, conico- 
convexum, subfomicatum, 
apice curvato. 

Vertex ^plex. 

Lora nudse. 

Ala calcaria dua armatse. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi; di- 
gilo postico apice solo in- 
^tens ; ungues posticis 
intermcdiisque fer^ reeds. 


Beah shorter than the head) 
its base clothed with small 
feathers, conico-oonvex, 
slightly arched, its dp 
curved. 

Crown ample. 

Lares naked. 

Wings armed with two spurs. 

Legs four-toed, cleft; the 
hinder toe resdng on its 
base alone; the hinder and 
intermediate claws nearly 
strught. 


CHAUNA. Illig., Car., Temm. 

PAREA. Linn., Qmel, Lath. 

OPISTOLOPHUS. VwU. 

genus greatly approaches to the. Screamer, 
from which, however, it may be at once distinguished 
by the absence of the corneous aj^ndage on 'the 
crown of/the head} and from the oedpiit being ornn* 
mented with an elevated crest, and the headl and 
upper part of the neck being clothed with down. 



FAITHFUL CHAUNA. 


(Cliaiina Chavaria.) 

Ch. corpoi'e supra Jiisco, collo abdomineque nigris, temporibus 
gulaque albis* 

Chauna with the body above brown, the neck and abdomen black, 
the temples and throat white. 

Parra Chavaria. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 260. Gmel. S^sl. Nat. I. 

700. Lath. Ltd. Orn. 2. 764. 

Faithful Jacana. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 246. 

Le Chaia du Paraguai. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 499. 

This appears to be a very rare bird ; at least, but 
few specimens have ever been brought to Europe. 
It is about the size of the dunghill Cock, but stands 
a foot and a half from the ground : its beak is conic, 
slightly bent, and of a dirty white colour ; at its base, 
on each side, is a red membrane, extending to the 
teihples in the middle of this the eyes are placed : 
its irides are brown: its occiput is adorned with 
about a dozen blackish feathers, forming an impend- 
ing crest three inches in length : • the rest of the 
neck is thickly covered with black down : under the 
beak and temples pure white : the body is brown : the 
wings and tail blackish, shaded with grey; the latter 
short : .the .legs are long, strong, and of a yellowish- 
red colour ; and its toes are so long as to entangle 
each other in walking. 

On the authority of Jacquin, Linnaeus gives the 
following history of this bird : It inhabits the rivers, 
lakes, and mai’shes, near the river Cinu, about thirty 
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leagues from Carthagena iii South America. It feeds 
on vegetables : its gait is solemn and slow ; but it 
flies easily and swiftly : it cannot run unless assisted 
by the wings at the same time. When any part of 
the skin is touched by the hand, a crackling is felt, 
though it is very downy beneath the feathers ; and 
this down adheres so closely as to enable the bird at 
times to swim, notwithstanding the length of its legs 
and of its cleft feet; which latter enable it also to 
walk on the aquatic plants of the pools. It has 
two strong and ^minted spurs on the bend of the 
wing, which are, however, hidden when the latter is 
closed, but when expanded they become formidable 
weapons, aided by the strong and lengthened wing ; 
and by means of them it is able to drive off birds as 
big as the Carrion Vulture, and even that bird itself. 
The natives, who keep poultry in great numbers, 
have one of these tame, which goes along with the 
flock about the neighbourhood to feed during the 
day, when this faithful shepherd defends them against 
birds of prey: it never deserts the^arge committed 
to its care, although able to fly, but returns home 
with them safe in the evening. It is so tame as to 
suffer itself to be handled by a grown person, but 
will not permit children to attempt the same. Its 
voice is clear and loud, but far from agreeable. 


V. Xll. l*. I. 
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CAIUAMA. CARIAMA. 


Generic Character. 


nostrum capite longior, basi ' 
rotundato^ et fasciculo plu- 
mis elongatis, rigidis, de- 
compositis, ornato, apice 
tumido, adiinco« 

Nares ovata-. 

Alas simplices. 

P^des tetradactyli ; digiti 
brevissimi, antcriorcs basi 
' membranulii connexi, poU 
lex a terra elevafl^ 


Beak longer than the head, 
its base rounded and orna- 
mented with a tuft of 
elongated, stiff, and de- 
composed feathers, the tip 
swollen, hooked. 

Nostrils oval. 

Wings simple. 

four-toed; theto^j? very 
short, the anterior ones 
connected by a small mem- 
brane at the base, the hin^ 
der toe elevated from the 
ground. 


CARIAMA. Ra^, Bri.ss., Ciiv. 
PALAMEDEA. Linn., Gniel., Lath. 
DICHOLOPHUS. IHig. 
MICRpDACTYLUS. Geoff. 
LOPHORHYNCHUS. Vieil. 


1 HIS genus has the beak->longer tand more hooked 
than in the two preceding genera, and the legs are 
long, and possess very short toes, which arc, more. 







CRESTED CARIAHA. 


275 

» 

over, ftimtshed with a membrane at the base: the 
hinder toe is elevated from the ground. In gcheral 
hd)it it approaches very nearly to the birds of prey, 
and also a little towards the Herons. There is but 
one speeies known, which is a native of South Arne- 
rica, and feeds upon lizards and insects. 


CRESTED CARIAMA. 

(Csriama cristata.) 

Ca. corporegue grUeit, rufo futcoque variis, alu nau- 

dAque Juqdt, 

Caiiama iHth the head, neck, and body grey, varied with red and 
brown, the wings and tail brown. 

Palamedea cristata. Linn, SpH. Nat. 1 . 232. Gmel. Sjftt. Nal. 

1. 016. Lath, fnd, Om. 2. 669. 

Cariaiia. .Jhits. Orn, 5. 516. BuJ^. Ow.7.325. Raii, Syfl.96. 
Ciested l^inuner. Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. 20. 

Ifli^rodadylus cristatos. Oeeff. Ann.du Mu*. £Hi*t. ffat. xiii. 

Native of South America, and%u^er than a 
Heron : its beak is yelIowish>brOwn : irides gold co* 
lour : on the forehead, at the base of the beak, is a 
tuft of black feathers, variegated with ash colour: the 
head, neck, and body are grey^ vs[ried with rufous 
and brovm ; the latter colour predominating on the 
wiagsjmd/tailt the'legsvaie doll' yellow : the claws 
brown, v:!. /yyt v, i 
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This species feeds upon lizards and insects, which 
it procures on the borders of forests and open placies, 
where it chiefly resides : it flies but seldom, and very 
badly: its yoice resembles that of a ypung Turkey, 
and is veiy strbng. Its flesk is much esteemed, and 
the bird is frequently domesticated. 
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PALAMEDEA. SCREAMER. 


Generic Character. 


Beak diorter than the head, 
its base dotfaed widi small 
feathers, coiiico^x>nvex, 
slightly arched, its tip 
hooked. 

Crown armed with a cylin- 
drical, stnught, acute horn. 
Nostrils ovate. 

Wings furnished with two 
spurs. 

Legs four-toed,, cleft; the 
hinder toe noting on its 
tip alone. 

PALAMEDEA. Lion., Chnel., Lath., &c. 

In many respects this |;eiias resembles the pre- 
ceding, but the heak alone possesses sufficient cha- 
racters of discrimination, as it is hot swollen at its tip, 
and the upper mandible is' sbniewhat arched : it is 
also further distinguished' by the singnlar corneous 
appendage on the forehead, which is moveable at the 
pleasure of the bird, and Iqr -the jnfwior length d^ the 


Rostrum capite brevior, basi 
plumulis tectis, conico- 
convexum, subfomicatum, 
apice adunoo. 

Vertex cornu, cylindrico, 
recto, acute, arinatus. 

Nares ovate. 

Ake calcaria dua instructs. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi ; dt- 
gito postico ajHce solo in- 
dstens. 



HORIifED SCREAMER. 


hinfler claw, as well as by the larger and more robust 
form of the only species yet known. 


HORNED SCREAMER. 


(Palantiei^Coirnuta.) 


Pa. carport ^gijpjtUe^aUiQ ittferiore Jetno- 
ribusque i^t, rostra 

Screamer wi^ a dusky ^j^gated white, the lower 
part of the abdomeu. iui^ '^^ihiigbs. and legs 


black. 

Palamedea corniita. 

1. 615. iMth. Ind. Orn, 2. 6i 





0meLSysU NaL 


Aiiliima. Briss. Orn. 5. 518. Raii, Syn, !)6. 

Le Kaniichi. Buff. Ois, 7. 335. pL 18. Buff, 
Citv, lleg. Aninu 1. 499. 

Hoi^necl Screamer. Lath* Gen, Syn, 5. 18. pi. 74. 


As large as a Turkey : its leiigth upwards of 
feet : its beak is black : from the crown of the head 
springs a slender horn of more than three inches in 
length, and pointed Rt Rndt irides golden: the 
plumage of the head, ^^k, ind upper part of the 
body is black ; that of the* head and neck edged with 
grey and downy : the under parts of the wings are 
pale rufous, which appears at the edges of them and 
on the shoulders when closed: at the bend of the 
wing are two strong, sharp, homy yellow spurs, the 
longest of which is upwards of an inch and a half in 
length : the belly, thighs, and vent are white : the 
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tail is black : the legs dusky. The sexes resemble 
each other. 

This is a rare species, and is found in Cayenne, 
Guiana, Brasil, and other parts of South America, 
residing in the marshes and wet savannas, chiefly in 
the neighbourhood of the sea. They are said by 
some authors to construct their nest of mud, in the 
shape of an oven, on the ground, but by others, to 
build it either amongst thickets at some distance from 
the ground, or amongst rushes: they lay two eggs 
the size of those of a goose : the young are brought 
up in the nest till able to provide for themselves : 
they are often eaten by the natives. They are never 
found alone, but always in pairs; and their fidelity is 
said to be such, that when one dies the other never 
departs from the carcass, but dies with its companion ! 
Their voice is extremely loud and harsh, and resem- 
bles the words vyhoo, vyhoo, according to Buffon. 
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CHIONIS. SHEATHBILL. 

Generic Character, 


Rostrum robustum, cras$um 9 
conico-convexuni, eom- 
pressum, mandibula su- 1 
periore supra va^n& mo- 
bili corned tecta. 

Nares parvse, vix ante va- 
ginam conspicuie. 

Facies nuda, papillosa. 

Alee subflexuva nodo obtuso 
inunitas. 

I^edes robusti, tetradactyli, 
parumper supri\ genua 
nudi ; diffito exteriore me- 
dio basi membran^ con- 
nexo. 

CHIONIS. Forster, Vieil. ' 

VAGINALIS. Giiiel,, Lath? 


Beedc strongs thick, slightly 
convex, compressed, the 
upper mandible covered 
with a moveable corneous 
sheath. 

Nostrils small, scarcely ap- 
pearing beyond the sheath. 

Face naked and papillated. 

Wings with a blunt knob at 
their bend. 

stout, four-toed, naked 
a little way above the knee; 
the outer toe connected by 
a membrane to the middle 
one. 


One spmM only is known of this extraordinary 
genus, and of its manners but littfe Iws been hitherto 
observed. In addition to the characten above given,; 
it may be; c^erved, that the remarkable appendage 
to' its beak is placed at its base, and covers , the 
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nostrils, except oh the fore part, and descends so low 
on each side of the beak as to hang over part of the 
under mandible ; it is moveable, and may be raised 
upwards, or depressed so as to lay flat on the beak 
itself. The tongue is also singular, being round 
{dmve, flat beneath, and pointed at the end. Tlie 
legs are very stout and short, resembling those of the 
Gallinacea* : the toes are edged with a thick mem- 
brane ; the hinder one is elevated from the ground ; 
and the claws are channelled beneath. 


WHITE SHEATHBILL. 

(Chionis Fursteri.) 

Cn.pennis toto niveo-albit. 

Sheathbill with the plumage entirely snowy-white. 

Vaginalis alba. Gmel. Sifit. Nat. 1 . 705. 

Vaginalis Chionis. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 774. 

White Sheathbill. lAdh. Gen. Spn. 5. 2S8.jd. 89. Penn. Gen. 
Sirdi,p.43. 

Varies in length from fifteen to eighteen inches : 
its beak is black at its base } its appendage or sheath 
yellowish and moveable : the papillse or warts on the 
face extend from the base of the beak beyond the 
eyes, which they surround; they ari» of a pale orange 
colour^ except a .larger one over the eye, which U 
brown, or bladcuh : the entire plumage is of a beau- 
tiftd snowy white : knob at the bend of the wings 
Uackiilh : legs hare a short distance above the knees. 



WHITE SHEATHBILL. 




and generally of a reddish colour (sometimes brown, 
white, or pale blue): claws black. The young birds 
want the papillae round the eyes, or have them very 
indistinct. 

This very singular and remarkable bird inhabits 
New Zealand, Kei^elen*s Land, Staaten Land, and 
other parts of the southern hemisphere, frequenting 
the sea shores in flocks, feeding on mollusca and car- 
rion, which latter makes their flesh highly offensive, 
though some persons pronounce it to be equal in 
flavour to that of the duck; while others could not 
venture to taste it, on account of its abominable 
offensive smell, even when pressed by hunger. 

It was discovered during the voyage of our cele- 
brated circumnavigator Cook. 
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Directions for placing the Plates to Vol. XII. 
Part II. 


The Vignette represents the New Holland Lobeduck, described 
in page 222. 
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ERRAtA. 


Pajje 37, line 20, \/?)r Beringii read Beeringii. 

— 4;*!,^ — 22,Jor Ansrh read Anskr, Becks- 

— 49, — 1, /or Berncle r^nrf Bernicck. 

— 114, — Hynchaspis y^ead Ritynchasp 

— 121, — 1 and \2^Ji}r Duck read Shovet.er. 

— HI, — 12,, /or Norfolk reoef Malden, in Erscx. 



BIRDS. 


ORDER 

NATATORES. 


Rostrum diversum. 

Pedes breves, in equilibrio, aut ad apicem ' corporis tnseriii tibi» 
ima plus minusve nudce $ digiti omnes, aut antici soli, toti vel 
semipalmatis ungues breves aut mediocres, compressi aut dc^ 
pressu 

Beak various. 

Legs short, inserted in the equilibrium, or at the tip of the bodf ; 
tibia more or less naked at the lower part ; toes, all, or the 
anterior only, entirely or half*webbed ; dam short, or mode- 
rate, compressed or depressed. 

All the Birds belonging to this order have their 
feet formed for swimming, and they are usually 
placed very backward on the body; in some genera 
at the extremity itself ; the tarsi are generally short 
and compressed, and the toes are more or less webbed; 
and in a few of the genera all of them are united by 
a membrane : in others, the anteriw toes alone are 
furnished with that appendage. Their plumage is 
generally very downy, thick; and glossy, and is mostly 
saturated with a%.oily matter, deposited on the fe»> 
thers, from two- lllands situated at the extrmity of 
V. XII, p. u.'*^ 1 
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NATATORES. 


the body, for the purpose of protecting the animals 
from the effects of the water, upon which they usually 
reside. Most of the species frequent the sea or its 
coasts : they feed on fish, their fry, insects, vermes, 
marine Crustacea, or mollusca. 

The Natatores may be readily arranged, in accord* 
ance with the quinary and circular distribution of 
animals, detected and so ably illustrated by the learned 
author of Horae Entomologicae, into the following 
groups or families, viz. 




behind the ^ 
equilibrium I 


plightly com- 




of the body; jj 1 greatly com 
•wings short : ^ ^ pressed : 


ini or near, the'j I membrane 


fallunitcdbya^ 


equilibrium; 

longrj’* ' 


^ Wings 


rior only 
I united 


leO fsi] 


. CoLYMBID^. 
Alcadjb. 

. Pelecanida. 
mple : Larida. 
dentated: Anatidas. 


The above arrangement of the two great divisions, 
which may be termed tribes, is apparently consonant 
to nature, and the circle returns into itself by means 
of certain Ducks that approximate in their structure 
towards the Divers. The birds of the first tribe are 
almost exclusively pelagic, and use their short wings as 
fins in swimming or diving, at which they are very expert: 
those of the second gradually recede from the typical 
form, become less pelagic, more capable of walking, 
from the forward position of their legs, and possess 
^ater powers of ffight \ while, on the other hand, 
these fiu;ulties gradually lost as we pass on through 
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the last family, the terminal genera of vrhich affect 
more pelagic situations, walk and fly awkwardly, but 
dive admirably. 

As it is not intended to enter into a discussion of 
the merits of the above system, the truth of which 
there can be no reason to doubt, w/ien properly 
investigated, I shall proceed to the description of the 
species of family which more immediately con- 
nects itself with the preceding order. 


ANATIDiE. 

The birds of this family have the beak very stout 
and covered with a soft membranous skin; its edge 
is either armed with laminae, or with small denticula- 
tions : it is more or less depressed, and its base is often 
furnished with a fleshy protuberance : towards the tip 
it is depressed, rounded, and obtuse; the tip itself 
armed with a nail. The nostrils are near the surface of 
the beak, at some distance from the base, oval, and half 
closed by a flat membrane, which covers the nasal 
channel. The legs are short, naked a little above 
the knee, and placed deeply in the abdomen: the 
toes are four in number, of which three are placed 
forwards and webbed; the hinder one is free, and 
placed higher up on the tarsi than the others, and u 
in some genera furnished with a lobated appendage. 
The wings are of medial length. The structure of 
the trachea is very extraordinary in several of the 
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genera, which will be pointed out in the description 
of the species as they come in rotation; it need only 
be remarked here that the male usually furnishes us 
with such construction : which is simple in the two 
first stirpes of this family, as subsequently divided, 
and, more or less, complex in the remaining three. It 
may, nevertheless, be added, that those Ducks with 
a simple hind toe possess a less complicated structure 
of this organ than the Mergansers, or the Diving 
Ducks with shoii; wings ; and that, as far as expe- 
rience teaches us, the variations of form to which this 
part is subject are consistent with the habits of the 
birds to which it appertains. 

The greater portion of the species prefer the fresh 
.water of lakes and rivers; others, and more especially 
those that are furnished with the lobated hind toe, 
affect brackish water and the sea-coasts. They usually 
swim with great facility and much grace, many of 
them plunging their heads under water, when search- 
ing for their prey, while others submerge their entire 
body at such times, and continue for a long period 
beneath the surface of the water : they walk in a va- 
cillating and embarrassed manner, those (as before 
observed) with the lobated hind toe walking most 
awkwardly, from having their legs placed more back- 
ward on the body. These birds moult twice in the 
year, and their feathers are of great utility to man, 
as is the flesh of many of the species : their usual 
subsistence consists of fishes, insects, vermes, mol- 
lUfca, vegetables, and seeds. 

There appear, as usual in all extensive groups 
to be five types of form (which may be denominated 
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stirpes) among the birds of this family; the first com- 
prising the Swans and Geese ; the second, the sin- 
gular New Holland genus Cereopsis of Latham ; the 
third, the true Ducks ; the fourth, the Mergansers ; 
and the last, those Ducks with short wings and a lobatcd 
hind toe. As I have not had an opportunity of ex- 
amining many specimens, and have been compelled, 
from the lamentable want of any public or other exten- 
sive zoological collection in this country, to confine my 
observations to the descriptions of Latham and others, 
who, in most instances, describe only the feathers of 
birds, I do not give the above as a perfect natural 
distribution of this family, but as an approximation 
thereto ; my chief object being to stimulate others, 
who have not only better opportunities and more 
leisure to investigate the subject and lay their ob- 
servations before the public, but are at the same time 
zealous in promoting the cause of science, and in con- 
tributing towards the increase of our oiiiithological 
knowledge. 


STIRPS 1. 

Rostrum bast altnU qmm latum: tarsi dongati; tneheu simjdex. 
Beak higher than broad at the base ; tarsi elongated j trachea 
simple. 
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PLECTllOPTERUS. PLECTIlbPTERUS. 


generic Character. 


Rostrum $ubcylw||i;j|(;wn, 11 Beak subcylindric, furnished 


basi tub^^lo 
structuiB^^l w pa fa ^^ 


turn, 
Nares in 


p.'«i.^ith ® fleshy tubercle at its 
its sides dentated 
t, obtuse. 

in the middle 


Aloe calcatia dua arm; 
CcMum breve. 

Pedes tetradactyli; digUi an- 
teriores toti palmati 
amplex. 



Legs ‘ 


rior toes entirely vi 
the hinder toe simple. 


PLECTKOPTERUS. Leach MSS. 

ANAS. Linn., Gmel., Lath., &c. 

ANSER. Penn. 

CYGNUS. Cuvier. 

Cuvier says of this genus that It differs from the 
true Swans by its form, the height of its legs, and by 
the tubercle which it bears on the beak ; to which he 
adds, that the bend of the wing is armed with two 
strong spurs. There are but two species known j and 
of their manners we are ignorant. 




‘Gambia PLBCTaopTKRW. 
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GAMBIA PLECTROPTERUS. 

(Plectropterus Gambensis.) 

Pl. corpore nigro, subtus attot dorso purpuratcatle', rostra pedi- 
iusqae rubris. 

Plectropterus with the body black, beneath white, the back pur* 
plish, the beak and legs red. 

Anas Gambensis. Linn. Spst.Nal. 1. 195. Gmel, Syst.Nat, 1. 

503. Rati, Spn. 138. LsUh. Ind. Om. 2. 839. 

L’Oie dc Gambie. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 530. 

Spur*winged Goose. Lath. Gen. Sgn. 6.^ 452.pl. 102. 

Size of the Wild Goose : its beak is upwards of 
two inches long, and red : the cheeks and chin are 
white : the neck, sides of the breast, the back, rump, 
and tail black, with a purple gloss on the back : the 
outer wing'Coverts, inner ridge and bend of the wing, 
the middle of the breast, and all the under parts 
white: the spurs of the wing hom-coloured ; the 
rest of the wing purplish-black : the legs red. In- 
habits Gambia and other parts of Afnca. 

The specimen from whence theaccompanying figure 
was taken is d^parently a young bird, as Cuvier rays 
that this species has two spurs on the bend of the 
wing, and a large knob at the base of the beak. 



BLACK-BACKED FLECTROPTERUS. 


(Plectropterus melanotos.) 

Pl. corpore albo, capite collogue nigra maculaiis, dorso alis cau* 
dAgue nigris. 

Plectropterus with the body white, the head and neck spotted 
with black, the back and wings black, 

Anser melanotos. ZooL Ind. 21. pL 11. 

Anas melanotos. GmeL Sysl* Nat 1 . 503. Lath. Ind. Om, 2* 
839. 

L*Oic bronz6e de Coromandel. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 77. 

Buf. Pl. Enl 937. * 

Black-backed Goose. Laih. Gen. Syn. 6. 449* Lath. Syn, Sup. 
272. 

Size of the last : length two feet nine inches': 
beak pale : the head and half the neck white, spotted 
and slightly streaked with black : the rest of the neck 
andjthe under parts of the plumage are white, with the 
sides tinged with grey : the back, wings, and tail arc 
black, glossed with green and purplish reflections, par- 
ticularly in the male : the legs are dusky. Common 
in the island of Ceylon, and the coast of Coromandel, 
and also in the vicinity of the Ganges. 
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CYGNUS. SWAN. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum basi tubcrculo ear- 
neo tumido instructuni, 
supra subcylindticum, ]a> 
minato-dcntatum, obtu- 
sum; mandibuU superiore 
unguiculata ct ad apiccm 
incurvatn, inferiore plan-^. 

Nares in medio rostri sits. 

CoUum longissimum. 

Pedes ex equilibrio corporis 
posite, tctradactyli; diffiti 
anteriorcs tou palmati ; 
poUeo! simplex. 


Be(dc furnished mth a tumid 
fleshy tubercle at its base, 
above subcylindric lami- 
nato>dcntate, obtuse; the 
upper mandible hooked 
and incurved at its tip; the 
lower flat. 

Nostrils placed in the middle 
of the beak. 

Neck very long. , 

Legs placed out of the equi- 
librium of the body ; four- 
toed ; the anterior toes en- 
tirely webbed; the hinder 
toe ample. 


CYGNUS. Ray, Briss., Cuv. 
ANAS. Liau., Gmel., Lath. 


Swans are well known from their superior size, 
being generally the largest birds of this family: their 
beak is as broad towards the tip as at its base, which 
is usually higher than broad ; the nostrils are placed 
near the middle of the beak, and the neck is greatly 
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WHISTLING SWAN. 


elongated. They subsist chiefly on seeds, roots, and 
aquatic plants. Their manners are graceful and 
elegant, and they form a principal ornament in many 
of our parks and rivers. 


WHISTLING SWAN. 

(Cjrgnus fcnis.) 

Cy. rostro semicylindrico atro, cerd Jlavdy corpore albo, 

Si^an with a semicylindric dark-colourcd beak^ yellow cere^ and 
white body. 

Cygnus ferus. Rail, Syn. 136..^. Briss. Orn. 6. 292. f/. 28. 
Anas Cygnus (ferus). Linn, Syst^Nat 1. 194. 

Anas Cygnus. Gmel, SyH. Nat, 1. 501* Lath Ind, Orn, 2. 833. 
Cygne sauvage. Buff, Hist. Nat, Ois, 9. 3, Biff, PI, Enl, 
Cygne k bee jaune^ ou saurage. Temm, man, d'Orn, 522. Id, 
2 Ed^. ii. 828. 

Le Cigne k bee noire. Cuv. Reg, Anim, 1. 529. 

Wild Swan. Penn, Brit, Zool, 2. 264. Edw, Glean, pi. 150. 
Whistling Swan. Penn, Arct, Zool, 2, 469. Lath, Gen. Syn. 
6. 433. Lath, Syn, Sup. 272. Syn. Sup, ii. 341. Lew, Brit, 
Birds, 6. pi. 236. Wale, Syn. 1. pi. 55. Mont, Orn, Diet, 
1. and Sup, Bew, Brit, Birds, 2. 272. Linn, Trans. 10. 
105. \2.f, i2. {traeheai!jf Bingl, Anim, Biog. ii. 319. 

The Wjustling Swaif .|^ nearly five feet in length: 
its beak is black, im^^ed^ft its by a yellow cere, 
w)uch is continued backl||^^|^ surrounds the 
4gces : the irides are brown : iliHpuii plumage is of 
a perfect wbi^ except ihe liaad^^l iriq^’^^t^ 
very slightly shaded with yellowish: the legs are 
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black. The female merely differs in being somewhat 
smaller. The young have all the plumage of a clear 
grey : the fore part of the beak of a dull black : the 
cere and the naked skin round the eyes of a livid 
flesh colour: the legs of a reddish-grey : at the second 
moult the plumage becomes mottled with white. 

The sternum of this bird is laige and hollow ; the 
arterial trachea forms two circumvolutions previous 
to its entrance therein. 

Wild Swans inhabit the regions of the Arctic Circle, 
and scarcely appear southward, except in severe win- 
ters, when they are sometimes found in Holland, 
France, and in this country, but more rarely in the 
interior of the Continent. They are, however, oflien 
observed in great numbers in some of the Western 
Islands about October, where they remain till March, 
retiring northward to breed, though a few continue 
in the Orkneys, and breed in the fresh water lochs. 
The female lays from five to seven eggs, of an olive- 
green or whitish colour, placed in a nest composed of 
withered leaves and stalks of reeds and rushes : she 
is said to sit upon them six weeks before they are 
hatched : both sexes are very attentive to their young, 
and will suffer no enemy to approach them. 

Much has been said of the singing of the Swan, 
and many beautiful and poetical descriptions have 
been given of its dying song : no fiction of natural 
history, no fidile of antiquity, was efver more cele- 
brated, oftena or better received : it oeeu- 

ped the soft inu^piuttion of poets^ otalon, 

and even ef philoioidimi who a^ted it as a truth 
too pleasing to be doubted. The truth, however, is 
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M’lllSTLING SWAN. 


very different from such amiable and affecting fables, 
for the voice of this bird is very loud, shrill, and 
harsh, resembling the sound whoogh, ’whoogh, or the 
disagreeable tone of a clarionet when blown by a 
novice. When high in the air, and modulated by 
the winds, however, the notes of an assemblage of 
them arc not unpleasant. The Icelanders compare it 
to the notes of the violin : they hear it at the end of 
their long and gloomy winter, when the return of 
the Swan announces also the return of summer; 
every sound, therefore, must be to them melodious 
which presages a speedy thaw, and a release from their 
tedious confinement. 

Equally absurd stories have also been invented and 
often repeated of the great strength of the wing of 
these birds, and how dangerous it is to approach their 
nests, as a blow from the wing, it is asserted, will 
break a man’s thigh. “ It is high time,” Montagu 
says, ** such absurdities should be erased in this phi- 
losophlc age, and that the mind of man should reason 
before he continues to relate such accounts, only cal- 
culated to frighten children. Let the bones of the 
wing of the Swan be examined, and compared with 
the thigh of a man, or even of his arm, and it will 
be evident that it would be as impossible for a Swan 
to break a man’s arms as it would be to break his 
head with a reed. The bone of a man’s arm would 
bear a pressure fifty times as great as the bone of a 
Svyvn’s wing ; how, then, is the inferior in size and 
strength to break 4he superior without, at least, being 
itself fractured ? It should also be recollected, that 
a bird is incapable of striking with any degree of 
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force while all his quill-feathers are perfect, the re- 
sistance of the air against such a surface being too 
great to allow of its moving with sufficient velocity to 
inflict any sensible pain.” 

Swans are very active, and in Iceland they are an 
object of chase. In the month of August they lose 
their feathers to such a degree as to be incapable of 
flying. The natives, at that season, resort in great 
numbers to the places where they most abound, and 
are accompanied witli dogs, and active, strong horses, 
trained to the sport, and capable of passing nimbly 
over the boggy soil and marshes : the greater number 
of the birds are caught by the dogs, which arc taught 
to seize them by the neck, a mode of attack that 
causes them to lose their balance, and become an 
easy prey. When in full plumage. Swans are so ex- 
tremely swift on the wing as to make them more 
difficult to shoot than almost any other birds; it 
being frequently necessaiy to aim ten or a dozen feet 
before their beaks ; when flying before the wind in a 
brisk gale, they are said to proceed at a rate of nearly 
a hundred miles an hour! but when flying across 
the wind or against it, they are not able to make any 
great progress. 

These birds are highly useful to man, their flesh 
and eggs being greatly esteemed by the natives of 
the northern regions of Asia and America: their 
skins are also prepared with the down on, sewn to- 
gether, and made into various garments: the down 
is also preserved; and forms an article of commerce 
which is in great demand in this and various other 
European countries. 
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They bear confinement well, and will soon become 
very docile, as shown by the following anecdote from 
Montagu, respecting a female of this species which 
was shot near Bridgewater in 1805. “ This beau- 
tiful and docile bird is now alive (1813), and in high 
health, living with many other sorts of Ducks in the 
greatest harmony. Towards the spring she becomes 
more clamorous, and impatient of confinement ; but 
at all times will approach those persons in the habit 
of feeding her, and will take food from the hand, at 
the same time uttering those plaintive and harmo- 
nious notes for which the species have been remark- 
able, and which are attended with a singular jerk 
of the head. She usually carries her neck straight 
and erect, either upon the water, or when stationary 
onland ; but in walking, the head is lowered, and the 
neck reclining over the back. In the season of love 
she frequently flaps along the surface of the water, 
aA4 would undoubtedly fly, if the precaution of an- 
nually cutting the feathers of one wing was omitted. 
Her nature is gentle, timid, and sociable^ will follow 
those with whom she is acquainted from one side of 
the menagerie to the other, especially ladies of the 
family dressed in white ; is often turned out of her 
course by a pugnacious male Shieldrake, and acta 
only offensively when food is the object, and then 
Only where resentment is not expected. She eats 
but little grass bn land, but will devour aquatic plants 
^ occasionally ; barley, however, is her principal food } 
and she never attempts to touch bread, which is 
sometimes thrown to other birds; nor will she devour 
small fish.** 
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MUTE SWAN. 

(Cyguus olor.) 

Cy. rostro rubro^ bad tuberculo carnoso nigroy corpore toto albo. 
Swan with a red beak, its base with a ileshy, black tubercle, the 
body entirely white. 

Anas Cygnus (mansuetus). Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 194. Itaii, 
S^n. 136. A. Sriss. Orn. 6. 288. 

Anas olor. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 501. Lath. hid. Orn. 2. 834. 
Le Cygne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 3./?/. 1. Buff. PI.* Uni. 
913. 

Cygne tubercnl6, ou domostique. Temm. man. d*Orn. 523. Id. 
2 Edit. ii. 830. 

Lc Cygne a bee rouge. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 528. 

Tame Swan. Alb. Birds, 3. pi. 96. Edw. Glean, pi. 150. Penn. 
Brit. Zool. 2. 265.^/. 60. 

Mute Swan. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 470. Lath. Gen. Syn* 6. 436. 
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 342. Bexio. Brit. Birds, 2. 277. 

Rather less than the fonner: its beak is red, with 
the exception of the edges of the mandibles, the hook, 
the nostrils, the protuberance, and the space round 
the eyes, which are deep black : the irides are brown : 
the entire plumage is of a;^ure unsullied white : the 
legs are black, slightly shaded with reddish. The 
female is smaller, the rostral protuberance is less, and 
the neck more . J?he young of the year are 

of an a8hv-br ffli| ^M^^he beak imd the legs of a 
lead colour beak becomes 

yellowish, and the plum^^^^^ed with white and 
grey ; in the third yei^l^^^mage becomes per. 
fectly white. There is notlpy rmnarludde particu- 
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larity in the form of the trachea of this species, 
whiciv passes straight into the lungs. 

The tame Swan is found, in its wild state, in the 
great seas of the interior of the eastern countries of 
Europe and of Asia ; and domesticated, it occurs in 
almost every European country. In the river Thames 
they are in great plenty, where they arc royal pro- 
perty, and it is felony to steal their eggs. At Ab- 
botsbury, in Dorsetshire, there was formerly a noble 
swannery, the property of the Earl of Ilchester, where 
six pr seven hundred birds were kept ; but of late 
years this collection has been much dimin is hed. In 
former times, and previously to the dissolution of 
monasteries, they frequently amounted to more than 
double the number. 

Swans are supposed to live to a great age, but no 
satisfactory evidence has yet been brought forward to 
prove theassertion: theyarestrongand active birds, and 
will swim faster than a man can walk ; and while their 
young are incapable of protecting themselves, they arc 
at times extremely fierce, and have been known to 
throw down and trample upon youths of fifteen or six- 
teen years of age. It is related that a female, while in 
the act of sitting, observed a fox swimming towards her 
from the opposite shore ; she instantly darted into 
the water, and having kept him at bay for a con- 
siderable time with her wings, at last succeeded in 
drowning him ; after which, in the sight of several 
persons, she returned in triumph. 

They make their nest of grass, among reeds ; and 
in February begin to lay, depositing a white egg 
every other day till there are six or eight : they are 
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hatched in about seven or eight weeks. The young 
do not acquire their full plumage till the second 
year: during this period they are called cygnets, 
and in former times were much esteemed as food, 
though at present they are not in so much demand, 
although they are sometimes fattened for the table, 
and sold commonly for a guinea each, and sometimes 
for more. The flesh of the old birds is very hard 
and ill tasted. 

Nothing can exceed the graceful and elegant ap- 
pearance of tliesc birds when gently sailing along on 
the glassy surface of the water, throwing themselves 
into the proudest attitudes imaginable before the 
spectators ; but wluni kept out of the water and con- 
fined in a court-yard, they become dispirited, dirty, 
and awkward in their movements. 


hlack-necked swan. 

(Cygnus iiigricollis.) 

Cy. capite coUoque nigrh, corpore albo, rostra ruhro. 

Swan with the head and neck black, the body white, the beak red. 
Anas nigricollis. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1. .502. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
834.. 

Anas inelaDocephalus. Gntel. Syst. Nat. 1. 502. 

Black-necked Swan. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 438. Lath. Syn, Sup. 
ii. 344. 

But little is known of this species, which in every 
respect appears to resemble the preceding bird, except 

V. XII. P. II. 2 
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BLACK SWAN. 


in having its beak red, the plumage of the head and 
neck of a velvet black, and its legs flesh-coloured. 

It inhabits various parts of South America, but is 
most numerous among the Falkland Islands and the 
Straits of Magellan. 


BLACK SWAN. 


(Cygniis atratus.) 

Cy. rostro ruhesccnie, corporc alro^ mnr^we alarum albo* 

Swan witli a re<ldisli beak, dark-colou red body, with the margin 
of the wing white. 

Ana8 atrata. Jud, Orn. 2. 8.'M. 

Lc Cigno noir. Ciiw Anhu, I. .V2(). 

Anas plutonia. S/iaiv, Nat, Af/sc. pL 108. 

Black Swan, hath, Gen. Si/n. Sup. ii. 34,’3. 

Nkauly the size of the Tame Swan: extent of 
wing, from the tip of one to that of the other, four 
feet eight inches : its beak is large and red, with 
its tip palest : at the base of its upper mandible, near 
the nostrils, is a bifid protuberance ; its under man- 
dible is red on the sides and white beneath : the 
irides are red : the prevailing colour of the plumage 
is of a deep black, with all the primary quills, the 
greater part of the secondaries, and part of the wing- 
coverts white : the belly and thighs are cinereous : 
the legs brownish flesh-colour. The female is desti- 
tute of the basal protuberance on the beak. 

Iliis bird inhabits various parts of New Holland, 
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and is said to fiy in small flocks of eight or nine 
each : its habits are but little known ; but in a do- 
mesticated state their food is similar to that of the com- 
mon species. It is frequently kept as an ornament 
in parks in this country, and several arc on the estate 
of Lord Cowper at Panshanger, near Hertford. Its 
notes arc represented as being particularly sweet and 
melodious, though not of long continuance. 


CANADA SWAN. 

(Cygims Canadensis.) 

Cy. cincrea, capite colloque nigrh^ genis gulatjitc albis, 
Asli-colourcd Swan with the head and iiecK black, the cheeks and 
throat white. 

Anas Canadensis. Lhni. Sijst, Nat, 1. 11)8. Gmel. Sijst, Nat. 
1.514. Briss, Orn, 6. 272. pL 26. Jlaii, Syn, 3!). Lath. Ind, 
Orn. 2. 838. 

L'Oie a cravatc. Baff. Hist. Nat, Ois. 9 . 82. Bujf, PI. ICnl, 
346. 

Canada Goose. Penn, Jrct, Zool. 2. 471 • Cates. Carol, 1 . pi. 92. 
JSrfw. Glean, pi, 151. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6.450. Bew. Brit, 
Birds, 2. 283. fVils. Amcr, Orn. v. 8. p. 53. pi. Ixvii.yi 4. 

This species is in length three feet, and‘ extends 
five feet two inches : the beak is black : the irides 
dark hazel; the upper part of the neck black, marked 
on the chin and lower part of the head with a large 
patch of white : lower part of the neck before white : 
back and wing-coverts brown, each feather tipped 
with whitish : rump and tail black : tail-coverts and 
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vent white : primaries black, rcacliing to tlie extre- 
mity of the tail : sides pale ashy-brown : legs and 
feet dusky-ash. Both sexes resemble each other. 

Common in a wild state in most parts of North 
America, and also in some of the northern regions of 
Jiluropc, blit domesticated in the southern. They 
appear in the United States of America during their 
autumnal and vernal migrations in great numbers : 
their first arrival on the coast of New Jersey is in 
October, and if ahundant arc said to be a sure pro- 
gnostic of severe weather; some continue all the win- 
ter, and frequent the shallow bays and marshy islands ; 
their priiicqial food being the broad tender green 
leaves of a marine plant, and also the roots of the 
sedge ; they occasionally frequent the inlets for gravel. 
They swim well, and if a wing he broken, dive and 
go a great way under water. 'I'heir (light is heavy 
and laborious, generally in a straight line, or in two 
lines approximating to a point, in the form of the 
letter V ; in both cases the van is led by an old 
gander, who every now and then utters his cry, 
which is returned by another of the party. Their 
course is in a straight line, wdth tJie exception of the 
undulations in their flight. Pennant gives the fol- 
lowing interesting account of the method of taking 
them in Hudson’s Bay : “ The English of Hudson’s 
Bay depend greatly on Geese, of these and other 
kinds, for their support, and in favourable years kill 
three or four thousand, which they salt and barrel. 
Their amval is impatiently attended ; it is the har- 
binger of the spring, and the month named by the 
Indians the goose-moon. They appear usually at 
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our settlements in numbers ubuiit St. Georj^e’s clay, 
O. S. ami rty northward to nestle in security. They 
prefer islamls to tlie continent, as further from the 
haunts of men. I'he English send out tlieir ser- 
vants, as well as Indians, to shoot these birds 0!i 
their passage. It is in vain to pursue tlieni ; tliey 
therefore form a row of huts made of boughs, at 
musket-shot distance from each otlicr, and j)lace them 
in a line across the vast marshes of the country. Each 
hovel, or, as they are called, stand, is occupied by 
only a single person : these attend the flight of the 
birds, and, on their approach, mimic their cackle so 
well, that the Geese will answer, and wheel and 
come nearer the stand. 'I’he sportsnuni keeps mo- 
tionless, and on his knees, with his gnu cocked the 
whole fime, and never fires till he has seen the eyes 
of the Geese : he fires as they are going from him, 
and picks up another gnu that lies by him, and dis- 
charges that. The Geesc*which he has killed he sets 
up on sticks, as if alive, to decoy otliers ; he also 
makes artificial birds for the same purpose. In a 
good day (for they fly in very uncertain and unetpial 
numbers) a single India»i will kill two hundred. Not- 
withstanding every species of CJoosc has a diflerent 
call, yet the Indians are admirable in their imitation 
of every one. The autumnal flight lasts fitnn the 
middle of August to the middle of October ; those 
which arc taken in this season, when the frosts begin, 
are preserved in their feathers, and left to be frozen 
for the fresh provisions of the winter stock. The fea- 
thers constitute an article of comnierce, and are sent 
to England.” 
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Wounded birds have frequently been completely 
domesticated, and readily pair with the tame grey 
Geese : the offspring are said to be larger than either, 
but the characteristic marks of the wild bird still pre- 
dominate. On the approach of every spring, how- 
ever, they discover symptoms of great uneasiness, 
frequently looking up into the air, and attempting to 
go off: some whose wings have been cut have tra- 
velled on foot in a northern direction, and have been 
found at the distance of several miles from home ; 
others have actually succeeded in mounting into the 
higher regions of the air, and joined a passing party 
to the north ; and Wilson relates an anecdote of one 
that had been caught alive in the autumn, which, 
upon the reproduction of its quill-feathers in the fol- 
lowing spring, actually joined a party sojoliming 
northward, and returned to its owner in the succeed- 
ing autumn, accompanied by two companions. 


CHINESE SWAN. 

(Cygiius siDcnsis.) 

Cy. griseo-albuSf supra griseo'^uscescens, pedibus longioribus. 
Grey-white Swan abo?e grey-brown, with the legs long. 

Anas cyguoides. Unn. Syst. Nat. 1. 194. Gmel. Syst. Nat. I. 

502. Lath^'Ind. Om. 2. 838. 

Anser Gumeensis. Briss* Orn. 6 . 280. Raii, Syn. 138. 

L'Oie de Guiiiee. Hist. Nat. Ois, 9. 72. pi. 3. Buff. PI. 

Enl. 347. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 529. 

Chinese Goose. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 57 1 . Lath. Gen. Syn, 6. 447. 
Swan Goose. Betv. Brit. Birds, 2. 281. 
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Upwards of three feet in length, and intermediate 
in size between the Domestic Swan and the Common 
Goose : it lias a large knob at the base of the upper 
mandible of the beak, and a nearly naked skin, hang- 
ing down like a pouch, or wattle, under the throat : 
a white line extends from the comers of the mouth 
over the forehead : the base of the beak is orange : 
irides reddish-brown : on the hinder part of the neck, 
from the head to the back, runs a dark brown or 
blackish stripe ; the fore part of the neck and the 
breast are yellowish-brown: the back, and all the 
upper parts arc brownish-grey, edged with a lighter 
colour : the sides and the feathers which clothe the 
thighs, arc nearly similar in colour to that of the 
back, and edged with white : the belly is white : the 
legs orange. This species varies much in the colour 
of its plumage, beak, and legs, and the female is 
usually smaller than the male : she has the head, 
neck, and breast fulvous, paler on the upper part : 
the back, wings, and tail dull brown, with pale edges ; 
the belly white; knob on the beak smaller than in 
the male. 

Said to have been brought originally from Guinea, 
and to be common about the Lake Baikal in Siberia, 
and in Kamtschatka. They are now pretty generally 
diffused over the European continent in a domesti- 
cated state, and are said to be more noisy than the 
Common Goose, sounding the alarm by their hoarse 
cacklings and loud shrill cries. They will breed, it 
is asserted, with the Common Goose, and their off- 
spring are as prolific as those of any other kind ! 



ANSER. GOOSE. 


G meric Character. 


Rostrum capite aequalis^ sub- 
conicum, rectum, apice ro- 
tundato, marginibus la- 
minato-dentatis ; mandi- 
bulS. superiore curvata, 
apice unguiculatri, itife- 
riore plana. 

Nares ad basin rostri sitas. 

Cdlum mediocre. 

Alee sinipliccs. 

Pedes in eejuilibrio corporis 
insertse, tetradactyli ; rfi- 
giii anteriorcs toti pal- 
mati, pollex liber; tarsi 
elongati. 


Beale as long as the head, 
rather conic, straight, the 
tip rounded, the margins 
laminato-dentated; the up- 
per mandible curved, its 
tip hooked, the lower flat. 

Nostrils placed near the base 
of the beak. 

Neck rather short. 

Wings simple. 

Legs inserted in the equili- 
brium of the body, four- 
toed ; the anterior toes 
united by a membrane, the 
hinder one free; the tarsi 
elongated. 


ANSER. Briss., Cuv. 

ANAS. Linn., Gmcl., Lath. 

Geese are distinguished from the birds of the 
former genus by the absence of the cameous ap- 
pendage at the base of the beak ; in liaving the beak 
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itself as long as the head, straighter before than be- 
hind ; the tips of the lainelhe, with which its edges 
arc adorned, appear like pointed teeth : they have 
the legs planted in the ecpiiiibrium of the body, and 
their tarsi are elongated. They live in meadows and 
marshes, swim but little, and never dive : their food 
consists principally of vegetable materials: during 
their flight they usually proceed in the form of an 
angle. 


WIllTE-lUONTEU GOOSE. 

(Aiiscr albifrons.) 

An. cincrca^ fronle albcu 

Ash -coloured Goose with the forehead white. 

Anas albifrons. GmcL Sji/.st, Nat. 1. JOiK Lath. Ltd, Oni, 2. 
M2. 

Anscr septcutrionalis sylvc*stris. Jhiss. Orn. (i. 

L*Oie ricusc. Buff. Ifist, Nat. 1). 81. Cuv. Anim, 1. 531. 

Team. 7}tan. d*()rn. .VJI). Id, 2 Edit, ii. 821. 
LaiighingGoo.se. EdxK\ Glcau, pL 

White-fronted Goose. Penn. Bril. ZooL 2. 20H. pi, f, 1. 
{head.) Penn, A ret. Zool, 2. d/d. Lath. Gen. Sijn. d. IG.'L 
Lexv, Brit. Birds, C). pi. 2‘I0. JValc, Si/n, 1. pi, d4. Don. 
Brit. Birds, .0. 102. Monl. Orn. Diet. 1. Bexv. Brit, 

Birds, 2. 305. 

Under thirty inches in length : the beak, space 
round the eyes, and the legs of an orange-yellow : 
the hook of the beak whitish : the iridcs brown : on 
the forehead is a large white space : under the throat 
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is also a white space, surrounded by a band of blackish - 
brown feathers : the rest of the head and neck are of 
an ashy-brown : the feathers of the back, the scapu- 
lars, the wing-coverts, and the sides of the body are 
dull brown, tipped with reddish-brown : the quills 
are black ; the secondaries are tipped with white : 
the breast and belly are whitish, varied with several 
black feathers. The female is less, the white on the 
forehead is less extended, and all the colours are 
more clear. 

Inhabits the marshes and heaths of the Arctic 
Circle, where it breeds : it visits the marshes of Hol- 
land in the autumn, and the fens of this country in 
the winter in small flocks, especially in severe weather : 
it also frequents Germany, the interior of France, 
Siberia, Russia, and parts of North America in the 
vicinity of Hudson’s Bay, where it was found by Cap- 
tain Franklin during his disastrous journey towards 
the Arctic Sea. Its eggs are not known, as it breeds 
too' far north, and out of the reach of observation. 


BEAN GOOSE. 

(Anscr segctuin.) 

An. cinereo-fusca subtus albida, alls griseis, teclricibus majoribus 
remigibusque secundariis apice albis, rostra nigro fascid au- 
rantUL. 

Ashy-brown Goose beneath whitish, with the wings grey, the 
greater coverts and secondary quills white at the tips, the beak 
black, with an orange fascia. 
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Anas scgetum. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 512. Lath. Ind. Orn.2.&-i3. 
Anscr sylvcstris. Briss. Oni. 6. 265. 

L’Oie sauragc. Stiff". Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 30 ? Bi^. PL Enl. 985 ? 

Temm. man. d’Orn. 527. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 820. 

Wild Goose. Albin. Birds, X.'pl. 90. 

Bean Goose. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 267. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 

472. Lath. Gen. Syn. G. mi. Lew. Bril. Birds, 6. pi. 239. 

Wale. Spn. 1. pi. 65. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup. Betv. 

Bril. Birds, 2. 306. 

Length upwards of thirty inches : the beak is 
black at its base and at tlic book, and yellow in the 
middle : the membrane surrouudiii}? the eyes is of a 
blackish-grey; the iridcs are deep brown ; the head 
and top of the neck are ashy-brown : the base of the 
neck and the under parts of the plumage arc bright 
ash-colour ; the top of the back, the scapulars, and 
all the wing-coverts arc ashy-brown bordered with 
whitish : the rump is blackish-brown : the vent and 
under part of the tail are pure white : the legs arc 
reddish-orange. 

The young have the head and neck of a dull red- 
dish-yellow ; all the rest of the plumage of a clear 
ash} and generally three small white spots at the 
opening of the beak. 

Native of the Arctic regions, migrating periodi- 
cally towards the southern countries of Europe. 
They arrive in the fens of England in the autumn, 
sometimes in large flocks, and depart in April or 
May, retiring towards the north to breed ; which 
they are reported to do in plenty in some of the He- 
bridal Islands of Scotland, laying ten or a dozen 
white eggs, in a nest placed in the marshes, or among 
the heath. They resort equally in the corn-fields 
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and uplands with the fens, and arc said to feed on 
the green corn, which they seem to prefer to any 
other food. It is more abundant in England than 
the Wild Goose. 


WILD GOOSK. 

(Anser ferus.) 

An. corpora supra cinereo subtus pallidiore, collo striato, roslro 
unicolore. 

Goose with the body above cinereous^ beneath paler^ the neck 
striped^ the beak of one colour. 

Anas anser (ferus.) lAnn, Sj/si. Nat, 1. 197* Gmel, Si/si, Nat. 

1.510. Lath, Lid. Orn. 2. 842. 

L’Oic ordinaire. Cuv. Reg. Anm. 1. 530. 

Oie cendroc, ou prdlniere. Temm. man. d*Orn. 526. Id. 2 Edit. 
ii. 818. 

Grey-leg Goose. Penn, ,,Irct. Zool, 2. 47.3. Penn, Bril, ZooL 
2. 266. Lath, Gen. Syn, 6 . 459. Lctvin. Brit, Birdsy G.jd. 
238. IPalc, Syn. 1. jpA 61. Mont. Orn, Diet. 1. and Sup. 
Beto, Brit. Birds, 2. 292. 

About three feet in length : the beak and the 
membrane of the eyes are of an orange-yellow : the 
hook of the beak is whitish : the iridcs are deep 
brown: the general colour of the plumage is clear 
ash colour : the top of the back, the scapulars, the 
middle and greater wing-coverts arc ashy-brown, 
edged with whitish : the lesser coverts, the outer edge 
of the wings, and the base of the quills, are whitish- 
ash : the rump is ash colour: the abdomen and under 
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part of the tail arc pure white : the legs arc yel- 
lowish flesh-colour. The female is always smaller, 
the neck more slender, and the grey on the plumage 
more distinct : but in very old individuals of both 
sexes thci’e occur several irregular patches of blackish- 
brown feathers on the breast and belly. 

In a wild state this bird inhabits the marshy lakes 
and seas of the eastern parts of Europe and the west 
of Africa, but rarely aj)pcars beyond the .53d degree 
of latitude: it is very numerotis in (Jcrmaiiy and to- 
wards the central parts of ICuropc, but becomes rarer 
as we advance towards the west ; occurring compa- 
ratively but seldom in France and Holland. In some 
parts of Britain, however, it was formerly very abun- 
dant, especially in the fens of Lincolnshire ; the 
draining and cultivation of which have entirely de- 
populated those places of their native iidiahitunts j 
but in lieu thereof these swamps are now teeming 
with them in a domesticated and highly improved 
condition. 

The Wild Goose lays from six to eight, sometimes 
ten or a dozen dirty green eggs, phiced in a nest 
among rushes, heaths, and other elevated shrubs : the 
tame variety oflen lays a greater number, and some- 
times a second time in the season, which last arc sel- 
dom allowed to be hatched, but arc used for domestic 
purposes. 

Wild Geese are regularly seen migrating south- 
ward in the autumn, and northward in the spring, 
oftentimes in flocks of from fifty to a hundred, flying 
at great heights, and seldom resting by day : their 
ciy is frequently heard while they arc imperceptible 
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to the sight, from their distance above. On the 
ground they always arrange themselves in a line, and 
seem to descend rather for rest than refreshment ; 
for, having continued in this manner for an hour or 
two, one of them, with a long loud note, sounds a 
kind of signal, to which the rest always punctually 
attend, and, rising in a group, they pursue their 
journey with alacrity. Their flight is conducted with 
singular regularity : they always proceed either in a 
line a-breast, or in two lines joining in an angle at 
the middle, like the letter V. In this order they 
generally take the lead by turns, the foremost falling 
back in the rear when tired, and the next in station 
succeeding to his duty. Their track is generally so 
high that it is almost impossible to reach them from 
a fowling-piece j and even when this can be done, 
they hie so equally, that one discharge seldom kills 
more than a single bird. 

They are very destructive to the growing corn in 
the fields where they happen to alight in their mi- 
grations. In some countries they are caught at such 
times in long nets, to which they are enticed by 
tame Geese placed there for the purpose. Other 
schemes are contrived to take them ; but as they are 
very vigilant, feed only in the day-time, and betake 
themselves to the water at night, the fowler must 
exert his utmost care and ingenuity in order to ac- 
complish his ends : all must be planned in the dark, 
and every trace of suspicion removed j for nothing 
can exceed the wary circumspection and acute ear of 
the sentinel, who, placed on some eminence, with 
outstretched neck, surveys every thing that moves 
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within the circle of his observations, and the instant 
he sounds the alarm, the whole flock betake them- 
selves to flight. 

Exclusive of the value of the eggs of the tame 
Geese, these birds are of immense importance in other 
respects, and great quantities arc kept in most of the 
fenny counties of England, especially in Lincolnshire, 
where several persons possess as many as a thousand 
breedei-s, each of which, on an average, will bring 
up seven young ones. They are bred for the sake of 
their quills and feathers, for which they are stripped, 
while alive, once in the year for their quills, and no 
less than five times for their feathers. The first 
plucking commences about Lady-day for both, and 
the other four between that time and Michaelmas. 
It is said that, in general, the birds do not suffer 
very much from this operation ; but the young ones 
are very noisy and unruly. Pennant says that gos- 
lings of only six weeks old are not spared, for their 
tails are plucked to inure them early to the custom. 
The possessors, except in this cruel practice, arc said 
to treat them with great kindness, lodging them very 
often even in the same room with themselves. These 
Geese usually breed but once a-year, but if well kept 
they sometimes hatch twice in , a season. During 
their sitting, each bird has a space allotted to it in 
rows of wicker pens, placed one above another, tier 
above tier. Some persons place water and com near 
the nests, others drive them to the water twice a 
day, and replace each female upon her own nest as 
soon as she returns. This business requires the 
attendance of the goxzard, or goose-herd^ a month 
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at least, in which time the young are brought forth : 
as soon afterwards as tlic brood arc able to waddle 
along, they arc, together with their dams, driven to 
the adjacent fens or marshes, on whose luxuriant 
grassy-margined pools they feed and thrive, without 
requiring any further attendance until the autumn. 

Incredible numbers are frequently driven from the 
distant counties to London for sale, frequently two 
or three thousand in a drove. The drivers are each 
provided with a long stick, at one end of which a 
red rag is tied as a lash, and a hook is fixed at the 
other: with the former, of which the CJcesc seem 
much afraid, they arc excited forward ; and with the 
latter, such as attempt to stray, arc caught by the 
neck and kept in order ; or if lame, they are put 
into an hospital cart, which usually follows each large 
drove. In this manner they perform their journeys 
from distant parts, and are said to get forward at the 
rate of eight or ten miles in a day : those which be- 
come fatigued are fed with oats, and the rest with 
barley. 

Notwithstanding the apparent simplicity of Geese, 
and the awkwardness of their gesture, they are not 
destitute either of sentiment or understanding. The 
courage with which they protect their young and 
defend themselves against the attacks of ravenous 
birds, and recorded instances of warm attachment 
which they have exhibited, render the general con- 
tempt of them ill-founded. 



SNOW GOOSIil. 


(Anser hypcrborea.) 

An. corjjore tiivco, aut griseo, subtus albo, frmie Jlavescente, 
rostra, pedibustjue rubris. 

Goose with the body snoMry, or grey, beneath white, the forehead 
yellowish, the beak and legs red, 

Anser hyperborcus. Pallas, Spic. vi.p. 26. 

Anser nivcus. Briss. Orn. 6. 288. 

Anas hyperborea. Gmel, Spst. Nat. I, 604. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
837. 

Oie hyperboree, ou de neige. Temm. man. d'Orn. 626. Id. 

2 Edit, ii. 816. Cuv. Reg. Anim, 1. 631. 

Snow Goose. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 479. Lath. Geii. Syn. 6. 

445. Wils. Amer. Orn. viii. p. 76. pi. 66./. 5. old male. 
Youmo,— A nas cserulescens. Linn. Syst. Nat, I. 198. Gmel. 

Sj/st. Nat. 1. 513. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 836. 

Anser sylrestris freti Hudsouis, Briss. Orn. 6. 275. 

L’Oie des Esquimaux. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 80. 

Blue'winged Goose. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 474. Edw. Glean, 
pi. 152. iMth. Gen. Syn, 6. 469. Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. 346. 
fVils, Amer. Orn. viii. p. 89. pi. lxix.y. 5. 


About thirty inches in length ; the upper man- 
dible of the beak is bright red, the lower whitish ; 
the hooks of both blue : the irides arc grey-brown : 
naked circle round the eyes fine red : the forehead 
yellowish : the head, neck, and body are pure white: 
the quills are white for half their length, the rest 
black : the legs arc of a very deep red : the young of 
the first year, and until the age of four, differ very 
much from the old : at first all the plumage is of a 
grey-brown or bluish ; then the head and part of the 
V. xir. i». II. 3 
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neck, with the belly, become white, and the wings 
variegated. Teinminck says of two young specimens, 
killed in Europe, that they had the head and the 
upper part of the neck pure white : the lower part of 
the neck, the breast, and back of an ashy-violet, with 
all the leathers tipped with clear brown : the wing- 
coverts were pure ash-colour : the abdomen and vent 
whitish, varied with brown feathers : the angle of the 
beak and the edges of the mandible black : the legs 
brown. 

These birds inhabit the regions of the Arctic 
Circle, occasionally migrating to the more temperate 
climates of Prussia, Austria, Hudson’s Bay, and the 
United States of America. They arrive in the river 
Delaware from the north early in November, some- 
times in considerable flocks, and are very noisy : they 
feed on the roots of reeds : their flesh is esteemed 
excellent, and in Siberia they form an essential article 
of subsistence to the natives, each family, it is said, 
preserving thousands annually, which, after being 
plucked and gutted, arc thrown in heaps into holes 
dug for that purpose, and covered only with earth: 
the mould freezes, and forms over them an arch ; and 
whenever the family have occasion to open one of 
these magazines, they find them sweet. 

The method adopted by the Siberians to obtain 
these birds is highly curious: according to the account 
furnished by Pennant, they place near the banks of 
the rivers a great net in a straight line ; or else fonn 
a hovel of skins sewed together: this done, one of 
the company dresses himself in the skin of a white 
I’eindccr, advances towards the flock of Geese, and 



GllKAT GOOSE. .'i.5 

then turns back towards (on all fours) the net or 
hovel; and his companions go behind the ilock, and, 
by making a noise, drive them forwards. The simple 
birds mistake the man in white for their leader, and 
follow him within reach of the net, which is suddenly 
pulled down, and thus captures the whole. When 
he chooses to conduct them even into the hovel, they 
follow in the same manner ; he creeps in at a hole 
left for that purpose, and out at another on the op- 
posite side, which he closes up. The (Jeese follow 
him through the first ; and as soon as they are in, 
he passes round and secures eveiy one of them. 

Some travellers assert that these birds are very 
bold and easily captured; but, on the other hand, 
there are others who deny this, and attribute to them 
a more than ordinary degree of shyness, and aver 
that they are so watchful as not to allow a person to 
approach them within two or three gunshots. 


GREAT GOOSE. 

(Anser grandis.) 

An. corpore nigricante subtus albo, rostra nigro^ pedibus coccineis. 
Goose with the body dusky^ beneath white^ the beak black, legs 
scarlet. 

Anas grandis. GmcL Syst. Nat, 1. 504. Lath, lnd> Orn* 2. 837. 
Great Goose. Penn. Arct. ZooL 2. 570. Lath, Gen. Syn. (i. 446. 


A LARGE species, weighing nearly thirty pounds : 
its beak is black, with its base tawny : the upper parts 
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ofjtbe plumage are dusky, aad the imdcr pureiwhitac 
tlievl«®$ bright 

Abundant in Siberia and Kamtschatka. 


UARRED'MEADEO GOOSE. 

(Anser Iiidica.) 

An. grisea subtus paltide cinerea, eapite coUoque albis, lunula 
occipHis maculdque subtus nigris, uropygio crissoque albis. 

Grey Goose beneath pale ash, with the head and neck white, a 
lunule on the occiirat and spot beneath white, the rump and 
i'cnt white. 

Anas Indica. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 839. 

Barred-headed Goose. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. 277. 

** Length twenty -six inches: beak two inches long 
and of a bright yellow: nail black: the head, throaty 
and hind part of the neck are white : at the back pait 
of the head, below the eye, a creseent of black, the 
horns curving upward towards the eye ; below this a 
second ; and under this most part of the back of the 
neck is black also: the back is of a fine pale grey; the. 
edges of the feathers lightest : wings pale ash colour : 
edges of the prime quills dusky : lower part of the 
neck before, breast, and upper part of the belly, a 
most elegant pale ash colour, edged with white : 
lower belly deep brown, edged with white : rump 
and vent snow white: tail fine light grey, tipped 
with white : legs reddish yellow.” . 

“ Inhabits India : common in the winter months, 
and very destructive to the corn : it is supposed to come 
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IVotii Thibet and other {>arts towurdii the* north; 'de- 
parting again as the summer approaehes/’-^^iin^mni. 


MOUNTAIN GOOSE. 

(Anser moutana.) 

An. capite collo alarumque pennis rubro-viridibus. 

Goose with the hcad^ neck^ and wing-featlicrs of a rcd*grccn. 
Anas montana. GmeU Si/st. Nat, 1. 510. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 
841. 

Hill, or Mountain Goose. Lath, Gen, St/n. 6. 458. 

“ Size larger than the Tame Goose ; the wing- 
feathers, and those of the head, of a bright shining red- 
green. Inhabits the Cape of Good Hope, where it 
keeps mostly on the hills, and feeds on grass and 
herbs.” — Latham. 

The above is all that is said of this species. . 






BEEAING GOOSE. . 

(Anser Beringii.) 

corpora albo,duniffrU,regione curium yiresemti Mi, 
with the body white^ the wings black, the region of the 
ears of a greenish-white. 

Anas Beeringii. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1 . 508. Lath, Ind. Orn, 2. 843. 
Bdering'Goiose. Pehn. Arct. Zool, 2. 475. Lath. Gen, Syn, (i. 
- 465 .-' . ■ * 
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WFIITK GOOSE. 


Size of the Wild Goose : at the base of the beak 
a yellow excrescence, radiated in the middle with 
bluish'black feathers: round the ears a greenish- 
white space : eyes black, encircled with yellow, and 
rayed with black : back, fore part of the neck, and 
belly, white : wings black : hind part of the neck 
bluish. Taken off’ Kamtschatka, in the isle of Beer- 
ing : tlie natives pursue them in boats, and kill them 
at the time of moulting ; at other times hunt them 
on land with dogs, or catch them in pits covered 
with grass. 


WHITE GOOSE. 


(Anscr caiididus.) 

An. corpore .siiprit subtusquc albo, remifribun primis apicc iiigris, 
rostra pedibiisque rosaceis. 

(joose with the body above and beneath white, the tips of the 
primary quills black, the l)eak and legs rose-colour. 

Anscr candidus. VieiU. 2 Edit, dti Nouv. Did. d’Hisl. Nat. 
i. ‘23. p. .331. 

Desciiibed by M. de Azara by the name of Ganso 
Blanco : it is found in the environs of the river Plate, 
about the twenty-eighth degree of south latitude, in 
large flocks : it is very wild : its flesh and quills arc 
but in little estimation : its plumage, with the excep- 
tion of the primary quills, which arc black at the tips, 
is of a snow white : the beak and legs are pale flesh 
colour. Both sexes arc similar. 



i;os( ouoliA (iOOSiA 


(Ans4?r Cosi'orobu.) 


An. roslro cjiiremo (Ulaiato, corporv aibo, 

(loose M'ith the tip of tlic beak ililaled^ the body u liile. 

Anas Coseoroba. GmcL St/,st. Nai, J. TilKt. Lath. Jmi. (hii. 
835. 

Coscoroba Goose. Lath, Gni. Si/n. Sup. ii. 21 j. 

Describicd by Molina, who says it is of a 
size: that it is wholly white, except the beak and 
Icj^s, which are red : the eyes of a fine black. 

It inhabits Chili, and is much estccnuul from its 
tameuess in confinement. 


MYUKIU COOSK. 

(Anser hybrida.) 

An. roslro semict/lindrico, cera rubrd, atitda aailiiisadd. 

G(M)sc with the beak scniicylindric, tlic ecrc red, the tail gharji- 
pointed. 

Anas hybrida. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 5U2. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
835. 

Hybrid Goose. Lath. Gen. Siyn. Sup, ii. 345. 

About the size of the Wild Goose : the male is 
of a pure white, with the beak and legs yellow : the 
beak is half cylindrical : the cere red. I'hc plumage 
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of thu female is black, a few streaks of white o'li the 
edges of the feathers alone excepted : the beak and 
legs are red. 

Inhabits iSouth America : th^ 'ihale and 'female are 
said to remain always by themselves, and not to asso- 
ciate in flocks, after the manner of the generality of 
Geese : the female lays about eight white eggs, on 
the banks of rivers, in a hole formed out of the sand. 
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Generic Character. 


Rostrum capitc longius, rec- 
tum, gracilc, apicc ro- 
tundato, margo laminato; 
mandibulii supcriorc cur- 
vatfi, apice unguiculata, 
infcriore plana* 

^ares ad basin rostri jx)sita?. 

Colhm mediocre. 

Ales calcaratae. 

Pedes in cquilibrio corporis 
sittt, tctradactyli ; iligiii 
antcriores toti palmati, poU 
lex simplex; tarsi siibclon- 
gati. 


Beak as long as the head, 
slender, straight, its tip 
rounded, the margin lami- 
nated ; the upper mandible 
curved, its tip hooked, the 
lower flat. 

Nostrils placed at the base of 
the beak. 

Neck mediocral. 

Wings armed with spurs. 

Legs placed in the ecjuiii- 
brium of the l)ody, foiir- 
loed ; the anterior toes en- 
tirely webbed, the hinder 
one simple ; the tarsi some- 
what elongated. 


CHENALOPEX Antiquoriun. 
ANAS. Linn.^ Gmcl., Briss.^ Latli. 
ANSER. Cuv. 


Distinguished from the preceding genus by 
the spurs or knobs with which the bend of the wing 
is armed, and from the following by the superior 
length of the beak. 
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CHKNALOJ’KX. 


According to Geoffroy<Saiut>Hilairc, the Spui> 
wing is the ChenulopeXt or Vulpanser of the ancients, 
which was revered by the Egyptians from the great 
attachment it has for its young; I have therefore 
applied that name to the genus; the propriety of 
separating which from the rest of the Geese will pro- 
bably be called in question by the generality of orni- 
thologists, especially those of the Linnean school, who 
will be apt to exclaim with Temminck, in his remarks 
on the Uria alle * (Man. d’Orn. 2 Edit. v. ii. p. 0^9), 
“ II est vrai que si on vent avoir ^gard a toutes les 
l^g<)res nuances dans les formes dn bee, cet oiseau 
pourrait alors etre consid^r^ comme formant un genre 
distinct ; mais il faudrait aussi en faire un pour le 
Guillemot de Brunnich, ct dans le cas il ne serait 
pas difficile de prouver que dans le plus grand nombre 
des genres adoptes de nos jours, en pourrait tratis- 
former prcsque toutes les esphes en genres, et cn- 
combrer le syst^me de quelques centaincs de noms de 
plus.” But being an advocate for generic distinc- 
tions founded upon every gradation of character, 1 
have not only adopted this, but have detached several 
others from the genus Anas of Linu^, &c., with 
respect to the merits of which future observations 
must decide ; my object being to show those appa- 
rently detached groups whose manners and habits 
are, as fai' as known, widely different, without re- 
garding the modern prejudice against the use of the 
term genus : the objections to which are generally 
more nominal than real. For some excellent remarks 


* Mer^^iiliis inclanoleucos. 
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upon this subject, 1 must refer my readers to the 
second numher of the Zoological Journal, wherein 
they will find the subject of ornithological nomencla- 
ture ably discussed by my friend N. A. Vigors, Esq. 
F. L. S. &c. to whom I am greatl/indcbted for many 
observations relative to the arrangement of the Na- 
latOT'es. 


EGYPTIAN SPt'KWlNG. 


(( liomilopex iEgyptiaca.) 

('ll. i'orpore utididato, vefiicealbo, xpcculo alari ca ad uh fascia 
iiigro* 

Spurwiiig with tlie hotly waved, the crown white, the alar spi;- 
culum white, with a black fascia. 

Anas .Sgyptiaca. Lmn, Sijst. Nat. 1. 197. Gmel. Nat, 
1.512. Jiriss, Oni, 6. 281. pi, 27. Lath, Ind, Orn, 2. 840. 
L'Oie d’Egyptc. Bujf. fJisl. Nat. Ois* 9. 79. Gvjf, PI, Enl. 
379. 

L’Oic Sauvage du Cap do Bonne Es|)eranoc. lia^. PI, Enl. 
982, 983. 

La Barnacle armee. Cuv, Heg. Anim. 1. 531. 

The Ganser. Alb. Birds, l.pl, 93. • 

Egyptian Goose. Lath, Gen. Syn. 6.453. ! : 

Length two feet three inches : the beak two inches 
long, and red, with a black tip : the nostrils dusky : 
irides yellowish-white : the eyelids reddish : on each 
side of the head is a large rufous or chesnut spot, 
encircling the eyes : the crown of the head and the 
throat are white, the latter spotted with chesnut : the 
neck, for about two parts of its length, is pale ches- 
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nut, becoming of a deeper colour on the lower part ; 
the upper parts of the back and the scapulars are of 
a brownish-red, crossed with numerous dusky lines : 
the back and rump are black : the lower part of the 
neck in front, the 1)reast, sides, and thighs are very 
pale rufous, crossed with numerous dusky lines, and 
over the breast is a large deep chesnut-colourcd spot : 
the belly is white : the under tail-coverts yellowish : 
the wing-coverts are white : the greater ones nearest 
the body crossed with black at the ends, and those 
farthest from it entirely black : the greater quills are 
black, and all, except the live first, edged with green 
gold : the secondaries arc edged with chesnut : the 
spur on the bend of the wing is half an inch in length : 
the tail is coloured the same as the primaries : the 
legs are red : the claws dusky. The female has the 
chesnut patch round the eyes much smaller : the chin 
white : the chesnut patch on the breast smaller, or 
sometimes wanting : the lesser wing-coverts white, 
the others pale ash-colour, with darker margins ; the 
lower one^ fringed with white, forming a bar on the 
wing ; the scapulars and secondaries are tinged with 
chesnut. 

Inhabits various parts of Africa, especially Egypt 
and the vicinity of the Cape of Good Hope ; from 
whence they have been introduced into this country, 
and arc frequently reared on the estates of the gentry 
on account of their beauty; but have always a .pr0; 
pensity to fly away. They are much attached to 
their young. 
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BERNICLA. BERNICLE. 


(ienet'ic Characler. 


nostrum capitc brcvior, sub- 
conicum, rectuiu, gracilc, 
apicc rotundato, margo 
lamiuato-dentato ; mandi- 
buli\ superiorc curvat&, 
ajHce unguiculat^, infc- 
riore plan(i. 

Nates ad basin rostri sitae. 

CdUum mediocre. 

Aloe plerumquc simpliccs. 

Pedes in equilibrio corporis 
positse, tctradactyli ; di- 
giti anteriores palmati, 
pdUex simplex ; tarsi sub- 
. dongati. 

BKIINICLA. Briss. 

ANAS. Liou. 

ANSBB. 


Beak siiortei* than the head, 
sul)cunic, straight, slender, 
the tip rounded, the mar- 
gin laminato-dcntatc ; the 
upper mandible curved, 
the tip hooked, the lower 
flat. 

Nostrik placed .nl the base 
of the beak. 

Neck mcdiocral. 

JVings generally simple. 

Legs placed in thd equili- 
brium of the body, foiir- 
toed; the anterior ^^s 
webbed, the hinSif" one 
simple; thu slightly 
elongated^ • 


T’ 

1 HESE are distinguished from the Geese by their 
shorter and slenderer beak, the edges of which are 
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reflected over the ianiello), and obstruct tlie view of 
them. Many of the species have the bend of the 
wing armed witli a blunt knob ; others have the webs 
of the toes greatly divided, and lead us on to the 
succeeding group, or tribe, Cereopsis; these may 
probably constitute a new genus, as their habits are 
veiy diiferent 'from those of the rest of the Berni- 
clesj and they delight to perch upon trees, after the 
manner of some of the true Ducks. 


A. Digilis anlerioribus lath palmatis. 

A. With the anterior toes entirely webbed. 

BRENT BEIINICLE. 

(Bernicla Brenta.) 

Wt.fusca, capite collo pectoreque nigris, coUari afbo. 

Brown Bcrnicle, with the head, neck, and breast block, collar 
white. 

Anas Bernicla. Idnn. Spst. Nat. 1 . 198. Gmel. Spst, Nat. I . 

513. Lath. Ittd. Om. 2. 844. 

Brenta. Brm. Ora. 6. 304./«^. 31. 

Le Cravant. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 87. Buff. PI. Enl, 342. 
Cuv. Reg, Anita. 1. 531. 

Oie Cranint. Temm. man. AOm. &31. Id. 2 Edit. it. 824. 
Brent, or Brand Goose. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 270. Penn. Arct. 
Zool. 2. 478. Alb. Birds, 1. pi. 93. Hapes, Brit. Birds, 1. 
pi. 25. Lath. Geu. Syn. 6. 467. Lew. Bril. Birds, 7. pl:243. 
Wede. Spn. l.pl. 63. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup. Bew. 
Brit. Birds, 2. .311. Wils. Amer. Orn.viii.p. 131. ixxii. 
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Two feet in length : the beak black : the irides 
dusky brown : the head, neck, and top of the breast 
are dull black : on the sides of the neck is a space 
clothed with dusky feathers, ^vh^ch are tipped with 
white ; the back, scapuhu*s, and wing-coverts arc very 
deep grey, tipped by an indistinct band of clear 
brown : the middle of the belly is ashy-brown : the 
feathers on the sides of the body are deep ash-colour, 
tipped by a broad whitish band : the vent and tail- 
coverts are pure white : the (piills, secondary and tail- 
feathers arc deep black : the legs arc black, slightly 
tinged with brown. 'Hie female differs in being 
rather less. The young of the year have not the 
white space on the sides of the neck ; this part, as 
well as the head and the top of the breast, are ashy- 
black, which colour, of a paler tinge, predominates 
over the back ; the whole of the feathers of which 
part, as well as those of the breast, being tipped with 
a reddish-brown band, as are also those of the sides 
of the body ; the legs arc reddish-black. 

According to Tcraminck, the rings of which the 
tracheal tube of the male is composed become sud- 
denly enlarged at some distance from the glottis, 
then resume their original diameter, and become 
again dilated near the branching off ; at this place 
they become suddenly very straight, and give rise to 
a straight cartilaginous tube, communicating with the 
bronchisff, which are funnel-shaped, and composed of 
entire and very solid rings. 

Brents inhabit the marshes and heaths of the Arctic 
regions, and arc very abundant in the winter and 
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spring in Holland, less common in France and Eng- 
land, and rare towards the inland countries of Europe; 
but occasionally they migrate in such myriads as nearly 
to starve each other. In the year according 
to Buffbn, they appeared in such vast flocks on the 
coasts of Picardy, upon the corn fields, that the in- 
habitants were raised en masse in order to destroy 
them ; which, however, they could not effect, although 
hundreds, nay thousands, were knocked down with 
poles, and a change in the weather only caused them 
to depart. In the same year, we are also informed, 
by Mr. Boys of Sandwich, they were so plentiful on 
the coast of Kent, that they were in so starving a 
condition as to suffer themselves to be knocked down 
with stones and sticks, and were carried in carts to the 
neighbouring towns, where purchasers were allowed 
to pick and choose for sixpence a piece. The same 
gentleman also informs us that they were very 
abundant on the same coast in the year 1803, and 
were so miserably poor and debilitated as to permit 
themselves to be taken by hand : it was also remarked 
by him that they were unaccompanied by any other 
species of Goose or Bernicle. 

They breed in very high latitudes in the Arctic 
Circle, laying several white eggs. Their nourish- 
ment is similar to that of the other species of the 
genus; and their manners, as far as known, are like- 
wise similar : they are said to be easily tamed : their 
voice is hoarse and disagreeable. 
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' " " COMMON BERN CL13. • 

(Beruicla erythrbpiis.) ' 

Be. cinerea supra nigro alboque undulata, collo nigro,Jacie abdo- 
mineque albis. 

Ash-coIoured Bernicle waved above with black and white, tfic 
neck blacky the face and abdomen white. 

Anas etythropus. Linn. Syst. Nat. L 197. Chneh Si/st. Nat. 

1. 512* Lat/i. Ind. Orn.2. 843» 

Anser leucopus. Beds. Temm. man. 1. c. 

Bernicla. Briss. Orn, 6. 300. Young. 

B^tcla minor. Briss. Orn, 6. 302, Old female. 

La Bernache. Bu^. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 93. /. 5. Buff. PL Enl, 
* 866 . . 

Oie Bernache. Temm. man. d'Orn. 530. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 823. 

Canada Goose. Alb. Birds, \.pL 02. 

fiernicle, or Clakis. Penn. Brit. Zoot. 2. 269. Pejtn. Arct. Zool. 

2. 479. Hiiyes, Brit. Birds, 1. pL 24. Lath. Oen. 8yn. 0. 

466i Lem* Brit. Birds, J. pi. 242» fValc* 8yn*A. pi. 62 . 
Mmt* Orn. Diet. 1 . and Sup. Bern, Brit. Birdsr 
Bing. Anim. Biog. ii. 330. J Ti 

AboXtt tw^t)|r4ik inilshds in leii^h : ' is 

black : the irides dusky^btd^*: the ibr4hcaS£!i^i!s 
bf the head, ahd'tl^e'aii^t, a ptire^Wfaie f be* 




the occiput, nape, hedh, (tf* Ihts guiu^^'Mid 

tiifl are deep black : the fi^athbib'^the back^ thb'^^ 
ItOris, and the win^ are gr^sK*^ at their lia^/ and 
have a broad black band tdivisrds their tip, and^ the 
tips themselves are greyish-white: all the Under parts 
of the plumage are pure white, except the feathers 
on the sides of the body, which are slightly tinged 

V. XII. P. II. 4 
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with ash : the legs are biaek. The fctnalo'is lesd 
thau ’thc male. The young of the year has 'a broad 
blackish band, formedby two small spots, between the 
beak and the eye : several blackish spots on the fore- 
head : the feathers of the back and of the wings tippdd 
by a, band of bright red; and the feathers of the sides 
deeply tinged with ash*colour : the legs are blackish* 
brown. - Both sexes possess an obtuse knob upon the 
bend of the wing. 

This species inhabits the arctic regions, and in its 
autumnal and brumal migrations visits the more tem- 
perate regions of Holland, France, Germany, Eng- 
land, &c. It frequents the north-west coasts of this 
country and some parts of Ireland in large flocks 
during the winter, but is rarely seen in the souUi, 
except in very severe weather. About February it 
retires to the north to breed, and is then found in 
Russia, Lapland, and other high latitudes. 

The history of this bird has been rendered singu- 
larly remarkable by the marvellous accounts which 
were related in the darker ages concerning its growth ; 
it being a received opinion that the Beniicle was 
piroduced in a kind of shell, the lepas anatifera pf 
Linne, growing on rotten ship timber, and other kinds 
of;,wo<^ and trees which lay under water <m the 
coasts! Nay, writers of no mean repute have abso- 
lutely written expressly upon the subject;. Among 
them may be reckoned one Maier, who assert^ thkt 
he opened an hundred of the shells in the Otkrmyf, 
and found in all of them the rudiments of the /biid 
completely formed 1 ; ; : ; i 

Gerard, the famous botanist, is another writer on 
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thin subject) and . the follomiig is his account! of this 
Mtondei'fiiltratisfoniiation^in his ovvii words : ^*'What 
eyes ‘have seen, and our hands have touclietH 
sludl declare. There is a small island in Laiica^- 
(ihir^ cdled the Pile of Pouldera, whereih are fownd 
broken pieces of old and bruised ships, sonie ‘whereof 
have been cast thither by shipwrecks; also the tillnks 
and bodies, with the branches of old and rotten trees, 
cast up there likewise ; whereon is found a certain 
spume or froth, that in time breedeth unto ccituin 
shells, in shape like those of the muscle, but sharper 
pointed, and of a whitish colour, and the end whercol' 
is fastened unto the inside of the shell, even as 
the dsh of oysters and muscles are; and the othcr 
end is made fast unto the belly of a rude masse or 
lump, which in time cometh into the shape and form 
of a bird. When it is perfectly formed, the shell 
gapeth open, and the first thing that appeareth is 
the aforesaid lace or string ; next cometh the legs of 
the bird hanging out ; and as it groweth greater, it 
openeth the shell by degrees, till at length it has Ull 
come forth, and hangeth only by the hill, in- short 
space after it cometh to full maturitie, add fiill6th 
into the sea, where it gathereth feathers, end^gMW^ 
to a fowle, bigger than a Mallard; and less^ than a 
Goose, having black legs, and bill or beake, and fea- 
thers black and white, spotted in such manner as oirr 
Magpie, called in some places Pie-annes, which the 
peepis of Lancashire call by no other name than Sea- 
Gdose; which place aforesaid, and all those places 
adjoyning, do so much abound therewith, that (me of 
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tlife best is bought for threepence. For the'^rhtti 
lie,rfeof, if any doubt, may it please them to repAir ''td' 
irie, and I will satisfy them by the testifnonies ‘dl* 
good witnesses.” — Thus far Gerard ! ' " 

Again, Sir Robert Murray, in his account, insertetl 
in the Philosophical Transactions, says, that he found 
an old fir tree on the coast of Scotland, covered with 
Bernicle shells, and that in every shell that he opened 
he found a perfect sea fowl ; the little bill, like that 
of a Goose; the eyes marked; the head, neck, breast, 
wings, tail, and feet, formed; the feathers every 
where perfectly shaped, and blackish coloured; and 
the feet like those of other water fowl, to his best 
remembrance ! ! 

Few subjects seem to have been more circum* 
stantially related, or to rest on better evidence, than 
the above; so natural to man is credulity, which 
passes all bounds, where the prodigy of an event 
takes firm hold of the imagination, and lays the under* 
standing asleep. Such are some of the wild chimeras 
that have been detailed concerning the origin of these 
birds, which ridiculous fables once enjoyed much cele- 
brity, and were admitted by many authors!— Such is 
the folly of mankind to give credence to every won- 
derful tale— such the dangerous contagion of ennr 
an^ superstition! Enough has beeb Said on this 
suhjwt to show how contagious the eirors of science 
are, find how prone we are to become acqnalnted 
With, and to believe, the fascinations of the Mdih'di'- 
lous. The absurd notion of the annual imbiiDiie^* 
sion, or torpidity, of Swallows and Martins, *80 teba- 
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ciously insisted on by many persons in the present 
day, forms an apt accompaniment to the ehimerie.il 
dreams respecting the birth of the IJernicle^-mid will, 
it is to be hoped, in its turn disappear iS^ifoi^;; the 
penetrating radiance and calm investigation Of ti nt)). 


lll'.n-UUKASTKD UKIIN ICl.i:. 


(Ucriiicla 


He. supra nigra, collo tuf&^^oYe iublu& macula ante ocular 
slrigaque longitudinali collis liiriwjue albis, 

Horuicle above blacky with the neck red, the body beneatil; spot 
before the eyeSi and longitudinal stripe on each, side of tin? 
neck, \vhite. , ’ 

Aiiser nificollis. Pall- Spic. (i. 2\,pt 4. Cmeh Sysl. Nat, I. 

51 J. Lath. IniL Orn. *J. 84k 
Anas tonjuata, Gme/, SysL NaL 1. 514. 

Oie a. coil roux. Temm, man. d'Orn. 533. Id. 2 EdU. ii» 326. 
Red -breasted Goose. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 571 • C. Lalh. Gen. 
Syn. 6. 455. Lexv. Ihit. Birds, 7. pi. 241. Moni. Or%u 
Did. 1. Bcuo. Bril, Birds, 2, 289. 


About twenty-two inches in length : the beak is 
brown, with its hook black ; the irides arc yellotVish- 
brown.: between the beak and the eye is a white 
space : behind the eyes and on the sides of the neck, 
and also a band which surrounds the lower part of 
the breast, and returns to the back, white : the top 
of the head, the throat, belly, tail, and all the upper 
))arts arc deep black : the vent, under tail-covei ts, 
and rump are pure white : the fore part «)t (he neck 
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MAOAG‘A'SCAR BieRNfCLK. 


and the breast iire 4)right -ted^? a’ -band* 

"tiinds ’the' ‘eto lengtKJ of 

■•i- M. ir I'lit, f .1--, ,1 •.•.,j.( ,((( .:• i' TV- 4 •• 

neck : the greater wing-covcrts are tipped with \yMtc : 
>the legs are black. / , .i . i/ lo/ 

This beautiful bird inhabits the arctic ceuntrios of 
Asid, HVihg on the borders of the Frozen Ocean J It 
appears periodically in Russia, and occasionally In 
Germany and other European countries. In Eng- 
^la^d•.^r or. five specimens only are recorded to have 
been, skilled ,or tdien, one of which was shot near 
London in the severe frost of I 76 G; a second cap- 
turbid near Wycliffe, in Yorkshire, and the rest in 
c various counties. The Wycliffe bird was kept there 
for several years in a pond amongst the tame Ducks, 
and became quite tame and familiar. There is a fine 
specmien in the British Museum of recent capture ; 
and in the severe winter of 181S, three or four spe- 
cimens were killed in Cambridgeshire, but, unfor- 
:<tunlitely for the scientific naturalist, cooks not being 
.lalwaydoiiiithOlogists, the birds in question were sacri- 
ifibod’to the Spit. This species is said to be quite 
free from any fishy taste. 


MADAGASCAR BERNICLE. 

(Hcrnicia Madagascariensis ) 

Bfii obscure viridis, facie ultra oculos gala abdomineque albU, 
jugulo ima peclore latcrihusquc ferrugineis fusco undulatis, 
infra aures macula ovatd viridi. 



MiPAGiAlSCAR RBRNICLE. 



Qept^Hlle,wit^,^c fit«^lwyon4tlie.«y«R tlietlirmt, 
siqes rusty, .waved with brown; beneath the cars a green orate 

llll ^ It I't'j.J <'i ‘1. >i;: ,l ) t(l 

Anas Madagascariensis. Gmel. St/st. Nat: t;*'&22V Hath. 'Ind> 
lo 0»OTja*.875.- ' .■ 


jSarcgl|U, g)|Ie de Madagascar. Afiit. Nat^.p^i 


Ma^gascar Teal. Lath, 6en. i^tfit, 6, 556. 



'■ Length about one foot : beak an inch lonjgl’ Atid 
yoUotv, with a black tip : the irides arc ydllow t the 
lop Bnd fore parts of the head and neck white; passing 
-Ori the sides behind the eyes and ending in a point 
at the region of the cars: the rest of the head and 
Heck is dark dusky greenish^black, with an o?al patch 
tef paler green below the ears : the lower part of the 
neck and breast pale rust-colour, undulated with 
dusky lines, and passing backwards in a collar ( the 
'upper part ofthe body, wings, and tail, dark ’green : 
'2%he sr^s clouded with rust-colour i the niiddis’ of 


' the bdly and vent white : the quills; dusky :• tlic 
'wings with a white streak : the legs dusky. Inhabits 
Madagascar. i’ ” 
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COaOMANDEL BERNICLE. 

; ' -1 i / t i • t .f ; u 

(Bernicla Coromandeliana.) 

Bb* alba, <oertiee dorto alis caud&que aneo-Jusas, coUo tnaculis 
shiU^'l^gricdHi^ut, nuictM ahrum ttlM. ■>< <'i 

White Bernicle with the vertex, wii^, and tail brassy- 
' bto^/ihe 'n^bk witii dushy spots and stripes, a white kpot nki' 

’ibe'Win^.' ‘ ■'' ' 

Anas Coromandeliana. Gmel. Syst. Nat. I. 522. Lath. lnd. 

Om.2.875. ' ' 

Sarcelle de Coromandel. Bitjf. Hitt, Nat. Ois. 9. 274. Bifffi 
Pl.Enl.9A9,9bO. 

Coromandel Teal. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 556. 

A SMALL species : beak dusky : top of the bead 
bluik : the rest of it and the heck white, speckled 
wi^h“dt]isky blhck : the lower part of the 
viably 4f£(fkted with fiiie dusky black lines : the lip^iP' ' 
the Wings und body ere brovm, glossed ' 
gii^ dtld radish: the breast aM belly are white!: 
sid^ bf'^^ v^tit'’i«8<^eoloured; legs black. Thb 
feitiaie'^is sa&^ te? difibr in having the white oh the ' 
uhdeV-^abtS'iiitisiled’With gioy, and the lines on the 
lowidr pitfll^df the neck brbadef Snd less distinct : the 
prevailing hue of the plumage is less brilliant than ih 
the male. Inhabits Coromandel. 
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MAGKLLANIC BERNICLE. 

(Bernicia Magellaoica.) 

'Rz./errugineo-fuscafCorpore anierigre subtnsque iransversim Vfi- 
riegiUo,, tectrkibus fasci&que alarum albis* 

Rusty-brown Bernide with the anterior part of the body and 
beneath transversely variegated^ the coverts and a fascia on the 
wing white. 

Anas Magellanica. GmeL SysL Nat. 1. 505. Lath. Ind, Orn* 
2. 836. 

L*Oie dcs terres Magellaniques. Buffi Hist. Nat. Ois, 9. 68. 
Btiff. PL Enl. 1006. 

Magellanic Goose. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 443* 

v.|)fHASiTs the Straits of Magellan : length two 
fe^t beak black ; short : the head and neck are rusty 
bi^Qji^ : tbe upper part of the back, the breast, and 
a^ W^der parts of the body to the vent are barri^ 
wi^ ferruginous and black \ near the vent grey: thC' 
lowcfT part of the back and the tail are du^y : t^ijc, 
wing>covert8 are white: the quids, dudty; the.,Sfhi« 
co^daries tipped with white, which forms :a, ber lOf 
that colour on the wing : the 1^ are yellow: tlie. 
claws black. , i , . 



( leuoopter^ .) 

Pifv Mq^ sup^a nigro transversim lineato, speciih 

viridif rostro ]^dib»sgue nigris> 

thc vl^ white^ lineateil transversely above Syit|i 
8^cul^In of jthe wing green, the ^ak and legs black. 
Anas leucoptera. GrneL Syst. Nai. U SC'S. Lai/i. Irtd, Orn. 2. 
y 835. . 

L'bie des Malouincs. Buffi Hist. Nat. Ois. D. 69. 

White-winged Antarctic Goose. Brown, Illust.pl. 40. 
I^ustard.Qoose. X/a///. Gen. %n. 6»440. ^ 

' ' “ li^NGtH from thirty-two tb forty inicheb :< be^ 
'^krd^lv two inches in length, and black : head, iieuk, 
wihg-eoverte, and under parts of tbe’fmd^, 
the lower part of the nedc behind, and as fat as 
Ihfe \iiMdle of the back, crossed with numeinuadiislty 
hlhb^fiiibsr ind^bver the thighs the satnet the gridter 
^ Wlli^-itoverfcs'iifcek, tipped with white, forming’ S'Kar 
of wlfftfe bh thid^hi^ t^it thb hedd a blunt kiibl^: 
second quills part black, part white ; prime onesdiWky 
black : speculum dark green: the two middle tail- 
feathers black ; the rest white : the legs black. In- 
habits Falkland .Isl^s, where it is ealled the Bustard 
Goose. It stands pretty high upon its legs, which 
serve to elevate it above the tall grass, and its long 
neck to observe any danger : it walks and flies wjj:h 
j^reat ease, and has not that .dis^^fehle 
peculiar to the rest of its kind : it generally > Jays 
six eggs : the flesh is wholemiire, 'nenrishhfg,* tufid 
fattening.”— ^ 
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yAiiiEGAii'^P; 

* 

(Bortwck variegitta<) 

tik.''cdfp6re \ari’egalo, iapii'e cMo teclricihuique alUrii^ 
s^ctUo alarum viridi, rostra peiibusque nigris. ' ‘ 

tiibrnicle wi<^ the body Variegatetl, the head, hcct^,' ’aiid"t^fH|f- 
corerta white, the 8]>eculum qf the wing green, the b£iik''and 
legs black. 

Anas variegate. Gmel. St/st, Nat.^ 1 . 505 . lAtih. Ind, Orn. 2. 836. 
Variegated Goose. Lath. Gen. Spi. $. 44\. 

“ Size of a large Duck ; beak an inch and a half 
Jong, and black at the base and tip : head, and neck 
above half way, - white : lower part of the nexJt.and 
br^east deep red-brown, beautifully mottled with white '• 
over the , thighs the same : all the under parts n^rho^ 
yO^.the lower part of the neck: rumpiaudj,yen<t Jhf' 
;^nginou8; wing-coverts white : second^lT quilisgri^^P : 
(greater quills, and tail black; Jeg8.,bhiel^,/.J^hRW^‘> 
NeW! Zealand: found at Duchy, Bay, -AdPiTSlM— 
,liqUianu 

^ ' ssamiaissaUm ^ 

ANTAUCnC BEttNidLlil" 

: .» ■ ll 

' (Botnicltt Antarctica.) ;; i > 

ESe. cormre ioto ntboq rostro nigfo, pedibus jtavis. 

bo^ white, the beak black; tke' h^s 

liiiOfi. ,Lalhs Ind, Orn. 2«S35* 
Antarctic Goose. Lalh, Gen, Sj^n. 6,, 442!. ; , ; 



GO 


> PiltNTlSD > BfiRM«LGi 


poMiAsirilieaiqfiaAvrbvri: -shoilj^iiaiidfblack totbe )«lMlq 
Jblubng^e aid danKn^ teowjnwhititiass t«!op th«rAend 
o£<fl^ wnig ft Uudt kilokc legs ydlowi ' 1 ^ 
ha 8 (;'the’ beak and <kg 8 the skme os in £he'«iall8>9 
buii tie fine is of » reddish flesh'Coloue : head; ncNi^ 
dndxbody blacky crossed with> transverse wlute ; lines f 
thdccttofiehe head! and neck' ere; vety> miniitet>^bat 
grbw llrodder as they proceed downwards i niiddM>of 
the back plain- black wing-«overts white oh* > the 
bend df the wibg a blunt knob : ^eculumigi^ii,i 
edged outwardly with white? -greater quills ^biacko 
tail Mrhiie : v^t ; greenish-white i |egs yellow^'! in- 
habits -Christmas Sound, in Terra del PuegOi ' Its 
fiedi is unfit to be e9,teR**-^Latham, 


TAINTEU BEUNICLE. 


i i ’ 


, (Ucmcla picU.). 


Bu. cinereo^nigricanSf nigro transversim lincata, capilc collo ab- 
domine medio tectricibus jfliSciAque alarum albis* 

Dusk^-ash ^er^icle, transYcrscly lioeated with black, xvith the. 
iieatl, hcctc/ micidle of tlie abdomeb, coverta/aiid stripe o^'chc 
wmg, white. 

/Lnl^'pi<^.' 1. 604. ' Ihd. 

Paipli^ jBoo^., LatA. Gen. Syn. 6 . 443 * ’ 

^‘ Length twenty-eight ihefies : b^a^ 


an inch,. and a lialf in length: colour , 
ash-colour : head and neck white, inclining to ash- 



GREITfH&IDBD .BSftNlCLE. 


61 


(abm<at)^vhiiui<li^Oitke ftaUiei^jofitbeibi^ead 
I^«AucedforiNcd;okieaQli«a^ Qivtiie>iipplae4iaiiAilifoq 

tecbst whiks j^iriie^ 
akroasiiveilB nuimi^si'iiat'row bkok'bars Oj^o 
pioll>r«r>(^Ct!baok pde givy^rbarred Jnxthcd saad 
mhonejiiAiaith blaok t biroi) parttof tbe/badbatui 
^capularadtisky ^wing^verts. white ht tbe<b<liid 
o£<the! wing a, blunt knob: secondary qnillS‘dodB]i^ 
witihipale edges.: prime quills and tail >bkdb:'<tlid 
middle ofthe bellji thighs^ and vent white;: eve# thb 
tbigbs barred dusky and white : legs black* ’ Thisi was 
met with on Staaten Isluid, in January.’WXal/iam. 

(IThe last four species greatly resemble each other : 
itiis extremely probable that future observations may 
prove them to be mere variations in plunu^e, de- 
pending upon age or sex : they all inhabit the same 
logion. 


GUEY-HEAb£D DEnNlCl.i;. 


. (Berniicia cMB.}.. 

• «M •t\’. ‘f ' i’ /•riuiifvi liri.*' fyiVU,' • 

capUe cMpq^ gnsejt^i, spff^ vkWf 

humeru albis. 

Ruj^^«red B^rtiicI^ with the head and neck ii|r|hg 
green, shoulders white. ^ ^ ^ 

Anas Cana. GmeU Syst. l^at, ]• 510. Lath, Ind, 6m, 2. 846? 

d ^^^^ise Coi^ipradel. . jfonnfr. Yoy.^ Ind, 

^^neV tkth, 6^nJ'Syn^9, 4.^8. Ldlh> Sfjn, 9up: 




BLACKi ANQ rWrmtrB iBRlUlteLG. 


OS) 

Wakfdiibky ulUadaiia 
i^)^,{^^^gmyj4l«heel|ftiwhi^d tbe'Jn-^btt^fbdly,’ ali^ 
l^k ,«n^)^ghfci94Mol«UiV|iniHed sf^USv duikeinseln^ 
cjffjtd^ijthnnB : -^/Avu^l^ffK^ wbitedit^idoaM 

CMwdRiy gV9Dr>/; IpriinaridkiblRek!: •|Ar1 

vent orange with a blatik shdr*} .ithehtftil'aiiidillegs 
black: at the bend of the wing is a blunt knob. 
The female is less brilliant in colour, and is destitute 
of the white on the ch^ks.' It~inhabits the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Coast of Coromandel. 


B. Digitis anterioribus semipalmatis. 
B. With the anterior toes half webbed. 

BLACK AND WHITE BERNICLE? 


melanoleuca.) 




&^a/dapite. haU6, 'alU, caud^, J^ori6usque nigris, 'roslra 
WJiilis^Bihiude'Witb ifte’bdad,) neck, wings, tail, and tbigbs; 
Anas melanoleuca.; Lath^ Ind, Orn, Am^ Uix., 

Anki^'lniiilliioliiut^' ' ‘ ‘iHUt. i 'Miml Diet.' 

- v 

4. pf NeiyjIiQllapdi 

the^ Bla^f^i^ked Sja^an n iHSi be^.|i^ij^er|y((«aipi)«rvta 
Swiffa exlippdingifar,^^ 

t^^^ ip tjie eye§ ; ,it is yf^AowHh bsiWKffeddn 





0 »' 

itoabiddBe ?>fcy)pbiiiii aa><weH>als>t>h^ tttidty4iMdi()Ic 
]ble deoUy 

blacky > the ircisrt of< fth^ 'phfmjki^'^h^ t 
lalig;ab«|!<jreUowv aud 'tlib bf' Vhe^*^^ 

PQIidli labov^ half theirdieli^hj'' 


!> • , ! 


HAWKSnUIlY DBRNICLK. 

(Bernicla jubata.) 

Bk. subcrislata grisea^ capite coUoque ferrugineis^ pcciorc undu^ 
laid abdomine crissoque ntgris. 

Subcrested Otey Berniele with the head and neck rust-colour, 
the breast undulated^ and the abdomen and rump black. 

Anas jubata. Lath, Ind, Orn. App, Ixix. VidL 2 Edit- du 
Nouv. Diet. d*HUt, Nat.i. b.p- 1 10. 

Hawksbury Duck. Lath. Spn. Sup. ii. 358* pl> in front. 

Described and figured by Latham ip jliis 
Supplement to his Synopsis. “ Ler^h iwo^tyi^i^.o 
inches : beak rather shorter than that of the<WigetMh^f 
colour black : head diul neck 
the back part of the ha^ the feat|;i'eir8|''^ri^,|'i^^^ 
l(!i^h^ped, somewhat ptd^. and black.i)tihoMPhdli; 
the upper part of the back and wing-coverts bi^wnish 
ash-colour, the last palest : the lower part of the b^k, 
i^htt^/^tsdl.'s^d ihlddle dfthe helly, vent, underkil- 
edveti;^'«nd''^ills brack V btiit the sides di^ thk 
IkmtstleMS belfy ‘Udde^= aVe ^ejr, ' ctos^ 

witbrjyniMtfb ubdUlaiefd'iMidt f’s^cdlnm of theHi^ii'g 
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SEMIPALIifATfifi BERI«ICLE. 


gram, boniided on each dide with white, but bettMtIi 
the white is broader than idrove : the outer webs of 
the scapulars are black : but the most distinguishing 
character is, that the feathers of the breast have the 
ends of a pale silrerjr grey, and on each side of the 
grey a spot of blackish, giving that part an undulated 
af^earance, spotted with black: the wings, when 
closed, do not reach quite to the end of the tail : the 
legs are brown. The female differs in having the 
vent white instead of black, and the green speculum 
on the wings smaller and less conspicuous. Inha« 
bits New South Wales ; frequently met with about 
Hawksbury River, and now and then observed perched 
upon trees.” 


SEMIFALMATED BEKNICLE. 

(Bernicla semipalmsts.) 

Bb. gritea, capUe collo JimorUnuqueJiuco~nigris, coUari un^gio 
corporeque subtut dibit, pedibut sem^ahnatit. 

Grey Beniicle with the head, neck, and thighs brown-black, the 
cdlar, rump, and body beneath white, the legs half-^rebbed. 
Anas aemipahnata. Tram. ir. 108. Latb.Ind.Oru.dpp> 
Ixix. 

Ansef semiptdmata. Vieil. 2 Edit. Nouv. Diet. dHitt. Nat. 
t. 23. p. 343. 

Seudpalmated Goose. Lath. Spn, Sup. ii. 347. jd. 139. 

THia nngnlar bird, which probably constitutes a 
distinct genus, and appeara to connect the Geese with 
the Cereopsis, is thus described by Latham in his 



, SGMIPALMA'SED BEBNICLE. 


6S 


;/m994i^SllknefkU: *f ^«efl«arly of H/Wild .Qowe : 

; . bf[^< b|P 9 ji^, t}io cere At Uie base of it passing (ur eoch 
iii <tS! theheadf neek«:8nd thigbAbrpwmsh- 
.t^blaek; rowd the lower ’i»rt of the neck SiOollAr of 
;4^])ilte.: the rump and under parts •white: legc(,)pd: 
tpa only webbed half way from the base « e^tterpal 
plumage does not seem to have any great peeuU^y, 
but on disseetioB, the situation of the tracheal ofmi a 
great singularity, for after pasting on the,fore>jiart 
of the neck in the usual way, it forms several circum- 
volutions on the outside of the. muscles of the breast, 
under the skin, before it enters the cavity.” In- 
habits New Holland: found in flocks, especially near 
Hawksbury River : its note is said to be agreesbiu* 
and the bird to perch on trees in the manner of the 
Whistling Duck. 


STIItPS If. 


Rostram mr ttltHU juam latum, auk tmUeeiumi tani elan- 
galif trachea———? 

Beak bcucAj higher thw broad at its base, hiilf-oof«s«d:iiitt*a 
cere I tarti elongated ; trachea ' ■ 


Thebe is but one genus known belongingt.tni this 
stirps, which is at once distinguished flroin‘ the NSt of 
the Anatidse, by the cere with which the batat'half 
of the beak is flirnished; ' ‘ 


V. XII. P. II. 


5 
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CEREOPSIS; CEREOPSIS. 

Qenderk Character, 

Rostrum brevisrimum, vali- 
dum, basi fcth altidsquam 
longitudine^ cerfi ad me- 
dium tectum, apice arcuato, 
truncate ; mandibul& infe* 
riore a{Hce dilatata. 

Korea magnae, apertae, in 
medio rostri sitm. 

' calcar obtusum, armatc. 

Pedes longiores, robusti, te- 
tradactyli ; digiU antici 
. palmati, membran& valdi 
^ emaiginatfi ; ungues va> 
lidi, ford. 

CEREOPSIS. Lath. P Vieil., Illig., Teum. 

the above characters may be added, that the 
wing>ooverts are nearly as long as the quills, and the 
first quilUfeather is rather shorter than the follow, 
ing. It may be observed that a note expressive of 
doubt is attached to the reference to Latham, &c., 
though not to that of Temminck; which may appear 
somewhat extraordinary, as the former author was 



Becdc very short, strong, 
nearly as high at the base 
as its length, covered with 
a cere to the middle, the 
tip arched and truncated ; 
the inferior mandible di- 
lated at its dp. 

Nostrils large, open, placed 
in the middle of the beak. 

Wings armed with an obtuse 
spur. 

Legalongf robust, four>toed; 
the assterior toes palmated, 
the mmnbraili||||Hy^eeply 
notched; the 
and strong. 






NEW HOLLAND CEREOPSIS. 
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the first who described the bird, and gave the name 
to the genus ; but he says, in his description, that 
the head is ** 'wholly cvoeredi heywtd the ears, with 
ajrough skin or cere,** and tW the kgs are ** stout, 
bare much above the knee; the toes cloven, and the 
outer one connected to the middk at the base which 
characters do not agree with thoge of the specimen 
that is now in the British Museum,** as the doctor 
informs us in the new edition of his Synopsis, nor 
with those of any other known bird ; whereas the cha* 
racters laid down by Temminck agree in every respect 
with the specimen in the collection above alluded to, 
and fiom which the accompanying figure was taken. 

Latham placed this genus among the Grallse ; but 
as its feet are decidedly palmated, and its general 
habit seems to connect it with the birds of this family, 
1 have removed it from thence to its present, appa> 
rently, more natural situation. 


NEW HOLLAND CEREOPSIS. 

(Cereopsis Nora Hollandin.) 

tK. cinereo^grisettf supra Jiucescens^ tedricibus alarum maculis 
aliquot nigris. 

Ashy-grey Cereopsis above brO^nishi with ^fne of the Wfeg* 
coverts spotted with black. 

Cereopsis Nora Hollandias. Lath. Ind. Om, Sup* IjMi. 

Anser griseus* Vieil.'2 Edit, du Nouv. Did. dHist. Nat. 1 23^ 
p. 338. 

Cereopsis oendr£. Temm. Pla, Color, no. 206. 

New Hdland Cereopsis. Lath, Oen. Sym* ii.^325. pi, 138 * 



08 NEW HOLLAND CEREOFSIS. 

** Size of a small Qoose: length thirty-nine inches : 
neck long : bare part of the thigh an inch and three 
quarters; leg s&oen inches and a half; middle toe 
three inches and three quarters : the beak is black» 
three quarters of an inch in length; but from the tip 
to the gape an inch and a quarter ; the under man- 
dible shutting clos^ under the upper : Jirom the base 
qf the beak begins a bare, rough skin qf a yeUm co- 
lour ^ covering the whole qfthe head beyond the ears: 
the plumage is pale ash-grey> but the neck and under 
parts are paler, the upper inclining to brown ; some 
of the wing-coverts and axillaries have a dusky blackish 
spot near the ends, and the quills are dusky towards 
the tips : tail the same, consisting of sixteen feathers, 
and rounded in shape: at the bend of the wing a 
blunt knob : the second quills nearly as long as the 
prime ones : the legs are orange colour, but the fore 
part above the head, the toes and claws, are black : 
toes four in number, the three forward ones very 
stout and cloven, but the exterior is connected to the 
middle one by a membrane at the base : the sole of 
the foot is a solid knob on which the foot rests, and 
above this a very small fourth toe, which scarcely 
reaches the ground.” 

The above is Latham’s description of this very 
singular and inelegant bird : there is a bad specimen 
at present in the British Museum, which answers to 
the above, except in those parts which are printed in 
Italics: the bird in question has the head clothed 
with ashy-grey feathers, and the basal half of the 
beak alone covered with a rugose or papillated cere : 
the legs are shorter than above stated, the tarsi scarcely 



NEW HOLLAND CEREOPSIS. 
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measuring six inches in length, and the bare space 
above the knee, less than one inch : the toes are not 
cleft, but, as before-mentioned, in the generic cha- 
racter, they are united by a membrane which has its 
edges very deeply notched; the hinder toe is not 
particularly small. 

Native of New Holland. Three specimens only 
are known, which are deposited in the national col- 
lections of London, Paris, and Berlin. 


STIRPS III. 

Rostrum hid latiils quam <^um, lateribus laminalo-denlatU} tarsi 
breves } poUcx dmpkje. 

Beak broader than high at its base, with its edges lomioato-dcn- 
tate ; tard short j hiiid toe simple. 

The Ducks of this stirps arc generally of a slen- 
derer form than those of the fifth ; their beak is more 
equal, their neck and wings longer ; the tarsi shorter 
and less compressed ; the legs placed more forward 
on the abdomen, and the hind toe is destitute of 
a membrane. They walk better than those birdsy 
but with less freedom than the Swans and Geese ; 
swim well, but do not dive. They feed upon aquatic 
plants and their seeds, as well as upon fishes and 
other small animals. 
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TAPORNA. SHIELDRAKE, 

Generic Chflracicr. 

Rostrum basi tuberculo ele- Beak armed with an elevated 
vatd armatum, medio de- tubercle at its base, de> 

pressum, apice latmn; pressed in the middle, 

mandibul^ superiore ad broad at the tip; the upper 

apicem lateradm 8ulcat&, mandible laterally groov^ 
apice subrecurvatft. near the tip, which is som^ 

what turned upwards. 

Caput plumis tectum. Head clothed with feathers. 

Jke nmphces. ] Win^ simple, 

TADORNA. Leach MSS., Fleming. 

ANAS. Linn., Gmel., Lath., &c. 

SHlELDRAKEjS have a small elevated tubercle 
at the base of the beak, which is flattened towards the 
twiddle and broad at the tip, where a slight recurva> 
tion takes place : they may he distinguished from the 
Musk-ducks, which jalso possess a tuberculated ap- 
pendage, by having the head entirely clothed with 
feathers, lliere appear to be but few species hitherto 
discovered whose habits, as far as known, are similar: 
they nidificate in deserted rabbit-burrows, or holes in 
the ground. 
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BUDDY SHIELDRAKE. 

(Tadorna rutila.) 

Ta. rufa^ coUare remi^bus rectricibuejne nigrU, speculo albo. 
Red Shieldrake with the collar, quills, and tail-feathers black, 
the speculum white. 

Anas Casarca. Linn, SysU Nat. App, iii. 224. GmeL Stfst. Nat. 

1.511. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 841. 

Anas rutila. Pallas, Nov. Comm. Peirop. 14.579. 

Canard Kasarka. Tcmm. man. d*Orn. 535. Id. 2 Edit, ii. 832. 
Ruddy Goose. Lath. Gen. 8yn, 6. 456. Lath. Syn. Sup,. 273. 

Length twenty-one inches: beak black: iridcs 
yellowish-brown : the top of the head and a baud 
on the eyes white : the forehead, cheeks, and throat 
reddish-white : the neck red, encircled with a black 
collar : the prevailing colour of the body rusty-red : 
the rump and tail greenish-black : the quills black : 
the greater wing-coverts form a speculum at their 
tips of a pure white : the legs long, and blackish- 
brown. The female is destitute of the black collar 
on the neck : part of her head is white or whitish ; 
forehead brown-red : the neck varied with white and 
ashy-brown: the red of the plumage less brilliant 
than in the male. 

Inhabits the eastern countries of Europe, ^and 
several parts of Asia, particularly Persia and India : 
it also appears during its migrations in Austria, Hun- 
gaiy, and Germany, but does not frequent the sea- 
coasts. It makes its nest in the craggy banks of the 
Wolga, and other large rivers : the female lays eight 
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or nine white eggs: she sometimes constructs her 
nest in a hollow tree, or in the deserted holes of 
the Marmot. It will not bear confinement, several 
attempts having been made to reclaim it, but to no 
pui'pose. Its voice is said to resemble that of a Pea- 
cock, or rather the notes of a claricmet. Its chief 
food consists of aquatic plants, their seedi^ insects, 
or small fishes. 


BURROW SHIELDRAKE. 

(T^oma Bdlonii.) 

Ta. cajiite nigro-virescente, cofpore albo variegato. 

Shieldrake with h gr^iudi4dack head, the body variegated witli 
white. 

Anas fadonia. Linn. Syst.Nat. 1. 195. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 
506. Raii, Syn. 140. A. Brm. Om. 6. 344. Latb. Ind. 
()m. 2. 854. 

Tadorne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 205. jJ. 14. Buff. PL Enh 
53. Cuv. lieg. Anim. 1. 537. 

Canard tadorne. Temm. man. dOrn. 536. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 833. 
Shieldrake. Alb. Birds^ 1. pi. 94. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 278. 
Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 972. Hayes, Brit. Birds, i.pl, 28. male. 
Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 604. Latb. Syn. Sup. 275. Lath. Syn. 
Sup. ii. 353. Don. Brit. Birds, pi. 71. Lew.BrU. Birds, 7. 
pi. 248. Wale. Syn. 1. pi. 57. Motit. Om. Diet. 2. and Sup. 
Lath. lAnn. Trans, iv. 117. pi. 15./. 8, 9. (trachea.) Bern. 
Bfit.' Birds, 2. 341. 

Tadorna Bcllonii. Leach MSS. 

Not quite two feet in length : the beak and its 
fleshy protuberance in front of a blood-red : the irides 
brown : the head and neck of a veiy dull green : the 
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lower part of the neck, the wing>coverts, back, sides, 
rump, and base of the tail are pure white : the sea* 
pulars, a large band on the middle of the belly, the 
vent, quills, and the tips of the tail-feathers deep 
black : a broad red band surrounds the breast, and 
reaches upwards to the top of the back: the spe- 
culum of the wing is purple-green : the under tail- 
feathers are red : the legs are flesh-coloured. The 
female is smaller, and is nearly destitute of the fleshy 
protuberance on the base of the beak, on which part 
there is a small whitish spot : all the colours of the 
plumage are much duller than in the male : the pec- 
toral band is narrower, mid the black band which 
extends across the belly is very straight, and is often 
marked with larger white spots. The young of the 
first year have the face, the hinder and lower parts of 
the neck, the back, and the under parts of the body 
white: the head, cheeks, and nape brown, dotted 
with white: the breast bright reddish : the scapulars 
of a dusky ash, edged with bright ash : the lesser 
wing-ceverts are white, edged with ash : the tail is 
tipped with ashy-brown : the beak is reddish-brown : 
the legs livid. 

The structure of the trachea in the male of this 
bird is different from that of any other European 
species : this organ is furnished with a labyrinth, 
composed of two roundish bladders of a most deli- 
cate texture, one of which is larger than the other ; 
both are uneven on the surface, and of so tender 
a fabric as scarcely to bear the pressure of the finger 
without fracture. 

Inhabits the north and western parts of Europe, 
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and some parts of Asia, preferring the sea*coasts, and 
never from choice quitting its marine haunts. It is 
not uncommon on the British coasts, and remains 
with us all the year. The female makes her nest, 
and rears her young, under ground, in the rabbit- 
holes which are made in the sand-hills near the sea- 
shore : the nest is usually formed of the fine down 
plucked from her breast : she lays ten or twelve 
roundish white eggs, which are hatched in about 
thirty days, the male assisting in the process of incu- 
bation. Both sexes are very attentive to their young, 
and are said to carry them from place to place in 
their beaks, especially when the nest is situated at 
some distance from the water : if they happen to be 
interrupted during such times, the young are shel- 
tered, and the parent birds fiy off, and drop at a 
short distance, trailing themselves along the ground, 
and appear to struggle as if wounded, in order to 
teu^pt a pursuit after them, and should they succeed, 
they instantly return to their hapless charge.’ They 
will sometimes breed with the Common Duck, and, 
according to Montagu, bear confinement well, and 
appear to enjoy perfect health, provided they are 
allowed communication with a pond. Their prin- 
cipal food consists of sea-weed, small shell-fish, ma- 
rine insects, and small fishes. 
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CRIMSON'BILLED SHIELDRAKE. 

(Tadoma erythrorhyadia.) 

• 

Ta. Ju&ca subtus atba, pectore lateribus maculis JusciSf fam& 
alarum alb& alterdque subtus lutescenUi cauda nigrd. 

Brown Shieldrakc beneath white, the sides of the breast with 
brown spots, with a white band on the wings bounded below 
with yellowish, the tail black. 

Anas erythrorhyncha. GmeL S^st. Nat. !• 517. Lath* Ind, 
Om. 2. 855. 

Crimson-billed Duck. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 507- 

Length fifteen inches : the beak is of a fine deep 
crimson, and turns up a little at the end : the irides 
red : the plumage on the upper parts of the body of 
a dusky brown, with the forehead palest, and the 
edges of the feathers on the back very pale : on the 
wing is^ narrow transverse white bar, with another 
of a bun colour beneath it : the chin, sides of the 
head, beneath the eyes, and all the under parts white, 
with the sides of the breast irregularly spotted with 
brown, and of the body, over the thighs, transversely 
marked with delicate brown lines : the tail is dusky* 
black : the legs the same. Inhabits the Cape of Good 
Hope. 
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GEORGIA SHIELDRAKE. 

(Tadorna Georgica.) 

Ta. cintre(hnehulosay tcciricibus alarum cinerascentibus, sfecida 
alarum viridi albo marginaiOt remigibm rectridbusque nigri^ 
cantibm* 

Ashy-clouded Shieldrake with the wing-ooverts ashy^ the spe** 
culum of the wing grecu^ margined with white^ the^quills and 
tail-feathers dusky. 

Anas Georgica. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.516. Lath. Ind. Om. S. 847- 
Georgia Duck. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 478. 

** Length twenty inches : beak two inches, turn- 
ing up a little at the end; colour yellow ; edges and 
tip dusky black: irides reddish-brown : the head and 
neck pale reddish-ash colour, lightest on the fore part, 
and minutely dashed with dusky streaks : the upper 
p^rts of the body pale reddish-ash colour, marked 
with dusky spots : scapulars the same, but ^per in 
colour: wing-coverts pale ash colour: speculum of 
the wings pale verdigris-green, edged with dusky, 
bounded above and beneath with a bar of white : sides 
pale cinereous, marked with spots of a deeper colour: 
quills and tail dusky : legs greenish-ash colour. This 
was found in South Georgia, the middle of January, 
and was a male bird: the flesh was thought good 
eating. From the drawings of Sir Joseph Banks.” 
— Latham. 
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CRESTED SHIELDUAKE. 

. (Tadorna cristata.) 

Ta. cinerea cristata^ /route gents colloque postico cincrasccntihis, 
gd&juguloquejlavescentibus macvlis ferrugineis, spcculo alarum 
ceeruleo sublus albo. 

Ash-colourcd crested Shieldrakc with tlic front, checks, and neck 
behind ashy; the throat and juguluin yellowish, with rust- 
coloured spots; the speculum of the wing blue, beneath white. 
Anas cristata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 540. Lath. Lid* Orn* 2. 870. 
Crested Duck. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 543. 

Size of the Wild Duck ; length twenty-eight 
inches : beak two inches long, black, and turns up 
at the end; edges of the upper mandible yellowish : 
irides red : top of the head dusky, lengthening into 
a crest at tlic hind head : forehead, sides under the 
eyes, and neck, pale ash colour : chin, and fore part 
of the nSek, pale cream colour, transversely spotted 
round the low.er part of the neck with dusky and 
fciTuginous : back and wing-coverts deep dusky-ash 
colour : lower part of the back and rump pale rufbus- 
ash colour : speculum of the wings fine blue, bounded 
below with white: quills and tail black; the last 
pointed in shape, and longer than the wings. In- 
habits Staaten Lsa^”~^Latham. 
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Generic Otaracter, 


Rostrum bad tubeFculo in- 
stnictum. 

Fades lorumgae nudae, poi- 
pillosae. 

Ake tuberculatce. 


Beak furnished with a tu- 
bercle at its base. 

Face and lores naked, warty. 

Wi^s tubcrculatcd. 


CAIRINA. Fleming. 

MOSCHA. Leach MSS. 

ANAS. Linn., Gmel., Ray, Briss., Lath., &c. 

Distinguished from the other genera of this 

stirps by its naked and verrucose face and lores, and the 
tubercular appendage at the bend of the wing j which 
characters, combined with the knob at the base of 
the beak, appear fully to warrant its separation as a 
genus. Upon this point, as before observed under 
the observations upon the genus Chenalopex, I am 
lik^y to have many opponents ; and it has been urged 
as one proof of tW identity of this genus and the 
Dupks, that the common Musk-duck and the Mal- 
lard will associate together, and produce a mixed 
breed ; but if it be a fact, as stated, that individuals 
belonging to the same genus only will mix and pro- 
duce a’ hybrid breed, how are we to reconcile the 





COMMON MUSK-DUCK. 


70 


anomaly with respect to the Canaryfinch, which will 
propagate with the Goldfinch, Sparrow, and Yellow- 
hammer, birds Wonging to different genera? 


COMMON MUSK-DUCK. 


. (Cidrina sylvestris.) 

Ca. corporr, n^o vtn'dt cecniteort nitentc, Iciirkihus nlannn 
albis. 

Musk-duck Mrith a bhuik body glossed with green or blue, the 
wiiig-covcrts white. 

yVnos moschata. Lim. SifH, JVht. 1. Sjfst, Nat. I. 

fi I a. Jirm, OfHh fS. 2. 846. 

Anas sylvestris llrasliiffllitie, ; 5^.148^ 188. 

Le Canard nnis(|ue. 

lH.Enl.9S9. Cuv. Iteg. Anm.i, S37. , . ■ 

Muscovy Duck. Alb. Birds, 3. pt. 97, 98. Xo^vGeM. i%Hi & 
47C. Lath. Lhm. Tram, iv. 1 \3.pl. xir. jf. 6> 6, XatA..8!yn,. 
Sup. ii. 348. Bexo. Brit. Birds, ii. 320. 

. ' V. ■ 

Much larger than the Common Duck, being np«' 
wards of two feet in length : in its wild state it is 
described as being entirely of a black colour, with 
blue and green reflections, and white wing-coverta: 
domesticated, it varies much : its usual appearance is 
as follows : the tip of the beak and nostrils brown ; 
the rest of it and the naked skin at its biise and round 
the eyes red : the crown of the head slightly tufted, 
and black : the cheeks, throat, and fore part of the 
neck white, irregularly marked with black : the belly, 
from the breast to the thighs, white : the general 
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4 

idiidoor of the test of the^itiiniii^'de^ ifiihKest 

and glossed with green dn the back, mm^; quills, 
and taQ, the two outer feathers of ^ litthr abd ^e 
three first primaries being whitef the le^ afid' i^t 
are short, thick, and red. In th^ female this ndked 
carunculated skin is of a paler red, and 'does not 
cover so large a portion of the head as in the male : 
she is also somewhat smaller. 

The trachea of this bird, according to Dr. Latham, 
is stout, nearly equal in diameter, but a trifie smaller 
towards the bottom ; the bony arch finishes the bottom 
part, and appears as if furnished with rings, but they 
are not moveable : the orbicular labyrinth is attached 
to the side of it ; its surface is universally rough and 
iiregularly furrowed with fine indented lines ; the 
opposite side runs into a pear shape, and is placed 
obliquely, with the point lowest, but is fiattened con- 
siderably on the surface : the bony arch is on this 
^side smooth, having no appearance of rings, and is 
bent at a small angle from the trachea, although it 
constitutes a continutthce of it. 

■ Musk-duck» are supposed to have been originally 
narives of South America, where they are still found 
wild : they are now tolenbly common in a domestic 
state in most European countries. According to 
Buffota they nestle on the trunks of old trees, and 
when thei young are hatched, the mother takes them 
one after another by the beak and throws them into 
the water. Their eggs are larger and rounder ' than 
those of the Duck, and are frequently tinged with 
gremi: ^ese birds are more prolific and sit oftener 
than other Ducks, and their fiesh, which is high 
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flavoured, is much esteemed. They have obtained 
the name of Musk-duck from their musky smell, 
which proceeds from the fluid secreted from the 
glands on the rump. They are naturally very wild 
and shy, but when kept in confinement they are more 
docile, and will frequently associate and produce a 
mixed breed with the Common Duck. 


NILOTIC MUSK-DUCK. 


(Cairina Nilotica.) 


Ca. alhtda maculis canis^ pectoris lateribus abdomineque cam 
lineatis. 

Whitish Musk-duck with hoary 8pots> the sides of the breast and 
the abdomen striped with hoary. 

Anas Nilotica. Gmel. S^st, Nat. 1 • 508. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2, 846. 
Nilotic Goose. Lath, Gen. S^n. 6. 488# 


** Size between the Pintail Duck and the Common 
Goose, but stands higher on its legs. Nail of the 
beak hoary ; the margin of it bounded by a callus, 
which is a little elevated^ equal, and of a purplish 
bl^-cqlour; a second encompasses the base, a little 
elevated, of a dull purple, and has four warts, two 
on each side : irides yellow : throat, sides of the neck, 
crown, and a line behind the eyes, whitish, spotted 
with hoary Or cinereous : breast, belly, and thighs, 
whitish-brown, crossed with dusky transverse lines : 
odes of the breast and belly marked with dblong and 
hoary lines: tail longish, rounded in shape: legs 

V. XII. p. II. 6 
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red : claws black. Inhabits the Nile, in Upper 
Egypt. It is easily tamed, and lives among other 
domestic poultry. — Latham. 


ROYAL MUSK-DUCK? 

(Cairina? regia.) 

Ca ? corporc caruleo suhtus Jitsco, collari albo. 

Musk-duck ? with the body cserulean/ beneath brown^ the collar 
white. 

Anas regia. Gmeh S^st. Nat. I. 508. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 847- 
lloyal Duck. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 349. 

Rather larger than the Common Wild Duck : it 
has a compressed caruncle on the forehead, forming 
a crest or comb : all the upper parts of the plumage 
aie of a fine blue, the under grey : on the neck is a 
beautiful white collar. Inhabits Chili. 
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ANAS. DUCK. 

Generic Character. 


Sostrum baa glabrum, de- 
pressum, latum, ad api- 
cem rectum, obtusum, 
Nares ovales, parvse. 

Cauda mediocris, rectficUm 
aequalibus, basiplerumquc 
penius recurvadsinstructis. 


Beak simple at the base, de- 
pressed, broad, straight, 
towards the tip, obtuse. 

Noetrils ov^, small. 

Tail mediocral, its Jiathers 
equal, the base often fur- 
nished with recurved 
plumes. 


ANAS Auctorum. 

Ducks may be distinguished from the two pre- 
ceding genera of this stirps by the absence of the 
fleshy protuberance on the base of the beak peculiar 
to them : from the Shovelers, by the beak not being 
expanded towards the tip; from the Pintails and 
Wigeons by the bluntness of the tail-feathers, and 
from the Teals by the shape of their beak and their 
larger size. 



WILD DUCK. 

(Anas Boscbas.) 

Ah. fiimrea^ rectncibui intermediU mans recuroatU, torque albo. 
Afib-coloured Duck with the intermediate tail-feathers of the 
male recurved^ the neck with a white ring. 

Anas Boschas. Linn. SysL Nat. 1. 205. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 

538. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 850. 

Anas fera, Briss. Om. 6. 318. 

Canard saurage. Bujl Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 115. pi. 7, 8. Buff. 
PI. Enl. 776j 777. Temm. man. d'Om. 537- Id. 2 Edit. ii. 
835. 

Le Canard ordinaire. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 537. 

Wild Duck^ or Mallard. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 279. Penn. Arct. 
Zool.2.A9A. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. Alb. 2. pi. 10. Wale. 
JSyn. 1. pi. 79. Don. Brit. Birds, 5. pi. 124. Leoiin. Brit, 
Birds, 7* pi. 246. Mont. Om. Diet. 1. and Sup. Bew. Brit. 
Birds, 2. 327. Lath. Syn. Sup. 2. 351. Lath. Linn. Trans, 
iy. 1 1 2. pi. 13. Jl 10. (trachf^) Wils. Amer. Om. viii. p.\\2. 
pi. xc.Jl 7. male. Bing. Anim. Biog. ii. 336. 

Variety^ a.—Anas domestica. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 206. Raii, 
Syn. 150. Briss. Orn. 6. 308. 

Boschas major. Briss. Orn. 6* 326. A. 

BoiMshas major grisea. Briss. Om. 6. 326. 

Boschas major nasyia. Briss. Orn. 6. 327* 

Tame Duck. Alb. Birds, 2. pi. 99. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 494. 
Beu). Brit. Birds, 2. 333. 

Variety^ b.-- Anas adunca. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1 . 206. Gmel. 
Syst. Nat. 1. 538. 

Anas rostro incuryo. Briss. Om. 6. 311. Raii, Syn. 150. 
Hook-billed Duck. Alb. Birds, 2. pi. 96, 97. Lath. Gen. Syti. 
6. 495. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 338. 

About twenty>two inches in length : the beak is 
greenish-yellow : the irides reddish-brown : the head 
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and neck are very deep green: at the base of the 
neck is a white collar : the upper parts of the plumage 
are striped with very fine aigzags of ashy-brown and 
greyish-white : the breast is very deep chesnut ; the 
rest of the under parts are grey-white, rayed with 
very fine ashy-brown zigzags : the speculum of the 
wing is violet-green, edged above and below with a 
white band: the four middle tail-feathers are re- 
curved : the legs are orange. The female is lera,: 
all the plumi^e is varied with brown on a greyish 
ground : the throat is white : a whitish band, spotted 
with brown, passes above the eyes, and a dusky 
one through them : the speculum resembles that of 
the male, but is not shaded with violet : the four 
middle tail-feathers are straight: the beak is greyish- 
green : the irides brown. The young males, before 
they moult, resemble the females. It varies much in 
colour. The trachea of the male has a globulai; or 
labyrinthic cavity, about three quarters of an inch in 
diameter, just before the entrance into the lungsi « 

In a domestic state some individuals appear in 
nearly the same plumage as the wild ones ; others 
vary greatly from them, as well as from each other, 
and are marked with nearly every colour; butall tbe 
males, or drakes, still retain the curled feathen$‘"6f 
the tail. The Tame Duck is, however, of a more 
dull and less elegant form and appearance than the 
Wild, domestication having deprived it of its lofiy 
gait, long tapering neck, and sprightly eyra. i * 
Wild Ducks inhabit all the northern countries of 
the globe, and are found throughout the greater por- 
tion of Europe ; in the arctic regions they appear to 
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be most abundant; they are common in Britain, and 
breed on many of our rivers and lakes, sometimes at 
h considerable distance from the water. They scrape 
together a heap from such vegetables as are conti* 
guous for a nest, and lay from ten to eighteen bluish* 
white eggs. They have been known sometimes to 
lay their eggs in a high tree, in a deserted magpie 
or crow’s nest ; and an instance has likewise been 
recorded of one being found at Etchingham, in 
Sussex, sitting upon nine eggs, in an oak, at the 
height of twenty-five feet from the ground ; the eggs 
were supported by some small twigs placed cross- 
ways. The female, during the period of incubation, 
usually plucks the down from her breast to line her 
nest, and frequently covers the eggs when she leaves 
them. Wild Ducks pair; but when domesticated 
become polygamous. 

The flesh of the Wild Duck is in general and high 
estimation ; and the ingenuity of man, in every country 
where it frequents, has been employed in inventing 
stratagems to capture these artful and wary birds, 
and procure a delicacy for the table. A few of the 
most simple and effective of their contrivances may 
be mentioned. 

Wilson relates that in America the followii^ singu- 
lar methods are used : ** In some ponds frequented 
by these birds, five or six wooden figures, cut and 
painted so as to represent Ducks, and sunk, by pieces 
of lead nailed to their bottoms, so as to float at the 
usual depth on the surface, are anchored in a favour- 
able position for being raked from a concealment 
of brush, &c. on shore. The appearance of these 
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usiully attracts passing flocks, which alight and ai% 
shot down. Sometimes eight or ten of these painted 
wooden Ducks are fixed in a frame in various swim- 
miilg postures, and secured to the bow of the gun- 
ner’s skiff, projecting before it in such a manner that 
the weight of the frame sinks the figures to their 
proper depth j the skiff is then dressed with sedge or 
coarse grass in an artful manner, as low as the water’k 
edge ; and under cover of this, which appears like 
a covey of Ducks swimming by a small island, the 
gunner floats down sometimes to the very skirts of 
a whole congregated multitude, and pours in a de- 
structive and repeated fire of shot amongst them. 
In winter, when detached pieces of ice are occa- 
sionally floating in the river, some of the gunners on 
the Delaware paint their whole skiff or canoe white, 
and laying themselves flat at the bottom, with their 
hand over the side, silently managing a small paddle, 
direct it imperceptibly into or near a flock, before 
the Ducks have distinguished it from a floating mass 
of ice, and generally do great execution among them. 
A whole flock has somcl^es been thus surprised 
asleep, with their heads under their wings. On land, 
another stratagem is sometimes practised with great 
success : a laige tight hogshead is sunk in the flat 
marsh, or mud, near the place where Ducks are 
accustomed to feed at low water, and where, other- 
wise, there is no shelter j the edges and top are art- 
fully concealed with tufts of long coarse grass and 
reeds, or sedge. From within this the gunner, un- 
seen and unsuspected, watches his collecting party, 
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aiidiiivheQ a- rnffident number 
doim with great effecti’f - • - - h .' i ! 

0 3ut these methods^ which require much watchingii 
teiJf end fatigue, are vastly inferior to the deooya 
tiled in England, particularly in the fens of Linoohiio 
shire, where many thousands are taken at a time, 
^e Allowing is Bewick^s circumstantial account »f 
them. 

M • M. Jn the lakes where they resort, the most favourite 
haunts of the fowl are observed : then in the most 
sequestered part of this haunt they cut a ditch about 
four yards across at the entrance, and about fifty or 
sixty yards in length, decreasing gradually in width 
from the entrance to the farther end, which is not 
more than two feet wide. It is of a circular form, 
but not bending much for the first ten yards. The 
banks of the lake, for about ten yards on each side 
of this ditch (or pipe, as it is called) are kept clear 
from reeds, coarse herbage, &c. in order that the fowl 
may get on them to sit and dress themselves. Across 
this ditch, poles on each side, close to the edge of 
the ditch, are driven into the ground, and the tops 
bent tP each other, and*tied fast. These poles at 
the entrance fprm an arch, from the top of which to 
the water is about ten feet. This arch is made to 
decrjsase in height, as the ditch decreases in width, 
till the farther end is not more than eighteen inches 
in height. The poles are placed about six feet from 
each other, and connected together by poles laid 
lengthwise across the arch and tied together. Over 
them a net with meshes sufficiently small to permit 
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fclie/ibwl; getting tlnrougli u thMxmi’ticvoss, and made 
fast to a reed fence at the entsaneie, and nine or teii 
yvrda up th& ditch, 'i«nd aftdrwaids strongly’ jgcgged 
tOfth^ grbund. At the' farther end of the pipi a 
tndnel net, as it is called, is fixed, abent fonr yardh 
in length, of a round form, and kept’ open hy a 
number of hoops about eighteen inches hi 'dl^etiiii^, 
placed at a small distance from each other to keep^^ 
distended. Supposing the circular bend of the’ pipe 
to be to the right, when you stand with your back’ to‘ 
the lake, on the left-hand side a number of reed fences 
are constructed, called shootings, for the purpCse df 
screening from sight the decoy-man^ and in such a 
manner, that the fowl in the decoy may not be 
alarmed while he is driving those in the pipe : these 
shootings are about four yards in length, and about 
six feet high, and are ten in number. From the end 
of the last shooting a person cannot see the lake, 
owing to the bend of the pipes: there is then nd 
farther occasion for shelter. Were it not for these 
shootings, the fowl that remain about the mouth df 
the pipe would be alarmed, if the person driving the 
fowl already under the net should be exposed, add 
would become so shy as to forsake the place entirely. 
The first thing the decoy-man does when he 
proaches the pipe is to take a piece of lighted tu)^ 
or peat, and hold it near his mouth, to prevent the 
fowl smelling him. He is attended by a dog taught 
for the purpose of assisting him : he walks very silently 
about half-way up the shootings, where a small piece 
of wood is thrust through the reed fence, which 
makes an aperture just sufficient to see if any fowl 
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are in $ if not» he walks forward to see if any are 
about the mouth of the pipe. If there are, he stops 
and n^es a motion to his dog, and gives him a piece 
of cheese or something to eat ; upon receiving it he 
goes directly to a hole through the reed fence, and 
the fowl immediately fly off the bank into the water; 
the dog returns along the bank between the reed 
fences and the pipe, and comes out to his master 
at another hole. The man now gives him another 
reward, and he repeats his round again, till the fowl 
are attracted by the motions of the dog, and follow# 
him into the mouth of the pipe. This operation is 
called working them. The man now retreats fai'ther 
back, working the dog at different holes till the fowl 
are sufficiently under the net: he now commands 
his dog to lie down still behind the fence, and 
goes forward to the end of the pipe next the lake, 
where he takes off his hat, and gives it a wave be> 
tween the shooting: dl the fowl under the net 
can see him, but none that are in the lake can. The 
fowl that are in sight fly forward, and the man 
runs for^rard to the next shooting and waves his 
hat, and so on, driving them along till they come 
to the tunnel net, where they creep in : when they 
are all in he gives the net a twist, so as to prevent 
their getting back : he then takes the net off from 
the end of the pipe with what fowl he may have 
caught, and takes them out one at a time, and dis* 
locates their necks, and hangs the net on again, and 
all is ready for working again. In this manner five 
or six dozen have been taken at one drift. When 
the w|nd blows directly in or out of the pipes, the 
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fowl seldom work well, especially when it blows in^ 
If many pipes are made in the lake, they are so con- 
structed as to suit different winds. The better to 
entice the fowl into the pipe, hempseed is strewed 
occasionally in the water. The season allowed by 
act of parliament for catching these birds in this way 
is from the latter end of October till February. 

** Particular spots or decoys, in the fen countries^ 
are let to the fowlers at a rei)t of from five to thirty 
pounds per annum ; and Pennant instances a season 
in which thirty-one thousand two hundred Ducks, 
including Teals and Wigcons, were sold in London 
only, from ten of these decoys, near Wainfleet; in 
Lincolnshire. Formerly, according to Willoughby, 
the Ducks, while in moult and unable to fly, were 
driven by men in boats furnished with long poleSj 
with which they splashed the water between long 
nets stretched vertically across the pools, in the shape 
of two sides of a triangle, into lesser nets placed at 
the point, and in this way, he says, four thousand 
were taken at one driving in Deeping fe^; and 
Latham has quoted an instance of two thousand six 
hundred and forty-six being taken in two days, near 
Spalding in Lincolnshire ; but this manner of catching 
them while in moult is now prohibited.’* 

Prodigious numbers of these birds are also taken 
by decoys in Picardy in France, particularly on the 
river Somme. It is customary there to wait for the 
flocks’ passing over certain known places ; ’ when the 
fowler, having ready a wicker cage containing a quan- 
tity of tame birds, lets out one at a time, which enr 
tiring the passengers within gun-shot, five or six are 
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oftw JEtUed ttbDnee byiaii expertma^konan. 
idio4afciea by means of hooks baited with i«v«(,inefil;) 
whieh; the birds swallow while ewimmiaa^ on the wateri 
. . Other methods of catching Ducks are peculiar; tu 
certain nations : one of these> from its singularity* 
seems worth mentioning. A person wades into the 
water, up to the chin ; and, having his head covered 
with an empty calabash, approaches the place where 
the birds are, which, not regarding an object of this 
kind, suffer the man freely to mix with the flock ; 
when he has only to pull them by the legs under the 
water, one after another, and flx them to his belt 
till he is satisfied, returning as unsuspected by the 
remainder as when he first came among them. This 
curious method is frequently practised on the river 
Ganges, the earthen vessels of the Gentoos being 
then used instead of calabashes. These vessels are 
what the Gentoos boil their rice in: after having 
been once used, they are looked upon as defiled, and 
are thrown into the river as useless ; and the Duck* 
takers find them convenient for this purpose, as the 
Ducks, from seeing them constantly float down the 
stream, pay no attention to them. 

To this long account may be added, that in China 
the rearing of Ducks is an object of great moment. 
In that country the major part of them are hatched 
by artificial heat : the eggs, being laid in boxes of 
sand, are placed on a brick hearth, to which is given 
a proper heat during the time required for hatching. 
The ducklings are fed with craw*fish and crabs, boiled 
and cut small, and afterwards mixed with boiled rice; 
pnd in about a fortnight they are able to shift for 
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theBisBlVes. The Chhiese then p»)vid« thexk with 
an old stepmother, who lesd^ them whei«' they are 
to find provender, being first put on board a-stnn- 
pane, or boat, which is destined for their habitatibn, 
and from which the whole flock, often, it is said, to 
the amount of three or four hundred, go out to feed, 
and return at command. This method is used nine 
months out of the twelve, for in the colder months 
it does not succeed, and is so far from a novelty, that 
it may be every where seen ; but more espedially 
about the time of cutting the rice, and gleaning the 
crops, when the masters of the duck-sampanes row 
up and down the river, according to the opportunity 
of procuring food, which is found in plenty at the 
ebb tide, on the rice plantations, as they are over* 
flowed at high water. 


CURVE-BILLED DUCK. 

(Anas curvirostra.) 

An. atra, rectricibus intermediis maria recuroatis, guld tmetda 
ovali olid, rostra incurvo. 

Dusky Duck witli the intermediate tail-feathers of the male 
recurred, the throat with a white oral spot, the beak bent 
down. 

Anas cumrostra. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 537. Lath, Ind, Om, 
2. 852. 

Curre-billed Duck. Laih. Gen. Syn, 6. 496. 

Apparently distinct from the Wild Duck, than 
which it is rather larger : its beak is similar, but bent 
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downwards : irides fulvous : the prevailing colour of 
the plumage is deep black, with the quills and under 
paitr dull : the head, neck, and rump are slightly 
tinged with shining grey : on the throat is an ovd 
white spot : the five outer quills are whiter the l^st 
black : the exterior secondary quill is margined with 
white at its tip on the outer edge; but the outer 
margins in general have a blue-black gloss, and form 
a speculum of that colour on the wing ; the tail as 
in the Wild Duck, with the four middle feathers 
recurved. Described by Pallas : its native country 
is unknown. 


CHINESE DUCK. 

^ (Anas galericulata.) 

An. eristi dependente, dorsoque postico utrinque pennd recurvatd 
compressA devoid. 

Duck with a depending crest, the back behind with a recurved, 
compressed, elevated feather. 

Anas galericulata. Linn, Spst, Nat. 1. 1)06. Gmd. Spst. Nat. 

1. 539. Lath. Jnd. Om. 2. 871. 

Querquedula sinends. Briss. Om. 6. 450. 

Sarcelle de la Chine. ffist, Nat, OU. 9. 276. p). 19. Bt^. 
PI. BtU. 805, 806. 

Le Canard de la Chine. Cm. Reg. Anim. 1 . 538. 

Chinese Teal. Edw. Glean.pl. 102. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 548. 

This remarkable bird is “ somewhat less than a 
Wigeon : the beak of a dull red : irides hazel : ' the 
hind part of the head and neck full of feathers, and 
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elongated into a flattish crest : the top of the head, 
down the middle of the crown, of a greenish-black : 
between the beak and eye pale rufous ; behind^he 
eye white, passing backwards into the crest, which is 
of a dark glossy green : the feathers round the upper 
part of the neck, all round, are long and pointed, 
like tho|e of a Cock, and of a dull orange colour : the 
lower part of the neck and upper part of the breast 
chesnut : at the bend of the wing are three trans- 
verse streaks of black, and two of white alternate : 
the scapulars are black, margined with white : the 
back and rump dusky-brown, glossed in some parts 
with blue-green : on the wings a speculum, or glossy 
patch of blue-green, bounded below with white : the 
quills dusky brown, edged near the ends with pale 
grey : one of the second quills much brofider on one 
web than on the other, and cuitcs upwards in an 
elegant manner, standing upright when the wing is 
closed ; the broader web of a fine pale brownish-red, 
tipped with black ; the under, or narrower one, dusky 
black: the tail pointed, of a dusky brown, fringed 
with blue-green: the sides of the body of a brownish 
cream-colour, transversely crossed with fine black 
lines : the feathers over the thighs barred with black 
and white at the ends : the lower parts of the breast 
and belly are white : legs orange-colour : the female is 
not unlike that of the Summer Duck, but has two bars 
of white on the wing : the breast seems more clouded 
with brown, and the spots on it are not of the trian- 
gular shape, as in the Summer Duck, but rounded.** 
— Latham^ 
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4^pi3it ^specie^ 

' OQt ap^r'tp be ^eiy.cpm%ij!»..,ifr 

S ^ Engjand, bwtf,iyiit^^t 

t]|e care, soon per^bes : biit little is,^Q^, 

^ite-manners. - 


SUMMER DUCK. 

(Anas sponsa.) 

Ah. crisid dependents dujdici Dtridi caruleo alboque mrid. 

Duck with a double dependent crest varied with green, blue and 
white. * 

Anas sponsa. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 207. Gmel. SysU Nat* !• 
539* Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 871- 
Anas Sostiva. Briss, Orn. 6. 35l.pl. 32. f. 2. 

Y^'taoton Yahauhqui, RaihSyn. 176. 

Sf^UAjCsttieltd huppe. Buff. Hi^. Nat. Ois. 9. 254. BUffl JPl. 
;^^?8q,,98h, 

Le Canard dc la .Caroline. Cuv. Reg. Anim. \. 538. 

Duck. Cateshy, Carol. 1. pi. 97. Edxio. Glean.pl. 10) • 
' Penii. Atct. Zool. 2. 493. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 546. Wils. 
^ Grn. v. viii. ji. 97. pl^ hai.Jl 3* 

, ' jtENpTH/niRotieon inches : beak red, vrith the base 
o£ . they upper mandible yellow j the tip and, ri^go 
black: the irides hazel : the occiput g^tly crp^l^V 
the leathers of the crest and head are, glossy, greoPd 
tinged with purple*, the former am veiy It^ jand 
dependent : from the nostrils a white Une>pe8ees on 
each side over the eye to the oceiput, and nnetbn^ 
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lie c^e to tliO saniO 'patljt : o^< 

'^p^t, l^eatii' the creist^ b!abk : the chin ehd thifhat 
'iire ithfte, forining a slendw curve round the ^(ie, 
’tMd 'etidihg in a point at the back of the eye ; bdbw 
tMt {s' a second curve, also tending towards the nape 
the neck, below the crest, and the breast, ere 'of la 
ruddy yinaceous hue, inclining to brown behind : the 
breast is marked with triangular spots of white ; from 
thence, as far as the vent, white : the feathers which 
fall over the wings are barred with black and white : 
the back is glossy brown : the saipulars are glossed 
with blue-green ; the secondaries with blue: the sides 
of the body are finely barred with dusky and cream- 
colour : the feathers on the thighs crossed with black 
and white at the ends : the sides of the vent purplish- 
chesnut : the legs orange. The female is less : the 
feathers round the beak and eye white, passing back- 
wards in a streak behind, and ending in a point : 
chin and throat also white: fore part of the neck, 
and breast, brown, marked with triangular white 
spots : the back, tail, and wings brown : the coverts 
of the last and secondaries mixed with blue-green : 
the tips of the lower coverts white, forming a bar on 
the wing : the quills dusky, edged within with green, 
and near the tips without with grey: the belly white. 

A most beautif^ species, inhabiting Mexico and 
other parts of North America ; migrating north in the 
summer: it appears about New York in the spring, and 
breeds there, making its nest in the decayed hollows 
of trees, or in craggy rocks of the rivers : in Louisiana 
it is found throughout the year. It rarely visits the 
sea-shore, or salt marshes, its favourite haunts being 

V. XII. p. II. 7 
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the wditary^ de^> and-ioAddy e^edu^ pmid^ aid 
mill-dama of the interior of the country^ makiDg its 
nest frequently in old. hollosr trees that overhang the 
water ; sometimes among the branches : it nsuaUy 
lays: thirteen ^gs, which are» as in the case of the 
Wild Duck, usually covered with down: the e^ 
are oval, the surface exceedingly fine grained, and 
of the highest polish^ and slightly yellowish. 

This bird seldom dies in docks of mwe than three 
or four individuals together, and most commonly in 
pairs, or singly. The common note of the male is 
peett peet; but when on the watch he sees danger^ 
he makes a noise not unlike the crowing of a young 
Cock, resembling oe eek! oe eek! Their food con> 
sists chiedy of acorns, seeds, and insects : they are 
often tamed, and will breed in confinement. 


TREE DUCK. 

(Anae arborenO 

An. gritea, capite stiberistato, abdomne,albo nigroque macukto. 
Griseoos Duck with the head dightly crested, the abdomen 
spotted with Mack and white. 

Anas arborea. Linn. Syst, Nat, 1. 207. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 
540. Lath, Ind. Om. 2. 852. 

Auaa fistularis Jamaicensia. Britt. Om. 6 . 403. Baih Syn. 
192. 

Black'MIled Whistling Dude. Edu. Glean, fd, 193. Ptnn. Aret. 
Zool. 2. 492. LaA. Oen, &fn, 6. 499. 
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iluGsS'thsv th& Wild beak bla<^ : irides 

luusel: the crown (rf* the head dusky, with a 8%ht' 
crest at its back, where it is of a red£sh«brown : the 
hhid part of the heck, the back, and seapolars^ brown ; 
the feathers of the two last edged with rufous: the 
wing-coverts rufous, spotted with black : the quills 
and tail dusky: the rump and upper tail-coverts dark‘ 
rufous-brown : the sides of the head and throat white : 
the fore part of the neck white, spotted with black : 
the breast pale rufous, spotted with black : the bfflly, . 
thighs, and vent similar in colour to the fore part of 
the neck, but the spots less and more numerous on- 
the sides : the legs are long and lead-coloured : the 
claws black. 

This species inhabits the West India islands and 
the adjacent continent of America. It is said to 
make a whistling kind of noise, and to build its nest 
in trees. 


AUTUMNAL DUCK. 

(Anas autumnalis.) 

An. grisea, remigibus caudAventreque nigris, specula alarumjidvo 
(Moque. 

Griseous Duck with the quills, tail, and belly black, the specu- 
lum of the wings fulvous and white. 

Anas autumnalis. Linn> Syst. Nat. 1. 205. Chnel. Syst. Nat- 
l.'5S7. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 852. 

Anas fistularis Americana. Brus. Om. 6. 400. pi. 38, J". 1. 
Stffleur i bee rouge et narines jaunes. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 

183. Buff. PI. Enl. 828. 

Rcd-bilM Whistling Duck. Edw. Gtean. pi, 194. Lath.' Bin. 
Syn. 6. 498 . Lath. Syn. Sup. 274. 
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FALCATED DUCK. 


j Am a 


* ;!>V. 


|>w^ty-gne Ui<i^es :r..b^\re4,. 
black : irides hazel : the crown of the head-chesniit : 
the. nape streaked with the same : the sides of the head 
tnb diit jr WbTt^ : ' ^he td^er part tlic iliiJck 


ru: 


i^di^^i^eshuii ’: the br^est and between tUti is^dlil-* 
^ra’ ^Hy-yellow'; the breast pklest^ with tH^ 
o|f*M thd feathers yellowish: the back and: 
li^’chei^not : ‘ the iilher wing-coverts rufo-eineWbiis V 
gfeali^r ebVb^s ciher^us : the quills blacky with' the 
base« bf most of them white, forming an bbliqub 
lAr of that colour dn the wing : the lower part of 
the back, the rump, tail, belly, and under the ^nga^ 
are black: the under tail-coverts are mottled with' 


black and white : the legs yellow : claws black. 

Inhabits the West India islands and parts adja- 
cent: they are very common at New Grenada, in 
South America, where the inhabitants frequently keep 
them in the farm-yards ; but they are very quarrel- 
sohie, and often fly away. 


FALCATED DUCK. 

(Anas falcaria.) 

An. cristaia, corpore cano Juscoque variegato, pectore undulaiOf 
Jroute guld torque colli Jiucidque alarum albw 
Crested Duck with the body variegated with hoary and brown, 
the breast undulated, the forehead, throat, ring on the neck, 
and band on the wing white. 
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AnasiUcaria. Gmel. Sjfst. Nat. I. .521. Lath. lad. Ont.2. 860. 

if; ;vO!0 ;>ilt : i'jM 'i •• .i'.));(>,l 

hiwl h!'! ‘ f'.!.,;.' li.; =gMt:>j!» 

by Lajfch^^ fi:o)n a j?/?,; 

cc^ll^jp^,: it iS;, S{^y9 ,Ke,.the ‘Vsuze of a 
ppp foot six inches: the beak an 
h^jf lpng^ an4 black the feathers of ^He. biacjc 
of tbe headi and a little way down tbe neck, long a^a| 
crested : the forehead and crown dull ferriiginous ; 
in. the middle, near the base of the beak, a spot of 
white ; round the eyes, hind head, and crest shining 
green, varied with copper, especially pn the temples^ 
chin white : beneath this two collars, the first of a 
greenish-black, and springs from the crest ; the lower 
is white : the rest of the neck and breast cinereous, 
undulated with brown : back grey, the upper part 
obscurely lineated with a paler colour: the belly 
dotted with grey and white : vent black, the sides of 
it white, divided transversely by a black band : shoul- 
ders grey, and somewhat undulated : scapulars grey, 
and curve inwards at the ends : speculum of a fine 
blue-green ; above it a white band : wings as long as 
the tail : legs lead colour/* 

Native of the eastern parts of Siberia; also of 
Kamtschatka and China. 
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SPANISH DUCK. 
i(Aiuutiduata.) 

An.Jfitsca, capitis antico albo, postico nigro, pedilms caruleis.. 
Brown Duclc with the h<!ad white in front and black behind, the 
legs blue. 

Anas viduata. Linn, Sjfst, Nat. 1. 205. Gtnd. Syti. Nat. 1.536. 
Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 858. 

Canard 5 free blanche de Mwagnon. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois, 9. 
255. Buff. PI. Bnl. 808. 

Spanish Duck. Penn. Genera. Birds, 65. pi. 13. Lath. Gin. 
6. 525. Lath, Spn. Sup. 27b. 

Length about twenty inches: beak and irides 
black : the forehead, cheeks, chin, and back part of 
the head pure white : crpwn black : on the neck a 
C(dlar of the same : the wings pale brown, without 
apy speculum : the back and breast blight rust co- 
lour, crossed with narrow dusky lines : the belly 
whitish brown, spotted with black: the tail cuneiform ; 
black : the legs bluish. 

A beautiful species : it inhabits the lakes of Car- 
thagena in South America : it has a winatling note. 
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GADWALL DUCK. 

(Aom strepera.) 

An. corpore supra Jusco pallido undulato^ subtus griseo alboque 
vario, speculo alarum albo, antici rufo marginato. 

Duck with the body above brown, palely undulated^ beneath 
waned with grey and whitOi the speculum of the wing whitOi 
edged with red in front. 

Anas strepera. Linn, Sysi. Nat, 1. 200. Omel, Syst, Nat, I. 

520. Briss, Orn. 6. S39, pL 33. Ji 1. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 859. 
Anas platyrhynchos. Raii^ Syn. 145. A. 

Chipeau. Btiffl Hist. Nat. Ois* 9. 187. pL 12. Buff", PI. Enl. 
958. 

Canard Chipeau^ ou ridenne. Temm. man. d'Om. 539. Jd. 

2 Edit. ii. 837. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 538. 

Gadwallj or Grey. Penn. Brit, Zool. 2. 288. Penn. Arct. Zool. 
2. 575. Lath: Gen. Syn. 6. 525. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 353. 
Lath. Unn, Trans, iv.iii.j19/. IS./. 7, 8. (trachea.) Lets. Brit. 
Birds, 7. pi. 258. Wale. Syn. 2. pi. 68. Mont. Orn. Diet. 
1. and Sup. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 350. Wils. Amer. Orn. 
viii.j 9 . I20.pl. xciy! I. 

Twenty inches in length : beak black : irides bright 
brown : the head and neck grey-brown, spotted with 
brown : the under part of the neck, the back, and 
breast are marked with black lunules : the scapulars 
and sides are barred with zigzags of white and 
blackish: the lesser wing-coverts are chesnut-red: 
the greater coverts, rump, and under tail-coverts are 
deep black : the speculum- of the wing is pure white : 
the tarsi and toes are orangey the membranes blackish. 
The female has the feathers of the back blackish- 
brown, edged with bright red : the breast is reddish- 
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grej™"- s \ ;r«i V., iM .« 

In the male the inferior larynx is dilated a little - 

a hoMf >t>i^u- 


tidlj^ahiailhV': tha rings 'of •wHiebHhe ti’a&heal tpbh’isi 
c^pblibd 'ktb^ ttkttower than in dfat bird, bht idwavdsi 
tvadlmti^ tbey'‘bdcidima brdader, and' 
theiktdi^iiiaa smaller diameteratalitde distance flrom' 
ti'ie‘lh^rid**''larynx. y >•.■:■ 

'^ihe Ondwidi inhabits^ 'the nc^hem parts of the 
glohe> ' visiting this country in the nrinter, thbugh 
sparingly: according to'Temminck it is very abundant 
in' Holland, and breads in the marshes and amihg 
rushes, laying eight or nine ashy-green eggs n it feeds 
in the n^ht, concealing itself among the reeds: nhd 
rushes during' the day. It dies with great rapidity,; 
dfid Utters a note not unlike, that of the Mallard, but 
louder. -■ ' 


UySKY DUCK. 

(Anas obscura ) 

Amjuscaf coUos ^rih longHudinalibus obfcuris, specuh^alarum 
. caruleq ^%ro tnarginalOt rectricihus albo marginqtis. 

9rown Du^ with obscure longitudinal stripes on the neck» the 
speculum ol^ the wings blue^ edged with blacky the tail-feathers 
edged with white. 



OaSKV: DUfiK4i 


lO^i 


y'^Sucit.'^ ^ildti. ‘6mi jiyi. k' ^48. if'iiti '/fmer.’liw, rl Vfft'.' 
o. 14I.;?/.lxxu./5. 

oinil f! j)‘'t:M>, -; y.{i/|j;i utr"',.?'? i (ih ilj.ia :>■.!) iil 


Itwo be*k long, n^riQim 4vif^yrtf>^t 
t^itgiedi isfitli/bluc :. thei erowrn of th« head d¥ah]r/»j 
n^kv pale hrowQ», I strleaked dovmivai*d8 widbi 
lines : the back and vvingrcoverts deep bro^n t,.thejPi:iir. 
ihariesdiidEys speculum of a fine blue, bounded wdkf?! 
black bar : the breast and belly deep brown,, the ^ 
thers edged with dirty yellow : the tail wedge-shaped, 
dudcy, with white edges : the legs dusky or yellon^ish. 
The female has more brown on her plumage ; in other 
reflects she resembles: the male, 
ii. TMs species inhabits North America, occurring in 
plenty from Florida to New England its chief re- 
eidence is on the coast, though it makes considerable 
excmrsions up the larger rivers: they are partially, mi- 
gratory: numbers of them remain on the coast of 
New Jersey during the summer, and breed in seques- 
tered places in the marshes, or on the sea islands of 
the beach : they lay eight or ten eggs, very similar 
to those of the Tame Duck. Their principal food 
consists of minute shells : they roost at night in the 
shallow ponds, in the middle of the salt marshes. 
They are very shy during the day : in calm weather 
they fly high, beyond gunshot; but when the wind 
blows fresh, their flight is low, and they are easily 
shot, provided the gunner keeps himself concealed. 
Their voice is similar to that of the Wild Duck, and 
their flesh is much esteemed, although greatly inferior 
to that of the domestic kind. 
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BROWN DUCK. 

(Anas fiucescens.) 

Aix,Jusee$eens, eapUe c<Moque dSuthre, ofw dmrtii, iptCHh 
cartdeo marine aiUto, eaudd obtcurd. 

Brownie Duck with the head and neck paler, the wings ash* 
coloured, the speculum blue with a white margin, the tail 
obscure. 

Anas fuscescens. Gvnd, Sjpt. Nai. \. HA. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
849. 

Brown Duck. Penn, Brit. Zool. 2. 499. Lath. Gen, Syn, 6. 
486. 

Inhabits Newfoundland : length sixteen inches t 
beak lai^, stout at its base; bluish, with its tip 
black: the nostrils are placed near the end: the 
head and neck are very pale brown: the lower part 
of the last, and the breast the same : the feat^rs 
edged with ferruginous : the wings ashy>grey : the 
speculum blue, tipped with white : the tail and legs 
^sky. 


GULAtJNB DOCK. 

« > (Anas borealis.) 

An. eapite viridi-nitetde, peetore ahdmineque tdbit. 

Dade with the head of a diining green, the breast and abdomen 
white. 

Anasborealist Gfad.Sptt,Iitd.\,i\2. Lidh.lnd,Om.2,Q4A. 
Gulaund Dude. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2, S72. Lath. Gen, %». 
6.465. 



SOLITARY DUCK. 
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Described in Arctic Zoology ; and said to be in 
size between a Goose and a Duck : with a narrow 
beak : bright green head^ and white breast and belly. 
Inhabits the morasses of Iceland : lays from seven to 
nine eggs, and is a scarce species. The Icelanders 
call it Gulaund. 


SOLITARY DUCK. 

(Anas Monacha.) 

An. albo nigrogue varia, rosiro Jluvescerde apice nigrOf specula 
alarum viriduviolaceo. 

Dude varied with white and blacky the beak yellowish^ its tip 
blacky the speculum of the wings green«yid6t. 

Anas Monacha. Gniel. St/st. Nat. 1. 546. Lath* Ind. Orn. 2. 
847. 

Solitary Duck. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 350. 

Larger than the Wild Duck : the beak is yeU 
lowish, with its tip black : the lores grey : the plu> 
mage is varied with black and white : the head and 
upper part of the breast spotted with black: the 
primary quills are white, with their tips variegated 
with brown: the speculum is greenish-violet: the 
tiul is pointed, and white; each feather with a brown 
spot at the tip. 







AmHttUnig cttpUe tcUo tupatiof* Immmt.\cav4ttqw 0fke,m^i 
.^■fm^f.^n^l4Jirrt^ned,remi^iuvireicentMitri$, , ...y.- ^ 
)Vkijt^,Duck, with the head, neck above, s^ulders, and tip of the 
white, the nap(> with a niat-colourd lunule, the quills 
' dark-girhenish. 

Aen^ Damiathak Ovtd, Sytt. Nat. 1. 935. Lath, Ind. Om^ 2; 
860 . 

Damietta Dock. Lath. Gen. Syn. 9.487. 

Rathbr larger than the Wild Duck : the hedd^’ 
half the neck, the shoulders, and tip of the tail 
black : the rest of the neck before, the breast, back, 
belly, sides, and tail white : at the lower part of the 
neck behind, a ferruginous crescent: the bend of 
the wing of the same colour : the quills greenish- 
black : the hind claw very blunt. Inhabits the shores 
of Egypt, chiefly ih the Bay of Damietta. . 


stibERCILlbUS DUCK. 


"(Anas 8uperafli(^.) 


An. cinereo^ttsca, ^aseiS wprh deuloi 

albis, tpeculo alarum viridi-eandescente nipo mqrginato, 
AsKy-1nro#D- Duek with abhBdahov<e‘atai lbedi^athi<hh-'eyltt/ 
, dtrwlii and Jofulnm- whjith, the apfcnhmlof ^ 



DOMINICAN DUCK. 

Anaa aupercUioea. Gmel. SyH. Nat, 1. 537. Lath. Ind. Om. 
2. 852. 

Supercilious Duck. Lt^, .^•.■.,497. 

About as large as the W^14 Duck : the length is 
twenty-one inches : its l^ak is two inches and a half 
lohg, of a lead^olour, with its tip bladt : this pn^ 
viuling colour of its plumage is ashy-browht with the 
4^es of the featibers paler : on the eye is a wk|te 
streak, and beneath it is another broader pQe : tlie 
chin and fore part of the neck dusky white: the spe^ 
culum of the wings bluish-green, surrounded by a 
black line : legs dusky cine^us. Inhabits New Zea- 
lap4.* <<{41ed there 


DOMINICAN DUCK. 

(Anas Dominicana. ) : . 

Ah, griseo^dnerea, Jade guldque albiifjasdd oculari, ocdpUe, 
coUo, pectoreque nigris. 

Grey-ashy Duck with the and throat white, a stripe through 
the eyes, the occiput, neck, uid breast black. 

Anas Doniinicana. Gmel, Nat, 1. 53$. Lath, Ind, Om, 
2.669. > 

Canard Dominicain du Cap de Bonne Eqperance. Sonner. Vojf, 
Ind. 2. 22. 

Dominican Duck. Lath. Gen, Syn. 6. 525. 

Size the Wild Duck : beak black : the fiice and 
throat are white : from the beak, passing through the 
eye, is a black streak, ending in an angle behind : 
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KSKVSKA OVCK. 


the hind part of the head, the neck, and the breast, 
black : the back and lesser wing-coverts are of a deep 
ashy-grey, barred with two bands of very pale grey ; 
the belly and vent are pale grey : the legs are black. 
Inhabits the Cape of Good. Hope. 


KGKUSKA DUCK. 

(Anas Kekuschlca.) 

Ah. ochracea subtus nivea, dorso einereo, uropifgio caud&que ni- 
gerrimis. 

Ochraceoos Duck beneath snoiry, with the back ash-coloured, 
the rump and tail very black. 

Anas Kekuschka. Otnd. Syit. Nat. 1. 531. Lath. Ltd. Orn. 
2. 877. 

Kekuschka Duck. Lath. Syn. Sup. it. 356. 

Upwards of nineteen inches in length : the pre- 
ruling colour of the plumage is of a yellow ochre 
hue, with the under parts white : the back is cine- 
reous ; the rump and tail deep black : the quills^ 
from the fifteenth to the nineteenth, white at the 
tips. Inhabits the neighbourhood of the Caspian 
Sea. . 



Ill 


8IRSJBIR DUCK. 

A:- 

(Anas Sincir.) 

An. rostra subtus Jlaw, speculo alarum oUique dmidiato supra 
sericeo-viridi subtus nigro^ amtiee postieeque albo. 

Duck with the beak beneath yellow, the speculum of the wing 
obliquely divided, above silky green, beneath black, in front 
and behind white. 

Anas Sirsieir. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 524. Lath. Ind.OrH.2, 677, 
Sirsnir Duck. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 357* 

Beak lead-colour, yellow beneath : the chin white : 
the crown of the head brown : back the same, with 
the edges of the feathers whitish : belly whitish : spe- 
culum of the wings divided obliquely, above silky 
green, beneath black ; befbre and behind white: legs 
grey. Inhabits Arabia. 


ARABIC DUCK. 

(Anas Arabics.) 

An. griseo maculata, subtus uropygioque olbidA maeulis cinereis, 
alarum specula nigricante anterius etposterius albo. 

Grey-spotti Duck beneath and runq> whitish, with ash-coloured 
spots, the speculum of the wings dusky anteriorly and white 
behind. 

Anas Arabica. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1. 542. Lath. Ind. 0ns, 2. 877. 

Arabic Duck. Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. 357. 



ALEXANDRINE DUCK. 


IIS 

Beak yellow; black in the middle: (^e bbdDr'Is 
afKitted with grey: the under parts and rump whitish, 
spotted^th ash-colour: the speculum dusky, with a 
white Mnd before and behind : the legs cinereoue- 
yellow. Inhabits Arabia. 


ALEXANDRINE DUCK. 

(Anas Alexandrina.) 

An. roHro cris$oque nigris, cdUo cinereo lemicireuUt nigru, abdo~ 
mine albo, pedibus cinereo Jlavit. 

Duck with the beak and rent black, the neck ash-coloured, with 
black semicircles, the abdomen white, the legs ash^-yellow. 
Anas Alexandrina. Gmel. Syst, Nat. I. 542. Lath. Ind, Om. 
2.877. 

Alexandrine Duck. LaN^, Syn. Sup. ii. 357. 

Anas Sau Sand. Forsk. Faun. Arab. p. 3. 8. 

Inhabits Alexandria : the beak and vent are black : 
the neck ash-colour, marked with black crescents: the 
belly white : legs yellow ash-colour. 
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GATTAIR DUCK. 

(Anas Gattair.) ' ' 

As.Jusca, alii nigrit suhtus albit margine Jiueis, remigibus quarto 
ad vigesimo medio albit. 

Brown Duck with the wings blade, -beneath white with a brown 
margin, the fourth to the twentieth quill with the middle white. 
Anas Gattair. Gmd.Syst. Nat. 1.542. Lath.Ind.Om.2.877. 
Gattair Duck. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 359. 

Inhabits Alexandria. Beak brown : the general 
colour of the plumage the same: the wings black; 
beneath white, edged with brown: the quills, from 
the fourth to the twentieth, white in the middle: 
belly and tail*coverts white : legs bluish^ash colour. 


V. XII. P. II. 


8 
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J^IYNCHASPIS. SHOVELER. 


Generic CJiaracter. 


RostrumXaa^m, ba» inermc, i 
semicylindricum, apicc di- 
lato subspathiforme, ungue 
incurvo^parvo; mandibulae 
lateribus laminato-pecti- 
natis. 

Nares mediales, ovalcs, ba> ^ 
sales. 

Cauda brevis, simplex ; rec- 2 
V tricibus quatuordecim ple> 
rumque instrucds. 

RHYNCHASPIS. Leach. MSS. 

ANAS. Linn., Gmel., Lath., &c. 


Beak long, its base unarmed, 
semicylindric, the tip di- 
lated, somewhat spoon- 
shaped, with a small in- 
curved nail; the sides of 
the mandibles with pecti- 
nated lamellae. 

Nostrils medial, oval, basal. 

Tail short, simple, furnished 
mostly with fourteen fea- 
thers. 


The singular form of the beak in this genus suf- 
ficiently characterizes it from the rest of the group : 
this part is larger than in the Ducks, and, like them, 
has the ba.8C free and unincumbered with any tuber- 
culated appendages : at its origin the upper mandible 
is semicylindric, it then becomes depressed, and at 
the tip is greatly expanded on the sides, the tip itself 





^ r 
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being furnished with a very small incurved nail. 
The lamellae at the edges of the mandibles are very 
long and fine, resembling ciliaej and those of the 
opposite mandibles fit into each other in such a 
manner that very little food can escape the indivi- 
dual while he is in search thereof. 

Some species of this genus have the upper part of 
the beak, towards the tip, membranaceous, or with 
the edges of the upper mandible prolonged on each 
side into a membranaceous appendage. 


COMMON SHOVELER. 

(Rliynchaspis clypcata.) 

Bu. capiie collogue supremo viridibus, dorso reclricibusguejusch, 
abdomine castaneo, teclricibus alarum minoribus, Jasdtque 
alarum ceeruleis. 

Sliovcler with the head and superior part of the neck green, the 
back and quills brown, the abdomen chesnut, the lesser wing- 
corerts and a fascia on the wing blue. 

Anas clypeata. Linn. Syst, Nat, 1. 200. Gmel. Syst, Nat, I. 
518. Briss. Orii. 6. 329. pi, 32./. 1. mah. Lath, Ind. Orn. 
2. 856. 

Anas platyrhynchos altera. Rati, Syn. 14.'}. A. male. 

Anas platyrhynchos. Rail, Syn. 144. 

Souchet. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 1 9 1 . Buff. PI. Bill. 97 1 , 9/2. 
Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 536, 

Canard souchet. Temm. man. d’Orn. 543. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 842. 
Anas rubens. Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1 . .019. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 837. 
Red-breasted Shoveler. Penn. Brit. Zod. 2. 281. Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 6. 512. 
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COMMON SHOVELER. 


Shoveler. Penn. Brit, ZooL 2* 280. Penn, Arct. Zopl. 2. 485. 

Alb. Birds t 2. pL 97, 98. Catesby, Carol. \. pi. 96. Hayes, 

Brit, Birds, j)l. 27, Lath, Gen. Syn, 6. 609. Lath. Gen. 

Syn. ii. 3S3. Lath. Linn. Trans, iv. 109. pi. 13. Jl 4, 5. 

(trachea). Leiv. Bril. Birds, 7. pi. 252. Wale. Syn. 1 .pi. 67. 

Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup, Betv. Brit, Birds, 2. 345. 

Wils, Amcr, Orn. viii. 65.pl. Ixvii./! 7- male. 

Lkngtii upwards of eighteen inches: beak broad 
and spatulaform, black, but yellowish beneath : iridcs 
yellow : the head and neck deep glossy green : breast 
pure white : the belly and sides of a chesnut red : 
the back of a blackish'brown : the wing-covei’ts clear 
blue : the scapulars are white, marked with dots and 
streaks of blackish : the speculum of the wing is deep 
green : the legs are reddish-orange. The female has 
the head of a clear red, marked with small black 
streaks ; the feathers on the upper parts are blackish- 
brown, edged with whitish-red : the under parts are 
reddish-white, marked with large brown spots: the 
lesser wing-coverts are dull blue: the speculum is 
blackish-green : the beak is blackish-brown, with its 
edges and under parts brown : the irides are bright 
yellow. The young male in the autumn, and the 
old during moulting, have some feathers proper to 
the dress of the males in winter, and others proper 
to the female or the young male before moulting : 
these feathers are indistinctly mixed. 

The trachea of the male is very slightly enlarged 
towards the inferior laiynx, and has a small osseous 
protuberance, which is rather dilated below, on its 
left side ; the bronchiae are very long. 

Inhabits various countries of the north of Europe 
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and of America, frequenting the marshes, lakes, and 
rivers, and occasionally visiting the sea-coasts ; in 
which situation it is perpetually searching for small 
woims and the larvae of insects, sifting, with great 
address, the watery mud through the long and finely 
set teeth of its curious beak, which is admirably con- 
structed for the purpose; being large, and capable of 
retaining very minute worms, seeds, or insects, which 
constitute the principal food of the bird. Thu female 
is said to make her nest on the ground, with withered 
grass, in the most inaccessible piirt of the marsh, and 
to lay ten or twelve rust-coloured eggs : the young, 
as soon as hatched, are conducted to the water by 
the parent birds : at first they arc very shapeless and 
ugly, as the beak is then as broad as the body, and 
is quite out of proportion to the size of the bird : 
their plumage does not acquire its full colours until 
after the second moult. 

This beautiful species is sometimes met with in 
England, but by no means common : they do not, 
however, breed in this country, so far as is yet ascer- 
tained; but are said to be not unfrequent in France, 
where they arrive in February, and disperse and breed- 
in the marshes. They are of so wild, shy, and solitary 
a disposition, that all attempts hitherto made to do- 
mesticate them have failed. 
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MEXICAN SHOVELER. 

(Rhyncliaspis Mexicana.) 

Rh. supra nigra fulvo alboque varia suhtus fulvat tectricibus 
altp um minoribus albisy maculd alarum viridUaurcA. 

Shovcier varied above with black, fulvous, and white, beneath 
fiilvous, with the lesser wing-coverts white, and a golden-green 
spot on the wing. 

Anas Mexicana. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 837. 

Anas clypeata Mexicana. Briss, Orn. G. 337. GmeL Si/st. Nat. 
1.619. 

Yacapathahoac. Rail, Syn. 176. 

Mexican Shuveler. Lath. Gen. Syn, 6. 511. 

This species inhabits Mexico : it is less than the 
Wild Duck : its beak is of a brownish-red: the head, 
neck, and upper parts of the plumage are barred 
alternately with fulvous, black, and white : the lesser 
wing-coverts are white; the greater ones faithcst 
from the body brown ; those nearest the body of a 
beautiful green-gold, forming a spot or speculum of 
that colour on the wing: quills brown: the belly, 
thighs, and under tail-coverts fulvous : the tail similar 
to the upper parts of the plumage : the legs pale red. 
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JAMAICA SHOVELER. 


(Rhyncliaspis Jamaicensis.) 

Rii. fusco croceo fcrrugincoqne varia, dorso alis^ caudAque Jiiscis, 
capitc superiore nigro, su/Uus cum gnla albo macnlh nigris, 
Shoveler varied with brown^ saffron, and rust-colour, with the 
back, wings, and tail brown, the head above black, beneath, 
with tlic throat, white M'itli black spots. 

Anas Jamaicensis. GmcL Sj/st, Nat, I. 519. Lalh, Imi. Orn, 
2. 857. 

Jamaica Shoveler. Lath. Gen. Si/u. 6. 513. 

Descriued by Latham as below, from a specimen 
in his own possession. “ Size of the Buffel-lieaded 
Duck (Clangula albeola): length sixteen inches: 
beak an inch and three quarters ; in shape very 
broad, and turns up a little towards the end : general 
colour of the upper mandible blue ; but the place of 
the nostrils, sides, and all the under mandibles, arc 
orange : the eyes placed high up in the head : iridcs 
brown: top of the head, taking in the eyes, black: 
sides beneath, chin, and throat white, mixed with 
blackish spots : the upper part of the neck is brown ; 
the lower part all round, breast, and belly, barred dusky 
and deep ferruginous, inclining to saffi'on colour: 
the lower part of the belly, vent, and rump, barred 
dusky and dirty rufous- white : under tail- coverts dirty 
white: back and scapulars brown, a little marbled 
with minuCc yellowish dots: wings and tail plain 
dusky brown : the last cuneiform in shape, and rather 
long : legs orange.” 



RUDD¥ SHPVBCBR. 


reeeivedfthis b)ird from Janmict^ where 
it ^rst appove in October or November, and stays 
tiJA Jdarc^ wlmn jt retires noil^b^ ^ 


RUDDY SHOVELER, 

(Rhyncliaspts rubida.) 

Rh. genis mentoqne albix^ verike nigro^ corpora supra spadiceo, 
colli parte inf erioripecioreque nigricante-olivaceist lunulisfuscis, 
abdomiue cano. 

Sliovcler with the cheeks and chin white, the crown black, the 
body above spadiceous, the lower part of the neck and the breast 
dusky olive, witli brown lunules, the abdomen hoary. 

Ruddy Duck. (Anas rubida.) Wils. Amer. Orn. v. viii. p. 128. 
pL 7\-f 5. male ; f 6. female. 

This species, which greatly resembles the pre- 
ceding, is described by Wilson, from two specimens, 
one of each sex, which were shot on the banks of the 
river Delaware in the United States of America, as 
follows : “ The Ruddy Duck is fifteen inches and a 
hidf^n length, twenty-two inches in extent : the beak 
is broad at the tip, the under mandible much nar- 
rower, and both of a rich light blue: nostrils small, 
placed in the middle of the beak : cheeks and chin 
white : front, crown, and back part of the neck doW.n 
nearly to the back, black: rest of the neck, whole 
back, scapulars, flanks, and tail-coverts de^p reddish- 
brownii the colour of bright mahogany: wings plain 
pale drab, darkest at the points : tail black, greatly 



PIED DUCK. ISl 

tigering, containing eighteen narrow^inted fea- 
thers : the plumage of the breast and upper part of 
the neck is of a remarkable kind, being dusky olive 
at bottom, ending in hard bristly points of a silvery 
grey, very much resembling the hair of some kinds 
of seal-skins; all these are thickly marked with trans- 
verse curving lines of deep brown : belly and vent 
silver grey, thickly crossed with dusky olive : under 
tail-coverts white : legs and feet ash-coloured. 


PIED DUCK. 

(Rhynchaspis Labradora.) 

Rh. dorso alts abdomineque Jiiscis, capUe collo scapidaribus remi- 
gibusque secundariis albis, torque fasci&que pectoris nigris. 
Shoreler with tlie back, wings, and abdomen brown ; the head, 
heck, scapulars, and secondary quills white; a collar and band 
on the broast black. 

Anas Lalwadora. Gtnel. Syst. Nat. 1. 537. Lath. Ind. Om. 
2. 859. 

Pied Duck. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 488. pi. in front. Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 6 . 497. WUs. Amer. Orn. viii. p.9\. pL \xv%.,f. 6. 

Length nineteen inches: the base of the beak, 
and round the nostrils, orange : the under mandible 
dusky: the head and neck are reddish-white; the 
feathers of the crown rising in a narrow ridge, along 
the top of which runs a narrow stripe of black to the 
nape : round the middle of the neck a black collar, 
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PIED DUCK. 


which passes down the middle, at the back part of 
the neck, quite to the back; the scapulars are white; 
some of the inner ones edged with black, and curve 
downwards over the wings : back and tail brown : 
the secondaries arc white; the greater quills are 
dusky : on the breast is a black band : the belly is 
pale brown ; the legs yellow : membranes brown. 
The female is similar to the male : the plumage on 
the upper parts of the body mottled with dirty brown : 
the tips of the secondaries white, forming a spot of 
that colour on the wing : the under parts of the body 
dirty white : the legs black. According to Wilson, 
the windpipe or trachea of the male measures ten 
inches in length, and has four enlargements, viz. 
one immediately below the mouth, and another at 
the interval of an inch ; it then bends largely down 
to the breast-bone, to which it adheres by two strong 
muscles, and has at that place a third expansion. It 
then becomes flattened, and before it separates into 
the lungs, has a fourth enlargement much greater 
than any of the former, which is bony and round, 
puffing out from the left side. The sides of the beak 
arc clothed with a loose membranous skin. 

Inhabits the coast of Labrador, and other parts of 
North America, but in no great abundance. 
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NEW HOLLAND SHOVELER. 

(Rhyncliaspis Rhynchotis.) 

Rii. teclricihus alarum caruleisy corpore griseo, crisso nigro^ pe* 
dibus jjaltidis. 

Shoveler with the wing-coverts blue, the body grey, the vent 
black, the legs pale. 

Anas Rhynchotis. Lalh. Ind, Orn, App, Ixx. 

New Holland Shoveler. Lath, Gen. Spn. Suj). ii. 359. 

The size of the Common Shoveler : about eighteen 
or nineteen inches in length ; the general colour of 
the plumage resembles that of the Blue-winged Teal, 
but it is in general darker, and is destitute of the 
white crescent observed behind the eye of the male 
of that bird : the vent is black, with scvei’jvl spots of 
that colour contiguous thereto : the legs pale Hesh- 
colour. The female differs in not having the vent 
black. Inhabits New Holland. 


SOFT-BILLED SHOVELER. 

(Rhyncliaspis malacorhynchos.) 

Rh. cantleo-cinerea, roslri apice fiexili membranaceo, veriice 
viridi-cinereo, alarum maculd transversi albd. 

Ashy-blue Shoveler with the tip of the beak flexible and mem- 
branaceous, the crown ashy-green, and a transverse white spot 
on the wing. 

Anas malacorhynchos. Gmel. Sifst. Nat, 1. 526. Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2. 862. 

Soft-lnlled Duck. Lath, Gen. Syn. 6. 522. 




1^4 FASCIATED SHOVELER. 

Length eighteen inches : beak an inch and a 
quarter long, of a pale ash>colour ; the end of it soft, 
membranaceous, and black: the top of the head 
greenish ash-colour : the prevailing colour of the 
plumage is a bluish lead-colour : across the wing is 
a white band : the breast is varied with ferruginous : 
the legs are dusky lead-colour. 

Inhabits New Zealand : the singular structure of 
its beak is a remarkable peculiarity of this bird, the 
end being very flexible and soft. 


FASCIATEO SHOVELER. 

(Rhynchaspis membranacea.) 

Ru.Jusco^/errugineasubtus alba trannersim lineata, supercUiis 
Jerrugineis, rostra apice metnbranaceo. 

Rusty-brown Shoreler beneath white striped transrcrsely, with 
the eyebrows rust-coloured, and the tip of the beak membra- 
naceous. 

Anas membranacea. Lath. Ind. Om. App. Ixix. 

Anas fasciata. Shan, Nat. Misc. \7. fd. 697 i 
New Holland Duck. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 359. 

Length about twenty inches : beak large, the tip 
soft and membranous, black : irides blue : the upper 
part of the head, a patch round the eye, and the back 
part of the neck, dusky : above and behind the eye 
a rust-coloured streak: back and wings rusty-brown: 
some of the inner feathers of the latter have very 
pale tips, and also some of the feathers on the lower 
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part of the rump and across the tail : the under parts 
from the nostrils, sides, and part of the neck, and 
the body beneath, dirty-white, transversely mottled 
with grey : towards the vent, and sides under the 
wings, nearly black. Called Wrongi, in New South 
Wales, of which country it is a native. 
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DAFILA. PINTAIL. 


Generic Character. 


nostrum mediocre, basi 
inermc, subcylindricum, 
lineare, apice ungue parvo 
ornato: matidibulse lateri- 
bus laminato-dentatis. 

Nares basales, sub-ovales. 

Cauda elongata, acuta, rec- 
tricibus sedecim instructis. 


Beak medial, its base un- 
armed, subcylindric, linear, 
its tip furnished with a 
very small hook : the man- 
dibles with their edges la- 
minato-dentated. 

Nostrils basal, sub-oval. 

Tail elongated, acute, fur- 
nished with sixteen fea- 
thers. 


DAFILA. Leach in Brit, Mus. Collection. 


The Pintail is readily distinguished from the other 
genera of this stirps by the superior length of its 
tail, the two middle feathers of which are greatly 
elongated, particularly in the male : its beak is nar- 
rower than in the Shoveler, and longer than that of 
the Wigeons and Teals. But one species is known, 
belonging to this genus, whose manners, so far as 
known, are detailed in the following pages. 
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COMMON PINTAIL. 

(Dafila caudacuta.) 

Da. occipite ntrinque lineti alba, dorso einerco undulnlo, cauda 
sttprit fUsci sultus nigrd.. 

Pintail with ^ white line on cacli side of tlie occiput, the back 
waved with asli-colour, the tail above brown, beneath blat-k. 
Anas acuta, Linn. Si/st- Nat, 1. 202. Gmcl. Siqst. Nat. 1. 528. 

Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 8()4. 

Anas caudacuta. Rniiy Syn.XAT-A, 

Anas longicauda. Snss, Orn. 6. SCO.;;/. 34./. 1, 2. 

Canard a longue queue! <Al pilot. Hid. Nat, Oiji. 9. 1.00. 

13. Buff. PLEnl* 954/ Cuv^ Reg. Anm. 1. .537. Temm. 
man. d*Orn. 540. Id. .2 EdH. ii. 838, 

Sea Pheasant, ov Cracker. Alb. 94, 05. 

Pintail. Penn. Bril, Zool. 2i 2%i/. PeM/iAf(i* Zool, 2. .500. 
Lath. Gen. Rijn, C. «52C. Lath. Sijn. Sup.-\hiSit^i^aih, Linn, 
I vans, iv. 110.;;/. 13./! C. (trachea.) WaliitE^nyVt pL 72. 
Lex/m, Brit. Birds, l.pl, 2CI. Mont. Orn. JHct> 2. and Sup, 
Bexv. Brit. Birds, 2. SCO. Wils. .diner. Orn. viif. 

/. 3. male. ^ ^ 

About two feet in length : the beak blackish-blue : 
the irides clear brown : the top of the head is varied 
with brown and hlacki^ : the checks^ throat, sind 
upper part of the heck brown, shaded’ Witli violet 
and purjde : on the nape is a black band, which is 
bordered with two white bands : the fore part of the 
neck and the under part of the body are pure white : 
tlic back and sides are strijicd with black and ash- 
coloured zigzags: on the scapulars arc long black 
dsishes : the speculum of the wing is pui^ple-green, 
bordered above by a red band, and beneath by a 



128 


COMMON PINTAIL. 


white one: the two middle tul^feathen are greatly 
elongated, and are blackish-green : the 1^ are red- 
dish-ash or blackish. The female is small, and has 
,the head and the neck of a clear reddish, varied with 
small black dots : all. the upper parts are blackish* 
brown, irregularly marked with reddish-yellow lu- 
nules: the under parts are reddish-yellow spotted 
with dear brown : the speculum is reddish-brown or 
yellowish, edged above by a yellowish band, and 
below by a whitish one : the tail is conical, but its 
two middle feathers are not elongated : the beak is 
black : the legs are reddish-black. The young males 
have the head of a red-brown, spotted with black : 
the belly is yellowish, and the speculum is olive- 
green without gloss. The Pintail varies much during 
the periods of moulting, the male at such times often 
occurring with the plumage very similar to that of 
the female. Latham says the trachea of the male 
ends in a bony arch, to whicl^ is attached a nearly 
round bony bladder, about the size -of the end of the 
thumb, the upper part of which is about even with 
the bony arch, but the bottom greatly below it : from 
one of these, one of the divisions arises to pass into 
the lungs, and from the other the second. 

This beautiful bird inhabits the northern r^ons 
of Europe, Asia, and America : it is frequently taken 
in our decoys in winter, but it does not breed with 
us. On the northern coasts of Ireland and Scotland 
it is said to be much more abundant ; and also in 
Holland and France. It makes its nest in the shallow 
fresh water marshes, among the rushes, the female 
laying eight or nine blue-green eggs. It is a shy 
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ilhd 'cRi^ikiri^ Veiy noiiy, rad vi^rat 
^ving the alainn oh the the ^hner: 

when a flock is roused they clii^r. confa^dly to- 
gether as they mbhij^''ebhtrary to ^e hsi|^ bfmost 
Ducks. The flesh is greatly esteemed. Montagu 
says the Pintail bears confinement well, rad will 
breed in that state } he also remiwks that the female 


has been known to produce a hybrid brood, by pairing 
with a male Wigeon. 


V. Xll. P. 11. 


9 
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MAEECA. WIGEON. 


Generic Character. 


Bostnm breve, baa inerme, 
8ubcylindricuin,8ublineare, 
apice uogue parvo instruc* 
to; mandibulse lateiibua 
dentato^ubaerratia. 

Nares parvee, baaalea, ovale8> 

Cauda brevia, acuta, rectri- 
<nbu8 plerumque quatuor- 
dedm omatia. 

PENELOPE Antiquorum. 


Beak abort, itabaae unarmed, 
Bubc^lindric, rather linear, 
the tip fumidied with a 
amall hook ; the numdiblea 
with thar ec^ dightly 
dentato-aerrated. 

Nostrils amall, baaal, oval. 

Tail abort, acute, moatly fur- 
niahed tnth fourteen fea- 
thera. ^ 

i 


The Wigeons have the beak rather broader md 
less elevated at the base than the Teals: it is also 
shorter than in the last-mentioned ; in other respects 
the two genera are similar, but the individuals 
comprised in the present are usually much larger 
th a" the Teals, which are amongst the smallest of 
the Anatid®.* Wigeons have a peculiar whistling 
note, unlike that of any other Duck. The name 
Penelope having been used, by Linn4, for another 
genus, I have adopted the appellation given to some 
of the' species by the illustrious Ray. 
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COMMON WIGEON. 


(Mareca fistularis.) 

Ma. capita brunneo, fronie albi^ dono ciner^ undulatOy crisso 
nigro. 

Wigeon with the head brown, the forehead whitCj the back waved 
with ash-colour, the vent black. 

Anas Penelope. Iriww. Spst. Nat, 1. 202. GmeL Syst, Nat, 1. 

527. Raii, Syn, 146. A, Lath, hid, Orn, 2. 860. 

Anas fistularis. Briss, Orn, 6. ^9\,pl, 35«,/I 2. 

Canard Siffleur. Buff, Hist, Nat. Ois, 9. 169. pi. 10, 11. Buff, 
PI, Enl, 825. Temm, man. d*Orn, 542, Id. 2 Edit. ii. 840. 
Le Siffleur. Ctiv, Reg. Anim. 1 . 53%. 

Wigeon, Whewer, Vfhim. Pennf Brii. ZooL 2. 268. Penn. 
Arct. Zool. Z^,57i% 2»pL 99. Lath, Gen. Syn, 

6. 518. , Lat&i Syn. Sup. ii. 354. Lath. Linn, Trans, iv. iii. 
pi. 13- y. 9. (trachea.) Lexo. Brit. Birds, 7. pL 251. Wale, 
Syn. l.pl, 71. Mont. Orn, Diet, 2. and Sup. Bexv, Brit. 
Birds, 2. pi. 252. 

Upwards of eighteen inches in length : besik blue, 
but black at its tip : irides brown : the forehead is 
yellowish- white : the head and neck are chesnut-red : 
the face is spotted with black ; the throat is black : 
the breast ia of a vinaceous colour: the back and 
sides are striped with black and whitc zigzags : the 
wing-coverts and under parts of the body arc white : 
the speculum of the wing is composed of three bands; 
the middle one is green, and the outer ones deep 
black: the scapulars are black, edged with white: 
the under tail-coverts are black : the legs are ash- 
coloured. The female is less : the top of the head 
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COMMON WIOEON. 


and the neck are red, spotted with red : the feathers 
of the back are bIackish-brown» edged with red : the 
wing>covert8 are brown, edged with whitish : the spe* 
culum is ashy-white : the breast and sides are red, 
but all the feathers are tipped with ashy-red: the 
beak and legs ^re l^lackish-ash. The young males 
resemble the female : the very old males have the 
yellow on the forehead less extended, as it does not 
reach so high up towards the crown as in those of a 
year old : again, it is the old males only who have 
the wing-coverts of a pure white. 

The trachea of the male is nearly similar to that 
of the Pintail, the labyrinth at the bottom being bony 
and globular, but differs slightly in its attachment to 
the side of the windpipe. 

Wigeons vary greatly according to the season, as 
they moult doubly in the course of a few months : in 
the month of July the male loses the varied colours, 
and becomes dark ferruginous on the back, scapulars, 
and sides, and approaches towards the plumage of 
the female, but less so than the Fintml. 

As remarked, when spewing of this last-mentioned 
bird, the Wigeon has been known to pair with the 
female Pintail, and produce a hybrid brood. Mon- 
tagu assures us that Lord Stanley informed him that 
he procured a female Pintail in London that had (his 
Lordship was told) bred in confin^ent: this bir4 
paired with a male Wigeon in his Lordship’s mena- 
gerie, and produced the first year nine or ten young,- 
all of which were destroyed by the rats. The second 
year she produced six young, four of which were living 
in 1813, and above, a year old. It was remarkable 
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that this Pintail was so tenacious of her nest in the 
advanced state of incubation, as to suffer herself to 
be lifted to examine the eggs, and continued to effect 
the hatching of them. The hybrids produced from 
the above were much plainer than the male Pintail, 
but more like the female, with a little of the head of 
the male Wigeon, The male had the posterior parts 
^mewhat like the male Pintail, but the middle tail- 
feathers much shorter. A fact worthy of remark 
may be added, which is, that the pond wherein the 
male Wigeon paired with the female pintail contained 
several female Wigeons. The WigS>n will also pair 
with the Common Duck. 

Wig^ns frequent the northern parts of Europe, 
breeding towards the north-eastern countries: the 
female lays eight or nine dull ashy-green eggs. They 
arc more numerous than any other of this family in 
the decoys of England, and more are caught in those 
of Somersetshire and Devonshire than all other wild 
fowl collectively, as Montagu was assured by an old 
and experienced dccoy-man: they make their ap- 
pearance in this«country on the approach of winter, 
and return northwards in March. They usually fly 
ill small flocks during the night, and at such times 
utter their whistling note. They are easily domesti- 
cated in places where there is plenty of water ; and, 
according to Montagu, they continue in pairs almost 
the whole year: they are extremely garrulous and 
pugnacious; scolding and fighting (especially with 
birds of their own species) occupy much of their 
time. \ They are very much esteemed for the table. 
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BLACK-TAILED WIGEON. 

(Mareca mdanun.) 

Ma. dnerea, rottro ped^tugtu tettaceis^ vertice dorsogue rujk, 
remigiius rectricibusque nigris. 

Ash-coloured Wigeon with the beak and 1^ testaceous, tl^ 
crown and back rufous, the quills and tail-feathers black. 

Anas melanura. 1.516. Lath, Ind.Om.2, 861. 

This bird is said to be rather less than the Wild 
Duck} with the temples ash-coloured, and the rump 
black, spotted^with white ; and to have a great affinity 
to the Common Wigeon. 


SPOTTED-BILLED WIGEON. 

( Mareca ptecilorhpcha.) 

• 

Ma. n%ra, genU cum parte cinereui alarum speado mridi 
suprd tdbo, tuitut alho nigrogue cincto, remigibus eeeondariis 
Midit. 

Black Wigeon with the dieeks and parttof the jugnluni ash- 
odou^, the wing speculum grran, white above, beneath white, 
banded with black, the secondary quills whitish. * 

Anas ptecilorhynchs. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1. 535. Lath* Ind. Om. 
2. 850. 

Spotted-billed Duck. Lath, Gen. Syn. 6. 487> 

Common in Ceylon in the East Indies : the beak 
long and black, with a rad spot on each side at its 
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base ; its tip white : from the base of the beak, passing 
through the eyes, is a black streak : the cheeks, chin, 
and upper part of the neck, ashy-white: the crown, 
nape, hind part of the neck, back, wing-coverts, pri- 
mary quills, and tail, black, edged with ash-colour : 
the secondary quills white : speculum green, the fea- 
thers edged with white : the vent black : legs red- 
dish-yellow. 


AMERICAN WIGEON. 

• (Mareca Americana.) 

Jerruginco nigroque undulata, abdomine albido, capUe albo 
nigroque maculato, pone oculos strigd utrinque ad nucham 
nigro^wescentcj iectricibus alarum medio albis, 

Wigeon wared with rust-colour and blacky with tlie abdomen 
whitish, the head spotted with black and white, behind the 
eyes on each side a black-green stripe nearly to the nape, the 
wing-corerts white in the middle. 

Anas Americana. Gmel. Syst* Nat* 1. 526. Lath* Ind, Orn* 
2. 861. 

Canard Jensen. Buff* HUt* Nat. Ou* 9 . 174. Buff* PL EnL 
955. 

American Wigeon. Penn* Arct* Zool* 2. 502. Lath* Gen* Syn* 
6. 520. Wib* Amer* Orn* viii. p* 86. pL hax*f* 4. 

Length twenty-two inches : beak lead-colour, tip 
black : forehead and crown of the head cream-coloured 
or sometimes nearly white: the feathers inflated: the 
hind part of the head and neck speckled with black 
and .white : from the eye backwards to the middle of 
the neck behind, extend|,a band of deep changeable 
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glossy green, gold and purple :> that, chin, and sides of 
the neck before, as far as the grera extends,' dull yel<: 
lowish-white, thickly speckled with black : breast and 
hind part of the neck hoary bay, running in under 
the wings, where it is crossed with fine waving lines 
of black : whole belly white : vent black : back and 
scapulars black, beautifully crossed with undulating 
lines of bay : lower part of the back more dusky : 
tail'COverts long, pointed, whitish, waved as the 
back: tail pointed, brownish-ash, the two middle 
feathers an inch longer than the rest, and tapering : 
shoulder of the wing brownish-ash : wing-coverts im- 
mediately below white, forming a large spot : prima- 
ries brownish-ash; middle secondaries black, glossed 
with green, forming the speculum: tertials black, 
edged with white, between which end the speculum 
several of the secondaries are white. The female has 
the entire head and neck yellowish-white, thickly 
speckled with black, very little rufous on the breast : 
the back is dark brown. The young males are very 
much like the females during the first season, and do 
not receive their full plumage until the second year. 

Common in North America, extending to the 
southward, over the West India islands, as far as 
Cayenne, but most abundant in Carolina, where they 
frequent the rice plantations : are seliiom seen during 
the daytime, but towards evening they make their 
appearance, uttering a peculiar whistling noise, or 
wJiew tohew: they feed in company, and are very de- 
structive to the rice plantations, particularly during 
the rainy season: they lay from six to eight eg^: 
the female sits about January, and in March the 
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young al« hatched. 'Thdy appear 'about;' Hild^onii 
Bay in May, and d^it in the autumn : ^ey perch 
on trees. 


, ILATHSRA WIGEON. 

(Mareca Bahamensis,)^ 

Ma. grisea^ rostra plumheo ntaetdd laterali Julvet, maculd alarum 
viridi luledque. - 

Grey Wigeon with the beak lead-coloured^ with a lateral fulvoup 
spot, and a green and yellow spot on the wings. 

Anas Bahamensis. Linn» SifsU Nat 1. 199. Gmel. Syst Nat 
1.516. Briss» Orn. 6. 358. Lath. Ind. Om^ 2. 855. 
Marecaprioia Aldrovandi. Rati, Syn. 149. 

Le Marec. Hist Nat Ois, 9. 256. 

Ilathera Duck. Calesb. Carol. hpU 93. Psnn. Arct. ZooI*j3k 
495. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6* 507 • i . 

y.‘THis species is seventeen inches in length: 
beak is lead-colour, vvith a triangular orange spo^ Oh' 
each side near the base: the top of the h^d! is ra- 
dish-grey : the upp^ part of the neclt,' bnck,' s(»;^u- 
lars, and rump, radish-brown: the cheeks; thrdat, 
and fore part of the neck, white: the breast, belly, 
and thighs are reddish-grey, spotted with bladk : the 
lesser wing-covefrts' are dusky: the greater' green, 
tipped with black: the secondaries a dull yellow; 
the primaries dusky: the under tail-coverts plain 
grey : the legs lead-colour. 

Inhabits Brazil and the Bahama Islands: it is 
said to perch on trees. 
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(Msreca Brasilienris.) 

Ma. Jiuca tubhu gritetHiurea, inter rostrum et oadum aUto-fia’ 
vescens, specula alarum viridi-caruleo n^o sublus marginato. 
Brown Wigeon beneath golden*grey, yellowish-wliite between the 
beak and eye, the speculum of the wing blue, edged beneath 
with black. « 

Anaa Braailiensu. Rati, Spn. 149. Gmd. St/st. Nat. 1. 517. 

Brits, Om, 6. 360. Lath. Ind, Om, 2. 856. 

Le Mareca. Buff. Hist. Nat. Oit. 9. 256. 

Mareca Duck. Lath. Gen. 8^. 6. 508. 

Not yery dissimilar to the former species : its beak 
is black and glossy : the top of the head, upper part 
of the neck, and the back, are umber colour : on 
ea^ side of the head, between the beak and eye^ is 
a round yellowish-white spot : the chin is white : the 
fore part of the neck and under parts of the body are 
d<ttk glossed with a golden hue: the upper 
wing-coverts are bright brown, glossed with green; 
the greater lones brown, with tibe outmr edges blue- 
green, and tipped with black, forming two bands of 
these colours : the quills are brown tipped with white : 
the tail is black and cuneiform : the legs are red. 
Inhabits Brazil. 
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CAPE WIGEON. 

(MarecaC&penns.) 

Ma. cineraseent,dorM exrubeicenle^iuco, pennismarginejlavet* 
centiius, speado alarum caruletMfiretcetUe aUo matrginato. 
Ashy Wigeon with the back of a reddish-brovii, the heathen edged 
with yeUowifih, the speculiiin of the wing bhie*green edged with 
white. 

Anas Capensis. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1. 527. Lath. Jnd. Om. 2. 
861. 

Cape Wigeon. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 519. 

Described by Lathafoi from the drawings of Sir 
Joseph Banks. ** Size of a Wigeon : length fifteen 
inches : beak two inches j colour red ; round the base 
black : the head is of a pale bluish-ash colour) marked 
wkh minute dusky speckS) ae in the Wigeon : lower 
part of the neck and breast bluish-ash colour) the 
feathers margined with the last : back reddish-browU) 
edged with cream-colour: quills of a dusky ash: 
(speculum on the wings pale greenish-blu^ bounded 
shore and below with white: legs pale red: webs 
dusky: daws black. 

« Inhabits the Cape of Good Hope.** 
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(Mara»? glocitcms.) 

M A ? suicristatajusca nigro undata, capite viridi, macula ant^ 
poneque oculos Jerrugined, pectore maculis nigris, specula alarum 
mridi albo marginato. 

Slightly crested browa Wigeoii? waved with blacky with the head 
green, a rust-coloured spot before and behind the eyes^ the 
breast with black spots^ the alar speculum green bordered witK 
white. 

Anas glocitans. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 526. Lath Ind. Orn, 2. 
862. 

Bimaculated Duck. Penn. Brit^Zool. 2. 287. pL 100./. 2. 
Lath Gen. Syn. 6. 52U Mont. Orn, Diet. 1. Bew. BriL 
Birds, 2. 355* 

This rare bird is in length twenty inches : beak 
deep lead-colour; nail black: irides brown: the crown, 
of the head brown, changeable with gi'een, ending in 
a streak of brown at the hind head, which is slightly 
crested: between the beak and eye a round fer- 
ruginous spot ; another spot of the same, but larger 
and oblong, behind each ear : throat of a fine deep 
purple : the rest of the head bright green, continued 
in streaks down the neck : the breast light ferruginous 
brown, waved with black : wing-coverts ash-coloured ; 
lov^er coverts streaked with rust-colour: scapulars 
cinereous : quills the same, inclining to brown : se- 
condaries fine green, ending in a shade of black edged 
with white : the two middle tail-feathers black ; the 
others brown edged with white : tail-coverts deep 
changeble green : belly dusky, finely granulated : legs 
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small, yellow ; webs dusky. The female differs from 
the male in being of plainer colours, and is nearly 
destitute of the fine changeable green hues on the 
head.. 

The native place of this species is said to be Si- 
beria, in the vicinity of the lake Baikal and the river 
Lena. Three specimens, however, have been found 
in England : one described by Pennant as having 
been taken in a decoy ; the other two, which appear 
to be sexes, were brought to the London market a 
few*winters since from the county of Norfolk, and 
were fortunately rescued from the jaws of the epicure, 
and are now in good condition in the beautiful col- 
lection of my friend, N. A. Vigors, Esq. who intends 
to give a detailed account of them to the public. 



QUERQUEDULA. TEAL. 


Generic Character, 


Boskum mediocre, angue- 
turn, ban fer^ aldiks quam 
latum, inerme, dqiressum, 
8ublineare,ungue parvo in- 
structo; mandibulelateri- 
bus dentads. 

Nares ovales, basales. 

Cauda brevis, acuta, rectri* 
dbus pierumque sededm 
dmatis. 


Beak mediocral, narrow, its 
base nearly as high as 
broad, and unarmed, de- 
pressed, sublinear, fur- 
nished with a depressed 
hook ; the mandibles den- 
tated at the ndes. 

Noekih oval, basal. 

Tail short, kcute, mostly 
adorned with nxteen fea- 
thers. 


QUERQUEDULA. Ray, Briss. 

The Teak are dutingiushed by their diminutive 
size compared with the rest of the Anatide : their 
beak is longer in prd^ortion than that of the Wi- 
geons 'f it is also much narrower than in those biids, 
and its base is more elevated, approaching in form 
to that of some of the smaller species of Bemicle. 
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(iAUGANEY TEAL. 

(Querqucclula circia.) 

Qv.grisea nigro variegata, lined albd supri oculos^ macula alarum 
vtridi. 

Grey Teal varied with black, with a white streak above, the eyea> 
and a green spot on the wing. 

Anas circia. Linn- SysL Nat. 1. 204. Gmcl. Sj/sU Nat. 1.533. 

Raii, Syn. 148. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 8/3. 

Querqnedula aestiva. Briss. Orn. 6. 445. 

Sarcellc d cte. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 268* Btiffi PI. Enl. 946. 
Canard Sarcelle d’ete. Temm. man^ Id. 2 Edit. ii. 

814. 

La Sarccllc ordinaire. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 539* 

Summer Teal. Penii. Brit. Zaoti 2. 289* pi. 101* Lath. Gen. 

Syn. 6. 552. Albk JSirdtt, 2. pi. 103, 104. ^ 

Young. — ^Ani0 Qiierq^ttla. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 203. Gmel. 
Syst^ Nat. h 531. naih Syn. 148. Briss. Orn. G. 427. 
pl Ztf. I, 2. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 872. 

Sarcelle. Bf^. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 260. 

Garganey. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 576. 0. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 550. 
Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 360. LatJk Linn. Trans, iv. 108. pi. 13. 
^f. 2, 3. (trachea.) Leto. Brit. Birds^pl. 259. Wale. Syn. J. 
pi. 75. Don. Brit. Birds, l.pl. 21. Ifiant. Om. Diet. 1. and 
Sup. Beto. Brit. Birdsy 2. ST4h^: 

Length sixteen inches: beak blackish: irides clear 
brown : the top of the head blackish : a white band 
passes through the eyes, and is carried towards the 
nape : the throat is deep black : the head and neck 
are reddish-brown, sprinkled with small white spots : 
the base of the neck and the breast are speckled with 
black bands: on the* middle of the scapulars is a 
white band : the wing-coverts are bluish-ash : the 
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speculum of .tiie wings is ashy-green, bordered with 
two white bands : the belly is white, or whitish-yel- 
low : on the sides are several black zigzag lines : the 
legs are ash-coloured. The female, which is Jpss, 
has a white band, marked with brown spots, behind 
and beneath the eyes : the throat is white : the plu- 
mage above is blackish-brown edged with clear brown ; 
beneath whitish : the speculum is dull green : the 
irides brown. The young males, before they moult, 
resemble the female ; and at the commencement of the 
winter they have the white throat, and many of the 
feathers, which are common to the old males, mixed 
with several brown ones: the white band is then 
spotted with brown: the reddish-brown on the head 
is less deep : the belly is not shaded with yellowish, 
but generally varied with brown spots. 

The labyrinth of the trachea of the male of this 
species is entirely bony, like that of the common Wild 
Duck, of an oval shape, three or four times as large 
as that of the common Teal, and very different ; it is 
placed perpendicular to the trachea: on one side is a 
slight indentation for the admission of two muscles ; 
on the opposite side, or that situated next to the 
breast, it b flattened, and from the upper part of it 
the bronchie,. or the divarication of the windpipe, 
originate. 

The Garganey inhabits the more temperate cli- 
mates of Europe, frequenting the borders of those 
lakes, rivers, and marshes which are well clothed 
with rushes: it is abundant in Holland during its 
winter migration, but is in no great plenty in this 
country, where it does not make its appearance till 
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iibSut t i€ incnbates in the temperate regions, 
IscAistmeting its nest of thick herbs and shrubs in 
the damp meadows, the female laying about a dozen 
yellow-green eggs. It feeds upon small slugs, in- 
sects, and worms, also upon aquatic plants and their 
seeds, and occasionally upon small fishes. 

Frisch rclates the following detail respecting a 
couple of these birds, that were for upwards of two 
months in his possession. ** I presented to them (he 
says) different seeds, and they would touch none; 
but scarcely had I set beside their water-trough a 
basin filled with millet, than they both ran to it. At 
every bill-full which they took, each went to the 
water, and they carried as much of it in a short time 
as completely to soak the millet ; yet the grain was 
not moistened sufficiently to their mind, and I saw 
them busied in ca^ng millet and watm* to the 
ground of their pen, which was of clay; and when 
the bottom was softened and tempered enough, they 
liegan to dabble, and made a pretty deep cavity, in 
which they ate their millet, mixed with earth. I put 
them in a room, and they carried in the same way, 
though to little purpose, the millet and water to the 
deal floor. 1 led them on the grass, and they seemed 
to do nothing but dig for seeds, without eating the 
blades, or even earth-worms. They pursued flies, 
and snapped at them like Ducks. When I delayed 
to ^ve them their accustomed food, they , called for 
it with a feeble hoarse cry, quodk, repeated every 
minute. In the evening they lay in the comer; and 
even during tho day, when any person went near 
them, they hid themselves in the narrowest holes. 

V. XII. p. ii. 10 
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Hiey lived thm till the spproteh of winter^ but 
when the severe cold set in, they both died suddenly.*' 


- ■ . ■ .! 'f -iii i ,,t 

COMMON TEAL. 

(Qoerquedvla Creeca.) 

I 

Qu. capite rufo^ lineA atb& suprd infrhque oculoSf specula alarum 
widiy iiigroque, eorpore tranmrsim nigricanie strtnto. 

Teal with « red liead^ a white Use ahare and beneath the eyee» 
the alar speculum Mack and green, and the body transversely 
striped with dusky. 

Anas Crecca. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1 . 204. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 532. 

Lath. Ind. Om* 2. 872. ' 

Querquedula secunda Aldrovandi. Raii, Syn. 147* A. 
Querquedula minor. Briss^ Orn, 6. 436.pl. 40./. 1. 

Petite Sarcelle. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 265.pl. 17, 18* Btff. 

PI. Enl. 947. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 539. 

Canard Sarcelle d'hiver. Temm. man. d*Orn. 547. Id. 2 Edit. 

». 846. I 

Common Teal. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 290. Penn. Arct. Zool.\. 
577 • Alb. Birds, 2. pi. 100. Hayes, Brit. Birds, pi. 29. 
Lath. Gen. Syn. 6.551. Lath. Syn. Sup. 276. Lath, Syn, 
Sup. ii.360. Lath. Linn. Trans, iv. 108. pi. \3./. 1. (trachea.) 
Lee). Brit. Birds, 7 .pi. 260. Wale. Syn. 1. pi. 76. Mont. 
Orn. Diet. 2. and Sup. Bern. Brit. Birds, 237. 6 . 
Green«winged Teal. WUs. Amer. Om. viii./i. 101. pi. ha./. 4* 
male. 

Length fifteen inches : beak dusky : irides brown : 
the top of the head, cheeks, and neck are chesnut- 
red : the throat is black : a broad green band extends 
from the eyes to the nape : the inferior part of the 
neck, the back, scapulars, and sides are alternately 
Striped with sigzag lines of white and black: the 
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tireast u jreddish. Turied with round :^ote : die beUy 
w whiter or yeUowttlMwhite: the wing->coverts are 
brown : the speculum of the wings is half white, half 
black, and edged with two white bands : the legs arc 
ash-coloured. The female is less, and has a reddish- 
white band, spotted with brown, behind and beneath 
the eyes : the throat is" white : the plumage above is 
blackish-brown, edged with • broad ,band of clear 
brown : the under parts are whitish : the beak is mar- 
bled with brown, and is of a yellowish-brown beneath, 
near its edges. The young males before their moult 
resemble the females : and at the beginning of winter 
they have the throat white, sometimes spotted with 
black : the red and green on the head arc indistinct, 
and sprinkled with small white and reddish spots: 
many of the feathers arc brown, mixed with those 
that arc common to the old males : the upper band 
which borders the speculum is spotted or shaded with 
reddish : and the white feathers on the belly are often 
sprinkled with black. 

The labyrinth at the bottom of the trachea of the 
male is very small, of a bony texture, but very tlun, 
and of a suborbicular shape, about the size of a pea. 

This species affects more noithem regions than the 
preceding, and occurs equally in those of Europe and 
America : it is very abundant in England during its 
migration ; but it does not appear usually to breed 
here, although its nest is said to be not uncommon in 
France. The nest is large, and is composed of soft 
dried grasses, lined with feathers, and generally con- 
cealed in a hole among the roots of reeds and buU- 
rushes near the edge of the water, and, ^cording to 
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someiperaoai^'iplaeed ih nidt maimer aa^te'rfsd^ 
fall with the water.; The ihnuleilajH abowt adozeii 
reddidi-wliite eggs, which are indistinctlj sprinkled 
with brown dots ; they are about the size of those of 
a pigeon. 

The Teal is the least bird of this fiimily : it fre* 
quents ponds, marshes, and the reedy shores of creeks, 
inlets, and rivers: it dies in small docks, and feeds 
at night : its desh is excellent : its food is similar to 
that of the last described species. 


AMEUICAN TEAL. 

(Querquedula Carolinensis.) 

Qcj. nigro alboque undtUata, capiie colloque supra castaneisyjascid 
pone oculos speculoque atari viridibus, humeris tumid attd, 
ir^a oculos lined obsoletd alhd. 

Teal waved with black and white, with the head and neck chesnut 
above, a streak near the eyes, and the alar speculum green, the 
shoulder with a white lunule, and an obsolete white line be- 
neath the eyes. 

Anas Carolinensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 533. Lath, Ind, Om, 
2. 874. . 

American Teal. Penn, Arct. ZooL 2. 504- Lath. Gen. Syn, 
6. 654. 

The American Teal has the head and the ujpper 
part of the neck of a dne deep bay colour, with; a 
changeable broad green bar from each eye to the 
occiput: beneath the eye an obscure whitish line: 
the fore part of the neck and the breast are' spotted 
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wkb^blMk't over >each shoulder i» ailuuated ivdnte 
bar c the heck is undulated With black and white: 
the rump is inclimng to brown: the wing-coverts 
are brown : the speculum green : legs dusky. The 
female is reddish-ashy-brown, spotted with black: 
the wings are similar to those of the male. > ‘ : 

Found in North America, from Hudson’s- Bay to 
Garolina : it retires south in the autumn : it lays 
from five to seven eggs, and affects woods in the 
vicinity of water. This is probably the same as the 
preceding. 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL. 

(Querquedula discors.) 

Qu. tectrkibus alarum caruleisf remigibus secufidariis extus viri^ 
dibus, f ascii frontali alh& (mas.); aut teclrkibus alarum earn-* 
leis, corpore griseo-fusco subtus griseo, specula aldruin viridi, 
ifasciA superiore alb& (femioa.) 

Teal with the wing-coverts blue, the secondary quills dutVanliy 
gy^en, and a white frontal fascia (male): or with thc .wihg- 
cbverts blue, with the body grey-brown, beneath 'tfie 
wing-speculum grey, with a band of white above {female,) 

Anas discors. Linn^ Syst, Nat, K 205. GmcL Sysf. Nat, 1. 
535. Lath, Ind, Orn, 2. 854. 

Querquedula Americana. Briss. Orn. 6 . 452. 

Sarcelle soucrourou. Buffi Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 279. Birffl Ph 
Ent. 966. 

White-ftced Duck. Catesby, Carol. 1 . pi. 100. Penn. Arct. 
Zool. 2. 503. Lath, Gen. Syn. 6. 502, 503. 

Female. — Querquedula Virginiana, Briss. Orn. 6. 455. 
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Sarccllc soucrourettc. Bvff. Hut> Nat. Ois. 9. 280. Buff. PI. 

Enl. 403. 

Rluc-winged Teal, Catesby, Carol, l.pL 99. WtU. Amer.Om. 

viii. p. 74. jj/. Ixviii./. 4. 

Length upwards of fifteen inches : beak black; 
its base surrounded by black : crown of the head also 
black : a white stripe between the beak and eye : the 
rest of the head and neck glossy green, changing 
to violet : the back brown, waved transversely with 
irregular grey lines : the wing-coverts blue : below 
them a band of white : speculum green : quills and 
tail brown : the lower part of the neck before, the 
breast, and belly pale rufous, marked with dusky 
spots : legs yellow. The female is rather less : beak 
as in the male: the head and neck brown, varied with 
pale grey : the back deeper brown : the feathers edged 
with yellowish buff-colour : the breast and sides the 
same, but paler : the belly and vent pale yellowish- 
brown : the scapulars dusky black : the wing-coverts 
pale blue : the speculum green, with a narrow bar of 
white between them : the quills and tail dusky: the 
legs dusky-yellow. 

Abundant in America : they arrive in Carolina in 
August, feed on the rice, and depart in October : 
when the rice is exhausted they attack the wild oats, 
and frequent the ponds and fresh waters. Their flesh 
is said to be very excellent. They fly rapidly, and 
when they alight drop down suddenly, after the 
manner of the Woodcock. 
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BAIKAL TEAL. 

(Qoerquedula fomoM.) 

Qfj.Jiuca vertiee nigro atho marginato, guld r^eteetde nigro 
macukUd, alarum speeulo nigro tettaceo marginato, antirius 
maadd ohliqud viridi-nitente intignitA, 

Brovn Teal witb the crown black, edged with white, the throat 
reddish, spotted with white, the speculum of the wing black, 
margined with testaceous, and marked in front with an oblique 
8hining>green spot. 

Anas Formosa. Omel. Syst, Nat. 1. 523. Lath, Ltd. Om. 2, 876. 
Baikal Teal. Lath. Qtn, Syn, 6. 557. 

** Size of the Teal : length fifteen inches : the beak 
is black : crown of the head the same, bordered on 
each side with white : from the eye to the throat, on 
each side, is a curved streak of black, bounded on 
the back part by a pale one, and afterwards by one 
of green : the nape of the neck and sides undulated : 
throat pale rufous, dotted with black: the back is 
brown : bastard wing striped with ferruginous, white 
and black j the outer edge of it undulated : speculum 
black, on the fore part obliquely marked with glossy 
green, and edged with testaceous : vent black, spotted 
on each side with ferruginous, and crossed with a 
white band: tail somewhat pointed, brown ; the middle 
feathers whitish : legs of a dull red : claws grey. In- 
habits Russia, about the Lake Baikal.” — Latham. 
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HINA TEAL. 

' (Querquedula Hioa.) 

Qu. lined nlbd infrd oculos, regime oculorum viridi. 

Teal withr a white line beDeath> the eyw> and the region of the 
eyes green. 

Anas Hina. Gmel, S^st. Nal. 1 . 523. Lath. Ind. Orh. 2. 

Hina Teal. Lath, Gen. 8yn. 6. 558. 

A DOUBTFUL species : thus described by Latham. 
“ The beak is blackish-grey^ and soft : the head and 
chin brown : a white line passes below the eyes : all 
above the eyes green : the neck and upper part of 
the back white, spotted with black: lower part of 
the back and rump ash-colour : upper part of the neck 
white, spotted with black : breast and belly white, 
spotted with black backwards : the feathers of the 
rump edged with white : feet and legs ash-coloured. 
The female has the head and all about the eyes of a 
whitish-grey : chin white ; above black, and in some 
parts of a reddish-white : beneath white, spotted with 
black. Inhabits China, where it is called Hma-a.” 


MANILLA TEAL. 

(Querquedula Manillensis.) 

Qta.fusca, capite anteriore guld jugulique parte supremA albis, 
abdomine a/bo lutitdis nigrit, remigUm reclricilmque echitti 
colore. 
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Brown Teal with the hejid in front, the throat, and the upper 
part of tlic jugiilnin white, the abdomen white with black 
lunules, the quills and tail-feathers slate-colour. 

Anas Manillensis. GmeU Sysi. Nat. 1. 523. Lath. Ind. Ortt. 2. 
875. 

Sarcclle de I'lsle de Lu 9 on. Sonner, Voy, Ind, 91, pi. 54. 
Manilla Teal. Lath, Gen. Syn, 6. 557. 

A SMALL species : beak black : the front and sides 
of the head and throat white : the neck, breast, and 
wing-coverts reddish-brown : the back yellowish : the 
feathers edged with black : the quills and tail slaty- 
black: the feathers of the belly white, with black 
edges : the legs blackish. Inhabits Manilla. 


MEXICAN TEAL. 

' (Querqucdula Novse Hispanite.) 

Qu. alba nigro maculata, capite Julvo nigricante vtridi^carulcoque 
variOi tectricibus alarum crUsoque casruleis^ maculA inter ro- 
strum et ocnlum fasciaque alarum albd. 

White Teal spotted with black, with the head fulvous, varied 
with dusky and blue-green, the wing-coverts and vent blue, 
a spot between the beak and eyes, and a fascia on the wing 
white. 

Anas Novae Hispanisc, Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 525. Lath, Ind. 
Orn. 2. 868. 

Querquedula Mexicana. Briss, Orn, 6. 458. 

Toltecoloctli, Metzcanahachtli. Raii, Syn, 175. 

Sarcelle du Mexique. Bi^. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 285. 

Mexican Duck. Lath. Gen, Syn, 6. 539. 



154 


MEXICAN TEAL. 


Size of the Common Teal : the upper mandible 
blue; the under mandible black : the irides the same, 
or, according to others, yellow : the head is fulvous, 
mixed with blackish and glossy greenish>blue : be- 
tween the beak and eye is a laige spot of white : the 
neck and body white, sprinkled with black dots^ espe- 
cially on the breast : the scapulars and upper tail- 
coverts the same : under tail-coverts and wing-coverts 
blue, the last with a white band ; the greater coverts, 
farthest from the body, dusky: the quills black ; some 
of the middle ones outwardly green, with fulvous tips, 
forming a band of the last colour across the wing ; 
the quills nearest the body are white, dotted with 
black : the tail dusky black, edged with white : the 
legs pale red. The female differs in having the head, 
hind part of the neck, back and scapulars, wing- 
coverts and rump, black ; some of the feathers edged 
with fulvous, and others with white : the throat, fore 
part of the neck, breast, and under parts of the body 
variegated with black and white : the primary quills 
are black, externally margined with white } the next 
green on the outer webs, and black within ; and those 
nearest the body black, outwardly banded with white : 
tail as in the male : legs cinereous. 

Native of Mexico, Surinam, and other parts of 
America. 
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STIRPS IV. 

Rostrum Bast htiis quam ahum, laterihus shtato-dentaiisi pollex 
hbo insiructus. 

Beak browier thaii high at its base, its sides serrato-dentate : the 
hind toe ftirnished with a lobe. 

This ^irps contains two genera only, which arc 
characterised by the slender and cylindric form of 
the beak, the sides of which are armed with saw-like 
dcnticulations, and not with laminae, or plates, as in 
the rest of the Ducks : the hinder toe is furnished 
with a membrane. They live in lakes and ponds, and 
swim with great address, dive admirably, and at times 
submerge their entire body, leaving only the head 
and part of the neck exposed, and proceed with great 
rapidity, in which they are assisted by their wings : 
they fly well, but walk indifferently: their chief sub- 
sistence consists of fishes and amphibia, to the former 
of which they are very destructive : they reside and 
incubate in the frigid regions, but visit more tem- 
perate climates during the severity of the weather 
in winter : they are usually very wild, and have not 
hitherto been kept in confinement. 
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Generic Character. 


nostrum oqnte brevior, rec- 
tum, gradle, subcylindri- 
cum ; niandibul& superiore 
apioe valde curvato, ungui- 
culato. 

Nares laterales, subovalea, 
versus medium rostri po- 
ntse. 

Pedes breves, exter- 

^nus reliquis longer. 


Beak shorter than the head, 
stnugfat, slender, some- 
what cylindric ; the upper 
mandible much curved at 
its tip, and hooked. 

Nostrils lateral, suboval, 
placed towards the middle 
of the beak. 

IiSgv short, the outer toe 
longer than the rest. 


MERGUS. Ray, Linn., Gmel., Briss., &c. 

MERGANSER. Briss. 

The chief distinction between this genus and the 
following consists in the inferior length of the beak, 
which in the Smew is considerably shorter than the 
head ^ whereas in the Merganser it is as long, or 
longer than that part. The separation of this genus 
finin the Meigansers will no doubt be considered by 
the difflpies of the Linnean school as an unnecessary 
inncn^liSin ; but to me there appears to be sufficient 
reaa^ for dividing it from the following genus, as 
P^fid out by the inferior size of the beak, and the 
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smaller serratures with which its edges are furnished, 
exclusive of the general habit of the only species 
hitherto discovered, which feeds more exclusively 
upon crustaceous animals than the Mergansers. 



WHITE SMEW. 

(Mergus albellus.) 

Mr. corpore dbo, dorm nigro vel Jusco-nigricanle, occipite tern- 
poribusque viridt-nigrit .- : 

Smew with a white body, the or dusky brown, the 

occiput and temples green-bladl^^ , 

Mergus albellus. Linn. Spst, ATal. Gmd. Spst, Nat. 

1. 547. Brist. Orn. 6. 245. 24. 1; ijo&t, Ind. Om. 2. 

831. 

Mergus major cirrhatus. Raii, Spn. 135. A. . 

Mergus Rheni. Rail, Syn. 135. 

Le petit Harle liupp4, ou la Piette. Hitt. Nat, (Nr. 8. 

275. Buff.Pl.Enl.AA9. Temm,mqH.d’Om.58l. 
ii. 887. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 640. ,< . 

Smew, or White Nun. Penn, Brit. 2;i.202. Lath. 6i^’, 
Syn. 6. 426. LaBi..Syn. ^^8. 

Lew. Brit, Bin^, 6. pi. 234./ Wa^^j^'% .0.,l^;,..j^fint. 
Om. Didlfi ^. ond Stm* ' Lath. fdmW^oM. 4* Jpi* 16. 
y. 3, 4. (trachea.)' m^YHrit. mrMf^ Amer. 

Om. V. Tiii.p. 126. pi. xci.y! 4. 

Frmalb, or Youxro.— Mergus minutus. Linn. I^tt. Nat. 1. 

209. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 832. 

Mergus Asiaticus. Gmel. Sy»t. Nat. 1. 548. 

Merganser stellatus. Britt. Om. 6. 252. 

Merganser cristatus minor. Britt. Om. 6. 243.pl. 24. f. 2. 

La Piette femalle. Buff. PI. Enl. 450. 

Le Harle dtoil4. Btff. Hitt. Nat, OU. 8. 278. 
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Lott^ IKvcr. Brit. ZooL 2. 560. Penn. .Arcl. Zook 2.^ 

540. Bew. Brit‘ Birds, 2. 268. 

Red'headed Smew. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 263. Bern. Brit. Birds, 
2.266. Wale. S^.l.jd. 83, * ^ - 

AGnute MergSDSer. Lath. Gen. Sgn. 6.-4^. Lets. Brit.B^rds, 
6. jd. 235. Don. Brit. Birds, pi. 52. Mont. Om. Diet. 2. 
and Sup. 

Length about seventeen mdhesc>^the beak, legs, 
and toes ashy-blue : the membranes of the latter 
black: the irides brown: the old male has a large 
spot of green-black on each side of the beak, another 
longitudinal one on the occiput : the crest, which is 
much tufted, the neck, the scapulars, the lesser wing- 
coverts, and all the under parts very pure white: the 
top of the back, two crescents, which are directed 
towards the sides of the breast, and the edges of the 
scapulars deep black: the sides and thighs varied 
with adiy zigzag stripes : the tail ash-coloured. The 
female is rather less : has the top of the head, the 
cheeks, and the occiput of a reddish-brown: the 
throat, upper part of the neck, belly, and abdomen 
white : the lower part of the neck, the breast, sides, 
and rump of a bright ash : the upper part of tlte 
tail very deep ash : the wings varied with white, ash- 
coloured, and black. The young during the first 
year resemble the female : the mdes at the age of 
one year are distinguished by some small dusky fea- 
thers, which form a lai^ spot on the side near the 
beak; by several whitish and white feathers which 
are scattered on the head and nape ; by the upper 
part of the back being varied with black and ash- 
coloured feathers, and by the indication of the two 
black lunules on each side of the breast. The young 
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of both sexes are also discriminated by a large white 
space on the greater wing-coverts, which in the old 
are white only at their tips. 

The trachea of this bird (according to Latham) is 
smallest near the upper part, but enlarges as it ap- 
proaches towards the middle, whence to the bottom 
it continues nearly of equal dimensions, the texture 
consisting of completely bony rings, with scarcely 
any intervening : at the bottom is a bony cavity as in 
the Merganser, smaller in proportion, and differing 
in shape, the greater expanse being from side to side, 
whereas in them it is almost upwards and down- 
wards : on one side is a round hole, covered by a 
drum-like membrane, and on the opposite an oval 
smooth hollow bone uniting with it : from the bottom 
arise the branchial tubes. 

The Smew inhabits the arctic regions of the two 
worlds i and in the autumn and throughout the winter 
is plentiful in England, France, Germany, Holland, 
and sometimes as far south as Italy. It frequents 
our coasts and fresh waters in the winter, but has not 
been known to breed in this country. It is said to 
lay from ten to a dozen whitish eggs. It is a very 
shy species, and readily takes wing when surprised : 
is equally expert in air as in water, and is with dif- 
ficulty shot. Its principal food is small Crustacea and 
fish, after which it dives with great ease, and remains 
for a long period under water. 
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MERGANSER. MERGANSER. 


Generic Character, 


Rottrum cajnte lonpiis, rec- 
tum, gradle, subcylindri- 
cum, ban depresduacu- 
lum ; mandibulfi supmore 
apice valde adunoo, ungui- 
culato. 

Narea in medio rostri 
panree, ovatae. 

Pedea breves, digitua exter- 
nus reliquis long^or. 


Beak as long as the head, 
straight, slender, some- 
what cylindric, its base ra- 
ther d^ressed ; the upper 
mandible with its tip much 
bent, and armed with a 
nail. 

Noatrila placed in the middle 
of the beak, small, ovate. 

short, the outer toe 
larger than the rest 


MERGANSER. Briss. 

MEROU8. Ray, Lum., Gmel., Lath., &c. 

HThE Mei|^nsers have the beak as long as the 
head, and more slender and deeply serrated in pro- 
portion than the Smews : this part has each man- 
dible armed, throughout its length, with a row of 
small pointed teeth, similar to those of a saw, and 
pointing backwards : the tip of the upper mandible 
is hooked. The swelling of the lower larynx of the 
trachea in the males is very large, and is partly mem- 
branaceous. These birds feed chiefly upon fish. 
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^(Merganser Rail.) 

Mk. specrilo alarum alboy ahsqiic /asciis Iransversis, capiic ui^ra, 
vel spadicco. 

Merganser witJi tlie wing-specniluni wliite^ without transverse 
handsj the head blacky or eliesinit. 

Mergus Merganser. TAun. Sj/st. Nat, 1 . 208. Gmel. Stjst. Nat- 
I. 044. Briss. Ora, (5. 231. 32. Itaii, St/n, 131. A, Lath. 

Ind. Orn, 2. 828. 

IiC Harle. Buff. Hist, Nat. Ois, 8. 267. pL 23. i^l- 

951. Cuv, Rc<jr, Anim, 1. 540. 

Ch’and Harle. I'emnu man^ rf*Orii. .575. Id. 2 Edit, ii. 881. 
Cioosander, or Merganser. Penn, liril. Zool, 2. 260. pi. 92. /.’ 1. 
Penn. Arct. ZooL 2. 465. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 418. Lath. 
Syn. Sup. it. 336. Leto.Bril. Birds, 6. /;/. 231. JValc. Syn. 
\.pl. 79. Don. Brit. Birds, 3. pi. 49. Mont. Orn. Diet. J. 
and Sup. Bexio. Brit. Birds, 2. p!. 254. IV Us. Amcr. Orn. 
V. viii. p. 68. pi. Ixviii.y^ I . v. ix. p. 13 1 . 

Greater Goosander. Simmonds, I Ann. Trans, iv. 122. 
Merganser Rail. Leach, Brit. Mas. Catal. p. 36. 

Female, or Youn(j. — ^Mergus Merganser. Bri.ss. Orn. 6.231. 
Mergus Castor. I Ann. Syst. Nat. 1. 209. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 

545. (3. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 829. 

Mergus cirratiis longi roster. Baii, Sjyn, 134. A. 

Merganser ciuereus. Briss. Orn. 6. 2^ A. pi. 25. 

Mergus riibricapillus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. \.tiAT}. 

Anas rubricapilla. Brunn. Orn. Boreal. 93. 
l^e Harle fcniclle, Biiff\ Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 236. Buff. PI. Enl. 
953. 

Dundiver, or Sparling Fowl. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 260. pi. 92. 
ff. 2, Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 465. Alb. Birds, \.pl. 87. Lath. 
Gen. Syn. 6. 420, 421. A. Lath. Syn. Sup. 270. Leva. Brit. 
Birds, pi. 232. Wale. Gen, Syn. 1 . pi, 80. Don. Brit. Birds, 
V, XII. P. II. 11 
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3. jpl. 65. Mont. Om. Diet. 1. and Sup. Bern. Brit. Birds, 
257. 

Goosander. IVils, Amer, Orn. v. viii. p. 71. p/.ixviii.,/. 2. 
Merganser gulo. Leach, Brit. Mus. Catal. p. 36. 

About thirty inches in lengt^: the male has a 
large short-tufted crest : the beak of a deep red, but 
black above near the hook : the irides are reddish- 
brown, sometimes red : the head and upper part of 
the neck are black glossed with greenish : the lower 
part of the neck, the breast, belly, vent, and the wing- 
coverts farthest removed from the body are of a pure 
white ; shaded, for a short period after moulting, with 
a beautiful rosy-yellow tinge on the lower parts of 
the body : the top of the back, and the scapulars 
nearest the body are deep black : the bend of the 
wing dusky : the greater coverts edged with black : 
the back and tail ash-coloured : the legs of a bright 
vermilion. The female differs considerably : the crest 
is long and slender : the head and upper part of the 
neck are reddish-brown : the throat is pure white : 
the lower part of the neck, the breast, the sides, and 
the thighs are whitish-ash : the belly and vent are 
yellowish-white : all the upper parts are deep ash ; 
the speculum of the wing is white : the beak is dirty 
red : the irides brown : the legs are yellowish-red ; 
the membranes are ashy-red. Tlie young males do 
not differ frotn the females : at the age of one year 
they are distinguished by some dusky spots, which 
are disposed on the white of the throat : the red on 
the neck is then terminated by a deeper colour : there 
are some dusky feathers on the top of the head ; and 
the white plumes of the wing-coverts begin to appear. 
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The trachea of the male is very long ; it is com- 
posed, immediately beneath the throat, of eylindric 
rings: abouf two inches down it is suddenly en- 
larged into a broad and depressed expansion, com- 
posed of alternate rings ; it is then again contracted, 
and the rings become eylindric ; afterwards it is en- 
larged into a second expansion, but smaller than the 
first ; the tube at a little distance from the inferior 
larynx becomes very straight and eylindric : the in- 
ferior larynx is vei^ large, and of a bony texture ; 
it is dilated in front, on its left side, and behind : on 
the right side there is a large elevation formed by 
three bony keels, wliich ai-e united on the top, and 
form three fiat surfaces, on which a drum-like mem- 
brane is stretched ; this part of the larynx is sepa- 
rated interiorly from the osseous portion on the left 
by a membranous partition, which is open and loose 
below. The branchial tubes are placed at some di- 
stance from each other, that of the right being placed 
immediately opposite to the pendulous membrane 
which foimis the interior partition. 

There appears to be much difiercnce of opinion 
respecting the identity of the Goosander and the 
Dundiver; many ornithologists insisting that they 
are absolutely distinct species, while others of equal 
experience pronounce them to be merely the sexes 
of one species : both parties support their assertions 
by a reference to the great field of nature, which is 
equally open to the man of science and to the humble 
and untutored peasant. It appears, however, that 
the great contrariety of opinion' upon these points 
amongst the ornithologists of this country has origin- 
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ated from , the rarity of the birds of this stirps in 
Britain ; conilected also with the fact that the young 
males generally put on the plumage^of the adult 
females; which last consequently accounts for the 
well known circumstance of finding, apparently, both 
sexes of the Dundiver in Britain, and but one sex 
of the Goosander. Temminck and other continental 
writers arc of opinion that there exists but one species 
among the three supposed sexes that are apparent in 
this ; and as both the Dundiver and Goosander arc 
always observed in the same haunts, 1 have very little 
doubt of their observations being in accordance with 
the dictaites of nature, and as such I have adopted 
the synonyma above quoted, with reference to Tem- 
m inch’s arrangement. 

This species inhabits the arctic regions of the old 
and new continents, migrating towards the south 
upon the approach of winter: during which season 
it is particularly abundant in Holland and France, 
but in very severe frosts retiring to the lakes in the 
more internal parts of the continent. It occurs but 
sparingly in Great Britain, unless during very hard 
winters, when they arc common on the fresh water 
pools, rivers, and fens of the Fast Riding of York- 
shire, and in the fens of Lincolnshire. They remain, 
according to Pennant, all the year in the Orkneys, 
and are found during the summer in the Hebrides. 
They retire to the north to breed, the female making 
her nest among the loose stones on the borders of 
rivers, or in a hollow tree : she usually lays from twelve 
to fourteen whitish eggs, which are of nearly equal 
diameter at each end. These birds generally feed on 
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fish, amphibious animals, or marine mollusca, which 
renders their flesh very unpalatable, and being where- 
withal very lean and rancid, is held in very little 
estimation* 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. 

(Merganser serrata.) 

Me. specula alarum albo,Jasciis duabus nigris transversis in marc, 
vel und in fcmin&. 

Merganser with the wing-speculum whitO) with two transverse 
black bands in the male, and one in the^female. 

Mergus serrata. Linn. St/st. Nat, 1, 208. Gmel, Stfst, Nat. I. 

546. Lath* Ind, Om. 2. 82.9. Sabine, Frank. Jonrn. App. 702. 
Mergus serrata leucomelanus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.546. S’. Driss. 
Orn. 6. 250. 

Mergus cirrhatus fuscus. Raii, Syn. 135. A. 

Mergus cristatus. Briss. Orn. 6. 237. pi. 23. 

Merganser cristatus. Leach, Brit. Mus. Catal. p. 36. 

Lc Hai'Ie hupp6. Buff. Hist. Nat.^Ois. 8. 273. Biff. PL linl. 
207. Temm. man. d'Orn. 579. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 884. Cuv. Reg, 
Anim. 1. 540. 

Harle k manteau noire. Biff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 277. 
lled-breasted Merganser. Penn. Brit. ZooL 2. 261. pi. 93. 
Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 466. EdvD. Glean, pi. 95. Alb. Birds, 
2. pi. 101. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 423. Lath. Syn, Sup. ii. 337. 
Levoin. Brit. Birds, 6. pi. 233. Wale. Syn. 1. pi, 81. Don. 
Brit. Birds, 2, pi. 38. Moiit. Orn. Diet, 2. and Sup. Lath. 
Linn. Trans, iv. \2\. pH. 16. f. 1, 2. (trachea.) Bew. Brit. 
Birds, 2. 261. fVils. Amer. Orn. v. viii, p. 81. pL Ixix.ff. 2. 
male. 

Young. — Mergus serratus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 546. a. 

Mergus niger. Gmel. Syst. Nat. I. 546. /3. 
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Merganser niger. Brits. Om. 6. 251. 

Black Merganser. Lath. Gen. Sj/n. 6. 426. S, 

m 

» * 

Length about two feet : the male has a long and 
slender crest, which, with the head and upper part 
of the neck, is black glossed with green : a white 
collar surrounds the neck : the breast is reddish- 
brown marked with black spots : at the insertion of 
the wings are five or six large white spots, which are 
edged with black : the speculum of the wing is white, 
striped with two transverse black bands : the top of 
the back and scapulars are deep black : the belly is 
white: the thighs and rump are rayed with ashy 
zigzag lines : the beak and irides are red : the legs 
orange. The old female has the head, the crest, and 
the neck of a reddish-brown : the throat white : the 
fore part of the neck and the breast varied with ash- 
colour and white : the upper parts and the flanks are 
deep ash : the speculum of the wing is white, with 
dne ash-coloured band : the lower parts of the body 
are white : the beak and legs are dull orange : the 
irides are brown. The,young males of the year have 
the beak bright red, and the irides yellowish : the 
head of a deep brown : the throat of an ashy-white. 
At the age of one year they have the upper parts 
varied with blackish ; and the neck and head tinged 
with reddish. 

The trachea of this species in some respects resem- 
bles that of the preceding, but it possesses only one 
dilatation : it is of moderate length ; and, with the 
above exception, the upper part corresponds with 
that of the last described bird ; but below it is dif- 
ferent : at about two inches from the lower larynx 
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the windpipe is very much depressed, and the de- 
pression consists of about nineteen or twenty rings, 
which are veiy broad on the lower part of the tubcM 
which appears like a piece of chain-work, composeu 
of straight bony keels, having between them a series 
of drum-like membranes: the large lower larynx is 
dilated in front and below, and forms two bony protu- 
berances in the hinder part, of which that on the 
right is largest ; both of them are furnished laterally 
with a drum-like membrane. 

This species inhabits the same countries with the 
preceding, appearing in the south of England in 
winter, but more frequently in the north, and in 
Scotland, in some of the lochs of which country they 
are said to breed: the female lays from eight to 
thirteen eggs, in a nest placed near the edge of the 
water: the nest is constructed of dry grass lined 
with down. 

These birds frequent the coasts of America, as well 
as the interior fresh water lakes of that continent, 
keeping within the bays and estuaries of rivers : they 
swim low in the water, and, when wounded in the 
wing, very dexterously continue to elude the sports- 
man or his dog, by diving and coming up at a great 
distance, raising the beak only above water, and dip- 
ping down again in the greatest silence. Their food 
consists of small fry and shell-fish. 
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\ HOODED MERGANSER. 

(Merganser cucullatus.) 

^ Mb. cristi globosd utrinque atbi^ corpore supra fusco, suUm albo. 
Merganser with a globose crest, white on ca^ side, the body above 
brown, beneath white. 

Mergus cucullatus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 207. Gmel. Sifst. Nah 
1. 544. Lath. Ltd. Orn. 2. 830. Sabine^ Frank. Joum. App. 
702. 

Merganser Virginianus cristatus. Briss. Orn. 6* 258. 

Ecatotol altera. £a/i, Syn. ^75. 

Le Harle couronn5. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 280. Buff. PI. 
Enl. 935, 936. 

Wind Bird. fFill. Birds, 389. 

Round-crested Duck. Cates. Carol. 1. pi. 94. Edtv. Glean, 
pi. 360. 

Hooded Merganser. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 467* Lath. Gen. Syn, 
6. 426. pi. 101. Wils. Atner. Orn. v. viii. p. 79. pi. lxix.Jl 1 . 

T^e Hooded Merganser is eighteen inches in 
leqgth, and two feet in extent: beak blackish-red, nar- 
row, thidcly toothed, and furnished with a projecting 
nail at the extremity: the head is ornamented with a 
Wge circular crest, which the bird has the faculty of 
elevating or depressing at pleasure : the fore part of 
this, as far as the eye, is black ; from thence to the 
hind head white, and elegantly tipped with black ; 
it is composed of two separate ro#s of feathers, ra- 
diating from each side of the heed, and which may 
be easily divided by the hand : irides golden : eye 
very small : neck black, the colour spreading to and 
over the back : part of the lesser wing-coverts very 
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pale ash, under which the greater coverts and seconda- 
ries form four alternate bars of black and white : ter- 
tials long, black, and streaked down the middle with » 
white : the black on the back curves prettily round ^ 
in two points on the breast, which, with all the lower 
parts, are pure white : sides under the wings and 
flanks reddish-brown, elegantly crossed with parallel 
black lines : tail pointed, consisting of twenty sooty- 
brown fcathei's : legs and feet flesh-coloured : claws 
large and stout. The windpipe has a small labyrinth. 
The female is rather less : the crest smaller, and of 
a light rust colour, entirely destitute of white : the 
upper half of the neck dull drab, with lighter semi- 
circles : the white on the wings as in the male j but 
the tertials are shorter and less white : the back is 
brownish-black : the rest of the plumage is similar to 
that of the male. 

This species appears to be peculiar to North Ame- 
rica: it is said to arrive at Hudson’s Bay about the 
end of May : it builds on the borders of the lakes j 
the female laying six white eggs, in a nest composed 
of grass, lined with feathers plucked from her breast. 
This species is migratory, and proceeds southwards 
during the severity of the winter ; occurring during 
that season in several of the United States of Ame- 


rica. 
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(Merganser imperialis.) 

Me. nigrojusco griseoque varius, capite lam, remigibus primori^ 
bits nigris, rostro pedibusque rufescente albis. 

Merganser varied with black, brown^ and grey, with the head 
smooth, the primary quills black, the beak and legs reddish- 
white. 

Mergus imperialis. Gmel. Spst. NaL 1. 547. Lath. Ind. Orn, 
2. 829. 

Imperial Merganser. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. ii. 337- 

This bird is described by Latham as being the 
“ size of a Goose : the body variegated with black, 
brown, and grey : the head without crest : the prime 
quills black, and without any speculum : beak and 
legs rufous white: tongue ciliated. Inhabits Sar- 
dinia.** 


BROWN MERGANSER. 

(Merganser fuscus.) 

Me* cristatus fuscus subtus albus, guld pectoreque nigro maculatis, 
alls nigris fascid albd. 

Crested brown Merganser beneath white, with the throat and 
breast spotted with black, the wings black with a white stripe. 
Merganser fuscus. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2* 832. 

Brown Merganser. ^Penn. Arct. ZooU2. ‘Sup.7A. Lath. Syn. 
Sup. ii. 339. 
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About eighteen inches in length : the head is deep 
brown : from the orbits of the eyes, extending back- 
wards and ending in a large pendent crest, is a 
whitish streak ; the upper part of the crest is brown, 
and the under black : the greater and lesser wing- 
coverts, the scapulars, and tail, are black ; as are also 
the secondaries, but the latter are mottled with white 
on each web : the belly is white : the vent tawny : 
the legs dusky yellow. 

This species inhabits North America, and arrives 
at Hudson’s Bay in May: it makes its nest with 
grass, and lines it with feathers : it retires when the 
rivers become frozen up. 


BLUE MKRGANSKlt. 

(Merganser ca^ruleus.) 

Me. crulalus candeus, vertice cauddque nigris, guld abdomine 
maculaque alartm albis. 

Crested blue Merganser with the crown and tail blacky tlic throat, 
abdomen, and spot on the wing white. 

Mergus cseruleus. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2. 833. 

Blue Merganser. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2, Sup. 74. Lath. Syn. 
Sup. ii. 340. 

White-faced Duck. Loth. Gen. Syn. 6. 504. A. 

• “ Length fourteen inches : beak one inch long, 

nanw, and black : irides blue : the forehead and 
crown of the head black and shini|g : a spot of white 
on the ears : the back of the neck brown : the sea- 
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pulws wd lesser wing-coverts deep blue ; the greater 
coVerts the same, tipped with white : the primaries 
deep blue : the secondaries the same within, and white 
without : the throat and belly white : the breast and 
vent blue : the tail black : the legs blue. 

Inhabits North America; appearing in Hudson’s 
Bay in June, and departing in October : it is said to 
lay ten small white eggs in a hollow stump, or among 
rotten wood near the water, without attempting to 
construct any nest : the young, when hatched, are 
diligently attended by the mother to the water, im- 
mediately upon bursting the shell. 


FOUKED MERGANSER? 


V (Merganser ? fiircifer.) 

Me ? nigercapite lavi, collo crisso abdomitie rectricibmque lale- 
ralibus alhis,Jronte genisque dilute Jitscis, caudA Jurcatd. 

Black Merganser ? with a smooth head, the neck, vent, abdomen, 
and lateral tail-feathers white, the ibrchead and cheeks pale 
brown, the tail forked. 

Mergus furcifer. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1 . 548. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 

832. • 

Forked Merganser. Lath. Gen. Spn. Sup. ii. 339. 

Inhabits Courland : the beak is black at the tip 
and the base ; but the middle is reddish : the irides ' 
pale brown : from the ears, down the sides of the 
neck, quite to th#breast, a black stripe, shaded for 
half the length with chesnut : hind head and neck 
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white: breast, back, and rump black, the feathers 
appearing scaly : belly and vent white : tail forked 
as in the Swallow : the outer feathers white : wing- 
coverts shaded not unlike the back : lesser quills like 
the back, part of them white, making a large spot of 
that colour between the back and wings.” — Latham. 

STIRPS V. 

Rostrum bad latiAs quam altum^ lateribus laminato^dentatis; t«*irsi 
dongati, compressi; pollex loho ihstructus. 

Beak broader than high at its base> its sides ]aminato*dentated ; 
the tarsi elongated^ compressed j the hinder toe furnished witli 
a membrane. 

The birds belonging to this stirps arc distinguished 
from those of the third by the lobated appendage to 
the hinder toe, and ftom the preceding by the form 
of the beak, which is not serrated. They are stouter 
made, and some of the genus approach in stature and 
affinity to the Geese; others to the Divers: their wings 
are veiy short : their legs are placed more backward 
on the body than in any other Ducks : the tarsi are 
much compressed, and the toes are longer and more 
webbed. They walk and fly indifferently, but swim 
and dive with facility. ^ Their food consists almost 
exclusively of Ashes and insects. 
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Generic Character. 


* Rostrum baa inerme, brevis- 
simum, gradle, ad apicem 
angustum, acutum; mandi- 
bul& supcriore apice ungue 
minuto instructo. 

Nares lineares, basales. 

Vertex elevata. 

Cauda rectricibus intcraiediis 
elongatis, acuminatis. 


Beak unarmed at its base, 
very short, slender, narrow 
towards the lip; the upper 
mandible furnished with a 
small mul at its tip. 

Nostrils linear, basal. 

Crotm elevated. 

Tail with its intermediate 
feathers elongated, and 
pointed. 


HARELDA. Ray, Leach. 

QUERQUEDULA. Briss. 

CLANGULA. Fleming. 

The Harelds differ from the Carrots in having 
a shorter and more acute b«tk, and the tail-feathers 
being greatly elongated : the nostrils arc much more 
linear, and the crown of the head more elevated. 
From the Pochards they are readily distinguished by 
the same character. There is but one species as yet 
ascertained, which is a native of the northern regions, 
and subsists on molluscous animals. 
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LONG-TAILED HARELD. 

(Harelda glacialis.) 

Ha. alba, genis latcribmque colli maculd Jlav&y pectore, dorso, 
caudd, alarum partibus nigris. * 

White Hareld with a yellow spot on the checks and on the sides 
of the neck, witli the breast, back, tail, and part of the wings 
black. 

Anas glacialis. Linn. S^st. Nat. 1. 203. GtneL Si/st,Nat. 1. 
529. Lath. Lid. Orn. 2. 864. 

Anas longicauda ex insula Novae Tcrrae. Driss. Orn. 6. 382. 
Canard d longue queue. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9- 202. 

Canard de Miclon. Btiff. PL Enl. 1008. Temm. man. d'Oni. 
558. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 860. 

Le Canard de Terre-Neuve. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 533. 
Swallow-tailed Shieldrake. WUl. Aug. 364. 

Long-tailed Duck. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 283. Pe7tn, Arct. Zool. 
2. 501. Penn. Arct. Zool, and App. p. 76. female. £dw. 
Glean.pl. 280. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 528. Wale. Syn. j. 
pi. 73. Lew. Brit. Birds, 7. pi. 262. Don. Brit. Birds, ,0. 
pi. 111. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 
363. Wils. Amer. Orn. v. viii. p. 93. 96. pi. hix,/. 1. male. 
ff. 2. female, winter dress. 

Young.— Anas hyemalis. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1 . 202. Gfhel. Syst. 
Nat. J . 529. 

Anas caudacuta, Harelda. RaHf Syn. 145. 

Anas longicauda Tslandica. Brm. Om. 6. 378. 

Querquedula Ferroensis. Briss. Orn. G. 466. pi. 4i).f. 2. 
Sarcclle de Ferroe. Bitff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 278. Buff. PI. 
Enl. 999. 

Long- tailed Duck. Edw.Glean.pl. 156. 

Twenty-two inches in length : the beak is black, 
with a transverse band of red : the irides are orange : 
the top of the head, nape, face, and under part of fbe 



176 


LONG-TAILED HARELD. 


neck, the long scapulary feathers, the belly, vent, and 
lateral tail-feathers are pure white : the checks and 
space under the throat are ash-coloured : on the sides 
of the neck is a large space of a chesnut-brown colour : 
the breast, back, rump, and the two middle tail-fea- 
thers (which are very long) ai’e of a sooty brown : 
the sides qf the body are ash-coloured : the tarsi and 
toes are yellow : the membranes blackish. The old 
female differs from the male in having a short tail, 
with its feathers bordered with white, and the two 
middle ones are not elongated : the forehead, throat, 
and eyelids are of a whitish-ash : the nape, front, and 
under part of the neck, as well as the belly and vent, 
are pure white ; the top of the head and large space 
on the sides of the neck arc blackish-ash : the breast 
is varied with ash-colour and brown : the feathers of 
the back, the scapulars, and wing-coverts are black 
in the middle, with their edges of a reddish-ash : the 
rest of the upper parts are sooty brown : the beak is 
bluish, banded with yellow : the irides are clear brown : 
the legs are lead colour. The young of the year 
differ but little from the old female : they have the 
face whitish, varied with numerous brown or ashy 
spots : the throat, fore part of the neck, and the nape 
of an ashy-brown : the under part of the neck, a large 
spot behind the eyes, the belly, and vent white : the 
breast and thighs varied with spots of brown and ash- 
colour. The male at the age of one and two years has 
not the top of the head and the nape of a pure white : 
these parts, the throat, and the fore part of the neck 
are of a blackish-brown, varied with spots of white and 
ash-colour : the feathers of the scapulai s are white or 
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ashy, or yellowish-brown, or whitish, varied with large 
spots of a deeper colour : the two middle tail-fcathei’s 
exceed the others rather more than an inch. 

The trachea of this- bird is of a singular construc- 
tion, and differs from that of the other Anatidse : it 
rather increases in size at each extremity : at the 
lower end, close to the labyrintli, one side is flat- 
tened, and instead of the bony rings continuing 
round of their full breadth, tliis part is crossed with 
four distant linear bones as fine as a thread, which 
support a delicate transparent membrane three quar- 
ters of an inch in length, and almost three-eighths of 
an inch broad at the base : below this ribbed mem- 
brane projects the bony part of the labyrinth, with a 
tympanum of a kidney shape, placed transversely to 
the trachea, the middle of which is flat and mem- 
branaceous: the opposite side of the labyrinth is 
depressed, and from the bottom of this part the 
branchia; take their origin. 

This species inhabits the arctic seas, and, like the 
other natives of those frigid regions, migrates south- 
waids during the inclemency of the winter, though 
it is said that some I'emain at all times in those iin- 
genial climes. They occur in considerable flocks in 
the Orkneys from October to April, and a few visit 
the southern parts of Britain during that period : 
they mostly reside on the sea-coiists, where they can 
procure plenty of mollusca, upon which they chiefly 
subsist. They fly very swiftly, take short excursions, 
and are lively, restless birds : they arc met with in 
large docks in North America ; and of an evening 
their loud and confused noise may be heard in calm 

12 
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weather at the distance of several miles. They breed 
in Spitzbergen, Iceland, and other northern parts, 
making their nest among the grass near the sea; and 
about the middle of .Tune lay. from ten to fourteen 
bluish-white eggs : the nest is lined with the down 
from the breast .of the female, which is said to be 
equally valuable with that of the Eider. They are 
hardy birds and excellent divers, and, from the nature 
of their food, their desh is rancid and fishy, and held 
in no great estimation. 



CLANOULA. (JARROT. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capitc brevier,* basi . 
inerme, aiigustinn, ad api- 
cem fere rectum; uuindi- 
biild superiore apice nngye 
parvo instructo. 

Nares ovalcs, basales. 

Cauda rcctricibus acuiuina- ! 
tis, aut obtusis, baud elon- 
gatis. 

CLANGULA. Fleming, Loacli. 

QUERQUEDULA, Briss. 


Itcak shorter than the head, 
its bast* simple, narrow, 
nearly straight towards tlie 
tip; the upper mandible 
furnished with a small 
hook. 

Nostrils oval, basal. 

Tail with its feathers acu- 
minated, or blunt, not elon- 
gated. 


I HE Garrets liave a short beak, witli its sides 
nearly straight, and not tapering, as in the Harold : 
tlie crown is scarcely so much elevated : the nostrils 
are more oval ; and the tail is considerably shorter 
tlian in the last-mentioned genus; in one species this 
part has its feathers pointed at the tip, whereas it 
is very obtuse in the others. The structure of the 
trachea is very different from that of any other genus 
of this family, but approximates towards that of the 
Mergansers. 
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HARLEQUIN CARROT. 

(Clangula histrionica.) 

Ch.fusca albo eandeoque varia^ auribus, iemporibus lined ger^ 
mind, collarijascidque pectorali albis (mas.) : velgrisca, auribua 
albisy remigibus primorihns nigricanlihm (fcmina.) 

Brown Garrot varied with white and blue, with the ears, a germi- 
nated line on the temples, collar round the neck and })cctoral 
fascia white {male) : or grey, with the ears white, and the pri- 
mary quills AusIly (Jhnale,) ^ 

Anas histrionica. Zitnll. h 204. GmeL SysL Nat, I. 

534. Lath, Jnd, Orn. 2» 849;; ^^^ 

Anas torqiiata. JSriss, Om, 6. 362, 

Le Canard a collier de Terre-Neuve. Buffi Hist, Nat, Ois. 9. 250, 
Buff. PL Enl, 798. 

Canard A collier, on histrion. Temm, man. d*Orh,, 673. Id. 

2 Ed. ii. 878. • ; 

Lc Canard Aricquin. Cuv. Reg, Anim^ 1 , 633, 

Pusky and Spotted Duck. Edw, Gledn^pL 99. 

Harlequin Duck. Petin. Arct. ZooL 2. 490. Lath. Gen. Syn. C. 
185, Mont. (h'n. Diet. 1. Wils. Amcr. Orn. v. viii. p. 139. 
pi. xcii../ 4. male. 

Frmale. — A nas minuta. ' Linm Syst. Nat. 1. 204. Gmel. Sysl. 

AaL 1.534. ; * 

Anas torqiiata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 514. 

Querquedula freti Hudsonis. Briss. Orn. 6. 469. 

La Sarcelle brunc et blanche. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ot^. 9. 287. 
Buff. PI Enl. 789. 

Little Brown and White Duck. Edvo. Glean, pi. 157* 

Length eighteen inches : beak black : irides iSrown : 
the head and neck blackish-violet : a large space be- 
tween the beak and the eye, a spot behind each eye, 
a longitudinal band on the sides of the neck, a collar 
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surrounding the neck, a broad semilunar mark on the 
sides of the breast, and part of the scapulars, are all 
of a pure white : the lower part of the neck and 
the breast are ashy>blue : the sides of the body arc 
bright red : the belly brown : the back, wings, and 
rump are black, glossed with blue and violet : the 
speculum of the wing is of a very deep violet : the 
legs and membranes arc of a blackish-blue, llie 
female differs considerably ; all the upper part of her 
plumage is deep brown, shaded with ash : towards 
the forehead, and a little before the eyes, is a very 
small white spot : towards the base of the beak and 
on the region of the cai*s is a large white space : the 
throat is whitish: the breast and belly arc whitish, 
shaded and spotted with brown : the sides of the body 
arc reddish-brown : in size she is less than the male. 
The young of the year are varied with brown and 
whitish, and may be distinguished by the rudiments 
of the white spots which arc apparent on the sides 
of the head. The white collar on the neck of the 
male does not appear till the second year. 

The Harlequin Carrot, so called from the singu- 
larity of its markings, is an inhabitant of the northern 
regions of the two worlds, and of the eastern parts of 
Europe, and two specimens have been killed in Scot- 
land. Little more, however, is known of its manners 
than that it swims and dives well, flies swift and to a 
great height, and has a whistling note. It is said to 
frequent bays and rivers during the summer months, 
and to be fond of shady places, making its nest on 
shore amongst shrubs, especially on the borders of 
the most roeky and rapid torrents. I'he female lays 
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ten or twelve pure white eggs, about the size of those 
oi» a pigeon : the young are very prettily speckled : 
in the autumn, when they are capable of flying, they 
migrate southward, to pass the winter in the open 
sea. Notwithstanding the food of this bird chiefly 
consists of suMifflll^ and molluscous animals, its flesh 
is said to cxib^eiii. 



gold£w«e^^«^krot. 



Ct. nigro alboque varia, capite tumido ^l^ilfpl^shm oris niacnld 
albS. ■ 

Garrot varied with black and white^ with a tumid Violet head, 
' with a white spot at the comer of the gape. 

Anas Clangula. Linn. Syst, Nat. ]• 201. Gmel. Syst* Nat. 1. 
523. Briss. Orn, 6 . ^16. pi. 37. 2. Baiip Syn. 142* A. 

Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 867. 

Le Garrot. Buff, Hist. Nat. Ois^ 9. 222. Buff, PI, Eni* -^2. 
Cuv. Beg. Anim. 1. 684. 

Canard Garrot. Temm^ man, ddOm. 566. Id. 2 Edit. ii. 870. 
Golden-eyc. Penn, Brit. Z(^ 2*^76. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 
486. Alb. Birds, 1. pl^ 96. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 535. Letv. 
Brit. Birds, 255. ' IVidc. Syn. 1. pi. 69. Mani^ Orn. 


Diet. 1. and Sup. Lath, Syn. Sup. ii. 355. Lath. Linn. 
Trans, iv. 1 18. pi, 13. f, 12. (trachea.) Beta. Brit. Birds, 2% 
367. Wils. Amer. Orn. v. viii. p. 62. pi. Ixvii.y^ 6. male. 
Youno.— Anas glaucion. Linn. Syst. Nat, 1. 401. Gmel. Syst. 

Nat. 1. 525. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2. 868. 

Morillon, or Grey-headed Duck. Lath, Gen. Syn. 6. 537. Beto. 
Brit. Birds, 2. 371. • 
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Above eighteen inches in length: beak black: 
irides brilliant yellow : at the opening of the beak is 
a large white space ; the rest of the, head and the 
upper part of the neck are of a very deep purple 
green : the lower part of the neck, the breast, belly, 
vent, sides of the body, greater wing-coverts, and 
part of the scapulars pure white: the back,* rump, 
and the rest of the scapulars deep black : the thighs 
and tail are ashy-black : the tarsi and toes are ofange- 
yellow ; the membranes black. The female has all the 
head and the upper part of the neck of a very deep 
brown : the lower part of the neck, the belly, and 
vent are pure white : the breast and sides of the body 
are deep brown, edged with whitish : the feathers of 
the back and scapulars are blackish in the middle, 
edged and tipped with deep ash : the wing-coverts 
partly white and partly black : the tip of the beak 
and the irides yellowish : the tarsi and toes* bright 
yellow. The young males of the year resemble the 
old females : their beak is blackish-ash : the irides 
greenish-yellow : the toes yellowish-brown : at the 
age of one year the white space at the side of the 
beak becomes apparent, and the feathers of the head 
become black without any green reflections. 

The trachea of the male of this species is of a 
very extraordinary and singular construction: nearly 
about its middle it swells out to at least five times its 
common dj^meter, three concentric rings, of which 
this part is formed, falling obliquely into one another, 
when the windpipp is relaxed ; but when stretched, 
this part swells out to its full size, the rings being 
then drawn apart : this expansion extends for about 
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three inches ; three more below this it again forms 
itself into a hard cartilaginous shell, or labyrinth, of 
an irregular figjire, and nearly as large as a walnut : 
from the bottom of this the trachea branches olF to 
the two lobes of the lungs j that branch which goes 
to the left lobe being three times the diameter of the 
right. • 

The Golden-eye is a native of the sirctic regions, 
and occurs on both continents, flying along the sea- 
coasts, and the lakes and rivers of the interior : they 
appear but sparingly in Britain, visiting us in small 
flocks during the winter, and feeding chiefly in rivers 
contiguous to the sea, on shell-fish, small fry, kc. 
They swim and dive well, but seldom walk on shore, 
and then in a very awkward waddling manner ; when 
flying they make a loud whistling noise with their 
wings. They retire northward to breed, and are 
said to build in hollow trees, the female laying four- 
teen pure white eggs. 


UUFFEL-HEADED GAUKOT. 

(Clangiila albeola. ) 

Cl. alba dor so remigibusque nigris, capile colloquy cwridcsccnlc 
sericeo nilente, occipite albo; femina macula anrium alarimquv 
albA, 

White Garrot with the back and quills black, the head and neck 
bluish with a silken gloss, the occiput wliite 3 female with a 
white s|)ot on the ears and wings. 
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Aiiiis aibcola. Linn. Sijst.Nat. I. 199> Gtncl. S//st. Nat, 1.517. 
Lath. Ltd. Orn. 2. 86C. 

Anas buccphala. lAnn. tiyul. Nat. 1 . 200. Gmel. Si/st. Nat. 1 . 
.521. 

Qiicrqucdula Ludoviciana. Brm. Orn. (i. 40 !./>/. 41.y. 1. 

Anas hyberiia. Brhs. Orn. 6 . 349. 

Sarcellc blanclie ct noire, on la RcHgicuse. Bitff". Hist. Nat, Ois. 
9.284. Bnjr. PI. Enl. 94». 

Petit canard a grosse tctc. Bitffl Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 249. 

Little Black and Wliite Duck. Edw. Glean, pi. 100. 

Spirit Duck. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 487. 

BtifFel-hcaded Duck. Calesby, Carol. 1. pi. 9.5. Penn. Arct, 
Zool. 2. 489. Lath. Gen. Si/n. 6. .5.33. JVils. Amer. Orn. 
ti. viii.p. 51. pi. Ixvii. /i 2. ni.alc ; /I 3. female. 

Female. — Anas rustic.!. Linn. Sij.d. Nat. 1. 201. Gtncl. Si/st. 
Nat. 1 . 524. 

Qiicrqucdula Carolinensis. Bri.ss. Orn. 6 . 464. 

Sarcellc de la Caroline. Biiff". Hist, N/il, Ois, 9. 286. 

I.ittle Brown Duck. Cnlcslt. Carol. I . pi. 98. Lath. Gen. Syn. 
6. 534. 

Length sixteen inches : beak near an incli and a 
half long, and blaek : the head and neek gi ecn-gold, 
with a gloss of violet in .some lights : from behind 
each eye the feathers are white, passing in a broad 
patch to the back of the head : the lower part of the 
neck all round, the breast, and under parts are white : 
the outer seapulars are white, foniiing a longitudinal 
band on each side of the back, whirdi, with the rest 
of the scapulars, is black : the lesser wing-coverts are 
dusky, edged with white: the middle ones white: 
the greater, down the middle of the wing, white ; but 
those on each side bl.ack : quills dusky black ; some of 
the inner ones marked with white on the inner webs : 
tail cinereous ; the three outer feathers edged out- 
wardly with white ; the shape of it cuneiform : legs 
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orange : claws black. The female is smaller than the 
male : length fourteen inches : beak black : irides 
hazel : the head and upper parts deep brown : behind 
the eye an oval white spot : throat and under parts 
pale grey : greater quills deep brown ; the lesser ones 
the same, but outwardly edged with white, forming 
a patch on the wing : tail brown : legs black. 

Common on the sea-shores, rivers, and lakes of the 
United States of America, during the autumn and 
winter : about the middle of April, or early in May, 
they retire to the north to breed, and are said to 
make their nests in trees in the woods near ponds : 
the young of both sexes resemble the females. They 
ax'e expert divers, and fly with gi’eat rapidity: their 
note is a short qmlc. They generally fly in pairs in 
the early part of the winter, but towards the spring 
they associate in flocks. They feed chiefly on shell- 
flsh and shrimps, and though they are often exceed- 
ingly fat, their flesh is not very excellent. 
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Generic Character. 

Rostrum capitc longius, basi Reak os long ns the head, its 
inerme, latum, depressuni, base unarmed, broad, de- 

ad apicem paulo dilatatum. • pressed, a little dilated near 

the tip. 

Nares subovalcs, basales. Nostrils suboval, basal. 
Cauda mcdiocris, r^tricibus Tail moderate, its feathers 
plcrumque acutis. generally acute. 

Pedes membranis magnis in- Feet furnished with large 
struct!. membranes. 

FULIGULA. Ray, Leach. 

NYROCA. Fleming. 

PENELOPE. Brlss. 

GLAUCTUM, Briss. 

QUERQUEDULA. Briss. 

The Pochards have a broad and depressed beak, 
which is destitute of any appendage at its base : it is 
much larger than in the Garrots or Harolds, and is 
rather dilated, or spathiform, towards the tip: the 
tail is usually short, and in most cases the feathers of 
which it is composed have their tips acute. There 
iire several species belonging to this genus *, and their 
tracheal organization, as far as ascertained, seems to 
correspond. 
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(Fuligiila rufina.) 

F u» cristata nigra, dorso alisque fu&cis, capite colloque teslaceo^^ 
rubris, vertice rtifescente, specula alba nigra marginata. 

Crested Black Pochard with the back and wings browii^ the head 
and neck testaceous-red« the crown reddish^ the speculum of 
the wing white, edged with black. 

Anas rufina. Pallas.^GmeL SysU Nat, 1.541. Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2. 870. 

Anas capite ruffo major. Raii, Syn. 1 40. 

Anas fistularis cristata. Briss, Orn, fi. 398. 

Canard siffleur hupp6. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 282. Buff. PL 
Enl. 928. Temm. man. d'Orn. 560. Id. 2 Ed. ii. 864. 

Lc Millouin huppe. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 535. 

Red-crested Duck. Lath. Gen* Syn. 6. 544. 

Length twenty-three inches : beak bright red; its 
hook white : irides bright red : the head is clothed 
with several long silken feathers, which form a large 
crest, which, with the cheeks, throat, and upper part 
of the neck, is reddish-brown, or bay-colour: the 
lower part of the neck, the breast, belly, and vent 
are deep black : the back, wings, and tail are bright 
brown ; the sides of the body, the bend of the wing, 
a large spot on the sides of the back, the speculum, 
and the base of the quills whitish : the tarsi and toes 
are bright red ; the membranes black. The female 
is less : the top of the head, the occiput, and the nape 
are deep brown : the crest is less tufted than in the 
male : the checks, throat, and sides of the neck are 
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ashy-white : the breast and sides of the body are 
yellowish-brown : the belly jind vent are grey : the 
back, wings, and tail are brown, slightly shaded with 
ochraccous : the back is without the white spot on its 
sides : the speculum and half the wing arc greyish- 
white ; the rest of the wing is bright brown : the 
base of the quills is white, shaded* with brown : the 
beak, tarsi, and toes arc reddish-brown. 

'rhe trachea of this bird, which is broad immediately 
beneath the upper larynx, becomes suddenly very nar- 
row, but towards the middle of its length its dia- 
meter becomes very large, and then narrow : the lower 
larynx is formed of two dilatations, that on the left 
side being largest and highest, with osseous ramifica- 
tions, which arc covered with a delicate membrane. 

A native of the north-eastern pjirts of Europe, 
and part of Asia, appearing periodically in Hungary, 
Austria, and Turkey, and occasionally as far west as 
the lakes of Switzerland. It likewise migrates to the 
Caspian Sea. It feeds upon mollusca and aquatic 
vegetables. 
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(Fuligula cristata.) 

Fu. crist& dependentCi corpore nigroy abdomine speculoqne alarum 
albis. 

Pochard with a depending crest, the l)ody black, the abdomen and 
speculum of the wing white. 

Anas Fuligula. Linn, Syst Nat, 1. 207. Gmel, Syst, Nnl, 1. 

.543. Lath, Ind, Orn, 2. 869. 

Anas cristata. Haiiy Syn. 142. A. 

Glaucium minus. Briss, Orn. 6. 41], pi. 37»f. 1. 

Morillon. Buff. Hist. Nat Ois. 9. 227. Buff, PL Enl, 1001. 
Cuv, Reg, Anim, 1. 535. 

Canard morillon. Temm, man. d*Orn, 568. Id, 2 Edit, ii. 873. 
Tufted Duck.* Penn, Brit. Zool, 2. 274. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 
573. Alb. Birds, 1 . pi. 95 . Hayes, Brit, Birds, pi. 26 . Lath . 
Gen. Syn. 6. 540. Lath* Syn. Sup, ii. 355. Lath, Linn, 
Trans, iv. 117. Wale. Syn. \,pl, 78, Lcto. Brit. Birds, 7- 
pi, 257. Mont, Orn, Diet 1. and Sup, Betv, Brit Birds, 2. 
372. Wils. Amer. Orn, v. viii./;. 60. pi. Ixvii.yi 5. male. 

Le Canard brun. Buff, Hist, Nat, Ois, 9. 252. Biff. PI, Enl. 
1007. 

Lapmark Duck. Penn. Arct Zool. 2. 576. M. 

Young.— Anas scandiaca. Gmel, Syst. Nat, 1 . 520. Lath. Ind. 
Orn, 2. 859. 

Brown Duck. Penn. Brit, Zool. pi. Q. 

Lapmark Duck. Lath. Gen, Syn, 6. 515. 

Length seventeen inches : beak bright blue, with 
its hook black : iridcs bright yellow : on the top of 
the head is a crest i^nsisting of long and slender 
feathers : this, and also the head, neck, and breast, 
are black glossed with violet and green : the back, 
wiiogs, and rninp are blackish -brown, with bronzed 
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reflections ; these parts are slightly sprinkled with 
brown dots : the belly, sides, and a transverse band 
on the wing, ai^ pure white : the vent is blackish- 
brown : the tarsi and toes are bluish ; the membranes 
black. The old female is less, but has a crest, *the 
feathers of which are shorter : the crest, head, neck, 
breast, and top of the bade are dull black, shaded with 
deep brown : the back tind win^s are dull blackish- 
brown, spotted with,ipall brown dots : on the breast 
and on the sides ar^>somc large spots of reddish- 
brown : the belly is il^tish, shaded with reddish- 
brown : the speculum ||l%naller than in the male : 
the beak and legs are df a deeper colour: the irides 
are bright yellow. Tim young have no crest : on the 
sides of the beak is j^iliarge whitish spot : on the fore- 
head, and oftentimes l^hind the-eyes, they ara white : 
the head, neck, :^d,^reast are dull brown, the last 
varied with reddish||irown : the feathers back 

and the wings are black»^-brown, edged 
brown : the sides arc red^^brown : oh tl^r is 
a small whitish band: the abd^eh iS'ihtied^t^^ 
and brown : the irides are ye^w. The young 
males have the whij;^ on the bell^' more pure than 
the young females.’"' ' 

** The trachea of the niti^R this bird greatly 
resembles, in the drum-like portion of it, that of the 
Red-headed Pochard; but the bony, bo:t-like portion 
is elevated, and scarcely to be distinguished from that 
of the Scaup, except in being smaller. The trachea 
also itself is of smaller dimensions throughout,” — 
Latham. 

Found in the arctic regions of both continents ; 
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preferring the sea-coasts during the spring, and the 
lakes and seas of the interior during the autuinh : 
on the approach of the latter seasoif these birds pre- 
pare to visit the more temperate regions, and an*ivc 
in ‘England and other ; soutkern parts, wliere tliey 
remain till the spring ; continuing with us as late as 
the latter end of March. They ard difficult to shoot, 
owing to their excessive diving. They breed in the 
polar regions, thougli some are supposed to propagate 
in more genial climes, 'fheir nourishment is similar 
to that of the i‘cst of the genus ; but theii’ flesh, it is 
affirmed, is much better tasted, and generally very 
tender. 


ICELAND POCHARD. 

(FuHgula Islaiidica.) 

Pu. cristata nigra, jugtdo pcclore nhdomincqnc nlbis, prdihus 
croceh. 

Crested-black Pochard with the jugulum, breast, and alKloincn 
white, the legs saifron-colourcd. 

Anas Islandica. Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1. 541. Laih. Incl. Orn- 2. 
871. 

Iceland Drake. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 574. H. Lath. Gen. Sjpi, 
6 .^ 45 . * 

' < Prevailing colour black : the head crested : the 
fore part of the neck, breast, and belly white : the 
legs saffron colour. Inhabits Iceland, where it is 
called Hrafn-ond. 
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. RED-I1£AD£D POCHAnD. 

(Fuligula fcrina.) 

Fu. cvi^eo undulatGi capUe brunneOffasci&peclorali crisso uro-> 
pygiogue nigru. 

Pochard wared with ash-oolour^ with the head brown^ a band on 
the breast, the vent and rump black. 

Anaa ferina. Linn* SysL Nat* 1. 203. Gmel* Syst* Nat* 1. 530. 
Lath. Ind, Om* 2* 862. 

Anas rufa. Gmel, Syst* Nat. 1. 575. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2. 863. 

mide. * 

Anas fera ftisca. Raii, Syn, 143. A. 

Penelope*. Briss. Om* 6, 384.pl. 35. Jl 1. 

Milloiiin. Duf* Hi$t. Nat. Ois. 9. 216. Buff* PL Enl. 803. 
Cuv* Reg, Anim* 1. 536* 

Canard Milouin. Temm. man* itOm. 564. Id* 2 Edit* ii. 868. 
Poker, Pochard, Red-headed Wigeon. Penn* Brit* Zool. 2. 284. 
Penn* Arct* Zool. 2* 491. Alb. Birds, 2. pi. 98. Lath. Gen. 
Syn* 6. 523. Lath. Syn* Sup. ii. 354. Lath. Linn* Trans, 
iv. U6.pl. li.J'.b, 6* (trachea.) Lew. Brit, Birds, 7* pi. 253. 
Mont* Om. Diet. 2. and Sup. Bew. Brit* Birds, 2. pi. 356. 
Wils* Amer. Orn* v* viii.p, 110. j?/* 6. male. 

Eighteen inches in length : the beak black at its 
base and point, and deep blue in the middle : irides 
orange: the head and neck are very brilliant brownish- 
red : the upper part of the back, the breast, and rump 
are dull black : the rest of the back, the scapulars, 
wmg-eoverts, sides of the body,- thighs, and vent are 
whitish-ash, rayed with numerous close sigzag ashy- 
blue lines : the belly is whitish, varied with nearly 
imperceptible ashy zigzag lines : the quills and tail 
are deep ash : the turn and toes are bluish ; the mem- 
V. XII. p. II. 13 
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Rf prHEADI^D POqHARDr 


, „i;he feiMe u.lei3^;9pd jtopi pf 

, 4ke jijldps imd bppk qI the neck, the. topi pf 

|)Fp9s( (pf eirf^i^^jiownijl^li,the 
,|l^t||bier8 Ipst part ore l^rdpred e^eha^pd.v^h 
!,rpddN^F^$p: the ^iK^>h!Btv«ea the heak end the 
eye,; the region of the eyes, the throat, and Core part 
i.pj^.the.ne^ are ivhke, spotted with reddish : ..(ri the 
^^des '9Fe j^yeifal lei;ge hrowik ^ot»;, the wi^ge arc 
aiih'Coloured, spotted with. white: the aigapg ilinaa 
,pa the bade are less distinct than in the aaale the 
middle of the belly is whitish : and of the beak dull 
bluish. The young males of one year resemble the 
female ; those of two years have the red op the :hpad 
and on the neck more bright : the colour pf the 
breast is generally blackidi-brown, often shaded with 
^jlear brown : on the back and sides of the body, ^ 
several ^ots. 

Dr, Latham gives the following cpmparajdve^.ac- 
cmint of the trachea of this species : The jiTa^jpa 
.is. fhbrter, but otherwise like that of Uie S6aup..(^p- 
iigtila Marila), and of nearly the same .diauK^r 
^throughout. The drum-like labyrinth is more round 
, pp,tbe:Wpp^ side, but crossed with asmaUilmi^par’ 
|titijm»^ ^ in that bird. The bony box, 'pf uddek ^ 
.,j$^ij^,.pp^i^4^ la scarcely elpvBtpd pii thw 
,jl^e,;,^d on the. other, much h^ 

„§Cimp;. Jit likewise, forms m obfcqap apglia iritkrjtke 
rest of the trachea; but in the l^aup it doea<pf!t.tdn‘ 
from 0 continuation nf » straight ,}^ 
faiming a considerable enlargm^ i 

. This, bird inhabits the northern parts pf ,£im(^, 
apd America, migrating towards the . south in 





iS5 

bill i^lb^ %lilrtW#1iM 
■fdr that yntjMiia' ! ' thd^ 'sAW' ttf litjlf br 

' thilteetf jgi^ish^Whitc^^ ' Tlidr flesh tt'redkbAfed 
jMffi&iUIai^^ good') ‘and » gtetiily estMined for 
Hiis prdperty has' lendared thair capture bf sbtne 
' ttiapdrtance i and Sis they dihnot be taken by means 
^ of the tisui^ decoy (of which a full account is giten 
in the description of the Wild Duck), owing to tlieir 
‘diving propensities, a diiforent method is employ^, 
vrhich is thus mentbned by Montagu : “ Poless kre 
erected at the avenues of the decoy, and after a gieat 
number of these birds have collected for some' time 
on the pool (to which wild fowl resort only b^’diiy, 
"imd go to the neighbouring fens to feed by night), a 
’ net is at*a given time erected by pulleys to'- thfesc 
^j^et^'^hSineatH Whi^ a deep {lit has previotlsljf b^n 
*‘'dl^!‘'and ks these birds go to feed just as it is dhtk, 
hfihd^lk^^Said alisrays to rise against the wind/a'Whble 
^fhldt^b^d^eh together in this manner; fox' wheif dhce 
4he^'t^ifi&@'i^inst the net, they neyeir’att 0 fd](it'to 
^‘ fostter dewn the net till they hreiredtt^ed 
whence they cannet'rise ; ‘khd ‘tfhis 
' (l^‘'t#ehty dozen have been tdten'iait hhe 

that this speeies will ttot Info rm 
confinement/" Meiil^, hbwever, statM, that ’‘* ho 

to the; ihenagerie/* 
•'iO^Hhfit‘‘wk8'’ftf ' fiiS*'^0sj^es8ibn; "thk ’was’ l^ly 
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GftNVA»>BAOIBSD < FOOIKUIO. 


ltotax|[ed'<^Ui ifeiri^t^tobk^toofecfAiiigdOrt 

iiinmHfianbediat^/^anit.wBBf^aftBr^linBe yMn^ffcoiki^ 
Aa6hwn(^iA(|iiglr‘tKeiths^luid[ vte7’>teiiie{'' ,n;iiu<!!:v 



V CA>I^A»i<BACKBD FOCHAS.t>j ' 

■>t!‘ .:•=., ,t: M I n- : ,..'i 


^ ■' ' (FuligdlQ TaHisneiiiiO ' ■ 

J«M ■■ ■ ■,■■■ ■■■ ,( 

Sv.J/rotite gmispte obscure Juscis, ca^He, coUoque parte superiore 

yalks, in/Man nigro citicto, dors6,scapttU^r^ts, wnirequi'tdbk, 
^ ■ WAeis ‘ angMissims pennicUkdis, MtrkHiis qlattuaftiiii 

yiphrmtiius grueu n^ieanie maeklatistresmgUus palUdi ardth 


^ith the forohead and cheeks d|u]lbrowo«the head and 
hpp^ oi the neck fulvous, the lower part with a hlac^ 
'(i^t^herl^k/ scapular^ and belly white, pencilled with veii^ 
' itarit^ Uiulic linet, the upper wing-ooverts grey, ^potted with 
tile j^i^paie dateNeolenr^ -i ^ ! .ii. 

Cp}jfffrb«^<^,I^Mjk^ (Arm vaUisneria,) Wik-. ■Awv:>.,Qr»^ 




i^.. 5 , Sabirte,_Frarik. Joifrr^^Aj^^^.b99. 


ihe’ ifidefedgable^ WHfeott-iifef 

ii)mmtd^4v4inMed 
nlll»4sfiagi8^^‘yifcK te ihuit 
♦"THe'lflitiiiyibaiaf ii fyd? 

iti' tiiWJef 

three inches M’IAi^h,'tttid tfiitj InfcTiiihd 
<MiiFait‘tKa'hiitei‘dlF Mjsa«'ei^fe ‘♦Ay'dSBl : 

: cbei^h ^ ahd 

blkc^shibidivd':' r^t df the‘Udad %iid’^i(hatit9i'piM‘ bf 
tWflHedf-^Hfrht gloasjr' heddii^-eJidsniMh' eiitMirt^l id a 



' CiVNVAlMBACRBD/KOCHAItD. 

bi'ORdf'ipai^e'of likitk,that ooviniitlie iiippcb'^iiii'Xif 
tite b'reastij aad’ spraids, vofniiilt4QYtiie;iI^^ b«dt» 
scapulars, anduttithda whita^lflmrfljfl'qpairiDedtiwbb 
infinite number of transverse waving lines, or points, 
as if done with a pencil y whole lower part of the 
breast, also the bellyi^^1ie,'^r^tly pencilled in the 
same manner; scarcely perceptible on the breast, pretty 
thick towards <he*yei>t: wingmoverts grey, with nu- 
merous specks of blackish : primaries and secondaries 
pale slate, two or three of the latter of which nearest 
the body arc finely edged with deep velvety black; the 
former dusky at their tips : tail very short, point^, 
consisting of fourteen feathers of a hoary brown ; vent 
and tail-coverts black: lining of the wing white: legs 
and feet very pale ash, the latter three inches in 
width.** The female, he adds, ** is somewhat 1|^$ 
thmi the male : the crown is blackish-brown : chi^s 
and t]ux)at of a pale drab : neck dull brown : breast, 
as &r as the black extends on the male, dull bireWn, 
skirted in places with pale drab : back dusky white, 
cross^ with fine waving lines : belly ofthe satne dull 
T^liOi peiicilled like the back: wings, feet,, and Jbieak 
aa,in, the m(de: tail-coverts dusky: vent wJtnt%.’»fpe4 
with btown. The windpipe of the male haaif^hirgei 
fiattishr eeneave labyrinth, the ri(%e ;pf lyh^ 79 'ico* 
vered jt<^hin transparent 
tf«a^a,j|ntjBrs this it is very narrowi hid: ^nudii^S^ 
ah9!Saiav4lat9‘4hree times; that diamcteTr"; 

• f i^espil^rds anivn the United States ironri th^ 

October, frequaiiting ^the; 
a pa^dcnlar kind of grassrhke pla”4 
is Ut plflWtyv uppfttha TOflts of i?fhich they, feed ; ppon 
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SCAUP POCHARD.-^ 


their first arrival they are ve^ leaifi} bRt -iBiey ^ 
recover, and bi^pine fat and in gpd^^ider : ^ 

fleah is-gi'ffsliy eatec^^d hy jtlit^'^Bi§fifcau3i|flwr^ 

they are extremely shy, a«d«wiMnfy)|i9 f^opeihed 
uhieM' by stratagenw' ^^^Whoii* viociikledv^anvtiur wing 
the^ dive lo such prodigious distances and with sudh 
rapidity, continuihg it to pprseVkifij^y with^ 

much cunuiug and vigour, b geivwa% to ^^^r 
pursuit hopeless. During the day they are^iaperaed 
about, but towards evening they (xdleet in large fioeks, 
and sometimes in such multitudes as to cover several 
acres of the rivers, and when they rise suddenly, pro- 
duce a nmse resembling thunder. Their nest; and 
eggs have not been discovered. 

.^cimens of these birds were obtained during the, 
unA>rtunate expedition of Captain Franklin towarda 
the northern Frozen Ocean. , 


SCAW POCHARD. 


. ' ‘ i : • (Fuligttla Masila.) 

Ft;. Hig;ra, humeris cinereo-undulatis, abdomine speculdaue atari 
a^is (iiias .) : vel jitsed^erruginea, speeulo; (ddrt^^mdSMiit" 
<iApHUqniaiinMh ttd rMHiatiH aUni {UmUili,y‘^ vo 
tiMc Pochard vith the ehoaldeis waved . wHh flilihudwW this 
iltbd(we^Q and spoculum of the white 
, IjiitpwO/ with the speculum of the wia^, the sibdonjra^ a^ a 
ring on the head at the base of the fccalc wliitc' 

Aha^ Marita. Linn. Syst. Nat, 1. 196. GtkcI. S^sl. Nai. V.‘ 
•509. £,tttk. >Ind. Oni. 2. 9b3, ‘ • 
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SCAUP POCHARD. 


m 


F|digMl»^i4Werju Syi»,.l42, il. ; , , t 

Gl^j^um Saturn., ^rm. 0^. 6. 4\6. . 

Anas fraenata. Mus, ii. fL 3d. finale. 

Lejiiilftttihaik:' Ofc '9. SfeV. 

Canard MHaaimn. pS^hiim, ' M. fibi 

8fi§*.-.v 

Scaufi Piu^. . Pmn. Bt^, ZooL 2. 2^5. KM. Penn, ^rct. 

Zoal. 2. 498; Laith, iSeh. Syn. 6. 500. Lath. 8yn. Sup^ U. 

351. Lath^ Linn. Tiiatt. It. 128. pi. 14,/'. 3, 4. (tradlMi)’ 

Wale.- Syn. I . pi, 60. Leu. Brit. Birds, 7. pt. 850. Ment. 

Om, Diet. 1. atui Sup'. Sm. Brit, Birds, 2. 380. WHs* 

A»er. Om . «. viii. p. 84. j^. Ixiz./! 3. 

White*iafled Dude. Soteerb. Brit. MisetU. 2, pi. 62. 

Above e^hteen inches in length : the beak is cleat 
blue ; but the nostrils are whitish, and the hook, as 
well as the edges of the mandibles, arc black: the 
irid^ are bright yellow: all the head and the up])er 
part of the neck black, glossed with greCn : the lower 
part of the neck, the breast, and rump, are deep 
black: the top of the back and the scapulars are 
whitish, rayed with distant and fine zigzag black 
lines : the wing-coverts are marbled with black and 
white : on the wing is a white band : the belly and 
sides are pure white : the vent is rayed with brown 
z^ags : the'tarsi and toes are ash ; the membranes 
blackish. The female is smaller, and has a large 
winto band surrounding the base of the beak: the 
rest of the head and the neck are blackish-brown : 
the lower part of the neck, the breast, and the rump 
ard deep brown : the back and scapulars are striped 
with zigzags of black and white : the sides are spotted 
with brown, and rayed with zigzags of the same 
colour : the irides arc dull yellow. The young males 



5CAI7ff >BOCHAar.n^ 




jQS9«lAie,«ld ’^^ tbe baiei'of 

16 ‘the' 

Iimifrliii9<b]#dk,uwitii04t5t^ gpioeiiish 
r0%i)|ioj99y ace’ yMkd> l^.£eyiraliUaicki8hi> 



brown spots, and the zigzag KbbtiiaKe oldser tban in 
the old bird : the belly is dirty white, spotted with 
grey : the sides have a blackish-brown spot thereon. 
In the young females the" zl^#^ lines on the back 
arc indistinct, and are placed on a brown ground. 

** The trachea of the male of this species (Latham 
says) is rounded on one side, and flat on the other : 
in shape irregular : t|)e flat surface is for the most 
part open, except round the rim, and an irregular 
bony arch crossing it from side to side : independent 
of idiis, the surface is covered with a delicate, fine, 
elastic membrane stretched over it, giving it the ap> 
peariHice of the head of a drum.** 

The Scaup is well known in England, .{t ihr 
habits' Iceland, and the more northern pa^s of the 
continents of Europe and America : it is also comniaik 
mu the northern shores of Siberia. It b never taken 
in a decoy, and rarely observed upon fresh walier, 
except hear the mouths of large rivers, or in lakes 
close to the sea. It breeds in the polar i^iopSi <^4 
feeds upon small Ashes, shell.’fish, insects^ andi marine 
plants. ' . 

It is easily tamed, and in the course of :a fe)^ days 
will become quite familiar, take bread ppt of, tltei 
person’s hand offering it, and will eat barley freely, 
hfontagu relates a singular physiological fact that 
pbs^ed in a specimen of this bird, which he 
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NYilOGA POCHARD. 


m 


received in« a' ndci^^lstMe, oRd i^ortly after> died : 

cauSB iif '* appeared to' 

bo in the lungs^iand dn the menibrane that Berates 
them fiom thej otheri vncera f thii^ last wiB' lniiOh 
thiclKned, and aii'theiMMrity withm^wtus eoveied vtith ' 
n^ucor^ or blue mouldi*’^ ^ ^ ^ J 


NYROCA pochard; 

(Fuligula Nyroja.), ■ ’ ' I 

Fu. alro-divacea, capite coUo *fPpyg*o mgn, 

aMomine crisso ' 

Dark'oliraoeons Podtird wiUt &<»)» Itarcaat chea> 

nut, the ruq^ttpBk,;;the ab09a*Di yeat^ J^t on the wing 
M'bite. ■ _ ; 

Anas Nyrocfii, Sjjii. Nat. 1. 542. Ltfth. Ind. Orn, 2i 869. 

Anas Africana.. Ori^. Sytt. Nat. 1.522. LatA. Ind. Om. 2. 
'iikd^'TraHt. xi. 178. 

AMs'lMcophibalttas. Tenim.l.e. 

£hiw:dle d’Egypte. Btff. Hitt. Nat. QU. 9. 273. Duf. H. 

Enl. lOPO. • 

Canard i iris blanc, on Kyroca. TinniwiiB>»,,d'Orn, 571* Id. 
2Edit.n.8T6. . 

liS petit IMUhaiin. Ck«. Abifei. 1. 535. , 

Tufted^Dhlb> fiUv- AoMi-Geai’ifijyn. 6.' 

African Teal. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 555. Mont. Orn. Diet. Blip, 
Ferruginous Duck. Mont. Om. Diet. Sup. 

Oiire-tufted Dock. Soto. Brit. Mite. 1. pi. 21. 

Castan^us Duck. Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup, App. 

Sixteen inchea m length: the beak is blackish- 
blue, with its hook black : irides white : the head, 



MJtJLOCAi PQCHARDb 


20».: 

bright btowiurii*redfl‘ 
rcwni the i9ts^Hn«il«(^hur>Dfrieepiibroina't ber; 
tteiiikb>-tb«) imdor iBttBdihle) ipot* of< 

bhutkitbobeomitk/ 

glossed iriril;P«>^»^thfi«A/p8it0tararepriiUed m 
small red dots : the speculum on the wing is white, 
tipped with black : the belly and under tail-coverts 
are pure white : the t^^Tm^l^es are bluish-ash; the 
membranes black. The female is less : the top of the 
head, the neck, the breast, and the sides are brown, 
but all the Feathers are tipped with bright reddish : 
the feathers on the upper parts of the plumage arc 
blackish, tipped with clear brown : there is not any 
colliff round the neck : the rest of the plumage re- 
sembles that of the male. The young of the year 
have the top of the head of a blackish-brown : all the 
feathers on the upper parts of the plumage are bor- 
dered and tipped with reddish-brown : the white on 
the belly is shaded with clear brown. 

The trachea of the male of this species is et;tr^<riy 
narrow in its diameter, especially immediately be- 
neath the glottis and toward the lower larynx ; hr 
the middle *it is as large again : the lower larynx 
forms on the right side a bony protuberance^ wd on 
the left a tumid labyrinth composed of bony rami- 
fications, which are covered with a membrane «n the 
outside, but the part attached to the tube nr enthrdy 
bony. 

Inhabits the large lakes and rivers of the eastern 
parts of Europe, migrating regularly into Germany, 
and ooeasionaiiy into Holland, France, and Inland ; 
but in the latter country very rarely, and only during 



ST. OOMtKdO POCHAto. 


SOS 


< 'Ic btttldi Iti thb* inaMhW'iiMA 
and-rualMS^ Ih^&male'itffing’TikBe w 
wfaitdVQilour, 4ligMy 1»ng^’ with-gveeitt > ’ It i»«ud4i&> 
feo^'4i^fl)r upon 'muM ftopi 
auiitli^wtds', and'btlti'ifu^teik Muili^fislitK r.>>h 


ST. DOMINGO POCHARD. 

(Fuligula Dominica.) 

Fo. rtt/i, capite antcriore Juliginoso, specula alarum candiflo. 

Red Pochard with the anterior portion of the head sooty-colourcd, 
the eiwculum of the wing snowy. 

Anas Dominica. Linn> Syst. Nat. 1. 201. Gmel. Sytt. Nkiti l.^ 
021> Lath, Ind. Om, 2. 874, 

Anu spinosa. Gtnel, Syst, Nat, I. 522. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

8U. 

Qucrquedula Dominicensis. Briss. Orn. 6. 472. pi. 4l.y. 2. 
StiiMlIK' range a longue queue dc la Guadeloupe. Buff. Hist. 

Nat, 0 * 4 . 9 . 283 . Bttf. PI, Enl. 968 . 

StfCclle A queue Apincusc. Buff. Hut. N<U. Ois. 9. 282. Buff, 

'p^l.Efd.M7. 

Spinous-tailed Teal. Lath, Gen, Syn. 6. 555. 

Si‘. Domingo Teal. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 554. 

, A VEEic small species, scarcely measuring a foot in 
j. Jtsi beak is black : the fore part of the head 
and the throat are soot-coloured: the hind part of 
thoujaidk ieddish: the back, seapulars, upper tail- 
CQveBtsli sides, and rump, are rufous, with the nnddle 
of I4« feathers blackish : the wing-coverts are grey- 
brown mixed with white ; but some of them are 







vUlijo'i4i» qdifij breiifa frFtHeo4ixHffii^le 
wiMiwIile jiHayivtiRifipinBd^ fiom tJL» bise 

liiBi9tJwd>iHd2jfvg|«9Afpwn,^ 
kkhnp fadtypAi^iii^ aadvind intailic^twrtviNdet^^ 

r-' * . *a1 ' a « fl a V ^ « 


tlid fcadbeM poniteditthd elids $ llte shbftf blaifk i the 
legs brown. The other sest hto the'bOflk'blheV^ 
top of the head black; with a streak of the same 
colour passing through the eye, and another beneath: 
between these whittff'pte'fr^fliilg colour of the plu- 
mage dusky brown, varied with darker ; the under 
parts being palest, especially the chin : wings with a 
few white markings on their outer coverts : tail co- 
loured as the rest of the body; short ; and the tips of 
the feathers unwebbed, and prolonged into a shaip 
point 'i legs dirty flesh-colour. 

Inhabits St. Domingo, and other West India ialand& 


MEXICAN POCHARD. 


. - jvf» 


Fit; 


(Fuligula fiilva.) 

iii jilvitf torpore s^^6t& alUque fulvoJiUdbqtii )itH^is,"tliiLdS 
.tUMwg^ik vkm. / :,fi anvU i>m; 

lialira^B 'HoidhaMiinth tshe wy^iot plut)fiF tliciilc09lai|d‘atMpn 
(^pc^, fulypws sd 4 brown, ^ 


AnasfiU'^' l.‘S 3 hr ' 

P^o^!|ttidcaAa. 

Hkm»aJ?ocbSrdi'..Xa<k m boili/. 



PGKBlMnWDUS:; POOHHtlD. 


m 

)lf AiSHifbeaHnq; thmid disky flaiMsokkn^v tkbujvs 
btock uttSs, .UraMt(;ibeUy,ytlR^bp aiivQBdiv 

t«U>CQ9mt»fiAfQuk&bMk,4eBp«Sa^;;i^^ 

ruiityrtriaapreiwly)^^ p^tttfQidbi qnttii 

iloitiiitt<dr;!Hiiiki&{dib iIalt»i(€ScNfWfOstf'|?l(X?W 
black ^>lh9'|]Gakf:'«hraii^ biadbva lih 

wiijo oilT -tr,70-T*! k’>>I 


■ FKRliUGlNOt;^ POCHARD. 

■ ^ : ‘ '■ ■■■■ ^ 

(Fuligula femiginea.) J 

i >{. -:'■.■•■ ‘ ■■ . •' 

Tv .Jusco^ruJhf ahdomine albo, rostro dilatato pedibusque paUidc 
C(jmdeis> 

BiWn-^ineid Pdchard tfith the abdomen white, the beak diliicd, 
and, with the legs, pale blue. 

Anas rufa. Linn. Faun. Suec. No. 134 ? 

Anas ferrugiuea. Gmel, Sj/st. Nat. 1. 528. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

866 . 

Red Duck. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 576. 

Ferruginous Duck. Penn. Brit. Zool. 228. 5. pi. 99. Lath, 
Gen. Syn. 6. 526 Mgnt* ^Qrn. Diet: t. Bcx^s. Brit. Birds^ 
ii. 359. 

Red-breasted Duck. Letv. Brit, Bird^ l^pl^ 224. 

An 9bS9U)^je; species : thus described : ** The beak 
is long and flattened, a little rounded at the bue i 
ooknirf^e>blus-t hebd, necl^ and whole a^r f>aMs> 
cfl'’flteH6bfly''VfedaSsh-brdwrt : throit, brekst, i(infl"b^|ly 
th^|a]|ne,j^u|; paj^r^ legs pale blue^ w^b^ blac^.'^* . 

Pennant informs us that one of this species waa 
killed in Lincolnshiref’imd that lie had also received 








WEatERM.: FOCHARD/ ■ •' ' ' *' ' 

(Fuligula dispar.) 

Fv* otta suhlut ferruginea, ocdpilis mactM Jironteque vireA^- 
iibug, orbitisjugulo coUari dorsoque nigris. . : 

White Pochard beneath rust-coloured, with a grccnisli spot on 
the oceiput and forehead, the orbits, juguluin, collar, and back 
black. 

,Aiu» dispar. Gmel. S^a. Nat. 1. 535. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 866. 
Anas stelleri. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1. 5\S. 

Western Duck. Penn, /tret. Zool. 2. 497. pi. 23. Lath. :Gen. 
SifA. 6. 532. Lath, Syn. Sup. 275. 

T|IE sexes of this elegant species differ mRtienilily 
from each other: it is about seventeen inches in 
length, and the male has a black beak: the irides 
grey-brown : the top and sides of the head and neck, 
and hind part of the last, for half its length, white : 
on the forehead is a delicate pea-green band ; and on 
the nape is a transverse one of the same colour, but 
darker } on tliQ lower angle of which, on each side, 
is a round bladk spot, and an irr^ular shaped one at 
the hind comer of the eye : ^ 
fore part of the neck black, communimth^ ^wikh a 
6ollkk: pfthe which sumounds the nock. 
the middle; from the hinder part of the hJaek 
passes dovrn over the bank quite to the tailt'othe 
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biofvi apif^desore pale iiiBt>(»louj^uiieepi^iui^^iiito 
chesnut ia the middlei|;rowing still darker«8iit^ passes 
on towards the vent* which is black : the wing>coverts 
are white : the prime quills dusky black ; the seconda- 
ries are partly whiter partly black, the colours being 
divided obliquely on each feathm* : the scapulars are 
long, and curve pvev the greater coverts ; the inner 
web being very narrow, and, with the shaft, white ; 
the outer web very broad, and black: the tail is 
pointed, and brown : the legs black. The female has 
all the plumage varied with brown and rust-colour: 
the quills are straight and dusky : some of the se- 
condaries are tipped with white, which form a white 
speculum : and some of the coverts are also tipped 
with white, forming a laige spot of that colour ori Hie 
anterior part of the wing. 

Found about the coasts of Kamtschatka and the 
north-western coasts of America; breeding among 
the most inaccessible rocks : they fly in docks. 


riNK-HEADED POCHARD. 

(Fuligula caryophyllacea.) 

«*<#»« coOogtie tuprmw eor3fai^fUac$k, 

ChocdlaW-lirown Pochard with the beak, head, and upper part of 
’ ' n^'pink, the speculum rust-coloured, the legs blue. 

AsiS esryophyHacea. Lath. Jnd, Orn. 2. 886. ' 
PinkrIaadediDuok. Lath. Sj^. Sup, i. 27S-. pi. eUai ’ 
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BLACK AHU WHItfi ‘ITOCMARD. 


the first Suj^lement te his SyiK^psis, and is Hfiis de- 



nip^^a hnie ^nk ^ as fu 'as/i^at 
the fearers are' sHbrt ah^ dowh]^: i^ea , i^ : tke 
Ipwer part .oif the neck and tKe rest of ^the' pliim'^ 
a jfiusky deep chocolatb^hrown, except a kind bf 
culum, formed of three or four Of the qui£ls> which 
are a pale red, or rust-colour: some of the lowei^ 
wing-coverts are curved downwards at the ends, as 
in the male Western Duck : the tail is two inches in 
length, and the wings reach near one-third thereon : 
the Icjgs are blue-grey, and rather long. The female 
scarce differs from the male.** 

Inhabits various parts of India : is seldom scCn in 
fiocks, for the most part only two being found to- 
gether : it is often kept tame. 


BLACK AND WHITE POCHARD. 

(Fnliguls bicdnr.) 

Fo. vertice r^fo, nigm fasdato, 
rufo, humeris tcaptiarHutyue n^icantHm 
' tmig^ut, rectricibusgue nigris. 

Pochard with the crown red, banded with Unck, the cdh>r whitish, 
the inwast and’belly red, the shoulders and scapulan dutiry, 
striped with rufous, the back, qnills, and tail-feathers black.. 



omblim's pochard. ' ?09 

AnwiM^tfeii. >2 EM. dk Now. 'Diet. tf'lfAc. Nkt.' t. 5. 

■. '■•r.' - ='/!' ■ ■•,■• ..i: :*.? j .- .iU'.H' 

Bbab^ BIuisIi ; "i^per otiiie hef^ rufous^ wtli 
a broji^ blwk ^bicK to tbo mi of 

tbo neck^ wKere ta bounded by a white collar, 
which enHrely surrounds the heck, ahd is broadest 
bn the fore part ; the rest of the neck is reddisb- 
yellow : the feathers of the shoulders and scapulars 
arc nearly black, finely striped with red: the tail- 
coverts are white, tinged with a straw-coloiir : the 
b^k} quills, and tail-fcathcrs arc black : the upper 
lesser wing-coveits slightly edged with dull red : the 
breast and the belly arc red: the legs arc lead- 
coloured. 

Found in South America, towards the 26th decree 
of south latitude, in Pari^uay, and about Buenos 
Ayres: it has a hoarse cry, resembling the syllables 
hUi-bi. 


G.M£LIN'S POCHARD. 


(Fuligu).*i Gmclini.) 

Fu. nigra capite spadiceo, pectore lineh rubris Irantverm. 

Black Pddiard with the head chesnut, the breast with red tranf- 
versc lines. 

Atlas Gmelini. Gntef. Sy$t. Nat. I. 531. Lath, Ind. Om. 2. 
876. 

Gmelin's Dock, ' Lath. Si/n. St/pi ii. 356. 

V. XII. P. II. 1 i 



SIO KEALAKD ^OdfitAldV . 

'^fcArt&Ett^han'fi Teal : at cdt^ oflfhe g^'il 
nHiite spot : the prevailing cdloiir the ’plunli^' 'ui 
black: the head chesnut: the breast creased inth 
reddish Jinea: the four first euter quilla are bladC) 
within i^h^Iebr'^ froin the te the tenth en- 
tirely cinereous; eleventh to nineteenth white; the 
twentieth, on the fore part half white, half dusky ; at 
fhe hinder part ash-coloured ; all of them tipped with 
black ; from the twenty-first to the twenty-fifth, and 
also the wing-coverts, wholly black : the belly whitish, 
with dusky spots : the sides anff vent snow-white : 
the tail black. Inhabits the Caspian Sea and the 
vicinity. 


NEW ZEALAND POCHARD. 


(Fuligula Novo; Zealandiae.) 

Fu. nigra viridi nitens subtus cinerascens, capite coUoqtie postice 
CiBruleo purpureoque nitente,Jascid alarum albd. 

Black Pochard glossed with green, beneath ash-coloured, with the 
head and neck behind shining with blue and purple, a white 
fascia on the wing. 

Anas Novas Zealandiae. Gmd> Syst. Nat. 1. 541. Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 870. 

New Zealand Duck, Lath. Gen, Syn. 6. 543. 

“ Length fifteen inches : beak two inches long, 
and somewhat stout ; colour of a pale bluish-white ; 
the nail at the tip black : irides the colour of gold : 
the head and neck are black ; the hind head glossed 
with purple, changing in some lights to blue : upper 
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paits .^of. U^ bo4y and win^ black) gloswd with 
green : under parts of the body pab ash^colour : the 
^Us are deep aeh^dbur $ on die secondaries a bar 
of white : tail short) of a dirty green- : legs pale ash- 
colour. Inhalnts Dusky Bay) in New ZeaUnd.**'^ 
Latham. 



OIDEMIA. SCOTER. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum basi tumidum, mag- 
num, validum, subcylin- 
dricum, elcvatum, versus 
apicem depressum, obtu- 
sum; lateribus laminatis 
crassis instryctis. 

Nares ovales, elevatse, feri^ 
in medio rostri positse. 


Beak swollen at its base, 
large, strong, subcylindric, 
elevated, towards the tip 
depressed, obtuse ; the 
edges furnished with coarse 
lamellae. 

Nostrils oval, elevated, placed 
nearly in the middle of the 
beak. 


OIDEMIA. Fleming. 

ANIA. Lcacli in Brit. Mus. Coll. 


Scoters have a large, strong, and elevated beak, 
which is more or less swollen at its base ; it is some- 
vhet cylindric in form, with the part towards the tip 
depressed, the tip itself very obtuse, and furnished 
with a very small nail i its edges are broad and flat, 
and very coarsely pectinated : the nostrils are oval 
and projecting ; they are situated towards the middle 
of the beak. All the known species are distinguished 
by a dull and fuliginous garb and inelegant foiin. 
They usually reside near the sea-coasts in preference 
to fresh waters. 






<213 


BLACK SCOTER. 

(Oidemia nigra.) 

Ot. carport tcto nigra (mas.) : vel fusco (femiua.) 

Scoter vith the body entirely black {male ) ; or brown {female.) 
Anas nigra. Linn. Sytt. Nat. 1. 196. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1.508. 
Brits. Om. 6. 420. jd 2. 38. y*. 2. male. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
848. 

Anas nigra minor. Raii, Syn. 141. i4. 

La Macreusc. Bteff, Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 23-1. jd. 16. Biijf. PL 
Enl. 978. Cttv. Reg. Anim, 1 . 532. 

Canard Macrcuse. Temtn. man. d'Orn. 554. Id, 2 Edit. ii. 
856. 

Scoter, or Black Direr. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 273. Penn. Arct. 
Zod. 2. 484. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 480. fFlale. Syn. 1. pi. 59. 
Lew. Brit. Birds, J. fd. 249. Mont, Om. Diet. 2. <fnd Snp. 
Betv. Brit. Birds, 2.325. WUs. Amer. Orn. w. viii. p. 135. 
jd. xcii./. 2. 

Youno. — Anas cinerascens. Beekstein. Temm. man. d' Om* 556. 

Length eighteen inches : on the base of the beak 
is a spherical protuberance : the beak is black, with 
the exception of the nostrils, which are orange, and a 
yellow longitudinal band on the globe of the beak : 
the irides are brown : the naked circle of the eyes 
is yellow ; the entire plumage is of a deep velvety 
black: the tarsi and toes are ashy-brown ; the mem- 
branes black. The female is less, and has the top 
of the head, the occiput, and the nape deep brown, 
nearly black : the cheeks and throat are bright a.sh 
spotted with brown : the back, wings, and belly arc 



BLACK SCOTER. 


de^ brown j all the feathers tipp^ with Tirhitisfa* 
borown : the feathers of the breast are ashy-brown, all 
tipped with whitish-brown : the base of the beak is 
olevated^ ’but is destitute of the globular protuberance 
bjP’'the ih'ale : the nostrils, and a' spot towards the 

W tbe beak, are yellowish ; the rest of the beak 
l^tflfish : the naked circle of the eye is brown. The 
^ing inales do not differ materially in plumage from 
the females : they have the beak black, except the 
nostrils and the under mandible, which are flesh- 
colour: the irides are ashy-brown : the space between 
the beak and the .eye, the top of the head, the occi- 
put, the nape, and the breast are deep brown : a 
space beneath the eyes, the sides, and fore part of 
the neck are pure white : all the rest of the plumage 
is dusky brown, or soot-colour : the tarsi and toes 
are yellow-ochre, tinged with greenish ; the m^- 
branes are black. The young female has the bfoWn 
on her plumage more ashy, and all the feathers have 
their Odges palest : the white on the neck is ringed 
with greyish ; and the breast and belly are rayed ^th 
greyish and brown. 

Tlie trachea of this species is gradually dilated to 
the middle of its length, where it is as big agun as 
at its origin ; it then becomes gradually narrower to 
the lower larynx, which is dilated into two gristly 
sacs, which are united in the middle by a transpa- 
rent membrane : the branchiae' are'dilated and much 
swollen ; a character which also belongs to the female. 

Native of the arctic regions, visiting the coasts of 
England, Holland, and France in plenty during the 



BLACK SCOTKB. 


215 


ajiltjBPiiB} and roQiaming till the spring, ,wlien they 
retire northward to fulfil the dictates of nature. 
They also occur in America, and are said to : breed 
at Hudson's Bay,, the female laying from sis to ten 
white ^gs, in a nest. ^H'med of. grass and lined wkb 
down. Their food is shell-fish, in search of which 
they are perpetuidly diving : they swim apparently 
at ease amidst the roughest surf, hut fly heavily along 
the surface, and to no great distance : on land they 
walk very awkwardly and erect. Their flesh is very 
indifferent, and its flavour partakes so much of fish, 
that it is allowed to be eaten in Roman Catholic 
countnes on fast>days} and in France immense quan* 
tities are taken to supply the demand. Nets are 
spread horizontally over the beds of the shelKfish 
npon which they feed, supported at the height of two 
Of three feet from the bottom : at the flowing of the 
tide the birds approach in great numbers, diving after 
their firvourite food, and soon get entangled in the 
Miets * twenty or thirty dozen have sometimes been 
in a. angle tide by this contrivance. 



>y^£lSV£T><i9C0TBIli) : 


„ . . ."' I' stti i‘ '{‘ttd// ■III-' ‘uy‘ •'■ 

Ui. m^tfans, pafpeord timrifire sneculoqw alarum albts. 

tWikylSiiotef wHH'the 

Anaekfuaca.: .Zimi: Si/gt. Nat. 1. )96. 

Lath, Jnd, Orn. 2. 8i8. 

Auas nigra major. Briss. Orn. 6. 423. Baii, Sj/n. li\. A. 
Grande, ou Double Macreuse. Buff, Hist. Nni. Ols. 9. 242 i 
Buff, PI, Enl, 9h6. Cuv. Reg,' Anim. \ . R33. 

Canard Double Macreuse. Tentm. man, il' Orn. 5 52. Id. 2 Ed. 
ii.854. 

Great Black Duck. WiUough. 30*3. jd. 70. 

Velvet Duck. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 272. pi, 1 06. Pen/t, Arct. 
Zoot. 2. 482. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 482. Lath. Sipi. Sap: ^4. 
'Lath. SifH. Sup. ii. 350. Lath. iLnn. Trans, ir. 1 1’9. lAi 
fi 3-r7* (trachea.) Wak. Syn. \.pl, 58. Lem. Brit.. Bir4^ : 
7.p(i 247. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. and Sup. Bew. J^rd^'Bhjds^. 
2. 322. Wits. Amer. Orn. v. viil. p. 137. pi. xcii.jl 3. m^e. 

tJp'WAHDS of twenty-otie inches in length i the' ' 
of the beak, which is slightly elevated, the noetrilsr 
and the outer margin of the mandibles are blaek^; thO' 
hook’ at its tip is yellowish-red ; the rest of thti beik 
yeIIow>orahge : the irides are red: the ' entire pltt'J- 
mf^e is velvety black, with a white hmule betiOMh* 
the eye^ and a small white speculum Oft thet u^ngart * 
the tarsi and toes are red ; the membiuiMi %Itrck[' 
The female has all the plumage of the Upper* parte 
a dusky-brown, or soot^olour: the utider ’iiarts me ■ 
whitish^rey, rayed and spotted with blackish-brown : 
between the eyes and the beak, and also upon the 
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ears, is a white spot : the beak is blackish-ash : the 
irides are brown : the tarsi and toes are dull red. 
The young males durng- idie first » year resemble the 
old females, but are distinguished by the brighter red 
of the tarsi and toes, taii>d'4)y'<thic^ 'White spots before 
and behind the eyes,^hich are mucl^ smaller. ^ 

pf Wrd'.has 

bony swelling, fiat on one side, the size of a small 
widnut, situated about CWo-thirds of the length' froni 
the larynx : immediately under the larynx is another 
oblong bony cavity of nearly an inch in length ; 
at the divarication the parts become bony, but not 
greatly enlarged. 

Inhabit the arctic seas, where they rear their young, 
and continue during the summer months, but retire 
southward in winter, at which season they occur in 
greater or less profusion, according to the severity of 
the weather, on the more temperate coasts and seas 
of England, France, Holland, and America. They 
are also found at Kamtschatksi, where they are said 
tp4)nepd| gping far . inland to lay : the eggs arc cigiit 


or |lien,..and< white : the males arc said to depart and 
leave tkp ^males to remain with the young until tlwy. 
aiie able to ily.. In the river Ochotska, they are ,8P; 
nun^FQUS that'.a party of natives, consisting of iiiiy 
otfanprej goiofir in boats and diive the bwds up the 
rineitihefi^ them ; and when tho tide ebbs,, fall op . 
thtiiniilt onfce^and knock them on the head with clubs, : 
kilj iff g- y iifthi ■ piimhers, that each man has twenty. pn 
thirty for his ishare. These birds feed almost exclu- 
sively upon > bivalve mollusca, in search of whiclrtbcy . 
are perpetually diving 
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V«kti^»c04mi' 


{Ubt^ maettli^vert^ coUa nigrU. 

§col^ with the head and ne^ white, with a spot on the crown 
* and collar on the tteck black. 

Alias leutiooephola. Syst. Nat. 1 . 516. La^. Ind. Om. 

2 . 868 . 

Anas mersa. Gmd, Sytt. Nat. 1. 520. 

White-headed Duck. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 478. 

Ural Duck. Lath. Gen. St/n. 6. 514. 

Canard couronn5. Temtn. man, dOm. 556. Id. 2 Ed. ii. 859. 

Seventeen inches in length : the base of the beak 
is much elevated and channelled in the middle ; the 
beak itself is entirely blue : the irides are yellow : the 
top of the head is deep black : the cheeks, throat, and 
occiput are pure white : the under part of the neck 
mid the nape are black: the breast, upper pai^ of 
the body, and the sides are beautiful deep red, varied 
with fine zigzag bladush-brown lines ; the rump is 
purple-red : the tail is black : the under parts of the 
bpdy arc reddish-whitp : the legs are hluish-brotm. 
The female has all the red parts shaded with aehy- 
brown : the zigzag lines me less distinct^ the top of 
theJieach the occiput, mid the nape are deepbeoiMm; 
a band of which colour reaches from I^WD^te ofthe 
beak to the orifices of the ems : the throat, chi^hs, 
and fore part of the neck are yellowish-white: the 
rump is of a red-brown, striped with brown zigzag 
liqes: the tail is shorter than in; the i male i tho beak 
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and legs are reddish : the irides bright yellow : length 
rather less than that of the male. The young males 
resemble the females, but the colours on the head are 
more distinct. 

This species ioholiiitR tbo easlein countries of Eu- 
rope : it is particularly abundant in Russia, Livonia, 
and Fioniay and is fbund during its mi^atioiis in 
Austria and Hungary. It is said to construct its 
nest, on the seas and lakes of Russia, of rushes, and 
in such a manner as to enable it to float on the water. 
It feeds on aquatic mollusca and small fishes. 


GREAT-BEAKED SCOTER. 

' (Oulemia pcrspicillata.) 

.ir 

\ Ou nigra, vertice nuchdque albis, rnaculA nigra rostri pone tiarcs. 

itl^k Scoter with the crown and nape wliitc^ and a black 8{)ot on 
" the behind ffce nostrils. 

Aiiaej^rq^lata. Linn. NtU. 1. 201* Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
. L 624^ • Orn. 2. M7. 

nigra iQsgor freti Hudsonis. Briss. Orn. 6. 425. 

Macreuse a ku'ge bec^ Marchaud. Duff, Hist, Nat. Ois, 9. 244. 

' Bu^ 

Cabnird'hfarchand. Tenm. man. d*Orn, 2 Edit. ii. 853. 

^ Bittck<fipek Edui, Glean.pl, 155. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 483. 
,ii > Lfith^Qm* 6- 479. 

or Surf Duck. fFils. Amcr, Orn. viii. 49. pU Ixvii. 
f. i. male. 

Length twenty-one inches : beak, with its elevated 
kiiob^ yellbwislu and on. each side of it a black spot; 
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the rest of the beak orange; its hook red, with its 
edges black: on the forehead is a patch of white, and 
on the back of the neck another: the rest of the 
plumage is of a dull sooty black : the legs are red ; 
the membranes diu^yo r .'l^e Iw two dull 

white spots on the cheeks, with the rest of her plu- 
mage of a dull sooty black : she is rather less than 
the male. 

Native of North America, where it appears to be 
in plenty : it breeds on the shores of Hudson’s Bay, 
making its nest with grass, and lining it with fea- 
thers : the female lays from four to six white eggs, 
which arc hatched at the end of July : they arc shy 
birds,, and delight in diving about amongst the most 
impetuous surf. Wilson says that they are peculiar 
to America ; but recent voyagers have noticed them 
among the Orcades and other high European lati^ 
tudes. 

** On dissection there appears a singular hard ‘eK- 
pansion at the commencement of the windpipex and 
another much larger about three-quarters of an ihw 
above where it separates into the two lobes of 
lungs : this last is larger than a Spanish haaeintdijflal 
on one side and convex on the other.”— 
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' BIZlWRit. ' iOBEbcrCK: ‘ 


Generic Character. 


Kostnm basi tumidum, va.- 
lidum, latum, apicc in- 
curvo; mandibula infcriore 
pole^ scu membran^ de- 
pend^te instructl. 

Narw QvaWe, sub-baaales. 

Cauda rotundata, rcctricibus 
aqutis.; 


Beak tumid at the Iniso, 
strong, broad, its tip in- 
curved; the lower man- 
dible furnished with a 
wattle or dependent liietti' 
brane; 

NostrUs oval, sub-basal. ^ ^ > 
Tail rounded, its feathers 
acute. 


nPmS sinjg^lar genus of Ducks is characterized by 
having' a-4arge excrescence or membranous wattle 
hanging downwards from the lower maiulible of its 
beaik, and by having the beak itself of a robust form 
and very broad. It is much allied to the Scoters, and 
also to the Eiders, but will not agree with either. 
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NEW HOLLAND LOBEDUCK. 

(Bisittn Not* HoUandite.) 

Bi. eorpore supri nigro, longiditmaliter transvarsitHque aHido 
lineato, stilus pedibus jium- 

bm> 

Lobeduck with the body above black, longitudinally and trans- 
versely striped with black and wlnte, beneath white with Uack 
spots, the beak black, the legs lead-coloured. 

Anaslobata. Shaw, Nat. Mise. viii. j?/. 25d. 

Lobated Duck. Lath. Gen. St/n. Sup. ii.p. 349. 

Inhabits New Holland : size of the Wild Duck : 
beak dusky black, its wattle of a very dark colour : 
the prevailing colour of the plumage dusky black, 
crossed with numerous transverse pale or whiti^ lines, 
intermixed with irregular markings and spots of the 
same : the chin, fore part of the neck, and b^lljr. 
white, irregularly marked and spotted with dusky 
black : the quills and tail of the last colour, and 
ti#<|Mtlmn somewhat pmnted : leeidimddiM i 
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Generic Character, 


Rostrum ban tumidum, ele- 
vatum, in frontc recur- 
rente) et pennarum pro* 
tninenti^ triquetrft diviso; 
ad ^iceni angustum, ob- 
tusum. 

Narea parvse in medio rostri 
po«ue» 


swollen at its base, clc- 
. rated) extending up the 
forehead, and divided by 
a triangular projection of 
feathers; towards the tip 
narrow and blunt. 

Nostrils small, placed in the 
middle of the beak. 


SOMATERIA. Leach, Fleming. 

ANSER. Brisson. 

The jxHittniction of the beak of this genus is some- 
what singular : this part is rather large in proportion, 
with its base much elevated and thrown backwards 
on the forehead, where it is divided by a lon^tudinal 
and triangular projection of feathers : its sides are also 
each furnished with a similar projection, which reaches 
as far as the nostrils, which are small : the tip of the 
beak is straight, semicylindric, and obtuse; the nail 
at the extremity rather large. 





Gt/tkiiEklf ' 
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(Somatiris’ Bwniiirfina.jp 

So. rqttro bast lameUis duabm.j^om, pedibw vireseente’anereu- 
Eider vUh tvo flat lamelle at the base of the beak, legs greenisb- 
arfi colour. 

Anas mollissima. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 198. Ooirf. Sysl. Nat. 
1. 514. Lath. Ind, Om, 2. 845; St^naf'^iaiiip^t^ns. m. 
,554. . ■ - 

Anser lanogiuosus, BrUs. Om. 6. 294. pi, 29; 30. 

Anas St. Cutberti. Raii, Syn. 141, A, 

Oie i duret. Eider. Buff'. Hist. Nat. Ois, 9. 103. pi. 6. Bt^. 
. 209. male j 208. female. ' 

Canard Eider. Tmm, man. d’Om. 549^ Id. 2 Edit. ii. 848. 


feg. vfntm. 1. 534. 

,Groi^' B}^ and White Duck. Edw. Glean, pi. 98. 

'&der/or Cutljiiieei Duck. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 271. pi, 95. 
' ^^enn^.^f^^^i'S. 480. Lath, Gi^, Syn, 6. Alfti Lath. 

Wdik. Sykn. 

125. jd. sci. 2. inale,; 
ii^;?. 334. 

'^013 u^'ful biir^nveasures about two feet in ien^ : 
its beak is dull green : irides brown : on eacb sidkbnd 
abote: eyes is a very broad band of violet' litebk, 

having its extremities united on the forehead : tho 
cheeks^ a band on the top of the head, andthe occiput 
are greenish-white: the lower part of the nCfek^backv 
scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts are pure White : the 
breast is reddish- white, or flesh-colour r the bellyi vent, 
and rump arc deep black: the legs dull ashy-green. 
The old female is somewhat less than the male : she 
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has all the redduh, transversely rayed with 

black : the wing-coverts are Uack in the middle, and 
c^ed with deep ^;:,on generally two 

white bands: the bdly and vent are brown, or deep ash, 
with black bandsh r y9pi^i)^^ of the first year 
have the top of the head, the cheeks, and the upper 
jwrts of the' fiedt: idern^^^i^ very soft ahd' dih^y 
feathers,' of m ashy-brown hue, spotted vitH (Swp 
brown : at the root of the heak and above the eyes is 
a very broad whitish band, spotted with black: the 
lower part of the neck and the breast are transversely 
striped with black and white bands, and varied with 
ashy-red : the feathers on the upper parts are dusky, 
edged with brown : the under parts are ashy-brown, 
with all the feathers margined with whitish or clear 
brown: the tail is ashy-brown : the beak and legs are 
ashy-green, the latter sometimes reddish-brown: at 
tho age of two years all the colours are mpre perfect : 
the white spaces on the neck, breast, the top of the 
bade, and on the wings, are more distinct : the Mack 
beedmeaf stronger, and without spots, ’on the greater 
part of the bade : the lower parts are varied with 
and stripes of red, black, and white. The 
ftdlowing year the plumage is still more regularly 
ipodeed : the white becomes pure, and the bands w 
the sides of the. head are commenced: the chedes 
ai^ the occiput are tinged with green : the back and 
several of the scapulary feathers are black : and several 
brown wd striped feathers are mingled with the white 
ones of the neck. In the fourth year the plumage 
becomes perfect. 

V. XII. P. II. 
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‘<diTfa<^tnk:h^ cftlhe |nida :'iii’<of av^m^viffiamaliar 
ji^roujgliiHs ‘raUnlei^ ial coaipinediof ihmsfl, 

idbtira^ )Biidi oyl^d^ ^aib , &ndi hf a 

lucbitifaHts iQti«r> lai^x:& dilatiad «»» feonl^ aaul 

’ibm$»JDib!i^e: and^idigfatly 

<|d«Katedlboiiyipiiitu)i«vaiiod : ^iheibwer part of dbue 
^ltoti»iflii»pi»roioeiijit 0 uu^t^ support. 

‘ ‘')l!lits usefiti and Taluable speoies is a natire 
of the frozen regions of the north : it is extremtely 
abundant in Iceland* Lapland^ Greenland, and l^z< 
bergen, on the shores of Baffin’s and Hudson’s Bays, 
and, in fact, in all the frigid zone : it is also very 
outnerous in the Hebridal lalainds and the Orcades, 
bub beconoies rare as we advance to the south: in 
England it is very scarce, but few individuals having 
been killed therein; one, however, £} recorded by 
Montagu as havii^ been, shot in the winter of 1807, 
on the southern, coast: qf Devonshire; and 
wenriona that several were killed on the coast .^bf 
Kent, near Sandwich, by the late Mr., Boys ^ ib is 
.said to breed in the; Fern Islands on riie eoaritvof 
FEorthnuaberland, in the months of June andi’Jdy : 
the: female lays five or- six pale greeDish.QliTe 
i« a nest: composed of marineplants, and; eom&rtaUly 
lined wirii a beautiful downi of most ex^uiaitOiffiiie* 
whieh is. bi^y esteemed from ila mmiiriife 
Ijg^nesst elasticity, and; useful quehtiMii viTheinaft 
is-, usnally' formed on small islands^ not ifiie fimmrilie 
shoi^, and sometimes not. far distant'MfiHiMi-l^^ 
h^itatioiis. Oeeasionally two lemales^it iatt fi b we d, 
M(iU lay their eggs in the same :nest, 3 i 9 iuhiohreaiie 
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;«hi!jrri^i^Riffigne leoarkEbiy .>AR kng>Eg the 
ftiiiye ia>aitt4igy the imde ts>iitHiiies: «H^waille^(nAit 
the' drare ; but as soon as the young are^hatchedjifae 
leaver them ; the jodotheryhoirever^ irentainansth them 
t" eonsiderable time aftehmrds, and. is taid to^ assiit 
them out of . tfae nest^ abnost as soon as theyjcniep 
from the eggs, and |Hroeeeding to thet shores t they 
orafivl after her ^ and when she arrives to the wafer's 
edge she takes them on her bach, and swims a few 
yards with them; wheU she dives, and the young are 
left floating on the surfade, and are obliged to take 
care of themselves. 

As before noticed, the down with which these 
birds line their nests is greatly prized, and various 
modes are adopted to secure the treasure : this sub^ 
stance (called Eider or Edder domt) they pluck from 
their breasts in the breeding season. M^en the cbl* 
iectors come to the nest, they carefully remove the 
female, and take away the superfluous down and 
< eggs, and after this they replace her. She then begins 
<to Jay afresh, and covers her eggs with new down^ in 
i^ch sfae is assisted by the male, in the event of her 
own stock being exhausted, which is not unfretiuently 
the case; and even this is frequently taken awiy, 
whem the bfrds proceed to fumish a fresh supply^ both 
inT^iq^'and down; but if the cruel robbery be re- 
'pOfeted’''aguBQ*lih 0 y immediately abandon the plocb. 
’SPberrhdsti^dowfi and most iggs are obtained' during 
itheithrae iflrst weeks of their laying; afid it has 
geuNtidly been cAwerted/ that the bi^s lay the greatest 
6^ hr raiiiy weather. One frm'ale, duTiiig 
the time of laying, generally yields half a pound of 
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down, which is reduced one>half after it is cleaned. 
This down is of such iralue, when in its purity, that 
it is sold in Lapland for two rixdollars a pound : it 
is extremely soft an^ ' Wanh^ land so light and ex- 
pansive, that a couple of handful squeezed together 
are sufficient to' fill a quut five feet square. Pennant 
observes, that ai quantityvftttmd in. one' ne^ moro than 
filled -tl^ eroiti^’ of i hati yet weighed no more thaai 
th;%e quarters of an ounce. The down taken from 
the ne^s is most valued, and termed live down ^ that 
plucked from the dead bird being less elastic, and but 
little esteemed. There are generally exported from 
Iceland, every year, by the Iceland Comjiany at 
Copenhagen, 1500 or 2000 pounds weight of down, 
cleaned and uncleaned, exclusively of what is privately 
exported by foreigners. In the year 1750 this com- 


pany sold so much in quantity of this article a^ - Re- 
duced 37‘f<7 rixdollars, besides what was sent dir^tly 
to Crluckstadt. 

, Ei^em, associate together in flocks, geher^l;f^in 
deep .waters, diving for shell-fish, which conirti^u|» 
tijeir principal food: they frequently retire to thi^jro(d|^jr 
^hpres. to rest, particularly on the appearance <n qii ap- 
P^p^hing storm. The Greenlanders kill theibi ndfh 
^rt8, purauing them in their little boats,wateh^b{^'^liid& 
course by the air bubbles when they ’dlv^, a^a 
strii^ing at them when they rise.to the/siiifaHeivealtfd^ 
i^beir flqsh is valued as food, and theii^ 
m^o warm and comfortable under 
^ j ^p^ral attempts have beeii' ijb. 
these birds, but hitherto withOqt 'sOcC^S^t'tWdy 
said to live to a great age. ' ’ ' '■ 
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^iVoilroho^pulekdmbiideMitfptdilmtriibris. 

.Ei4er ^ith two elevated wattles, at .the bose.of t)ie beajf^ t^pjfgs 
red. 

Anas spectabilis. Linn. S^st. Nat* 1. 195. GtneV St/st. Nai* 
1. 907. Lath: Ind. Om. 2. 845. Sabine. Linn. Ttdns.'kW, 

' p. 

Anas freti Hiidsonis. . JBries. Orn. 6. 365. 

Le Canard 4 tetc grisc. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 9. 253. Temif* 
man. d'Orn. 2 Edit. ii. 851. 

Grey-headed Duck. Edv). Glean, pi. \b4. 

King' Duck. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 481 . Lath* Gen. Si^n. 6/473« 
Lew. Brit, BirdSf 7. pi. 245. Mont. Om. Diet. 1. and 4pp> 

■ X 4 ath. Linn. Trans. V, p. 27. 

^ jjoT much unlike the foregoing ; its length two 
feet y its beak, wattles, and legs deep vermilion : a ycry 


, . hand of velvety black surrounds the base pf 

,t^e upper mandible of the beak, which is divided qn 
the superior parts, and passes between its two desHy 
mttlqs, Qjr crests: there is a similar double band which 
spear-shaped on the throat: the top of the 
occiput, and the nape are of a fine bluish- 
ijpjSy'J, ,|;he cheeks are shining sea-green : tlie ncc|, 
unner part hit the back, wing-coverts, and two large 
spaces 01^ e^j|i side of the rump are pure white : the 

l^li^l^j^’^nei^^slirwhite : the scapulars, lower pa4 of 

th f> fhe under parts, of the 

body are deep black. The female is jess : .the ^fea- 
thered ridge on the tip of theheak is larger : the ehtife 
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jyikjr : siJt’bf the #hSI6j‘ 

ii'lilie bf-thdt eolouf Wiilfesffthe' rest* 
ofthh^^illS'^oidtail ttfowTi;' ^b^otiiij^d&hbt'jitt&hl 
thhfi^'foll ^liiinagfe ' fhr sbiiib' jttarfi '■ *’Ihb*'tdM!hfea ’of 
this species very closely rewmbl^'*^hat bf the |)re-' 

’ ' TiihabitS the frozenocdift of the rlbrth : is'Cbtrahbn 


in' the Oreades and other parts of Sbotknidi’ itnd iti 
profusion bn the coasts of Greenlahd and Spitzber^n : 
it is also plentiful about Hudson’s Bay, where it breeds 
on the sides of pools and rivers : the nest is made of 
stichs and moss, lined with down plucked from its 
own body. The e^s are five or six in number, ahd 
whitish : the down is as much prized as that of the 
former bird, and the skins are sown together by the 
natives of Siberia and Kamtschatka, and used fbr 
winter garments: its flesh is excellent, and the' ^ih- 
beiis pint of the beak is reckoned a delicacy. ' 


""" - ' " COI^’MBIDiE. ■ 

'hr.' vf* 

The second family of the Natatores embraces 
the Cabfmhi of Lina6, which are characterised by a 
smooth) straight, compressed, and acute beak, whose 
edges are simple, or slightly denticulated, but without 
laminated aj^ndages : the nostrils are linear, and 
partially closed by a membrane : the wings are very 
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vwy far bacj^ pn .tljQ,,{^^ 
de!Ki{ei »:,(^0 t^r^l. ^e imvtqh qomprqssed t tHe fcc): qrp. 
eijtbqr .qntiqelyjjwre^b^d,, pr t})e margins only^pf -l^pv 
toes are jt<i»98,,arp 

number in sowp of t^;genprpr and ibur in tj^e 
the tail ip very sbortf,! , :: .,. , 

This family may be readily divided into two,see- 
tions,. from the atrucUire of the feet } the first having 
them entirely palmated, and the toes terminated 
by. pointed claTfs: in this section ai'e included the 
genmia pafymbus and Uria^ the former of which 
only possesses a hinder toe, which is furnished with 
a lobe. The second section comprises the genera 
Podiceps and Podoa^ and the feet are constructed 
similarly to those of the Coots, the toes being united 
at the base only by a web, and ornamented on their 
edges with lobes ;■ the Podose having the hinder toe 
simple, and the Podicepes lobated. The backward 
posftion of the legs of these birds renders their walk 
very inelegant, and obliges them, when on land, to 
stand nearly upright ; but this is amply compensated 
by the facilities that structure renders them while 
swimming or diving, at both of which they are very 
expeit. The birds of the second division fly very 
badly, from the brevity of their wings, but the rest 
fly well though rarely. 










Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite longior, rec- 
tum, validum, fer^ cylin- 
dricum, compressum, acu- 
bore; mandibula superiore 
inferiore lon^ore. 

Narea basales, laterales, con- 
cave, membratki semi- 
dause. 

Pedes tetradactyli, medio- 
cres, ^igiti antid longissi- 
ini toto palmati ; poNex 
brpvia pinnatus; ungv^ 

Cauda brevis. 


Beak longer tium the head, 
strfught, strong, nearly 
(^Undncal, compressed, 
acute ; the upper mandible 
longer than the lower. 

Nostrils basal, lateral, con- 
cave, half-dosed by a mem- 
brane. 

Legs four-toed, medioctid, 
the anterior toes very long 
and wholly webb^ ; dm 
hinder toe short and 1 
bed ; the dcms depressed. 

Tail short. ~ 


COLYMBUS. Ray, Linn., Gmel>, Lath., Cuv., Temu. ' - ‘ 
MERGUS. Bliss. ' 

EUPYTES. lUig. 


A.T distinguished from the guuM 


the presence of the hinder toe t land ilbni»'^ 
Gr^es and Podos by the palmated ^et. ^ 4l| the 
sf^ies inhabit the northern regions, and.liye alipojst 
continually upon the water, diving and; swiiuming 
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about with astonishing dexterity, in which they are 
greatly assisted by their wings: they chiefly aifect 
fresh wgppgljjw.^ usually lay two eg^ : and their 
pindpmDlGdtwmi^CconsiltBOfstaall^l^s, to which 
they are very destn^tive : they also devour aquatic 
insects and vegetabl|B. 

i - 




Go* capUe coUoque nigro^vid 
inierruptif aut,corpore supfWi^m^nU .ll^ 
ioto albo. '-V' . 

Diver with the head and neck deep vioKi^^ 
white fascia on the throat and cervix ; or, \n\ 
dusky, undulated with white, beneath entirely 
Colymbiis glacialis. Linn, Syst. Nat 1 • 22 1 . GminT; 
i. 589. Lath, Ind. Orn, 2. 799. Sabine^ Frank, Ji 
703. 


icisque albd 
^aio suhtus 



Colymbus torquatus. Brunn,p. 41. no. 134. 

Mergus major najyjja^. ^ Qm* 6«il20. pl.\\,f.2. 

Colymbua Qiaximus caiidatns. Ilan,SynA25,/A.^. 

L’lmbrim. Buff. Oii. 8. 258.pif* 22. Buff PLJStd. 952: ^Ternm. 
iMan» 597. Id. 2 Edii^ ii* 910. 


Le Grand Plo^g^. Cuv. Reg. Amm. 1 . 508. 

Nwt|i*ra(iEHrer. ,Pcnn, Briti Zodl. 2. 327* pL 93, Penn. /4rcf. ' 
439. Jfath. Gen. Syn, 6. 337. Lew. Bnt, Birib, & ' 
2^6. Wok. Syn. i.j^, 90. Don. Brit. Birds, 3. 

Mohi. Oni. Diet. V. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 183. WUs. Amen 
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fyst. Nat>' 1* «^88. Lath. In4* Orn. 2. 800. , . 

^ brt. Viot:^ irf.'^¥ ''■"" " ■ 

i^sskrhMu ,av. ^ 

Lei&ttmi{Pkagi»ai>i;B^ iftbtJ'I&iifdi^ > 

Brit, Birds^ 5. pi. 99» Lem. Brif . Birds, 6. pL 227. 
lifont.' ^rm Dict. l, 'Bern. JSrit. Rttids, 2. 185. 

Length of the mature bird about thirty-two inches: 
its beak is black, with its tip ash -coloured : irides 
brown: the head, throat, and neck ure greenish-black, 
glossed with green and bluish : beueath the throat is 
a small transverse band, which is rayed with white 
and black : on the hinder part of the neck is a broad 
collar longitudinally rayed with black and white : the 
back, wings, sides, and rump are deep black ; with 
each feather of the back and scapulars marked at the 
tip Tvith two square white spots: the wing-covert^ -> 
side^ and rump are sprinkled with small white spots : 
the brdast and under parts are pure white: the 
are. dusky brown externally and whitish intjemuliy. : 
The young differ considerably from the old : they 
have the upper mandible of the beak of a greyish^ 
ash, and the under whitish : the irides brown : the 
head, occiput, and all the hinder part of the neck, 
of an ashy-brown ; with small grey and white spots 
on their cheeks : the throat, fore part of the neck, 
and the rest of the under parts of a pure white : the 
feathers of the back, the wings, rump, and sides are 
deep brown in the middle, edged and tipped with 
bluish-ash : the legs are deep brown externally and 
whitish internally. After the first year they possess 
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a Kitid bf icollaf 'on the ibt« part of the tiech bf a 
dusky-brown cplqu^p. and. the feathera on the l^aejk 
become blackishoLWith thb ludiments of white spots. 
In the second year the collar becomes more perfeet, 
and this part, with the head and neck, i^ varied with 
blaekish-green end brotm feathers : the spots on the 
back and wings become more numerous; and the 
band beneath the throat, and that on the nape, are 
marked longitudinally with brown and white. In 
the third jyear the plumage becomes perfect. 

The. Northern Diver appears to inhabit the arctic 
regions of Europe, Asia, and America, and is very 
abundant in the Hebridal Islands, Norway, Sweden, 
and Russia : it also occurs during its migrations in 
the more northern climes of Germany, France, aiid 
Switzerland; though but rarely in England. It 
seidbm quits the sea or retires inland, except during 
the' period of incubation, when it repairs to the borders 
of #ei}h water lakes, and the female deposits two large 
eggsof i pale clear yellowi^-eolour, marked with yntrjf 
lai*^ ond ’smlall spots of ashy-purple. It feeds ofi 
small h^esi especially herrings, their fry, insects, and- 
mttrine vegetables. 
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V , ■■ 

-Is <Cd]^bi^.ji*ciicto.)/ 1 : ' 

Co. cq^pite qano, qotto status airo^uolaqeo,^a^ci&^ o^ha inierruj^a. 
pfrcr ^th ifacliead boary^ the neck‘ticfAeatfa darl violet^ witli an 
Sutermpted white bar. - 

Colynibus arcticus. Linn^ SysU NatJ 22 1; 6ml\ 8^st. Nai. 

1.587- Raii, Syn, 125. Lath^ Indi Orn. 2. 

Mer^s gutture nigro. Briss. Orn, 6. 1 15. 

Le Lumme, ou petit Plongeon de la mer du nord. Buff, Ois, 8. 

262. Temm* man, (TOrn, 599. Id, 2 EdU, ii. 913.. 
Black-throated Diver. Edw, Glean, pL 146. Penum Brit, ZooL 
2. 241. pi, 85, ff, 2. Penn, Arct, Zool, 2. 444. Lath, 6m. 
Syn, 6. 343. Leeo. Brit, Birds, 6. pi, 229. Mq^U 
Bid. 1, Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 195. 

Young.— .Le grand Plongeon. Buff. PI. Enl. 914' 

Lesser Imber. Bew, Brit, Birds, 2, 187. 

' !I^ngth about twenty*cight inches : be^ d^^yi^ 
indes brown: the head and neck arevashy-^lnipip, 
(^epest on the forehead : the throat apdj^fe.jiif^ of 
tlra neeJe are black glossed with violet;; tenea1^;f^e 
throat is a st^ight band, longitudioa% rayeidijll^b 
white and black : near the orifice of i^^ea^, a^.pp 
the sides of the neck, extends a broa^ ba^ 
longitudinally rayed with white 
part of the neck is rayed with bla^ 
the rest of the under parts are pure ^hit? 
runip, and sides are deep un^o^ed^la^/.t^^flfjl^f 
edges of the upper part of tbe.^clf,^ a/lp^g^u^p^ 
space, in which the feathers are tipped with white :"the 
scapulars are transversely striped with about a dozen 
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pure white bands : the wing-coverts are black, slightly 
sprinkled with white : the legs are externally brown, 
and internally, as well as the membranes, whitish. 
The young greatly: resemble those of the preceding 
species, but are considerably smaller : they have the 
head and the nape of a dear a^-bolour : the throat 
and fore part of the neck white, sometimes varied 
with yiolet-bladc feathers : the longitudinal band au4 
stripe on the sides of the neck, those on the lower 
part of the neck, and several black feathers on the 
back, rump, and sides, are apparent. At the age of 
two ycairs the ash-colour on the head and the nape 
becomes deeper, and has a blackish tinge on the fore- 
head : the violet-black on the throat and fore part of 
the neck appears, but it is always spotted with whiiie : 
thb' lon^tudinal bands are portrayed : the feathjers 
on the edgps of the upper parts of the back,, the SCA^ 
pulars, and the wiug-coverts are barred and spotted 
with white : the upper mandible of the beak becomes 
dhi^yi btit 'its base and under mandible are still ^h- 
d6itthf4d;' In the third year the plumage is peWiict. 
*-^ lFlifis‘bltd'is equally common in the northern dictfe 
i^dkkWit^ the preceding, and appears, dnrihg ifi 
4nd winter migrations, in England, GOk 
ahd Holland ; it is rare in the intferiof -df 
common on the Swiss lakes. It 
bt^^s^^moh^ the plants on the borders of lakes ahd 
6tKte?■'^a^t^'‘^l61le^^tfons of water j the female laying 
sprinkled with distinct black spots : 
Itlr^flkid' ^Snts, 'as is Ushal in this genus, of fishi 
Scad ' ' 



JRKOfUHIlQikTBOHOlirBR. 


In some eoiuttrkB iiiBdjfor'i|rart«M)iai4s 

<(if')clod^iitg,^and othfar 


red-throated diver. 

(Colymbus septentrionalis.) 

Go. tuprajkscut suhtus albus, facies lateribusque coUi cinereis, 
eoUo aiUice rbfat tut, cotpore »upra fusee albo maculate tubtus 
alio. 

Direr abore brown, beneath white, the face and sides of the| neck 
ash-coloured, the neck beneath rufous; or, the body above 
brown, spotted with white, beneath white. 

Griyndme septentrionalis. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 220. GsiWi Syst. 
Nat. 1. 586. Lath. Jnd. Om, 2. 801. Sabine^ trank,’ Jeat^. 
Afp, 703. linn. T vans. xii. p, 542. , , i 

Colymbus lumme. Briss. Orn, no. 132. , 

hferg^ ^tture rubro. Briss. Om. 6. 1 1 1 . 11.^ 1 . ' ' 

Le' IHongeon i gorge rouge. Buf. Hist. Nat. Ois: 8 . 2S4. ‘- 'Bi0‘. 

Pl. Enl.m. ' : . ( i 

l^longeonr Cat-marin. Tmm. man. d’Om. 600. id., 2 JEt^ji. 
916. 

petit I’lon^on. Cuv. Beg. Anim. 1. 509. 

Red-throated Div^r. Edtv. Glean, pi. 97. Penn. J^. Zbidl '2. 
240. pi. 85./. 1. Penn. Aref, Zook 2. MSi Ltiii 
■ (L344. Wale. Sym l.pl. 100. Lets.Bt^* Bkdf, 6.ph3B0. 
Honr Btit. Birds, 4. pi. 78. Mont. Qm, jDi(^,,}t^aa4f^sip. 
Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 193. i , ; - 

Vouira.— Colymbus stellatus. Gmel. Syk. {^. ^ ^Ium. 

Ind.Orti. 2.600. ’ ''' ■ ' 

Mer^s minor. .Briw. Om. 6* ,108iyi?.;10;/ 2.^ i i’ M 
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;^l4uPlwiSMR Citrbinkb JhtgiJifdi Nat, iOi$* S. 256. - < • ^ 

Speckled Diver, «r Loon. Penn, Brit. fSoot 2. 5&9. Penn, 
Arct. Zool. 2. 441. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 341. Wale. Syn. 1, 
pi. 101. Letv. Brit. Birds, 6. pi. 228. Mont. Om. Diet. I. 
and Sup. Bew. Brit^JUtidti^MSSi and 191. 

V AR1ETY.— Colymbus striatus. Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1. .186. Lath, 


Iml. Orn. 2. 802. 

Colyinbus borealis. Brks. Om. 39. no. 131. Lath. hid. Orn. 
2.801. 


Striped Diver. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 442. Lath. Gen, ^n. 6. 
345. 


About two feet m lengfth: beak black: irides 
orange-brown : the sides of the bead, and of the 
neck, and the throat, arc velvety ash or mouse co- 
lour : the top of the head is spotted with black : the 
occiput, the hinder and lower pait of the neck, arc 
longitudinally rayed with black and white : on the 
fore part of the neck is a long stripe of very bright 
ehesnut-^d : the breast and under parts of the plu- 
Tfnttge are pure white : the sides, the back, and the 
rest of the upper parts of the plumage are blackish- 
browii in the very old birds, but in those of the age 
of three or four years they are slightly .sprinkled with 
small white spots : the legs are outwardly greeiush- 
blackyiHul inwardly, with themembranes, of a greenish- 
udtitei ' 'She'- young on leaving the nest are dusky- 
above itnd whitish beneath. After their drst 
napplt, ^ spatf between the eye and the beak, the 
sides of tlie neck, the throat, and the rest o£ the 
under parts of the plumage are of a perfect white: 
the top of the head and the nape arc dusky, ash. 
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ait w«W 

WvVjRft<?ftVfirte ^ |l)prd9^.tiRPHr4l^lNr;W%i^ 
the heek ie ai^yrwhitpf^ 4p^>«Bt|ai^«.:,.^ 
ic^ee are hro^ : the lege w^-ex^^llj.hrQTni^ ii^ 
temally, and part of the membfwiee» a^7f;ie)iil!^/ iJr 
the second year the throat and sides of the neck be- 
come coloured as in the old birds : the nape is also 
rayed the same, though occasionally, at this age, all 
the fore part of the neck is clothed with white fea- 
thers, amongst which are some of a chesnuWed co- 
lour : the white spots on the upper parts of the plu- 
mage become more distinct, smaller, and are oilmen 
tinged with yellowish. After the second moult all 
the fore part of the neck is of a chesnut-red, which 
is often sprinkled with white : the spots on the upper 
parts of the plumage disappear as the bird attains 
maturity. 

Ld^e the two former species, this frequents the 
arctic regions of Europe, Asia, and America : it is 
very abundant in the autumn and throughout the 
winter in England, Holland, and France ; and the 
young abound in the seas of the interior of Holland, 
in Germany, Switzerland, and Italy. The female 
makes her nest, which is composed of moss and 
herbage, with a little of her own down, on the 
very edge of the shore : she lays two eggs, of an 
«]ual thickness at each end, and of a brownish-yellow 
colour, marked with a few black spots. These birds 
live in pairs : run swiftly upon the water, but iare' 
very awkward on land : they rise from thevground 
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Ufe^l^tia^nhdra 

dtkour tte Mi Ihfet are iMfat^ted tlidtiKi& f thef 
oft siftdl fisli^ whitftig 'partkiftlariy, sKrinips^ 
iftsecti, aikl aqttaiie^lattts^^^ 
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URIA. GUILLEMOT. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum bau plumis tomen- 
tosis obductum, rectum^ 
elongatum, supra con> 
vexum, utrinque compres- 
sutn, subulatum, acutum ; 

. nmdibul^ Buperiore ver* 
fiuaiipicem kteradm emar- 
<'>ginatA. 

Nares lineares, plumis semi- 
tectse. 

Pedes tridactyli, palmati. 

URIA. Briss., Lath., Brunn. 

(iPLTMBUS. Linn.,Ginel. 

LpjMVIA. Ray. 

GRYLLE. Leach. 

• . ■ ’ ■ -■ 

Guillemots have a beak .gre^j resemU^ 
that of the Divert but this genus’ is ly^l A^parated 
frmn them by the .absence of the hinder toe ; ami 
4so by the habits of the Wividuals cqmp?ised ;in lU 
Uiyers usually frequehting the fret^ wi^etot while 
piefiar the er its coasts; and yei^' sddoto 



Beak clothed at its base with 
downy feathers, straight, 
elongated, above convex, 
compressed, on each ^e, 
subulated, acute; the upper 
mandible towards the 
laterally emarginated. 


Nostrils linear, halfcofretod 
. with feathers. ' ' ! 

Legs three-toed, 



Franks’s guillemot. 
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appear upon land^ unless it be for the purpose of 
nidification and incubation, which they do in Targe 
flocks, each female laying a single egg only. 


Franks’s guillemot. 

(Uria Francsii*) 

Ur. corpore fuliginoiOi pectore abdomineque niveo, remigibus, 
secundariis apice albis, rostro capite breviore ; mandibuld su- 
periore triplo longiore quam lata. 

Guillemot with the body fuliginous^ the breast and abdomen 
snowyi the secondary quills white at the tip^ the beak shorter 
than the head, the upper mandible three times longer than 

Uria Francsii. Leach, Linn. Tram. xii. 588. 

Uria Troile. Brun. Om. Boreal, no. 109. 

Uria Brunnichii. Sabine, Linn. Trans, xii. 539. 

Guillemot k gros bee. Temm. man. d'Orn. 2 Edit. ii. 924. 

** Length seventeen inches : inside of the throat 
yellow : irides dark : throat and neck sooty brown : 
head black : hind head, hind neck, back, and wings 
dark sooty brown ; the wings being lightest, and t^e 
lecohditries tipt with white : the feathers of the hera 
AjM^k have a peculiar smoothness and softness : 
lirom this eye to the hind head is aline occasioned'by a 
idivisioti of the feathers : belly and all beneath pnre 
"Whito, tunning up to a point in the neck : the iea- 
thick, and on being removed, a dark 
down appears between them and the skin : legs mar> 



FOOLISH OUILLEMOX. 
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bled brown and yellowish : claws black : the margins 
of th^ upper mandible of the beak yellow. 

This interesting species was procured during Cap- 
tain Ross’s expedi^ioi^ to]^ards the discovery of the 
north-west jrassage : it is very abuQ^](]^;^hl ^avis’s 
Straits, Baffin’s Bay, the coasts of^^ihcQiiJpd # 
Spitsbergen : it has been confoibiicdE^^ 
lowing species. Brunninck ''who de- 

scribed it, under the name of^.jd%m|rl'6ile, giving to 
that bird the appellation of :;li|^;|^via ; it has con- 
sequently been necessary th Sp^ly a new name to 
the present species. J^iJba^^.therefore adopted that 
given by my friend-IJi^ jl^h, as his name was first 
published at a inec(g^;C^;i^e Linncan Society, and 
entered upon the that body. 




; > tOQI^tSH GUILLEMOT. 

(Uria Troile.) 

fmcOi pectore ahdomineque niveot remigibus secun^ 
apke albist rosiro longitudine capitis; mandibuIA su^ 
j^riore quadruple longiore quam lata, 

^ Guillemot with the body broM u^ the breast and abdomen snow- 
white^ the secondary Quills white at the tip, the beak the length 
of the hcad/a^ W^upper mandible four times longer than 
broad. n.:. /-v 

Uria Troile. Latlh Ind> Oru^%Jf96, 

Colymbus Troile. Linn, SifiU Wsif. Ji. 220. Gmel, Syst, Nat 
1 . 585 . " * 

Uria. Briss, Orn, 6. 70. /)/. 6.^1 1. 
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LESSER GUILLEMOT. 


coasts, and it is not uncommon to see hundreds sitting 
upon their eggs on the ledge of a rock, in a line, 
nearly touching each other : they appear to be a stupid 
and inactive race, and will sufter themselves to be 
repeatedly shot at without removing from the spot, 
notwithstanding their companions drop at eveiy fire : 
they will often allow themselves to be captiu’ed by 
hand. v u.' r'-" 

Much contrariety of opinion prevails among na- 
turalists respecting the distinction of this species from 
the following ; I have however judged it best to sepa- 
rate them, as the obscrvafcipns of Montagu, and a 
transient examinatiop of the specimens preserved in 
the British Muscumij^|^»^r tp justify that proceeding. 



LESSER GUILLEMOT. 

(Uriil minor.) 

Ur. nigralsubtus genis Jascidque alarum alba. 

Black Gunicmot beneath^ and u ith the cheeks and a band on the 
wing white. 

Colymbus minor. Gmd^ Syst, Nat. 1. 585. 

Uria Troilc (female). Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 797. 

IJria Swarbag. Bruyi. Orn. Boreal, no, 110. 

Lesser Guillemot. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 235. pi. 83. Paui. Arct. 
Zool. Sup. p. 69. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6 . 332. IValc. Syn. pi. 97. 
Mo?U. Orn. Did. 1. and Sup. Betv, Brit. Birds, 2. 177. 
Guillemot a capuchoh (jeunc). Temm. man. d'Orn. 607. 

The lesser -Ouillemot is in length sixteen inches : 
its beak is black : irides dusky ; the upper part of 
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c 0 £ Iwck, .^itfiDga^ iatad 

t(^<are Uecki»ofroiiii the' eye dwky s^eak- ariasiv^ 
pomdng lMwkmuidifi: .this tiptsiof the secondary qoiU^ 
feathers ore^sii^lj'iitua'ked with white : the ehedos); 
throat»>and<idh the under parts white e :Qni'ibheseides 
and on the thighs afew dosl^ streaks t lega^Uaekw^ i 
: 'Hiis species inhabits the Oame regions as the pre^ 
ceding, and is by many ornithologists reputed to be 
the young of that bird ; but Montagu assmts that it 
is a totall]^ distinct species, and in support of his 
opinion gives the following reasons in the Supple* 
ment to his Ornithological Dictionary, which 1 shall 
quote at length, in order to prevent unnecessary 
repetition hereafter, as they equidly apply, not only 
to the present and preceding bird, but to the Common 
and Lesser Razor-bills (or Black-billed Auk of au- 
thors), which he also se^rates. 

Montagu observes, that **this species and the Black* 
biUed Auk (Utamania pica) are found in vast abund- 
ance in winter, in the bays on the coast of Scotland, 
extending even to the Orkney and Zetland islands, 
but particularly in the Firth of Forth } and at the smne 
-time being so jqMuingly scattered over the soutfaecn 
ports of the kingdom, evinces that they are properly 
natives of the more northern r^obs, and retire only 
from the icy sf^ to such parts as may afford them 
, r^tts they are contented with a boreal 
Qttcn in; the colder months, and never seek a 
8odiftim%*i^(^n^ but mostly continue on our northern 
shorci^^WBeie they are never impeded by ice from 
dii^ afteF/their/avourite prey, the sprats which is 
. thiEaWt ft>M^ in; > abundance throughout the winter. 



- '■ - -- — - '- ‘irij^^the 

Hli<irt^i8 

'onerttf Auibd 

;^fiiiekll^ed' Aiikg^: itir'^ aeiiKkfj^ 

ai Sootkmd,’mn aeetdo'niU 

«dy «ne or two iiKtancos hi^e ocdoltod in which: %tie 
FooKsh GhiiHemot wais found iii the dio^ ^i^hora 
jpart of the island (Devonshire) wt th^ season. Thus 
Uie Lesser Guillemot and Biac^-billed Auk in part 
sii^ply the places of the Foolish Guillemot and Raaor- 
bill during the winter, and the reverse is the eon^ 
sofuroce of our nearer approach to the sun.*^‘ 'He 
adds^ that ** it is contrary to every principle of rea^ 
soning upon natural causes to suppose that when the 
two i bust retire in the autumn from the southern pirts 
of Eo^and they should go to the north Of SdOdihiiil^ 
and bW'COQverted by a change of plumi^e'hitn* thn 
two former. The supposition that any bird* -Oln>h)d 
migrate northward to pass the winter, is in direct 
violation of the actual cause of the propensity to mi* 
grate. Every species of animal that shifts its quarters 
with the seasons breeds in the higher and passes the 
winter in the lower- latitudes. Those who may have 
formed an opinion that the two first .ypupg/i 

of the others, should be asked to procbee aniurtUttee 
of $0 unnatural a case as that of all llte'70iiiiid>wf^ 
any species remaining behind to wiuti^^^n f ndt'tTOit^, 
country, while the old birds seek, k’ more 
climate. Besides, those who favour sucH an opinion 


nostror dm* ^aigter «&!», amp dRer^^oimi 

biir 

wid^ieCeeabitd:’«)md tnbm «on^m9 ndfilnfild'i 
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«k«ii 

^on^.;di«a?^^)^, tfcsi s9UtJb«n»,^Stt8 -jtf (iiei«an> 

upnliijl^ iqe« j^M9(ptfai fofi'8oatb«id» M}fab(«8 
iliii; 1 . (tnfibiMly'.i mare 

4 ]bjipidfMit, i^hei^^fairtihef! «Qilthf.”iir«^f .M^wids 

p^,iF9iQ)U^li>@juil]4|i[pta • and iRmr-biHb ' resort to 'tke 
(d* the southern ast welL as t]» 
IHifitllpn j^ores.of Great Britain ; and when theto 
jnetiie» not a Xiesaer Guillemot or a Black>biiled 
Auk is to be seen in . their place for a month m: six 
weeksi and then a few sti-agglers only, for they are 
never common in the south of England.** 

This species is soon reconciled to confinemort* 
An individual c^tured alive on the coast of Detont^ 
aMre devoured flesh as well as fish, and had becouie 
quUe deuUe in the short space of ten dayS) whem aV 
died j&np an injury received in its capture, approaich*^' 
il)g torthe^^e of the pond, in which it was confined^ 


MARHLED GUILLESIOT. 

... . ■ ■ •■ /'J!' 

_ . , (Uria marmorataO 

XiAV)liL^d'idsiHnto J^i^cbque undtdata subius Jiisco alboquc hq- 

GtliiU8i9at)^H9l)aUor6 tritb chesnut and brown^ beneath eloadcit' 
apd wjute, with tlwj beak black, the legafidyoii|i«'; 
Uria marmprata. ^ Lath^ Ind, Om, 6. 336. . , . ; ^ > 

>tar^i^ tjruiileinot- Penn, Arct* Zool, ii. p. 438. p, 22. Lailu 
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BLACK GUILLEMOT. 


i Latham» who has given a figure of diis apmes* 
says it is “larger than the Little Auk (Mergulus 
melanoleucos), and is ten inches in length : the beak 
is; compressed a little on the sides, rather slender, 
and one indkrmiviMigtk x^crown of the head dusky : 
upper part of the body transversely barred with tawny, 
chesnut, and blackish>br6%n, as far as the tail, which 
is short and black : the. wing-coverts dusky, some of 
the larger edged with wl^^: quills black: the chin 
and throat are dusky, miKtsi^ith irregular blotches 
of white : sides oftlm neekph^^usky: breast, belly, 
and vent irregularly barTfi^^d undulated with dusky 
and white, changing to. legs and 

toes of a pale orange : webs and clawa>black. Male 
and female much alike/* ; 

Inhabits various paT^ north-wUstcrn coast 

of America and the noilih-east^ poiH^^of Asia : 
common in the islands of Beering'eil^nlttl^. 


BLACK. GUILLEMOT. 

(Urla scapularis.) 

Ur. corpora alro, tectricibus alarum albis* 

Guillemot with the body dark-coloured, and the wing-coverts 
white. • 

Colymhus Grylle. •Linn. Sifst, Nat. 1. 220. Gmel. Syst, Nat, 
1.584. ■ 

Uria Grylle. Lath. Ind, Orn,2.797> , ,i- 

Uria minor nigra, vel Columba Groenlandica. Briss, Orj^* 6. i6, 
Le petit Guillemot noir. Ois.V. 354. Cuv. Reg. Ahiin. 610. 

Guillemot a miroir blaiic. Temm, man. d'Orn, 608. 
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S^bick Qlf Scr^^ -^env, Brit. ZooL 2^ 236. Pau^, 

, A^. Zool.^ 2. 437. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6. 332. Lath. 

St^. ii. 265. Lewin. Brit, Birds, 6. . fVdlc. Syn. 1‘. 

pLSff,' Mmi.Ort(.Bict. l.undSup,' Bem^ Brit,' Sirdtiti 179. 
Chrylle i»ciyttliiiHB> Leach 4a Brit. Mas. Ckdleetioa. ■- < i' ' ' i<. 
Ypi7NO.-*Urw.iniB«r8trjlata. iBriet. Qrn, 6. 79. 

Uria Balthica., Brun. Ortt, Boreai, no. US, \16. 

Uria grylloides. Brun. Om. Boreai..no. \14, 

Spotted Greenland Dore. Edw. Glean, jd. 50. 

Spotted GuiUemot, Penn. Brit. Zotd. 2. jd. 83. Lath. Gen. 

Syn, 6. 334. Mont, Om. Diet. 1. Bern. Brit. Birds, 2. 181. 
Variety.— ^ phus lacteolus. PaU. l^ieU. 5. 33. 

Colymbus lacteolns. GmeLSyst.Nat.l.SBS. 

Uria lacteola. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 798. 

White Guillemot, lacth. Gen. Syn. 6. 335. 

About fourteen inches in length : the beak is 
black : the inside of the mouth bright red : the top of 
the heady the nape, all the upper parts of the plumage, 
with the exception of the middle of the winga^ ate 
very deep black : the greater and middle wing>covert8 
are white ; the cheeks and all the under parts, from 
the beak to the tail, are pure white : the legs and 
feet are bright red : the irides brown. The above 
is the winter plumage : the following is that of the 
sumineT : the male has the beak black, its inside and 
legs bright red ; and all the plumage deep black, 
with the exception of the greater and middle wmg- 
coverts, which are pure white. The female is nMher 
less than the male : the plumage is of a lighter blaek, 
and the white on the wing-coverts is more dingy than 
in |he ji|ialei,, and less extended : during the period pf 
are varied more or less on the 
under paito with white feathers. The young of ithe 
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BLACK GUILLEMOT. 


yew hBve the throat, the bVeast, and all the under 
parts of the plumage pure white: the top of the head, 
the nape, the lowep/pa^of(t|)e i^kj and sides of the 
breast dusky, spotted with grey and white : the back 
and rump are dull black^Tseveral feathers on the 
latter having their tips ashy-white: the wings are 
black, except ^1^ gr^^r|and (sp^dl^l f QV^rts, which 
are white, spotted with ashy and dusky : the irides 
are dusky-brown : the inside of the beak and the 
legs are livid -red. 

This species is common on the shores of the 
northern ocean, especially on those of Greenland* 
Iceland, Spitzbergen, and Norway: they are also 
abundant in the Hebrides and the Ferroe islands,^ 
an4 on the Fern islands, near the coast of Northum.-. 
bcrland, but on more southern coasts they are less 
frequent: the nest is formed in the deep crevices -tyf- 
the rocks which overhang the sea ; and the'fotbale'" 
lajrs a single egg, of a bright ash, or White 
raarked'with small black and ash-coloured ^spots, w|n cH 
approach very near together at each end. ij,,, 

tn the collection of indigenous birds preserved, in-, 
the British Museum, this species is separated^ my ■ 
friend Dn Leach, from the Guillemots by thW ap* ' 
pellatiori of scapuhris; but, althou^ T ’Bttnr" 
strenuous advocate for geheric divisiohVT’db hb'f ^SemT" 
its charactera of sufficient importance to warrant su ch ' 
separation; in vrliich proceeding I suspeqt he .wa s 
ini|henced by Cuvier in his R^gne Anims^^ 
apparently confounded this bird with tlid 
melanoleucos, anid given the diaractcra df its to^bis- 
subgenus Cephus. ' ‘ ' 
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■ — - — 

Briss. ,.125 

M l, 

, Navee TerrettSrm^w 126 
■ l ir* 57 
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Anas 


ML nmla(XMylli^ 

Ml ManillensUi^ Ch^d* ^^ HB 
MarUa, JBWnr'^ ^ 4 198 
mehndofhtila^Om^l. 17 
melanoleuca. Lath: 62 
melaii^fji, Qnid. 8 
melanur^i GnuL . 134 
•^-^membranacea^Gnielf 124 
jfimfl, Gwrf. . 218 
■■' *' >*■ ■ ' ■ MeancanOf Lath, ‘ H8 

minuta, Linn. . 180 

mdUmima, Linn. 224 
•kte Monacha « 107 

montanaf Gmel. . B7 
moschata, Linn. . 79 

ML nigra^ Linn. « 213 
ii ii M , major, Sriss. 216 
- Jreti 




^ '^udsonis, Briss. 

• mtifOTj jRa^ 


— nigricoUis 'y Gmel. 

L NiloticOf Gtifirf. 
tf6V€B Htipanta, 
^"kSmd. ' ‘ . 

,>■■1 ■,-,■■ Zdhhdiie, 

^■^Bhnel. . . . 

Nyrocdi Qmd. * 

-iii- Penelope^ Linn. . 
j^ipiciltota^ Linn. 

pbH^hp^aii Biy 


219 

213 

17 

81 

153 

210 

201 

104 

115 

131 

219 

60 

103 


IAnas 

- nkHra, Ray V.il5 

10^ 

LM p(gci1hdlyfkha,Gm\ 184 
Querquedula^ Linn. W8 
regia, (knet. 82 

— rhynchptis, LalK. 

rostro incurOo, Btjss. 

L— ruhens, Gmel. 


— — rubidai WUs. 

— rubricapilla, Brunn. 

— rufa, Gmel. . 

■ ' ■ ■'■■ , £t7tn. • 

ruficollis, PaUas 

— rufina, Pallas 
— - rustica, Linn. 

— — ra/f/a, Pa/Ai; 

— iS^. Cuthberti, Ray 

— scandiaca, Gmel. 

— segetum, Gmel. 

— semipalmata, Lath. 

— — Sirsffiir 

spectabilis, Linn. 

— - sponsa . 

— spinosaf Gmel. 

— stelleri, Omd. 

— strepera 

— superdliosa . 

— sylvestris Brastlien^ 

sis, Ray . . . 

— Tadoma, Linn. . 
torquata, Briss. . 

— ■■ — Gmel. . 


valisineria, Wils. 
— — variegata, GmeL 
nduata 


123 

84 

115 

120 

161 

193 

205 

53 

188 

185 

71 
224 
190 
26 
64 

in 

229 

96 

203 

20s 

103 

108 

79 

72 
180 
53 
196 
59 
102 
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IMOEX. 


ANATIDJE > 2, 3 

— SriBPS 1 , . 5 

2 . . €B 

■I... U 3 . . 69 

-,4 . . 165 

5 . . 173 

Ama, Leach . 212 

Akssr • 24 

— ■ Brui. . . 223- 

— - — — Cuv. 41 

, , ,, Penn. . 6, 45 

-i^~albifrons . 25 

Beeringii . . 37 

• Candida • 38 

r* Coscoroba . « 39 

•— fcrus . . 28 

grandis • 35 

— griseust VieUL . 67 j 

— Guineemisy Brm. 22. 

— T-bybrida 39~ 

•M* hyperborea . . 33. 

— Indica 36. 

^ lanuginosa^ Briss, 224 
leuctypusy Bechsa 49. 
— ? mlanoleucosy Vieill. 62 . 
— ^melanoioSy Zopl.Ind^ 8. 

montana . 37 

— — niveus, Briss. . 33- 

segetum . 26 

semipalmatay Vieill. 64. 
sepieniritmalk syU 

'mtris, Briss. . . . 27 

— sylvestrisy Bris$. . 27- 

sonis, Brks. . . 33 


Bernicla ' . 

p;45 


. 49 

antatetiea. 

. 69 

— — Brenta 

. 46 

— cana 

. 61 

Coromandeliana 

. 66 

— erythropuB . 

. 49 

— jubata 

. 63 

leucoptera . 

. 68 

— Madagascariensis 

54 

— — Magellanica 

. 67 

— melanoleuca 

. 62 

minory Briss. 

. 49 

— -picta . 

. 60 

ruficollis 

. 63- 

— — semipalmata 

. 64- 

— • variegata . 

. 59 

BaRMiCtE • 

45,49- 

— — antarctic 

. 69 

blade . and white 

. 62 

— Brent . ^ 

. 46 

- common 

. 49 

— * Coromandel 

. 56 

— grey*headed 

. 61 

Hawksbupy^ 

. 63 

— Madagascar 

■. '64 

Magellanica . - 

. 67- 

— - painted 

_ 60 

— — ^ red*breaated 

: 63 

— — semipalmated 

: -64 

— variegated ' . 

; 59- 

^ white-winged 

. 58 

Biziura . • 

. 221 

-~-lobata . 

. 222 


INMEX; 


957 


p. 84 

rr 

' ■ ■ ■ ■■ > ■ nmw, Briss* 84 

. . . 46 

Cairina .78 

— — Nilotica . 81 

— • regia . 82 

— sylrestrifl . 79 

Cepphus lacteclus, Pallas 25 1 


Cereopsis ... 66 

New Holland . 67 

— - Novk Hollandiffi « 67 

Chekalopez 41 

iEgyptiaca . 43 

Clakis ^ Penn. . . 49 

Clanoula . . .179 

albeola 184 

— chrysopthalmos 182 

bistrionica • * 180 


COLYMBID^ . 2, 230 

COLYMBUS . . . 232 

Lmn. . .242 

-r— - arcticuB . 235 

~ areHcus cMo ruffe 238 


- — borealis, Briss. 239 

— — - gfauaalia • . 233 

— — * grpUe, Limk. . 250 

— - Immer, Linn. . 234 

hctedus, Gmel. . 251 

— - Lumme, Briss. • 238 

V. XII. P. II. 


CoLYMBUS maximu^cau^ 


datus, Ray 

Vr.m 

Gesneri, 


Ray 

?34 

minor, Gmel. 

246 

— ^ septentrionalis 

238 

— stellatus, Gmel. 

238 

— striatus, Gmel. 

239 

— iorquatus, Brunn. 

233 

—— TroUe, Linn. 

244 

CrackeTy Albin. 

127 

Cygnus 

9 


6 

atratus 

18 

— — Canadensis . 

19 

—— ferns 

10 

— nigricollis 

17 

— — olor 

13 

sinensis 

22 

Dafila 

126 

— ^ caudacuta 

127 

Diver 

232 

— — - black- throated 

236 

greatest speckled, 


Alb. 

233 

— — Imber, Penn. 

234 

northern 

231 

— red-throated 

238 

— speckled, Penn. 

239 

— ~ striped, Penn. 

239 

Dove, Greenland, Edfo* 

251 

■ ■ spotted, Edo). 

251 


17 




Dmht. Vi ‘ f;:, .. 

IcelandyPeml 1^2 

Bijck . . > 83 

*r*— Alexamdrine 112 

-u-r- Arabic . . Ill 

— ~ autumnal . 99 

himacvlated, Penn. 40 
— ~ blacky Edit). 219 

— — blacJc-biUed tehistlingf 
Edw. . . . 98 

— — brown . .106 

broDon, Cates. . 190 

- — buffle-headed, Cates. 185* 

— castaneous, Mont. 201 

— canvas^backed, 

Wils. . . ,196 

— Chinese . . 94 

> ■ ■ ■ crested. Lath. . 77 

— — crimson-billed, Lath. 7b 

— curve-billed . . 93 

•— Cuthbert, Penn. . 224 

D^inietta . 108 

— Dominican . 109 

— — dusky . . . 104 

— and spotted, 

Edw. . . . 180 

Eider, Penn. . 224 

falcated . 100 

ferruginous, Mont. 201 

! . Penn. 205 

- — Gadwall . . 103 

— Gattair .113 

— Georgia, Lath. 76 

Gmeiin*Sf Lath, . 209 

great black, fFUs. 210. 


D]P€K» iU 

whi^e, Edw. • ,p. 224 

— — grey-headed, Edwi, 229 
1 no. 

— — gulaund 

. 106 

— Harlequin, Pesm, 

180 

— Hawksbury, Lath. 

63 

hook-billed, Albin. 

64 

— — Ilathera, Cates. 

. 137 

— Kekuskcha . 

. 120 

— — King, Penn. 

. 229 

— Lapmark, Penn. 

. 190 

little black and white. 

Edw. 

. 185 

brown, Cates. 185 

— — brown and white. 


Edw. 

. 180 

— lobated, Shaw 

. 222 

long-tailed, Penn. 

17.5 

— . Mareca, Lath. 

. 138 

Mexican, Lath. 

. 153 

— Muscovy, Alb. 

, 79 


New Holland, Latb* 124 

Zealand, Lath, 210 

olive-tufted. Sower. 2Q1 

pink-headed. Lath. 207 

red, Penn. . . 205 

^——billed whistling, 

Edw, . . . 99 

breasted, Lm. 205 

crested . 188 

round-crestedrCaies.l!^ 

— — royal. Lath. ^ - 82 

— ruddy, Wds. , : . . J20 
— - Scaup, Pemu , . - . ; 1911 
ri— Sirsaeir . ;• III 


iismn 


Duck, Lsttk. p; 

123 

^^■^^'"aolitary 

107 

Spanish 

102 

spirit, Penn. 

185 

^•-^—spotted-billed. Lath. 

134 

— — summer 

96 

• supercilious . 

108 

Surf, Wils. . 

219 

■■■■■■ tame, Albin. . 

84 

— tree 

98 

— tufted, Penn. 

190 

— ■ ■ - ■■■ mr. Lath. 

201 

—— velvet, Penn. 

216 

— Ural, Lath. 

218 

voestern, Penn. 

206 

— vohite faced, Cates. 

149 

Lath, 

171 


199 


218 

wild 

84 

Dundiver, Pe)in. . 

161 

Eider 

223 

— ' — Cuthbert 

224 

— King . 

229 

EudyteSf Illig, 

232 

FuLIGUtA . . . 

187 

-i- — bicolor 4 . 

208 

— ^ caryophyllacea 

207 

ii-— cristata 

190 

’-i*" flispar ... 

206 

— Dominica 

?03 

ferina V . 

193 

'iiLU ferruginda . . 

205 

» ,■ 

fulva . 

m 


Foligula, Gesneri, Ray 109 


Gmelitii * . 409 

Islandica . . 192 

Marila ^ . . 198 

Nora Zslandie . 210 

Nyroca • ’ . 201 

rufina . • 188 

— ~ valisineria • 196 

Gadwall, or Grey 103 

Gan&er, Alb. . . 43 

Carrot • . .179 

— buffle-headed 84 

— — goldeu-eye . 82 

— Harlequin . 80 

Glaucium^ Briss* . .187 

— — minus f Briss, . 190 

striatum y Briss^ 199 

Golden-eye, Penn. 182 

Goosander, Penn. . 161 

■ ■ greater, Sim- 

monds . . .161 

Goose ... 24 

antarctic. Lath. . 59 

— barred-headed 36 

bean ... 26 

Beering . 27 

— — black and whiiCf Lath. 62 
■' ■■■ - ■■ backed. Lath. 8 

blue-u)ingedt Penn. 33 

— Brand, Penn. . 46 

— Brent, Penn. . 46 

— Bustard, Lath. 58 

•— Canada, Alb. . 49 

' Penn. 1 9 
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Qnoif , jCHiiiMa#- JVtv. ^ ■f.-Ht 


39 


43 

gnti -« • '. ■ ■• '■ 

•33 

fprey-JmiAt htAi 

61 

T'.-f- ■“ '-feg-« /*««. . 

28 

hiUyl^h, . . 

37 

«-rr-byfari4 . 

39 

Laughings Exd^r . 

25 

MageUanicp Lath. 

57 

mountain 

37 

•-f— Nilotic, Lath. 

81 

— painted. Lath. 

60 

at— red-breasted, Penn. 

53 

«p-*— ruddy, Laih. 

71 

— — snow 

33 

*—■ ■■ > spurmnged. Lath. 

7 

•T— SwaTij 

22 

variegated. Lath. . 

59 

— — white . 

38 

fronted . 

25 

tvinged antarctic^ 

} 

Broton . 

58 

rn — wild *. . ^ 

28 


27 

*Srey, or GadwaU . 

103 

K’’ ‘ . . . , 

Guillemot . 

242 

Uack . . 

250 

— Brunnich’t, Sab. . 

243 

Fr^ : . 

243 

foolish *. . . 

244 

«>— lesser . 

246 

•- — tnarUed 

248 

— — plotted, Penn, 

251 


251 




i V "■ " . *'■ ' ■ ; ''t' 

is-^rpraSrl 

flA^RSLD 

■.V' i -lf4 

^ long^taSid- 

. If5 

Harelda 

. 174 

glacialis 

. 176 

Imber, Penn, 

. 234 

lesser i Bern. . 

. 236 

LARID* . 

2 

Lobsduck 

. 221 

New Holland 

. 222 

Lomvia Hoieri, Ray 

. 245 

Loon . 

233«239 

Mallard 

. 84 

Mareca 

. 130 

Americans . 

. 135 

■» ■ — Bahamensis . 

. 137 

Brasiliensia . 

. 136 

•T><— Capensis 

V 189 

fistularia 

. 13.1 

glocitans 

. 140 

f-M— - melanura • 

...134 

•snr— pasciiorhyBcha 

. 134 


i«— > prima Jliram»iit 


Ray ' . 437 

^^KBOAMailll . ' ' • • - - — HO 
■ 1 1 . BriUf '•■ .» ■•■■: »— 486 

' ' W(w4j.J[(art*4*<.y:' »-• 136 
1 blue -,- ;•■ • 171 
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.* 171 

dnereus, Briss* 

• 

161 

common 


i«l 

cristatus^ Lcaek 


165 


• 

157 

- cucullatus 

• 

166 

forked 


172 

— - ftircifer 

• 

172 

fiiscus . 

• 

170 

— gulo, Leach . 

• 

162 

hooded 

• 

166 

i— imperial 

• 

170 

imperialis 


170 

minuia, Laih. 


158 

— i— niger, Briss. 


166 

— — Rail 


161 

red-breasted 

• 

165 


165 

■ ■■ ■ > ■“ — 

T*. 

— - serratus 

. 

165 

stellatus, Briss. 

• 

157 

—— Virginianus crista- 


tus, Briss. 

• 

168 

Merous 


156 



232 

W — . Jlay 


160 

•»— albditu 


157 

■ — — osiatiM, Qmd. • 

• 

157 

— Cottar, lAon, 


161 

eeruleut. Lath. 

• 

171 

» — drrhatus Juscus,Ray 165 


•' "-i— erittotutf Britt. ■ 

• 

165 

' eucrilaiut, ’Lkt* . 

. 

168 

~-*—^furrifer, Gmel. - 


172 


|k:470 

gutiuftnigf^ Sm$.^^i^ 
. i ■■■ minhBrw. m 
«-p— imperialism Gmd* » (70 
— i— major, Brise^ • • 884 

neevms, Brits. 298 

— major cirrhaius, Ray 157 

— Merganser, Unn^ 161 

minor, Britts . 288 

— minutns, Linn. . 157 

^ — neevius, Brits* . 233 

— — niger, Gmel. . 165 

Rheni, Ray . 157 

— — rubricapiUus, Gmd. I6l 

— - serratus, Linn* . 165 

■ '■ ■■ ■ Gmel. . 165 

■ leuamdanus. 


Gmel. 

165 

Morillon, Bern. 

182. 

Buff. . . 

190 

Moschat Leach 

78 

Musk-duck 

' 78 

— — compon 

79 

— — Nilotic ' . . 

81 

— royal . 

82 

Nun, U)hiie . 

.157 

Nyroca, Fleming . • 

187 

OlDEMIA 

212 

ftisca . ^ a 

216 

Jeucocephala . 

218 

nigra . • « 

213 

perspjcUlatii • 

219 

Penelope Aniiquorum . 

130 
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Mexicana, ^204 

Pteasant, Sea, AUf; ' . 42^ 


i^]|NTAIL . ., > * 126 

common ^ • 127 

Plbctropterus . . 6 

black-backed , 8 

— — Gambia . 7 

-iM— Gambensis . • * 7 

melanotos . 8 

Pochard • v 287 


black and white . 208 

canvas-backed • 196 

— ferrugineous • 206 

— Gmclin’s . • 209 

-^—Iceland . .192 

Mexican . . 204 

—— New Zealand . 210 

-fi— Nyroca . .201 

pink-headed . 207 

red-crested . .188 

headed . ^ . 193 

Scaup . . . 198 

St. {>pii^h»go . 203 

tufted . . 190^ 

western • « 206 

Peker \ . • 193 

■ f-,V * , . • 

QvbbquedulJI • • 142 

Briss. . 179,187 

iBStiva, Briss, • 143 

Americana, Briss, 1 49 
Candineiilis 148 


I Q'u 

i rjifirJBriss. . ^^^<^185 

*— circia . . . 143 

Crecca . ’ ; ■ :.i4fi 

-p— discor . / . -142 

Dominicensis, Briss* 269 
— — Ferroensu, Brue* 176 
— - formosa . . 161 

— freti Hudsonis, 

BfisB. . » ; 180 

Hina 152 

— — Ludoviciana, Briss. 185 

— Manillensis . • 152 

— Mexicana, Briss. . 153 
— — — minor, Briss. . 146 

— Novffi Hispanie . 153 

— secunda Aldrovandi, 

Ray . • . 146 

— sinensis, Briss, . 94 

— r Virginiana, Briss, 146 

Rhynchaspis . .114 

rubida . . 120 

— — Rhynchotis . ’ 123 

— clypeata .115 

— Jamaicensis . 119 

—— Labradora . . 121 

^ malacorfaynchos . 123 
membranacea « 124 
— - Mexicana .• ^ . • .118 

Scoter . . 

~ — black . ' 4 ^ ii ; • ^ 213^ 

/—great-beaked . 219 
. -p— velvet . . . 

-4— Ural . . " ^ m 
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SerataMiia iH i i i ii igw^ - ^ | 
iiltetfk . • p."^! 

€t>! ■ 


SiliBLDRAKB < • 

' 70 ^ 

4^^ burrow 

>70 

^M-orested 

77 

•44^ crimaon-billfid 

75 

— — • Georgia 

76 

1 

1 

• 

• 

71 

■ SwaUouhtailed, fVils. 

175 

SaOVELER • 

114 

— common 

115 

fasciated 

124 

Jamaica 

119 

— Mexican • 

M8 

— New Holland 

123 

pied 

121 

— red^breasted, Penn. 

115 

ruddy • 

120 

— • soft-billed 

123 

Smew .... 

156 

red-headed, Penn, 

158 

— — white . . 

157 

^QMateria • • . 

223 

-T^ molUssima . 

224 

Hrrr spectabiHs . 

229 

Sj^ling-Ftml ^ . 

161 

SymwiNo . 

41 

nnT Egyptian 

43 

^AN . . 

llL 

black . . j , 

iS. 


iOii-CafiWlit .■■■•-. - » 

• l - jir Chine<$ . ’; •; 

. ' ■' mute ... 15 

■--^tttme,Att, • • ’.■ ' 'iJ? 

— — • whisUing •. ’ ■'•'•■’ ■'W' 
taild, Petal. . Id 

Tadohna . ■ '. '' / TO 

Bellonii . •' 7 ? 

cristats . ' . 77 

e. 

— ery throrhyncha 75 

Georgica . 76 

— rutila • i 71 

Teal . • • . 142 

— — - Africanf Lathe \ 201 
— American . .148 

——Baikal .151 

— bfiie- winged 149 

Chinese, Briss. 94 

common . 146 

— Coromandel . . 156 

— Garganey . 145 

— green-mnged, WUse 146 

Hina . . .152 

— Madagatcar^ 155 

— Manilla ' I ■ 152 

-—^Mexican , . . 153 

— ~ spinous^tailed, Lath. 203 
— Domingo, Lath. 203 

— summer, Pmn. • 143 

Turtle, Sea, Edtv. 131 

UmA . . . . 242 

i; Bahhicaf Brunn. 25 1 
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m 

Uria Bfrunmikiip Sabine 

Ik 243 

— — Francksii . . 243 

— — grylle .250 

•-r— grifUoides, Brunn. 251 

hcteoh, Lath* \ 251 

hmviat Brun, • 245 

— — marmorata • . 248 

——minor . . 245 

minor, nigra, vel 
Columba Groenlandi- 
ca, Ray . . .250 

: etruOa, Brise* 251 

— — acapulariB . 250 

- — Smarhc^, Ringaia, 

Brun. . . 246 
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. iu 

Whemer 

. 131 

Whim . . 

. 131 

WlGBON 

. 130 

American . 

. 135 

bimaculated . 

. 140 

— black- tailed . 

. 134 

Cape . 

. 139 

— common 

. 131 

— — llathera 

. 137 

Mareca « . 4 

. 138 

— red-headed, Penn» 

193 

— spotted-billed 

. 134 

Wind-bird, Willoughby 

168 
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